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s-p AMONG LEADING SAWMILLS 

In the above picture is. shown a part of Southern Pine Lumber Company's huge plant at Diboll. Mill Two, at 
the extreme right, cuts hardwood while Mill One, at the left, operates a long and a short side on pine. The two 
mills combined rank among the largest lumber manu fa cturing concerns in the south. 
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PAGE TWO THE BUZZ SAW 

The Buzz Saw 
Published Monthly by and for Employees of Southern Pine Lumber Co., Diboll 

I ........ ighl Be Righi • • • 
A conroversy has been raging in Di

boll for years on the question of the 
rights of the public, if any, to fish 
and-or hunt without permission on 
land owned or leased by an individ
ual, a club, or a company. Quite a 
few dolly-run lawyers say that if a 
river runs through a given tract ofl 
land ,the public has a right to use the 
banks of that river for camping, fish
ing or hunting without permission and 
that if they do so use it they are not 
trespassing. Some say that land 
must be "Posted' 'before an uninvited 
hunter can succeessfully be prosecuted 
for trespassing, and so on. 

Now I dont profess to be an author
ity on these, or any other, hunting and 
fishing questions. But after consult
ing a couple of the most reputable 
law firms in Lufkin, plus having be
fore me an opinion of the Attorney 
General of Texas on the subject, I 
think I can give you a pretty good 
idea about what can, and what can
not be legally done, in general, on 
land belonging to somebody else 
when you don't have that somebody 
else's permission to be there 

In the first place, if an individual, 
a club, or a company owns or has 
leased a tract of land that is enclos
ed by fence, or partly by fence and 
partly by water or stream, a member 
of the general public DOES NOT have 
any right to fish or hunt on the land 
without permission and if he does so 
hunt or fish he is in violation of the 
law. In other words, a river such as 
the Neches river CAN definitely be 
one of the boundaries of an enclosed 
piece of land, and contrary to what 
some people may tell you a fence 
aicmg the bank of the river is not ne
cessary to make the land an "enclosetl" 
piece of land under Texas law. 

Next, if land is enclosed as above, 
it DOES NOT have to have "posted" 
signs every so-many feet apart to 
make an unwanted hunter a tress pass
er. In fact, it does not have to have 
any "posted" signs at all. It just has, 
to be enclosed. 

If a stream is a navigable stream, 
the public has a right under Texas 
law to fish FROM A BOAT in that 
stream. The stream does not have to 
be navigable in fact. If it is thirty 
feet wide from its mouth up to any 
given point it is navigable as a matter 
bf law. This right to fish in the 
stream as defined above DOES NOT 
give the public any right to trespass 
upon the lands of another where 
such lands may extend to the river 
hank and therefore the landowner 
may enjoin an unwanted camper or 
hunter from parking his boat and us
ing his land for either purpose with· 
out his permission. 

If land owned by another is enclos
~d land (enclosed by fence, or partly 
by fence and partly by water or 
stream) and a person hunts or fishes 
on that land without permission, he 
commits a penal offense for which he 
may be fined. If land is not so enclos-. 
00, but is posted, the owner of the 
land may civilly enjoin an unwanted 
person from entering thereon. Notice. 
the difference in the two. One is a pen
al offense, the other civil. In the 
first case-enclosed land-you may be 
FINED. In the second case--posted 
but NOT enclosed-the owner may 
get an injunction out against you to 
restrain you from entering on the 
land. 

I wonder if all this clears up any
thing or merely adds to the confus
ion? 

From time to time we have asked 
for suggestions from readers of the 

Buzz Saw on how we might improve 
our paper. We've gotten quite a few 
and we have put into effect most of 
them with good results. Now from a 
reader comes the suggestion that we 
have a column devoted to the exclus
ive interest of the womenfoll<s-such 
as recipes, dress patterns, hints on 
housework, et cetera. 

We think that suggestion is a 
MUST and we want to start it with the 
next issue of the Buzz. But we need 
a volunteer to write it. Will some Di
boll housewife take over the job as a 
columnist and give us a typewritten 
page, or three or four pages hand
written by the 20th of each month so 
we can have that section in our pub
lication? How about getting together 
and electing somebody for the job? 
Df course the pay isn't much (Zero), 
but we guarantee to put the writer's 
name in large print-plus her picture 
-in every issue and sooner or later 
she may be drafted by, say, the New 
York Times. Or somebody. How about 
it? 

The month of January is always a 
"thin" one for merchants' because ev
erybody seems to be trying to recov
er from the holiday expenditures
and, too, a lot of people make New 
Year's resolutions to buy less and ec
nomize and they usually keeep the 
resolutions at least thirty days. News 
seems to be pretty thin during Jan
uary, ~lso, At least in Diboll this 
month it seemed that so little happen
ed other than the usual routine of 
things that the Buzz Saw might come 
out and be a two or four-pager in
stead of the usual eight. We are going 
to always try to keep it at eight pag
es. (We had one issue of ten pages 
and have had none less than etght so 
far) but from time to time might have 
to go down to six depending upon 
the amount of news, current topics 
of interest, and the length of copy sub
mitted from our various contributors. 

There will probobly be come loud 
squawks heard around Diboll about 
closing the ponds to all fishing for 
one year. Some people just won't un
derstand why it's being done. If they 
do understand, however, it will be 
very easy for them to see the wisdom 
of closing them. 

I1"s the same proposititn as acquir
ing a bunch of biddies that you intend 
to raise into grown chickens. Nobody 
with any sense would haul off and 
make a stew of twelve or fifteen six 
day old chicks when he could keep 
them a few months and have fryers, 
and by that same token when you 
stock a lake, or several ponds, with 
three or four thousand one-inch and 
two-inch bass, perch, and catfish 
you've got to feed them, let them 
grow, and protect them until they're 
big enough to nest and produce little 
ones themselves. Then you'll have 
REAL fishing where otherwise all 
you'll have is a lot of water with 
nothing in it but a stray minnow. 

The mill ponds have been here all 
these years and have never, as far as 
I have been able to ascertain, been 
scientifically stocked with fish, yet at 
times people have been able to go over 
there and bring back some real 
catches. But good- fishing has always 
been something that happened just oc
casionally even though, in the opinion 
of the fish hatchery experts, the wa
ter is perfect for fish growth. The 
reason for the poor fishing in such a 
likely looking spot has not necessar
ily been that we've fished the ponds 
out-that's a practical impossibility 
but only becauss we have never PRO· 

(Continued to page 7) 

An Interview With 
Pop The Barber 

(Alfred J. Popham, who operates the 
Southern Pine barber shop in Diboll, 
was recently approached for a story 
of his life by a Buzz Saw reporter dur
ing the process of a haircut. Here is 
a play-by-play account of the inter
view). 

Reporter: "Pop, we'd like to get you 
in the next issue of the Buzz Saw-
something about where you are from 
and-" 

Pop: "Yeah, that's a nice little ptlp
er. But I don't know anything I could 
tell you about myself hardly except 
that I was born down here at Crack
ers Bend in Trinity County and stay
ed there 'til I was nine or ten years 
old. Rough place, Crackers Bend-and 
way back in the sticks, not near a 
railroad or anything else. Never will 
forget one time a rifle bullet came 
through our house-I was about eight, 
I guess-came right through the kitch
en and just missed us all. There wasn't 
a word said about it; we just kept 
on eating. Finally Pappa looked up, 
pointed his fork a t me and said: 
'That's those Cooper boys, son. I 
don't want you to ever grow up and 
have such bad manners as they have 
-or such bad aim'. Then we finished 
supper and went to bed and didn't 
think any more about it because we 
werent in the feud and knew the bul
let was just a wild shot." 

Reporter: "Where did 'you go when 
you left-". 

Pop: "\Vell, sir, that Crackers Bend 
was SOME place. One time a fellow 
passing through there-a stranger
got to talking to one of the nesters 
about the killings and fighting he'd 
heard about being so frequent in that 
neck of the woods. The nester told 
him: 'A man who lives 'til eleven or 
twelve around here is just plain lucky.' 
'You mean', said the stranger, 'that 
they kill 'em off at that age?' 'That 
AGE nothing' the nester replied. 'I'm 
talking about the time of day!' The 
stranger looked at his watch, hit his 
team with a branch and lit out for 
parts unknown. And he never DID 
come back. Think maybe he was a 
drummer but nobody could find out. 
They used to do 'em all like that
didn't want 'em around, I guess". 

Reporter: "Now, Pop, let's get to 
the part where you leave-". 

Pop: "Well, son, I tell you. I moved 
to Coleman County when I was nine 
or ten. We had another farm, there 
and I worked on it up to the time I 
was fourteen. I was just a big old 
yearling boy. Didn't know much 
about anything but following Old 
Beck. You want some off the top? O. 
K Well, one day I was sitting in a 
little cross-roads store playing domi
noes with another boy and we heard 
a fellow talking about needing some 
log cutters. Both 0 f u s wanted a 
change from the farm so we left and 
went to work for Lufkin Land Lum· 
bel' Company in the woods_ We met 
some fellows out there who had been 
to town a time or two and one of 'em 
agreed to take us in to see what brick 
buildings and paved streets looked 
like. Never had seen 'em before and 
this old boy and I really looked every
thing over. We saw a man standing 
in a doorway there in Lufkin wearing 
a white coat. Both of us were curious 
so we walked up to him and asked 
him what he did. He said: 'I'm a bar
ber'. I said: 'Well, I'm a Popham-but 
what I want to know is what kind of 
work you do'. When he answered that 
he cu t hair I figured he was kidding 
us because I thought everybody's hair 
was cut at home three or four times 
a year with a pair of shears like 
mine had always been. vVe looked in 
his shop, though, and sure enough 
there was another fellow in a white 
coat giving a customer a store bought 
haircut, so we went in and got one. 
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POPHAM 

You want a tonic? This isn't bad tonic 
I got here and your hair's pretty dead. 
O. K, next time. 

Let's see now. Oh yeah, I sat there 
in that barber chair that day at the 
age of 23 and I said to myself: "Cut
ting hair ought to be a lot easier than 
cutting logs. I'm going to be a bar
ber!' 

On December First, 1920 I had just 
finished a five-weeks course at the 
MOlars Hal'ber College in Houston and 
had my diploma. Had pretty good 
grades in college down there except 
on the final exam I flunked massages. 
Graduated anyway, though, and learn· 
ed that later. 

How about a shampoo? Your hair 
could sure stand a good washing. I 
washed it day before yesterday? Oh 
well, gets dirty around here pretty 
fast. We'll get it next trip. Where 
WCl"e we. 1920? That's right. I started 
barbering in Babe Gantt's s hop in 
Groveton, lasted thirty days. Those 
Trinity county boys-some of 'em from 
Crackers Bend-were used to bucket~-~
type haircuts and somehow didn't take 
to the new model jobs I learned in 
the college in Houston where you fea
ther-edge it, so I packed up and went 
to West Columbia. I decided after I'd 
been there a while that I was ready 
for the big time so I went to Port Ar· 
thur, worked in a shop down there. 
Believe it or not, but I used to cut a 
man's hair in Port Arthur who lived 
in Kansas City, Missouri. Came down 
there every two weeks. Ever had your 
Gair singed? Sure makes it grow; 
good for it, too. Puts life in it. Just 
s!dp the singe? O. K About this fel-
low from Kansas City? Well, he was 
a conductor on the railroad and Port 
Arthur was the end of his run. But he 
COULD have been getting it cut in 
K. C. where I imagine they have sev· 
eral pretty fair sized shops. Anyway, 
I yvorked in Port Arthur for twenty. 
three years, finally came to Lufkin 
then down here to Diboll in 1946 on 
July 11th. Figuring on staying here, 
too, from now on out. 

I'll tell you, you can't beat Southffn 
Pine Lumber Company. Whether you 
are harboring, working in the saw
mill or what, I think you're better 
off in Diboll than you'd be almost 
anywhere else. Things just cost you 
less here than they do in a big town 
or most of the small towns in East 
Texas when you get right down to 
figuring it in dollars and cents. Even 
haircuts. Did you know that haircuts 
cost you a dollar in most big cities. 
Sure do. And shaves six-bits. This one? 
Aw, gimme four bits and that ought 
to do it. And say, I wish I could tell 
you something about myself for the 
Buzz Saw but I can't think of a thing. 
I'll study up on it and when you come 
in again we'll try to figure up some
thing that you can write up. Be pretty 
good f I' e e advertising. O. K _ Yeah,-
that's not a bad haircut if I do say 
so myself. NEXT!" 

----()---

As soon as you feel too old to do a 
thing, do it. 
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Diboll Boys Make 
Zlil-Tournameni Team 

PITTS 
In the Centerville annual basketball 

tourname~ll. on JaIlJ.,cllY 10th Diboll 
was defeated in the tinals by two 
points at the hands of the h08t to win 
runner-up hc)Uol'.;; amollg the eight 
participating teams. Playing in the 
tournament were the following: Leg
ett, Shepherd, Groveton, Grapeland, 
Pennington, Apple Springs, Center
ville, and Diboll. 

All coaches and officials present at 
the meet voted their selections for the 
all-star team and placed two Diboll 
players on he first five-Blant Fergu
son and R. L. Pitts. Here\ is the myth-

Former Dibollians 
--!J.ERBERT (HUB) STEGALL works 
for the Southern Pacific Railroad at 

! Lufkin and lives in the Southland Ad· 
dition on the paper mill road. He serv
ed in the army in World War II and 
saw plenty of excitement in North 
Africa. 

ADEN JOHNSON is purchasing 
agent for Towers Pharmacy at Corpus 
Christi, Texas. Aden is the son of 
Judge George Johnson of Diboll, our 
versatile Justice of the Peace. Aden 
graduated from Diboll High in 1930, 
married Adene Blackstock of Canton 
(near Tyler). He was in the U. S. 
Navy from 1943 to 1945 and has been, 
in his present position the past two 
years. 

W ALTER SWAIN worked for 
Southern Pine Lumber Company many 
many years in the boiler room. He 
now is with the Grand Prize Brewery 
in Houston. He and his wife Ethel, 
have one daughter, Ethel Mae. Swain 
will be remembered for, among other 
things, being the world's champion 
flashlight repair man. If he COUldn't 
make 'em burn the Ught could safely 
be thrown away as absolutely beyond 
repair. 

JACK JORDAN is the son of C. A. 
Jordan. Jack graduated from high 
school in 1928, went to work for the 
Texas Highway Department in 1932 
after four ~ears and a degree in elec· 
trical engineering at Texas A. & M. 
In 1941 he entered the service and was 
honorably discharged in 1945 with the 
rank of Lieutenant Colonel. He is still 
with the Highway Department in Aus
tin. 

ATHAL (BALDY) JONES came to 
Diboll from Carmona when he was 
sixteen years 'of age which must have 
been while Indians were still here. He 
left in 1929, went t 0 Houston and 
worked as a machinist for Reed Roller 
Bit Company until 1945 at which time 
he retired. A man never known to be 
without money in his life, Baldy has 
apparently saved enough for all future 
contingencies because he anticipates 
hitting 110t another lick, not even at 

FERGUSON 
leal qUintet: 

Ray of Pennington 
'Nilson of Leggett 
Lee of Centerville 
Pitts of Diboll 
Ferguson of Diboll 
So far this season Diboll has won 

six and lost ,six for an average of 
500%. Two games were lost to Pine
land, one to Centerville, one to Pen
ningon, one to Hudson and one to Ap
ple Springs. In the win column Diboll 
defeated Apple Springs twice, Lufkin 
B Team once, Huntington once, 
Colmesneil once, and Pennington once. 

a snake~and we don't blame him. He 
is in Diboll now, he says, "for the 
winter". (The worl<ing man's Miami). 

CHESTER JONES, son of the late 
John Jones, graduated from Diboll 
High School in 1925_ Immediately 
tilereafter he went to work for Butler 
and Grimes Company at Wharton, 
Texas, as store manager_ Chester is 
now residing at Conroe, Texas, with 
his wife and two children and holds 
the responsible position of Field Man
ager for the Butler and Grimes Com· 
pany. 

---0---' 

Wllat Is A Foreman 
If he is pleasant, he is too familiar; 
If he is sober-face ed, he is a sour

puss. 
If he is young, he doesn't know 

anything; 
If he is old, he's an old stiff. 
If he, belongs to a lodge, the memo 

bers expect favors. 
If he goes to church, he's a hypo-

crite; 
If he doesn't, he's a heathen. 
If he drinks, he's an old souse; 
If he doesn't, he's a tightwad. 
If he talks to everybody, he's a gos· 

sip; 
If he doesn't he's stuck up. 
If he insists that the rules of the 

shop be kept, he's too particular; 
If he doesn't, he's careless. 
If he looks around, he's snooping. 
If he doesn't, he's unobservant. 
If he tries to settle all complaints, 

he must have the wisdom of Solomon; 
If he worries about them, he'll soon 

be crazy. 
He should have the patience of Job, 

the skin of a rhinoceros, the cunning 
of a fox, the courage of a lion, b~ 

blind as a bat, and silent as a sphinx. 
What a man! 
Are there any good foremen? 
Yes, plenty of them, and they're not 

all in cemeteries. 
---0---

A boss was furious because his new 
stenographer was late. Fuming, he 
said as she came in: "You should have 
been here at eight o'clock!" "Why?" 
she asked. "What happened?" 

Temple While Topics 
BY HERB WHITE, Jr. 

The subject discussed in Diboll more 
than any other is probably the sub
ject of hunting and fishing. There 
are more arguments per capita here 
on what can and can't be! done under 
the laws of trespassing, game conser
vation and hunting and fishing in gen· 
eral than any place I have ever seen. 
And it's a good subject to ,talk about. 
Game---'squirrels, quail and ducks, to 
name just three. types-have to be 
hunted harder and harder. Quail, es~ 
pecially, just seem to be so scarce a 
lot of old time bird hunters have just 
quit ,trying to find them. And they 
used to be VERY plentiful all around 
us. 

One possible reason for the terrific 
drain on our game may be that duro 
ing World War II so many thousands 
of young men were :taught to shoot 
who had never handled a gun before. 
When they got out of the service they 
became full fledged game hunters. But 
that can't account for the heavy deple
tion in our wild life, I think the prin
cipal cause of the game shortage has 
been the failure of so many people to 
observe the game laws of our state. 

Most of us have broken game laws 
at one time or another and the chanc
es are we thought no.thing of it at the 
time. Of course some of the game 
laws appear to be unjust; somel of the 
hunting seasons appear to be dated 
wrong. But all in all, ,these laws are 
designed to protect game and afford 
the people of Texas a more bountiful 
supply as time goes by. And we cer· 
tainly should observe them. 

As an example of what protecting 
game will do for a section of the! 
country, I am told that when the 
Rayville pasture was first put under 
fence and stocked with a few deer by 
Southern Pine Lumber Company this 
part of the country was practically 
cleaned completely out of that specie 
of game. 

Deer that once roamed the woods 
of this part of East Texas had been 
killed by the thousands in season and 
out of season until .there just weren't 
any left. The Rayville pasture was 
protected by Southe'rn Pine Lumber 
Company for a number of years
hunting was not allowed and the deer 
multiplied rapidly. They were fed and 
taken car~ of by the late J. J. Ray 
and the result of his efforts was that 
this whole section of the State was 
re-stocked with deer, according to 
game authorities. This is an example 
of what CAN be done to restore an 
almost extinct game animal to a 
point where it is found in greater 
abundance now than ever before-and 
do it on a comparatively small 
amount of protected land. In other 
wordS, the game laws were strictly 
enforced in the Rayville pasture for a 
period of years and the results were 
amazing. Wild deer became plentiful 
ALL OVER THIS PART OF EAST 
TEXAS through the efforts of Mr. 
Ray and Southern Pine Lumber Com
pany. That is proof enough that if we 
all observe the game laws every
where we hunt, we can make out of 
this section of the State one of the 
finest game lands anywhere. So let's 
encourage a strict observance' of these 
laws--'8.nd observe them strictly our
selves! 

Of special interest to fishermen in 
Diboll is the re-stocking and closing 
of ,the ponds for the next eleven 
months. According to fish hatchery 
men, you can grow a greater amount 
of meat in fish per acre of water 
than you can of cattle, or anything 
else ,per acre of land-assuming you 
take the proper care of your lake. We 
could have the best fishing places in 
these parts. There is plenty of water 
of various depths, plenty of vegeta
tion, sunken logs, etc., for protection, 
and all it needs is to be nursed along 

just like anything else has to be to de
velop into a choice place to fish. By 
that I mean it has to be closed for a 
certain length of timer tQ give the little 
fish time to grow up-especially the 
thousands of fingerlings put in recent
ly by the Game, Fish and Oyster 
Commission at the request of South· 
ern Pine Lumber Company. Proper 
fertilization of the shallows must be 
carried out in order to provide feed 
for the small fish. Then, if protected 
one season, the ponds should have 
enough fish in them of all sizes to pro
vide continuous good fishing from 
now on out. 

They say that a lake can be as eas
ily over-stocked as under-s.tocked and 
for that reason the State Hatchery 
men recommend that a pond or lake 
be fished in plenty after it gets one 
season's start. If the pond or lake 
gets over-populat~d with fish they wiI] 
either not bite or will become so 
poor they won't be worth catching 
simply because of lack of sufficient 
food to go around. So next year we 
can all get out our rods and reels or 
pole and line and really have some 
sport within our own town limits. 

The demand for ANY type of lum
ber is so great that the mills are able 
to market even short lengths and sell 
them along with other lumber. This 
means that handle factories have to 
pay a much higher price for their 
raw materials simply because they're 
buying lumber instead of what was 
once considered waste-that is, short 
lengths unsuitable for the lumber 
trade. 

The demand for broom, mop and 
various other handles is as great now 
as ever before. But because of the ter
rific increase in the price of short 
lengths of lumber we must all do ev
erything possible to lower our pro· 
duction costs in order to meet the 
competition from others in our line of 
business. One of the best methods I 
know of to save and cut costs is to 
make the best possible uses of EVERY 
piece of raw material coming into 
our plant. A good square saved means 
a good handle produced; a square 
carelessly thrown away or ruined 
means one less handle. If everyone of 
us saved a few squares around the 
plant from time to time by being 
watchful-and by thinking-the total 
over a period of a year would really 
amount to a lot of handles. Think this 
over and let's team up and cut EV
ERY CORNER we can! 

---0---

Just An Average Day 
It was a tragic day for the nation. 

Firty-six people died of falls in their 
homes, 17 died of burns, 5 died of poi
son, 4 were asphyxiated, 3 or 4 were 
accidentally killed by firearms, 3 
were suffocated, and 12 others died 
as a result of other types of home ac
cidents. 

But the dead did not constitute the 
complete toll. There were 1350 dis
abled by accidental injuries in the 
home that day. 

The tragedy was not reported in 
the newspapers, because it was only 
an average day in the home life of 
America_ Besides, there was bigger 
news on the front pages of American 
newspapers that day; the freighter 
Grand Camp had blown up at the pier 
in Texas City, Texas, and the dead 
and injured were not yet counted. 

The Texas City disaster was so 
spectacular, so appalling, that it was 
a week before authorities were able 
to give a probable estimate of 575 dead 
and 3,000 injured. . . and during that 
week, the ordinary business of living 
in American homes accumulated a to
tal of 650 dead, and 9,600 inj ured by 
preventable accidents. 
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Johnson's Ral Tales 
DIBOLL THEN AND NOW: The 

town of Diboll was named after the 
J. C. Diboll family who pronounced 
their names "Dee-boll" with the accent 
on the "boll". Legend, however, has 
it that it was named by a stranger 
who passed through the present site 
of the town on a horse named old 
Ball. The horse was so old and feeble 
that the owner made a bet that he 
WOUldn't live until sundown. They say 
that hp put up considerable money
the horse was already down and barely 
breathing at the noon hour-and both 
men stood by waiting to see who would 
win. About five P. M. the owner began 
to get worried because the sun was 
sinking slowly through the pine trees, 
so he got down' on his knees and 
started shouting and pleading "Die 
Ball!" "Die Ball!" Please "Die Ball!" 
He had taken several nips of fire
water when another stranger walked 

By GEORGE (RAT) JOHNSON 

up, asked him the name of the place 
and he hollered again "Die Ball!" with
out even hearing the question. And 
that, they say, is how the town got 
its name. Anybody who wants to be
lieve the story is welcome to it. 

Emporia, a mile south of the pres
ent town of Diboll, had a thriving 
lumber company operating before 
Southern Pine was even organized. 
When Mr. T. L. L. Temple came here 
just befQJ'e 1894 he put up a small 
"peckerwood" mill where the shops 
are now, then Emporia burned and 
Diboll began to expand until there were 
three big mills, all operating full blast. 
But the details of the physical plant 
can wait until a later time. What we 
are concerned with in this piece is the 
people who lived here-and the differ
ence between the "then" and the 
"now" in our town from the stand
point of our citizens. 

And there was a terrific difference. 
Of course back as far as 1894 we had 
many fine citizens just as we have al
ways had. The good Christians of the 
old days were just as good Christians 
as the good Christians of this day. But 
then we had some bad hombres that 
-well, there just ain't no "badder" 
bunch anywhere in Texas now and 
there never will be. For example, when 
the Southern Pacific passenger trains 
used to approach Diboll the conductor 
would ACTU ALLY go through the 
train and warn the people thereon to 
put their windows down, lock them 
and duck. Every time the opportunity 
presented itself the boys in Diboll 
would board the train-twelve or fif
teen strong-and while one got the 
"Butch" in a conversation or argu
ment about his wares, the others would 
fill their pockets with "Johnnie Crook" 
candy, cigars apples, and anything else 
handy, then jump off the train. Final
ly the "Butches" refused to sell any
thing here while the train was stop
ped; instead he locked his entire stock 

up in the men's room and stayed with 
it until they left the town. 

There was so little entertainment 
in Diboll-no picture shows, no roads 
or means of travel except by rail, no~ 
thing to do--'that the passing of the 
daily passenger trains from Houston 
and Shreveport constituted the main 
events of the day. Most of the women
folks dressed up in their Sunday best 
every day, came down to the store to 
watch them go by. Then they took off 
for home because almost invariably 
there was a fight among the men 
immediately thereafter. On Sundays 
the people of Diboll, after watching to 
trains pass, would gather in small 
groups and walk to Burke, to the 
river, to Ryans Lake-going in every 
direction. There was simply nothing 
else to do. 

Married couples oftentimes hired a 
buggy or a surrey and took their fam
ilies for a ride on Sunday afternoon. 
Unmarried couples COUldn't get out 
alone in the buggies-it just wasn't 
the thing to do (Some probably slip
ped out but that was before my time 
and I don't know). When a circus came 
to Lufkin everybody went, young and 
old. George Johnson had the towns 
only livery stable and on those occa
sions drove wagon loads of people over 
the so-called roads to the show-taking 
hours each way which nobody in those 
days seemed to mind at all simply be
cause nobody was in a hurry. 

The barber shop in the old days of 
Diboll was probably the busiest place 
in town because there the men gather
ed to talk, shoot dice, play poker,
and occasionally get a haircut-until 
twelve or one o'clock' at night.Accord
ing to the old timers, very often there 
were as many as four separate fist 
fights in the barber shop in a single 
night. (And around all those razors, 
too. Wow!) 

Of course in the old days there were 
several saloons in Diboll and they 
weren't places where a man could hang 
around too often and still be a safe 
insurance risk. But they still say the 
barber shop was worse-that is, for 
violence. Anyway. when they finally 
voted hard liquor out of Angelina 
County strange things began to occur. 
Express packages started coming into 
Diboll for various citizens-too many 
express packages. It was soon discover
ed, of course, that they contained li
quid spirits. Then you'd see some fel
low get on the train here with a tick
et to Shreveport with SIX SUITCASES 
which he carried with ease. Next day 
he would come back· and the six suit
cases would require six men to han
dle. And the six men were always 
there to help him-in fact, six dozen, 
usually. 

After twelve or ffifteen years, how
ever, Diboll began to show signs of 
taming down. Candy pullings, sing
ings and play parties were staged, 
the saloons were, of course, a thing 
of the past, and passengers on the S. 
P. trains were warned to put their 
windows down and lock them but get
ting under seats was no longer neces
sary while the train was stopped in 
Diboll. Large scale fighting was con
fined to Saturday nights and it seem~ 
ed that things were looking up in gen· 
eral. 

Then the era of home brew and 
bootleggers came and store sales of 
Blue Ribbon Malt jumped to unprece
dented heights as many of our citizens 
began the manufacture of their own 
"suds". The Neches river bottoms had 
so many stills that a squirrel hunter 
on an ordinary day would stumble up 
on at least one or two invariably, and 
if he stopped at either, stumble home. 
Bootleggers in Diboll became so thick 

(Continued on Page 7) 

HOT OFF THE 
HANDLE ... 

It is about time that ROBERT 
RAINS started looking around tre 
house for his pickle jar, now that 
fishing season is just around the cor
ner. It seems that Robert can go out 
in the woods on a three or four day 
camping trip and make out the whole 
time on nothing but pickle sandwich
es. Shorty Turner says you can't make 
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'em fast enough for Robert-and he 
wants nothing on them to ruin that 
good old dill flavor. Just bread and 
pickles. 

BUSTER SEEKINGS was caught 
working on the thirteenth of January. 
Better watch your step, son, that's bad 
luck. 

TROY W AGNONE observed painting 
automatic jack. He can slap it around 
like a real brush veteran, never spill
ing a drop. 

BUCKSHOT SPIVEY is the Temple
White Ace authority on the new auto
matic chuck. Any information desired 
about it can be readily obtained 
from Buckshot by the simple process 
of displaying a slight curiosity and 
then listening while he tells you all 
about it. 

JOE WILKERSON's pet subject of 
conversation is his new home, com· 
plete '}lith lake and everything, out on 
the highway. If you don't believe he 
has a real spot out there, just ask him. 

TOM LESTER has a three and one
half months old son and according to 
Tom h~ will no doubt grow up to be 
President of the United States, at 
least. Hope he isn't left handed. 

LOUIS LANDERS has a pet coon 
and, according to him, the world's best 
squirrel dog. He's long on talk about 
both anytime he can get somebody to 
listen. 

RAY SPARKS wears a hat that they 
say was purchased about 1920. Some· 
how he is attached to it and refuses 
to buy a new one, come heat or high 
water. Do you SUppose there's any 
way we can make him give up and 
shell out for something more modern 
to replace it? 

ETT A SCARBOROUGH buzzing 
around checking up on all the goings 
on. 

M. L. ALLEN's spirits really went 
up when we got the new Jenkins 
turning machine. He took to it like a 
boy to an electric train on Christmas. 

C. B. JOHNSON went off hog kill
ing but somehow or another didn't 
see any backbones whatsoever. What 
kind of hogs do you have anyway, C. 
B.? 

EDWIN NELSON-"Tator" king of 
Temple-White. 

OLLIE JOHNSON has gotten to be 
one of the most modern Temple-White 
employees. Amon gother labor-saving 
devices he owns, he now has a brand 
new washing machine. In a few years 
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all Ollie will have to do at the house 
to have it cleaned up, dinner cooked, 
clothes and dishes washed, etc.,' will 
be to sit in a big easy chair and push 
buttons. Nice life. 

MOODY SMITH weighs abo u t 
three pounds less than a bulldozer and 
is getting, bigger and bigger every 

day. He must really get some pow. 
el-ful good vittles. 

STRANGER THINGS HAVE HAp. 
PENED THAN: 

ONIL AND RUBY not talking to 
each other; EVIE SUMMERS going 
to a dance; IVEY GRIMES singing; 
EMMA PITTS not taking her rest 
powders; BUDDY PROVOST not dis
cussing last Sunday's meeting and 
how much chow he ate; JEFF WIL
LIAMS not wearing his boots; DOR
OTHY WILLIE not walking fast and 
being in a terrific hurry; CLEO BOLlS 
WITHOUT HIS RED BOOTS; BUT 
WE DONT' KNOW WHEN! 

We'll have to hand it to Dick Hen
dicks' crew of women who stack 
suares at Temple-White. Theirs is a 
never-ending job in good weather and 
bad, in hot summer a~d chilly winter. 
But it's a job that must be done. They 
deserve congratulations from every
body for being such an efficient con
scientious bunch and we hand it to 
'em! 

Here are some safety suggestions 
we should ALL observe throughout 
1948-things we should keep in mind 
EVERY DAY for our own protection 
and for the protection of those who 
work around us: . 

1. Pick up all unnecessary objects, 
whatever they might be, from the 
floor of the plant. They can cause fa! 
tal falls-and it's bad housekeeping 
to have them there in the first place. 

2. Keep Coke bottles out of the 
standards on trucks. A broken one 
could cause serious cuts. And they 
have no bussiness being there any
way. 

3. REMOVE ALL SPILLED OIL 
AND GREASE from floors-and reo 
move it as quickly as possible. Clean 
it off benches and machines immed
iately. Oil and grease can cause fires 
and they can cause somebody to slip 
and fall into an open saw. This is 
VERY IMPORTANT. Clean it up and 
clean it up NOW. 

4, Watch your step on open runways 
during the cold weather we're having. 
It's a long way to the ground and if 

• somebody failed to exercise simple 
care and fell off it'd probably break 
something besides their watch crystal. 

5. DON'T A TTEMPT TO LIFT 
ANYTHING THAT YOU THINK 
MIGHT BE TOO HEAVY FOR YOU. 
Get somebody to help in case there 
is ANY doubt. It may be great sport 
to try to impress somebody. with your 
Herculean strength by trying to pick 
up one end of a box car, but the hos
pitals of this country have had a lot 
of patients who have tried it and you 
can't win. When you do lift ANY
THING, lift with your legs and not 
your back. 

7. Oily rags and open buckets of in
flammable fluids constitute one of our 
most dangerous fire hazards. Don't 
leave them exposed-put them away 
in their proper places so we'll all have 
a place to work instead of a pile of 
ashes that used to be a handle fac
tory. 

S. DON'T SMOKE IN RESTRICTED 
AREAS! 

Let's all keep up the old Temple
White spirit through 1948 and play 
ball for each other, the company, and 
ourselves. 'We've got a swell bunch 01 
folks to work with and a swell bunch 
to work for. Let's all pitch in and do 
what we can to improve our work, 
maintain efficiency in producing han
dles, and making our own individual 
jobs more valuable to ourselves and 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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SERMONETTE • • • 
By REV. G. A. WIELAND 

There is something very appealing 
in the story 01 the Wise Men, those 
mysterious strangers who came "from 
the East" to worship at the cradle of 
the Babe of Bethlehem. We don't 
know who they are, whence they 
came. or what became of them after 
they visited the Stable and presented 
their gifts. Art and literature and 
primitive tradition have supplied many 
interesting details, but actually all 
that we know about them is written 
in a few brief verses in the "good 
news" as recorded by St. Matthew. 

In spite of the lack of convincing ev
idence, however, the Epiphany story 
deserves a permanent place in the lit· 
erature of the Christian religion. It 
lifts the story of the Nativity out of 
its otherwise narrow and provincial 
background and gives it that universal, 
world·wide setting and prominence it 
so richly deserves. For this Child, 
whose birthplace they sought, and be 
fore whom they bowed down in rev-~ 
erence and awe, was not destined to 
be a national figure, but a world's 
Saviour and Sovereign Lord. His life 
was destined to make but little impact 
on His own people, even when it was 
shaking much of the known world to 
its very foundations. 

It must be remembered that the 
Jews were not alone in their hope of 
a revelation from the skies. There was 
a restlessness throughout the world, a 
passionate longing for a larger meas
ure of the truth. Existing religions 
were accepted but faileed to satisfy. 
Everywhere thinking men were seeking 
a more convincing explanation of life 
and of its meaning than had previous
ly been granted them. Poets, philoso
phers, students, priests, men of every 
:Fe<?iJ and country and creed, weire grop
ing for a revelation, a vision, a mes
sage from the heavens, which would 
relieve their doubts and answer their 
questionings. 

Of this perSIstent longing the Wise 
Men are a symbOl and a sign. Always, 
and never more so than today, man 
has been seeking and aspiring, fol-. 
lowing stars of hope that beckoned 
him on. Sometimes his quest has been 
fruitless for a season and he has 
simply marked time. Sometimes pro· 
gress has been tiring and slow as the 
sources of information were closed to 
him. Sometimes he has actually slip· 
ped backwards, losing much of the in· 
formation and inspiration previously 
gained. Sometimes he has followed the 
wrong road or the wrong guide. But 
his passion for more knowledge ot 
himself and ot his universe has never 
completely deserted him. 

The researches and discoveries of 
the scientist and explorer, the new 
ways 01 healing or preventing disease, 
the blessings brought to mankind 
from the laboratory or the inventor's 
'Vorkshop, all bear witness to man's 
struggle for a better world. The 
growth of colleges and universities tes· 

,..lilies eloquently to man's passionate 
desire for mote light and more truth. 
Tbegrowth of socIal agencies and oth
are the product of his growing sense 
01 responsibility for 'his fellows. 

In the sphere ot religion, in man's 
desire to come into closer relation
ship with God and into a fuller com· 
prehension of the workings of God's 
Providence, we see the same gradual 
climb from a lower level to a higher. 
The journey has not been an easy one, 
the "steep ascent of Heaven" must 
still be climbed, but when one com
pares the religious institutions of to.
day with those of yesterday the 
growth is evident and clear. Religious 
truth must grow a s other truth 
grows, or the instituions of religion 
will become relics of the past rather 
than beacon lights for the present. 

No philosophy, no sci;nce, and no 
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religion can afford to hamper or sup· 
press the truth. The aim of human 
thought, whether it be secular or relig· 
ious, is to ascertain facts. Every 
claim of science and every theory ot 
religion must stand on its own feet 
and offer its own credentials. It must 
welcome investigation, invite criticism, 
and justify itsel! at the bar of truh. 

The investigations of science and the 
increase of human knowledge have reo 
vealed facts that must be frankly 
faced and freely recognized. The 
claims of the Church, like any other 
claims, must stand in the light for an 
evaluation of their own worth. The 
demand today is for evidence, for cre· 
dentials, for proof. Every movement 
that would speak to the mmd 01 man 
today must speak with a clarily and 
a frankness that are convincing and 
sound. 

Men are conscious of a deep crying 
need for religion, lor something solid 
to build on, for strong convictions 
concerning life and death and hope of 
immortality, but they don't know 
where t 0 find the answers. Men of mao 
ture bodies and well disciplined 
minds are stIll in their immature in
fancy in the things of the spirit, illit
erate in the science and art of relig
ion. The Church has tile answers to 
life's problems, but cannot give its 
answers to an absentee congregation. 
Only those who seek can hope to 
find. 

Intelligent people do not expect to 
become proficient in music on a golf 
course or chemistry at a baseball 
game. They expect to devote a great 
deal of time and energy in these pur
suits. But when it comes to the nur
ture of the spiritual life and the 
growth of spiritual vision, they seem 
to expect this gift to come to them 
without effort, and are disapPOinted at 
their lack of information on this vi· 
tal subject. 

Because the Wise Men of the Epi· 
phany story were wise, they sought 
their information in the logical place. 
The Star led them to th~ City of Jeru· 
salem, to a strange city and an alien 
environment. They sought out there 
the religious organization of that tim~ 
and place, gained a working know
ledge of its literature and of the glor· 
ious hopes of Israeel's prophets. And 
it was with the aid of these two, the 
Church and the Book, that they ar· 
rived in Bethlehem and found the 
King they sought. 

They didn't confer with their 
friends, who knew less about the sub
ject than they did themselves. They 
didn't worship God in "the open air''', 
as so many of his ignorant children 
are prone to do. They went out to the 
recognized channels 01 religious in· 
formation and religiOUS instruction. 
They found what they sought because 
they were intelligent seekers, who 
knew where to look for their facts and 
used them when found, in planning 
their future actions. They were 
honest seekers and perSistent against 
all obstacles. 

Church, and Book may offer but lit· 
tle incentive to those who have no de
sire for spiritual progress and spirit· 
ual peace. The presence of a Church 
in a community, or of a Book in a 
closet, will not of themselves reveal 
the secrets ot the religious lite, nor 
create a Christian world. But they 
are valuable helps for the seeker of 
the truth, it he will consistently use 
them, for the Church is the School 
of Religion and the Bible is its text· 
book. 

It is from the Church and from its 
membership, clerical and lay, that the 
power must come to interpret and 
leaven modern life. For the Church 
is the Living Body of those, who, feel· 
ing the need, have sought for more· 
knowledge and closer union with 
God. It isn't a Lodge of Perfection, 

First Baptist Church 
Calendar For 1943 

FEBRUARY 9th to 13th: Y. W. A. 
Focus Week. February 17th: Workers 
Conference. Music revival February 
8th to 13th. Mr. Edd Gibbs, teacher. 

MARCH 1st to 5th: Annie Arm· 
strong Week of Prayer. March 2nd: T. 
U. Program Planning Meeting. March 
15th·19th: T. U. Study Course, State 
Worker. March 23rd~ Workers Con· 
ference. March 28th: Home Mission 
Day. March 29th: Sunday School Offi
cers and Teachers Meeting. March 
30th: T. U. Program Planning Meet
ing. 

APRIL 4th·11th: Youth Revival, 
Youth team leading. April 6th, 7th, and 
8th; Sunday SchOOl Convention. April 
19th-23rd: Sunday S c h 0 0 I Study 
Course. April 20th: Workers Confer
ence. April 25th: Intermediate Day. 
April 26th: Sunday School Officers 
and Teachers Meeting, April 27: T. U. 
Program Planning Meeting. 

MAY 9th: Hospital Day, Mother's 
Day. May 10th·14th: Sunbeam Focus 
Day. May 17th-23rd: Southern Baptist 
Convention. May 18th: Workers Con· 
ference. 

JUNE 1st: T. U. Program Planning 
Meeting. June 7th-17th: Vacation Bible 
School. June 13th: Fathers Day. 
June 22nd: Workers Conference. June 
29th: T. U. Program Planning Meet
ing. 

JULY 13th·23rd: Palacios Encamp
ment. July 20th: Workers Confer. 
ence. July 26th: Sunday School Officers 
and Teachers Meeting. July 27th: T. U. 
Program Planning Meeting. 

AUGUST lOth·18th: Pineywoods En
campment. August 21st and 22nd: Re
vival, Visiting Evangelist. August 30th: 
Sunday School Officers and Teachers 
Meeting. August 31st: T. U. Program 
Planning Meeting. 

SEPTEMBER 6th-10th: T. U. Study 
Course. September 20th-24th: Mary Hill 
Davis Offering. September 21st: Work
ers Conference. September 26th: Pro· 
motion Day. 

OCTOBER 4th·8th: Sunday School 
Training Course. October 21st: Asso
ciation, Zavalla. October 24th: State 
Mission Day in Sunday School. 

WEEKLY VISITATION THURSDAY 
3:00 P. M. and 6:45 P. M. 

WEEKLY CHOIR PRACTICE WED· 
NESDAY 8:00 P. M. 

BROTHERHOOD FIR S TAN D 
THIRD THURSDAY NIGHTS. 

WEEKLY PRA YER MEETING 
WEDNESDAY 7:15 P. M. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL, SUNDAYS 9:45 
A.M. 

PREACHINGS: SUNDAY 10:50 A. 
M. and 7:30 P. M. 

TRAINING UNION SUNDAY 6:30 
P. M. 

WOMENS MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
EVERY MONDAY AT 3:00 P. M. 

REMEMBER: THE SCHOOL OF 
CHURCH MUSIC WILL BE AT THE 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF DI
BOLL FEBRUARY 8th-13th. MR. EDD 
GIBBS OF DALLAS, TEACHER. 
CLASSES WILL BE HELD TWICE 
DAILY: 4 to 5:30 P. M. and 7 to 9:30 
P. M .. THIS SCHOOL IS FREE TO 
THE PUBLIC AND EVERYONE IS 
WE L COM E REGARDLESS OF 
CHURCH AFFILIATION. 

a company of pious perfectionists who 
know all of the answers and have 
solved all of the problems of human 
life. It is rather a sincere company 
of sinners, of spiritual weaklings, con
scious of their lacks, but seeking to 
be made robust and strong, a student 
body, Who expects to study together, 
and pray together, and learn together 
that they may become more worthy 
servants of the Lord they serve. 

To b a wise man is to grow in grace 
and in the knowledge and love of God. 

PAGE FIVE 

Woods 
Roundup 

ARTHUR WHITE, who drives log 
truck number 86, recently committed 
matrimony. Since then, every time he 
stops his truck, or gets stuck -- or 
has to wait for his logs-he goes to 
sleep. They're telling around the garage 
that A. J. Wells had such a hard time 
waking him the other day he ALMOST 
kicked the door of Arthur's truck off 
and still Arthur slept peacefully on. 

We suggest that LEE NEWLAND al
ways take with him a change of clothes 
--complete with shirt, shoes, trousers, 
and aU the accessories. It seems that 
not long ago he had to come all the 
way home to put on a complete new 
garb,' 

Another newcomer to Diboll during 
the month of January was JAMES 
F ARLEY, son of Bobby and Dorothy 
Farley-and Eddie's second grandson. 
CONGRATULATIONS! 

GEORGE WATTS is spending most 
(jf !1:s. time these days just waiting-
but not for logs': The'f say ht:: .::Hher has 
a new truck coming for himself or will 
get McHenry Kimmey's old one in case 
McHenry beats him to the draw-so 
he keeps one eye looking out across the 
highway in the direction of Lee Estes 
garage just in case said truck comes in. 
He W~iltS to get there first and take 
possession_ 

FINIS ASHWORTH can now start 
back eating at home since he's moved 
from ou on Highway 103. He's been 
a board~ng house customer, he says, 
long enough. 

And speaking of boarding houses, we 
have some inside information on 
HUGH TIMS and his plans for the fu
ture. Some say they have seen him 
studying blueprints, plans, and all 
kinds of menus and they think that he's 
figuring on opening up an eating place 
at Hull, Texas, near the new Southern 
Pine timber holdings 'up there. He has
n't said anything about it to anybody 
but we're all anxious for him to get 
the business started because he looks 
like he's been fed pretty well and it's 
our guess that the vittals will be o. k. 
Don't count on this, though, until you 
contact Hugh. 

Ask EDGAR McADAMS just what 
kind of dirt digger the little boy called 
him the other day when he was run· 
ning the dragline in Diboll. 

BARTY BREAZEALE can't under· 
stand why they want to push JESS 
PARKERS labor truck off on him and 
let Jess have a new one. He figures 
that if the old one isn't good enough 
for Jess they ought to junk it--'because 
it sure wouldn't be good enough for 
him_ 

ALVIN (FATTY) LANDRUM left 
Diboll some months ago, came back 
all banged up. Saw him at the "Kim
mey Motor Company" garage where the 
boys were kidding him about leaving 
in the first place. They said when he 
left Southern Pine Lumber Company 
it was just like a biddy leaving a hen
in other words, he got off to a town 
where they had paved streets and did'
n't know exactly what to do_ Some of 
them added that if he ever left again 
he might get killed, so we're going to 
try to talk him into staying just for 
his own protection. 

Anybody seeking information of any 
description about logging operations of 
Southern Pine Lumber Company can 
find out ALL about it down at the 
store practically any time of day from 
N. M_ (EO) PITTS. Bo's favoritt place 
to lecture is by the steam radiator near 
the front entrance and we guarantee 
that if you go there he will tell you 
EVERYTHING there is to know about 
the woods, the wood crews, where they 
are, what they're doing-and what 
they're doing wrong_ If you go in there, 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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AJlound . the Town Wilh 
Eddie Mae BJiadley ... 

The second semester has begun at 
Temple High School in Diboll and the 
entire student body seems to be work. 
ing harder than ever before-and act
ing better. We hope this situation will 
last through the montth of May and 
that the improvement in the students 
generally will become greater and 
greater. The faculty appreciates the 
enthusiasm of the students of Temple 
High and it is our sincere wish that 
every boy and girl in our school will 
continue their studies until gradua
tion. So many. fall by the wayside and 
drop out of school before they have 
finished; some, of course, because cir
cumstances force them to do so to 
help care for their families. But un
less the need is extremely urgent and 
the help absolutely necessary the boy 
or girl should get every day of educa
tion qvailablE~ to them. It will mean 
so much more to them in later years 
and be their most valuable asset. 

Our basketball teams are making a . 
"~i'eal name for our school, es·pecially 

the boys. They have played . nine· 
games and won them all but one. Sat
urday, January 24, the boys team of 
Temple High, in an invitation tourna
ment in Livingston in which sixteen 
teams particpated from that number 
of towns in the East Texas area, came 
off with FIRST HONORS, winning the 
tournameent and another handsome 
trophy. The boys say they are going 
to win so many trophies we'll· have to 
build them a "Tiger Trophy" room 
just to hold them. 

We should ALL give ou:: support to 
these basketball teams because they 
are really outstanding and a credit to 
our . town. Games are playeed every 
Tuesday Night at the school. (Next 
season we will be playing in our new 
gymnasium and that means regardless 
IOf the weather. And our teams will be 
a real credit to the new gymn, too, if 
they continUe to play like they are 
playing this season.) 

On February 14th Temple High 
School will hold its annual invitation
al basketball tournament. Drawings 
will be held at 10 A. M. and play will 
begin at 10:30 A. M. There will be 
FORTY basketball teams here~twen
ty teams of boys and twenty of girls 
from all over East Texas. We ask ev· 
erybody to come to this tournament 
because it is expected to be one of the 
best we have ever held and we guar
antee to show you som real basketball. 

The faculty of H. G. Temple High 
School is working hard to attain their 
gaal of $100. We have plenty af at
tractians in the cammunity and at the 
schaal and we earnestly salicit your 
suppart. Come by and see these 
things and help us go over the top in 
aur drive! 

We are happy to have some new 
stl~dents in our school-the Blade 
children from Louisiana. Welcome! 

Herbert (Diball) Allen is a former 
Temple High student who really ha~ 
retained his schaol spirit. He was 
home on January 24th from Texas 
Callege and went to Livingston to see 
our boys win the big tournament 
Ithere. His father, Walter Allen, is 
impraving nicely after quite a long 
illness during which time he was hos
pitalized. Another Allen boy, Frank
lin, is one of the best basketball play
ers Diboll has ever had. He and E. C. 
Williams were the standout players 
in the Livingstan Taurnament. 

You might be interested in knaw
ing the scores in Temple HIgh's Tour
nament victory. Here they are: 

Diboll 25-Corrigan 10 
Diball 17-Alto 16 
Diboll 36-Colmesneil 12 
Diball 9--·Mascaw 2 
Since the last issue of the Buzz 

Saw two hames have been destroyed 
by fire in our community. Everyone is 
urged to be extremely careful, espec
ially with gaSOline heaters and stoves, 
and not take any chancees on a fire 
in your awn hause. Luckily we have 
had no. one inured in Diboll as a result 
of a fire but the children af one fam
ily narrawly escaped being trapped 
and that should be reminder enaugh 
to EVERYBODY to take EXTRA pre
cautions against this terrible thing 
called fire in the home. We cannot be 
too careful, ~oa watchful, in this fire 
prevention at hame. 

Another ~hing about the value af be
ing. careful in this regard is the fact 
that ONE burning hause might, with 
high wind conditions prevailing, set 
mast if nat all of aur houses on fire 
and burn nat only your own home o\l.t 
but also the hames af your neighbars 
and friends. Such a disaster as that in 
Diball MUST be prevented, so let me 
urge yau all to TAKE NO CHANCES 
WITH FIRE. Most fires start in the 
kitchen. Inspect yours. Leave. no 
matches lying around or oil or ,gaso· 
line soaked rags. Keep gasaline ar ker
osenein a safe place AWAY from 
your stoves. Take the time to make 
your homes as safe as you can make 
it. You may save somebody's life! 

Josie Willis and Willie M. Gordon 
were recent visitars in Hauston. Jasie 
vlsted her children Robert and Ches
ter Willis Junior. Rabert warks far 
Crystal-White Company while Chester 
warks at a furniture campany. Their 
address in Houstan is 3220 Odin Ave· 
nue. 

Yaurs truly, alang with Professor 
C. O. Bradley and A. C. Henderson, 
went to Tyler to the Delta Sigma Theta 
Sqrarity meeting held there recently. 
We had a very successful meeting 
and an enjoyable trip. 

W. E. Smith and wife are the par
ents of a brand new baby bay barn 
recently. Both af them are ex-students 
of Temple High School. Our hearti~st 
congratulatians and best wishes for 
the yaung fellaw! 

The churches in Diball are daing 
really great work. Amang other pro
grams for the near future will be the 
Tauring Singing Convention at Shiloh 
Baptist Church on February 15th for 
one af Temple's teachers-Ruby Sim
mons. She invites everyone to attend. 

REMEMBER OUR TOURNAMENT 
ON FEBRUARY 14TH. COME OUT 
AND GIVE THESE TEAMS YOUR 
WHOLEHEARTED . $UPPORT AND 
SHOW· THE VISITORS THAT DI· 
BOLL IS A REAL BASKETBALL 
HOST! 

---0---

Former Dibollians . . . 
ELIZABETH FERGUSON, daughter 

af . the late Arch Ferguson, who. was 
Master Mechanic for many years at 
the T. S. E. shops, graduated from Di
boll High School in 1926 and was vale
dictorian of the class. She now lives 
in Houstan and teaches school-an ac
cupation she has followed since 1928. 
Elizabeth is married to J. R. Brinson 
who is with the Texas Company in 
Houston. Their address is 7401 Mag
nolia Street, Mason Park, Houston. 

ALVIN MILES is a professor in Rob
ert E. Lee JuniaI' College at Gaose 
Creek, Texas. He and his wife Esther 
have one child, Norman, age 10. Alvin 
is the son of the late John Miles who 
was a Sauthern Pine employee in Di
boll many years. 

FAUSTINE ALLDAY works for 
Southland Paper Mills in Lufkin where 
he is yard foreman. Faustine lives in 
Redland--a few miles north of Luf-, 
kin--with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. P. 
H. Allday. Address: Route 3, Lufkin. 

CEll READY FOR: FREDDIE • • • 
On January 17th Rodgers Cafe was 

the scene of a real attraction which 
featured Jerry Jackson and his Beaure
gard Minstrels of DeRidder, Louisiana. 
Jerry Jackson, who. is . well known 
around these parts, brought with him 
a cast of twelve and all played thejr 
parts iIi wortderful style. Jackson was 
one of the leading actors' and doubled 
on the piano. daing· a mighty fine job 

. at both. The whole show was built 

. around, Annie Marie Pierce who 
brought down the hause with her danc-
ing, acting, and singing. The weather 
on the night af the show was bad and 
as a result the crowd was not quite 
as large as had been expected; never-
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theless, those who did tUrn aut really 
got their moneys warth and then some. 

Listening to Annie Marie sing 
"Stormy Monday" was warth the price 
of admission all by itself. 

The next time Jerry is boakedfor 
Diboll he'll draw a capacity crowd 
and even if the weather is raugh I 
think everybady' will be thereto see 
and. hear his fine traupe.· I mean he 
really had ;a show. 

When the Rodgers Skating rink ';vas 
apened a few weeks ago, J ae Reynaud 
and his band came aver fram Lak~ 
Charles, Louisiana, to.· furnish the mus
ic far the big occasial{ ,A. 'big dance 
was held, af caurse, and it was a 
whing-dilly fram the first nate to. the 
last. Reynaud played the, trumpet while 
he featured a trap drummer and vo
calist, both of wham. went over big 
with the crowd Jae's pianist was Em
ma Dell Graham and she stole the 
'Shaw, lack, stack, and barrel. She also 
sang, and did a fine job of that. But 
on the piana! How she cauld pick that 
ivor'Y! Believe me, that slick chick 
could really pkk a hot lick and it J ae 
comes back here with her sdil in his 
band they'll have to put a floor in the 
ball park to h()ld the crowd because 
they'll come frpm miles around to 
hear that Graham gal going to. tawn. 

Incidentally, you hear and read ::;0 

rn'uch abaut Rodgers, cafe and skating 
rink in Diboll simply because it is 
the hub af most all the activity araund 
here. And Radgers and Jadie, his wife, 
really keep things humming so the 
peaple will enjoy themselves and have 
a nice place to congregate. Their cafe 
is one of the cleanest business estab
lishments you ever saw anywhere and 
the fa ad th~y serve is as goad as it 
can be cooked by anybody. I haven't 
gotten any free meals from Radgers 
far all this free publicity (Not yet, 

. at least. I'm still hanging around there 
regularly, though, haping) and it's 
probably because he's doing such a big 
business he needs just the oppasite of 
advertising. At least nowadays you 
find it sometimes hard to even get in 
the place there are so. many custamers. 
The reason for such success in his 
place is not at all hard to understand, 
though, because when you go there 
you are served goad food along with 

a lot of real caurtesy and hospitality 
by the farce working behind the coun
ter. 

Rodgers and his wife really have 
worl;:cd hard and long to get their 
place fixed 'nice where they could serve' 
the public, furnish entertainment, and 
give to the people a respectable place 
to meet, enjoy good faod, and visit 
with each ther. Their place is a real 
credit to Diboll and we hape he car
ries out his pJans far improving and 
enlarging the Center as soon as pos-
sible. ' 

The Brotherhoad holds its regular 
meeting every Thursday Night in the 

. Bratherhood Hall with Dav~ O'N~il 
Presiding. The brotherhood is cont,in 
uing in their fine work of assistance 
to the needy and the distressed and in 
their various other pragrams designed 
to help the people of this cammunity 
in a variety of ways. We have had 
several victims of burn-auts recently; 
families who· last practically every
thing they owned in the world by fire. 
The Bratherhood cam~/ta their assist. 
ance in many ways and their assist
ance was highly appreciated. I'll say 
here, too, that the people whose home 
and possessians have been destroped 
by fire in Dibll-and there have been 
three cases here recently-are very 
very fartunate, after all. They are for
tunate to be living in Diboll where 
Southern Pine Lumber Company is 
always the FIRST to give aid to any 
emplayee and his family whose house, 
furniture, and other things are swept 
away by fire, or who. happens to be 
in any kind of unfortunate circum
stance. ';Yc are all fartunate to be 
working for a campany who looks an 
every employee asa member of the 
Southern Pin~'fam~y"-,-a member of 
one of the finest teams in the lllrriber 
industry anywhere-and nat just a 
name on a payrall that they have no 
interest in. If yau don't think our com· 
pany is the best lumber 'Campany· in 
East Texas to wark far, just ask 1:he 
man who has worked for some ailhe 
others-he will tell yau that this· com
pany in Diball is ane company that 
has something a lat af others ... don't 
have. The ward is spelled with five 
leHers. It's H-e-'a·r-t. You'll find a lot 
of companies with a big plant, a big 
payrall, a big timber holding, and a 
big long name. But when yau get to 
laaking for that five letter word-that 
word that means that the company 
thinks . FIRST of the welfare of itf 
employees-you wan't find many com
panies, whether they're in the lumber 
business ar whatever it is, that have 
it. Heart. It means all the difference in 
the world whether it's in a tree, an 
individual, or a company. It's the main 
thing. 

Coach Bradley really deserves a lot 
af credit for the fine basketball teams 
he has built up at Temple High Schoal 
here in Diball. The bays have already 
made a great record with such flashes 
as Mattox, Williams, Rhone; Franklin, 
and Ed Allen. The girls have· a good 
club, too, but got off to a slow start 
and haven't wan as regularly as the 
boys. In the Livingston Invitational 
tournament an January 24th our boys 
made a clean sweep af everything and 
brought back home another beautiful 
trophy to. add to. the school'scallectio.n. 
One of the brightest stars on the boys 
team is Franklin Allen whose long 
shots-sometimes fram the middle of 
the court""":'are really something to. see . 
This boy is also a star on the foot: 
ball team and should develop into one 
of the best athletes Diball has ever 
praduced. 

---0---

An intoxicated G. 1. was braught be
fore his superior officer, offered this 
excuse: "I got into bad company. I 
had a quart af whiskey and my three 
buddies didn't drink." 
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YOU CAN'T PLEASE 
EVERYBODY ... 

Walter Allen tells the story of a 
Preacher who owned a mule. One Sun
day the parson went to church with 
his little boy and the boy rode the 
mule. Some of his congregation re
marked "Look at that Preacher spoil
ing that little boy. It's not right!" So 
the next Sunday he let the boy walk 
and rode the mule himself. This time 
they said: "That lazy Parson; 100)( at 
him riding that mule and letting that 
little boy walk!" The next Sun0ay h{
was determined to please his flock so 
he and the boy BOTH rode the mule. 
Some said: "That Preacher is cruel. 
Look at him overloading that poor old 
mule". The following Sunday he 
thought surely he could please them 
-so he and the boy both walked and 
they led the mule. The people said: 
"That Preacher must be crazy-bring· 
ing a mule to church with nobody 
riding him". Next Sunday he left the 
mule at home and the congregation 
said: "That preacher has no sense at 
ALL. There he is feeding a mule and 
not using him." So, to stop all the 
criticism, he sold the mule. And some 
then said: "The preacher has sacri
ficed his transportation for a few 
pieces 0 f silver. He shouldn't love 
money like that". And they put him 
out of the church. The moral of this 
story is simply this: YOU CAN'T 
PLEASE EVERYBODY. 

-()--.----.--

RAT TALES 
(Continued from Page 4) 

they had to wear badges to keep from 
trying to sell to each other. You could 
buy it "aged" for as long as six 
months, "good" that was thirty days 

".---~-..tmm the still, or "just shinney" that 
was sometimes still warm. They called 
it a "Character Builder" drink, saying: 
"It'll make a jackrabbit spit in a bull· 
dog's eye and if that don't take char
act~r I don't know what does". It was 
really bad-they say. 

Later-and in comparative recent 
years-the stills were put out of busi
ness, churches in Diboll became very 
active, charitable organizations began 
to reallyl function, and civic clubs 
were formed as the town squared 
away to work together and make bet
ter citizens of our boys and girls and 
a better Diboll all the way around. 
Southern Pine Lumber Company gave 
its wholehearted support to the pro· 
gram ot better schools, better church
es, better homes, and better working 
conditions. Together the people and the 
company tackled the job of making 
this, our town, the best. We 
have a higher standard of living in 
Diboll at a lower cost than any other 
town in thi~ part of the state. We have 
more churches per capita than any 
town I ever heard of and more people 
attending those churches every month 
and every year. We have some high 
priced items-food, for example-that 
cost us-just as much as they cost peo
ple anywhere else. But we have lots 
of items of necessary expense that 
come to us for MUCH LESS money 
than they come to people in practi
cally every other town in East Texas. 
We can thank Southern Pine Lumber 
Company for these-lower rent, free 
'water, lower cost of utilities, and any 
number of others. 

Any way you take it, though, Diboll 
has come a long way from the brash 
backWOOds town it was forty or fifty 
years ago. We not only "caught up" 
with other smaller towns in East Texas 
-we passed them. And we're getting 
further ahead every year. 

Let's remember that there is no 
such thing as "standing still", either 
for an individual or a community. A 
man-()r a town-is either progressing 
or he's losing ground. Let's all remem-
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ber that and get behind our churches, 
our Brotherhood and our various civic 
organizations and take a more active 
part in the future of Diboll. Southern 
Pine Lumber Company is here to 
stay. The plant is a permanent oper
tion now and each year the construc
tion and repair work in Diboll will be 
done, not to last ten years or fifteen, 
but to last as long as concrete and 
steel will last. In other words, where 
we used to merely "patch up" the 
mills or the runs or something in the 
town on the theory that the company 
would cut out in a few years anyway, 
now we're rebuilding-and doing it 
with creosoted timbers and railroad 
iron. This town is going places-and 
don't forget it. Let's all support the 
company and our various town organ
izations and take a real interest in 
making Diboll a model community 
that'll be the very best town any· 
where. 

In other words, though we've come a 
long way from the Diboll of 1910 or 
1920,and even though we have here 
the best sawmill town in Texas by a 
wide margin, there is still an opportun
ity for us to constantly improve, grow, 
and become more "community con
scious". Let's work with one another, 
for one another, and be better mem
bers of the Diboll "family". HO'.v about 
it? 

---0----' 

llot Off The Handle 
(Continued from Page 4) 

to the company. Let's hit the ball-and 
I'll guarantee we'll win the game! 

COLLIS RYAN longing for an out· 
board motor so powerful itll swamp 
the boats of everybody within a hun
dred yards radius on the river. 

DICK HENLRICKS almost had a 
stroke the other morning during the 
cold spell when he saw water under
neath his brand new Kyser. When he 
found out it wasn't ruined he was the 
happiest man, for the moment, in the 
United States. 

CHARLES SMITH almost got out 
of the motorcycle business the other 
day when his machine turned the ta
bles on him, turned over, and rode 
HIM for an estimated thirty yards. He 
came out fo it OK, however, and now 
I think he's forgiven everything. 

BOOTS JACKSON is probably Di
boll's champion coffee drinker. At 
least to see him anywhere except go
ing for a cup or coming back from 
one is really an unusual sight. We 
guess he manages to down at least 
ten or twelve cups per day in be
tween visits from travelling freight 
agents ,and in between keeping the 
TSE traffic properly managed. 

And C. A. JORDAN, the other mem
ber of the TSE team would be just as 
lost without his cigar as Boots would 
be without his coffee. When C .A. gets 
his hat pulled down over his eyes and 
the old stogie lighted up, the figures 
really fly. 

I'll see you next month with an
other blast, hot off the handle. 

---o~ 

I Might Be Right 
(Continued from page 2) 

TECTED AND FED the fish put in 
the ponds from the hatchery at Jasper 
from time to time. Now we're sprink
ling cotton seed meal around the 
edges of the water every 21 days just 
as the fish hatchery people say do 
for best results, and if everybody will 
cooperate and keep anybody from 
fishing over there until next year 
we'll really have something in the 
way of fish ponds. The State furnish
es the fish to us free of charge and 
Southern Pine Lumber Company is 
paying the bill for the feed-to provide 
for all of us employed by the com· 
pany a scientifically stocked place to 
fish and enjoy ourselves. 

In the February Buzz Saw we will 
give you the story, with pictures be· 
fore and after, of the new ultra·mod· 
ern Southern Pine store which should 

be completed by the middle of the 
month. It's the classiest and most up
to-date store in any sawmill town in 
the south and should be a real eye
opener especially to people on our 
mailing list (Several hundred who live 
all over the country) who would never 
1ream that such a store exists outside 
towns ten times the size of Diboll. 

In this issue of the Buzz we are pub
lishing the 1948 calendar for the First 
Baptist Church of Diboll outlining ac
tivties planned for each of the remain
ing eleven months. If any other church
es have made up similar programs for 
the entire year, or if month-by-month 
calendars are prepared, we will be 
more than glad to publish them regu
larly in order that members of all the. 
churches in Diboll will have a double 
reminder to attend the scheduled pro
grams and meetings. 

In this issue of the Buzz Saw we 
start a new column entitled "Hot Off 
The Handle" by Frosty Davis of Tem
plc.White. Frosty is one of the most 
popular men in Diboll and we welcome 
his observations via this sheet. As most 
Df you know, - Frosty was, in his hey
day, one of the best baseball players 
East Texas ever produced, being the 
leading hitter in the Texas league one 
year with a batting average of 377! 
His column's title reflects both a touch 
of baseball and the product of the com· 
pany he works for as foreman of the 
paint division. Frosty may also be. re
membered by some of our Buzz Saw 
readers who reside someplace other 
than Diboll as the culprit who got 
mixed up with the law some weeks 
ago on the Neches river. He was charg
ed with fishing with artificial bait 
without a license and he was tried, 
too, in His Honor Judge Georg~ John
son's court in Diboll. The jury was 
composed of six citizens who were 
strictly impartial but who-had they 
been umpiring a baseball game-were 
apparently not adverse to giving the 
home town a small percentage. And 
derned if they didn't turn him loose. 
But he had a close shave because one 
tf the jurors said later that if he 
ever had to sit on another jury in a 
similar case he"d recommend that Da
vis-or whoever they had before them 
under similar circumstances-be pub
licly whipped. With a long blade of 
grass. 

Another topic of current discussion 
in Diboll is the poisoning of dogs. 
Now quite a few dogs have been kill
ed, or sa I am told, by reason of the 
fact that they have caught poisoned 
rats. And there is no question but 
what the rat eradication program is a 
VERY important program that we' 
MUST carryon until those disease 
carrying and grain destroying pests 
are completely eliminated from Diboll. 
But many think a lot of dogs have 
been DELIBERATELY poisoned sim
ply because quite a few have died, ap
parently from poison, where no rat 
poison had been put anywhere near 
-and where the dogs were kept inside 
fenced in yards. Inasmuch as nobody 
is censoring this particular piece, I 
can't help but put in my two cents 
worth on this subject as follows: Any
body who would deliberately poison a 
dog just for the H- of it (Especially 
a dog that maybe some little boy loves 
more than he loves any possession he 
has-and a lot of them certainly do 
imd quite naturally) should have some
thing pretty rough happen to him. 
Arl'd I am a firm believer in the fact 
that in the hereafter the man who 
would do such a thing WILL have 
something pretty rough happen to him. 
And if he poisons some people's dogs 
around here and gets caught at it 
he may have something pretty rough 
happen to him a whole lot sooner 
than the hereafter. 

-0---

Occupation is one great source of 
enjoyment. No man properly occupied 
was ever miserable. 

PAGE SEVEN 

\Voods Roundup 
(Continued from Page 5) 

even though you're NOT seeking infor
mation, he'll tell you about it anyway 
-just as long as you will listen! 

BONNIE BROWN is laying heavier 
steel on the T. S. E. between Peavy 
Switch and Lufkin and we heard 
it was because BOB COOK, the Travel
ling Engineer, says the Fourteen is a 
little too much engine for the 56 
pound rail. Bob, incidentally, just re
cently got his engine out of the shop 
for the 28th time. He had her in for 
the installation of new wheels under 
the tender and everybody is wonder
ing just what will be wrong next. You 
can bet there'll be something because 
everything on it has been replaced at 
least oncc--cven Bob. (He came bacIc 
just like a bogus check as most of you 
will recall). 

For the first time in his entire ca
reer, RICHIE WELLS has enough 
logs on hand and as a result George 
Watts says he's gotten smart alcck 
and refuses to talk to anybody. If it 
gets any worse we'll have to get an 
appointment if we have business to 
transact with him-or else just forget 
the business. 

---o--~ 

Former Dibollians 
CLAYTON MERCHAL KELLY is 

the son of the late Hobbs Kelly who 
was a sawyer for many years with 
Southern Pine Lumber Company. Clay
ton is in the merchant marine and 
has been since 1940. An able bodied 
seaman during the war years, he sail
ed all over the world on ships carry
ing everything from ammunition to 
food. Among other places, he wcnt to 
Italy, England, France, North Africa, 
The Netherlands East Indies Japan 
Australia, Alaska, and many dountrie~ 
in South America. Clayt 'graduated 
from Diboll High . School in 1925 and 
was one of the greatest infielders 
(Second Base) ever seen on a Diboll 
diamond, plus being a 360 hitter two 
consecutive years. He was in Diboll re
cently between trips to sea. 

---0----' 

THIS and THAT . 
\Ve get out of life what we put into 

it. If we want happiness, we must 
first learn to make others happy; if 
we want love and kindness, we must 
first give our devotion and affec.tion_ 

---0---

Nothing can hurt us save only as 
we let it. Each failure brings us near
er to success if we but profit by our 
mistakes. 

---0----' 

One man to another: "Is it true that 
you were brought up in a tough neigh
borhood?" 

"Tough? Why a cat in our neigh
borhood with a tail was a tourist!" 

---0---

You can trust a man who is con
siderate of older folks, who is kind 
to dumb animals, and whom children 
are eager to meet. 

--{)---' 

- I lived more than half my life be-
fore I learned the value of silence un
der every attack, no matter how un· 
fair. Retaliation gets nowhere. If one 
has been unjustly maligned, time will 
do more to rectify the error than is
suing denials and far more effectively 
and convincing. One has only to wait. 

---0---

Keep your heart free from hate, 
your mind free from worry. Live sim
ply; expect li.ttle, give much; fill your 
life with love; scatter sunshine. For
get yourself. Think of others and do 
as y.ou would be done by. 

-0---

As soon as it is definitely estab
lished that .the thing is impossible, 
watch some fellow come along and do 
it. 

---0---

Before flaring up at the faults of 
othcrs, pause and count ten--OF 
YOUR OWN. 
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Stric:kaad Is President 
Of DiboJ'J Brotherhood 

The Diboll Brotherhood, organized 
in 1938, is a nonsectarian organization 
iesigned to bring together the people 
of Diboll each month for a combined 
religious service, dinner, and general 
good fellowship get-together. The larg
est organization in the town, the Bro
therhood has had attendance as high 
Sts 400 for a single meeting and has 
made great strides in promoting good 
will, friendship, and unity among the 
people. 

The Brotherhood meets the second 
Thursday of each month at the com
munity hall. A large dinner is always 
prepared, there is a devotional, plenty 
of good singing led by Wes Ashworth 
-who is also chief coffee maker-and 
programs of various kinds including 
guest speakers. 

The purpose of the Brotherhood is 
to bring the people of Diboll closer 
together; to bring the membership of 
the various churches in closer contact 
with each other, and to create a gen· 
eral good neighborly feeling among 
our citizens who migh otherwise not 
have an opportunity to mix with each 
other regularly at such a wholesale 
gathering. It's regular attendance of 
(rom 200 to 400 men and women each 
month speaks for its success. 

The president of the Brotherhood 
is Ed Strickland, H. A. Cruthurds is 
Vice President, Calvin Lawrence is 
Secretary and Treasurer, and W. W. 
Jackson is chairman of the hospitality 
committee. Wilbur Pate, our school 
superintendent, and Mrs. Pate play the 
piano at the songfests and during the 
dinner, while Wes Ashworth leads the 
singing. '" 

President Strickland was elected to 
his ofiice in the Brotherhood in 1939 
and has been re-elected every year 
since. Ed came to Diboll from Pineland 
in July 1937 after having worked for 
Temple Lumber Company there and 
at Hemphill since 1924. 

The career a.f Strickland began in 
1907 on a farm in Sabine County 
where, for fourteen years, he turned 
over the good earth with his plow 
and a new leaf every Sunday morning. 
Hearing wild tales of fabulous sums 
of money being made by workers at 
a nearby sawmill-as much as $2.00 
per day-Ed unhitched his mule, hung 
up the harness, put on his shoes and 
appeared at the Watson-Jeans mill in 
search of employment. He was hired 
at $1.00 per day. That was in the year 
1921. 

After 0 n e year the Watson·Jeans 
mill shut down and Ed started to work 
for Temple Lumber Company at 
Hemphill. In 1926 he says he was mak
ing $2.50 per day and thought he was 
about the most well fixed man in Sa· 
bine County with money in every pock· 
et, a little hid out here and there in 
'tin cans, and thirty or forty dollars 
in the bank. 

In Orange, Texas, one day-wearing 
a white hat so big that it would make 
a Tom Hart special look like a beanie 
-Ed met Janie Elizabeth Humble, his 
future wife. She lived in Jena, Louisi· 
ana, and was in Orange on a visit. 
Strickland knew that for the first and 
last time he was deeply in love, so 
he rushed back to Hemphill, dug up 
all his money, withdrew his bank de· 
posits, promoted a little credit, then 
returned to Orange in a T·Model Ford 
with his hat pulled down over his 
ears, a look of determination on his 
face, and romance in his heart. He 
found her and they set the date. 

VVord reached Ed, however, that her 
father was not at all impressed with 
the handsome lad in the ten-gallon 
Stetson and the Tin·Lizzie Ford. In 
fact, the folks simply said "No" and 

ED STRICKLAND 
tha twas that. 

Strickland, being no man to be de· 
feated without a struggle, decided on 
a drastic course of action. He'd go to 
Jena and kidnap her! 

J en a, Louisiana, is 200 miles from 
Hemphill as the crow flies and 300 
as the T·Model, in those days, had to 
wind around on strictly unpredictable 
roads. But Strickland set sail. Arriv
ing at Jena before daylight on the 
29th day. of January, 1929, he rattled up 
to an all.night cafe shivering with 
cold, fright, and the eHects of the long 
ride in his steaming automobile that 
so miraculously had made the trip 
with only six flats and one broken 
spring. 

Ed was a total stranger in J ella ex
cept at the residence of Mr. and Mrs. 
Humble. And there he was unexpected, 
uninvited, unwanted, and underesti
mated-that is, by all save one. 

Never having kidnapped anybody be· 
fore, Strickland had to think fast and 
think straight. First he hired one of 
the local youngsters-a paper delivery 
boy-to go to the Humble residence, 
tap gently on a certain window, and 
inform his fiancee that Romeo had 
arrived, was waiting downtown with 
thc Justice of the Peace. Sure enough 
she managed to slip out of the house 
undetected. Two witnesses were "em
ployed" according to Ed, the clerk of 
the Parrish was sent for and arrived, 
the license was issued and the mar· 
riage performed. Hurriedly paying 
everybody a fee for services perform· 
ed, the newlyweds took off through 
the early morning mists with a wide· 
open cut·out, five gallons of gas, and 
high hopes for the future. The kid· 
napping was a success-and life ever 
after has been a happy one for them 
both. 

Ed Strickland is now dry kiln fore
man for Southern Pine Lumber Com· 
pany with some twenty-five men under 
his supervision. He has, in addition to 
that responsible job, a wide variety of 
other duties induding the mainten
ance of roads in Diboll,. the sale and 
delivery of firewood, care and opera· 
tion of wagons and 'trucks used in the 
town, the stacking of all little mill 
lumber brought into the dock, and 
many others. A saying of long stand
ing in Diboll is: "If you can't think 
who to call to do a certain job-if you 
can't decide just what department is 
supposed to handle it-quit worrying 
Stbout it and get Ed Strickland". And' 
that's exactly the way it is, too. 

Ed and Janie Strickland have four 
children-Dorothy Jane, 20; Eddie 
Mae, 18, who is married to Vernon 
Burkhalter; Mary Lou, 15, and James 
Edward, 13. Ed is a member of the 
Lions Club, President of the Brother· 
hood, Chief of the Diboll Fire Depart
ment, and one of our most active citi· 

zens in all kinds of church and char· 
ity work. In fact, Ed is always right on 
hand for anything that comes under 
the head of community betterment. 
He's a valuable employee .to the com· 
pany, he's a valuable citizen to .our 
town. And he's· one of the best all
around good fellows you'll ever meet 
anywhere. 

In fact, Ed Strickland is just hard 
to beat anyway you take him. 

---0--'--

Y·OUR JOB • • • 
Ask any successful man the reason 

for his making good and nineteen out 
of twenty times the answer will be: 
"Because I like my work." 

Every man SHOULD like his work. 
clothes and feeds his wife and children, 
pays the rent, and provides them with 
the wherewithal to enjoy the better 
things of life. A man's job is like a 
garden. Properly attended to, properly 
loved, it will someday flower into more 
worthwhile things for him to provide 
for his family and enjoy for himself.. 
A man who hates his work will neg
lect it, will shun it, will pospone doing 
the little daily things he must do to 
maintain efficiency. 

Of course many of us may be work. 
ing at a job that seems to us not the 
easiest in the world, or not one under 
the most perfect working conditions by 
reason of weather or dUst or whatnot. 
But whatever we are doing, if we do it 
better than the next fellow; if we put 
everything we've got into it-however 
humble the work may be-it is inevit· 
able that our efforts will be recognized 
and rewarded in one way or another. 
And an yman recognized as the best
whether it's the truck driver, the best 
lumber stacker, the best salesman, or 
the best sa wyer~will necessarily be a 
man who likes his job; a man with 
rightful pride in being the best in his 
line. 

A man should look upon his job as 
something possessed-something that 
is his own. And I\e should treat it with 
the same attention, the same care, the 
same love ,that he bestows upon other 
valued and cherished things that are his 
and his alone. That is the way any man 
worth his salt ought to do if he wants 

. to make his work what it should be 
and make of himself what he wants to 
be. 

---0---

The 1947 Lost- Time 
Accident Scoreboard 
Devereaux, Construction .................... 1 
Jackson, Dwellings ............ 0........... 3 
Hall, Electrical ............................ NONE 
Estes, Motor Equipment ........ NONE 
Ballinger, Hardwood Yd ......... NONE 
Strickland, Peckerwood Lumber etc" 3 
Hickman, Lath Mill ............ _...............3 
Wells, Woods Crews (all crews) .... 29 
Ramsey, Lumber Loading ................ 3 
Porter, Shops ........................................ 1 
Hamner, Mills one and two ...... ... ... 11 
Broker, Pine Yard ................................ 4 
Purdy, Planer ..........................................3 
Allen, Ponds ...... ................... ....... NONE 
Quarles, Power Plant ................ NONE 
Ed Smith, Repair Crew ............ NONE 
Goins, Send·In ............................ NONE 
Drew, Store .................................... NONE 
Nelson, Timber and Land ........ NONE 
Lawrence, Watchmen ................ NONE 
T. S. E. Railroad ........................ NONE 
Temple·White ........................................ 1 
TOTAL ............ 62 Lost-Time Accidents. 

Defeat isn't bitter if you don't swal· 
low it. 

"Blessed are they who have nothing 
to say, and cannot be persuaded to 
to say it." 

Remember any second spent today 
looking at yesterday is wasted energy. 
From Lot's wife on we have had pil· 
lars of salt unable to move because 
of the backward glance. Life is pro· 
gress. Ev'er on! Today has a goal. 
Achieve the }jest and move forward. 

JANUARY 31, 1~13 

Know Yoar Teachers' 
WILBUR P A T~, Superintendent 6f 

the Diboll Schools, came here in 1941 
from San Augustine county where' he 
was superintendent of the COllsolidated 
Schools at Massey. He attended high 
school at Bronson in Sabine County, 
then atte'nded Sam Houston State 
Teachers College at Huntsville. From 
there he \vent to The· Southern Louis· 
iana Institute at Layfatte and com. 
pleted his college work at Stephen F. 
Austin State Teachers College at Nac· 
ogdoches. He has a Bachelor of 'Science 
and a Master of Arts degree.·· 

Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Pate . have one 
child--Billy Frank, age 6. Superintend. 
ent Pate demonstrated his ability as 
a hunter on Thanksgiving day by 
bringing in a buck which he kIlled in 
Jasper county-a four pointer. He is 
also an alleged fisherman. 

ROBERT T. RAMSEY is principal 
of Diboll High School. He came here 
this year from Shelby County after 
having attended East Texas Baptist 
College and Stephen F. Austin-where, 
in both colleges, he was a star athlete 
in both basketball and footbalL He 
organized Diboll's first eleven-man 
football team this year, played two 
games, won them both. N ow .he .. is 
working on the organization of a con. 
ference of East Texas High Scl:lOOl 
teams in this area who never before 
had eleven· man teams. Among other 
teams expected to be represented will 
be Corrigan, Groveton, Chester.. Love· 
lady and probably one or two· more. 

Ramsey is a noted singer, having 
appeared on KSFA with thr~e' brbth. 
ers in a quartet specializing in :fold 
convention songs with 0 u r Ramsey 
singing tenor. He has a Bachelor of 
Science degree. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ramsey have two child. 
ren-Bobbie and Nita. 

MRS. BEATRICE BURKHAL Tf,fJ1;:i.c;. 
principal of the Diboll grade school. 
Beatrice is a native of Diboll, the 
daughter of the late W. A, Coan who 
was an employee of Southern Pine 
Lumber Company many years. She at
tended Stephen F. Austin College, has 
a Bachelor of Arts degree and is now 
working on her Masters. 

Beatrice graduated from Diboll High 
School in 1922 in the FIRST graduat. 
ing class at Diboll High and the first 
year the eleventh grade was included. 
In the class with her were Cleo Agee, 
Marcelle Stegall, Myrtle Copeland, Be· 
atrice Jones, Franklin FarringtDn, Ed 
Burris, and Herbert Stegall, or a total 
of eight students: 1922, incidentally, 
was the year Diboll High became a 
first class affiliated school. 

CLAUDE A. McCLOUD teaches' vo· 
cational agriculture, chemistry,' and 
biology. He came to Diboll from Wills 
Point, Texas, in 1946, and was original. 
ly from Grapeland in Houston County. 
McCloud is a duck hunter of great reo 
nown and a fisherman of . no conse· 
quence, being unable, he says, to catch 
them, try as he may. He has a l?ache· 
lor of Science and· a Master ,of Arts 
degree, having attended Sam H9uston 
State Teachers College at Huntsville 
and Texas A. & M. College at Colleg,e 
Station. He and his wife, Valera, have 
three chidlren-Norman,age 7, Mar· 
garet, age 5, and Janis, 3. 

MRS. MARY JANE CHRISTIAN, 
teacher in our third grade, attended 
Stephen F. Austin College in Nacog· 
doches. and has a Bachelor of' Science 
degree. The daughter of Thompson 
Broker of Diboll, Mary Jane. is mar
ried to Frank Christian who is a, mas
ter sergeant in the U. S. Army and 
stationed in Hawaii (She's expecting 
him home any day now, incidentally}' 

---0---

A man applying for a job at a fac· 
tory had to fill out an application 
form. When he came to the question 
"Who is to be notified in case. of an 
accident", he answered: "Anybody in 
sight". 
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