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Program 
Nerissa Williams Scott Welcome/Greetings 

Chair BOD - Sarah's Hope 
Charitable and Educational 

Foundation, Inc 

Bishop James Coutee Prayer 
Hour of Power Ministry 

Lift Every Voice and Sing 

Recognition of Special Guest 

Interdenominational Choir Musical Selection 

Mayor Mark Hicks Greetings 
City of Lufkin 

Keith Wriclit Greetings 
Angelina County JucTge 

Nerissa Williams Scott Introduction of Speaker 

Pastor Thomas James Words of Encouragement 
(T .J) Patterson 

Senior Assistant City 
Pastor - Elm Grove Missionary 
Baptist Church - Ft. Worth, TX 

Attorney- Ft. Worth Texas 

Nerissa Williams Scott Award Presentations 

Kenyan Lofton Smith ID Henderson,Jr. Award 

Rev. Gilbert Fears Closing Remarks 

~ 
Sarah's Hope Harriet Music Outro 
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Committee Members: 

Nerissa Williams Scott 

Keisha Williams 

Sydney Benemon 

Jurlene Sparks 

Benita Sheffield Duffield 

Robbie Jenkins 

&, 

~~sf!ope 
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Mistress of Ceremony 
Nerissa Williams-Scott 

Nerissa Williams-Scott, CEO of 
That Child Got Talent 
Entertainment, inc., Boston, MA, 
(www.tcgtentertainment.com) is a 
dedicated professor in the 
Film/Video Department at 
Massachusetts College of Art and 
the Night Manager for the 
Emerson College Paramount 
Center Film Sound Stage in 
Boston, MA. 

Nerissa is a graduate of Hampton University where she received a 
Bachelor of Art Degree in Fine and Performing Arts. She has 
received her Masters of Fine Art degree in Film Production 
( emphasis in Producing) from Emerson College. Her career 
experience includes over thirty years of working and learning in 
performing and media art. She began on stage and worked her way 
up to the position of Creative Producer for Film, TV, Live Events, 
Theatre and Music Videos. 

Nerissa's travels have set her apart in the Creative Producer role as 
she strives to balance and maneuver the job of Line Producing, 
Production Management as well as Creative Producer. She looks 
forward to the ongoing forward momentum of TCGT 
Entertainment, inc. Her favorite quote: 

"Education is what survives when what has been learned has been 
forgotten." 

---B.F. Skinner, Psy. 

Copied from an original at The History Center     2023:028     www.thehistorycenteronline.com



Speaker 
Pastor Thomas James Patterson Jr, 

Pastor Thomas James (T.J.) Patterson Jr. is the 
second child of the late Councilmember T.J. 
Patterson Sr. of Lubbock and the late Bobbie 
Gear Patterson of Lubbock, Texas. 

As a youth and young adult, Pastor Patterson was 
active in his church, school and community. He 
accepted Christ at an early age at the Bethel 
African Methodist Episcopal Church, In Lubbock, 
Texas. Reverend Patterson matriculated to North 
Texas State University in Denton, Texas and 
earned a Bachelor in Arts Degree in Political 
Science. Pastor Patterson furthered his education 
in pursuit of his career goal to be an attorney. 

In May 1990, he received a Doctor of Jurisprudence from the 
Thurgood Marshall School of Law. During law school, he continued 
his service in ministry at the Windsor Village United Methodist 
Church where pastor Patterson served as a youth leader and was 
the organizer and leader of the Boys Rites of Passage Program, a 
mentoring program for boys in 7th through 12th grade. 

In 1993, pastor Patterson moved to Austin, Texas to serve on the 
legislative staff of State Senator Rodney Ellis. In 1994, Reverend 
Patterson became Assistant Attorney General and Chief of the Civil 
Enforcement Section of the Financial Crimes Division of Texas 
Attorney General's Office. While living in Austin, Pastor Patterson 
met his lovely wife and they joined the Mount Sinai Missionary 
Baptist Church under the leadership of Pastor A.W.A. Mays. Pastor 
Patterson organized and led the Boys Rites of Passage Program. He 
also served as a planner and instructor for Mount Sinai's Men and 
Boy's retreats and as leader of the Mount Sinai Legal ministry. 
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Awardee 
Mr. I.D. Henderson Jr,. 

A Man of Courage 
gJ 

In 1951 Mr. I.D. Henderson left Lufkin to enlist 
in the Army at Fort Sam Houston. It was through 
the Army that Mr. Henderson gives credit for 
opening his eyes to a bigger world. He went on to 
re-enlist and serve his country for 20 years. 

Upon returning to Lufkin, Mr. Henderson 
continued his calling to serve through efforts to 
uplift his community. In his efforts to serve in an 
elected position, he realized that as long as the 
elections were city wide and or county wide, it 
would be almost impossible for an African 
American to be elected. Therefore, he filed suite 
that was heard by none other than Justice 
Williams Wayne Justice. They won. 

Mr. Henderson went on the be the First African American elected to any 
seat in Angelina County and the first African American County 
Commissioner. He served as County Commissioner for 20 years. 

Mr. Henderson founded the Association 
of Black County Commissioners, 
President of our local Citizens Chamber 
of Commerce and President of the Cedar 
Grove Water Supply. He also served as 
president/ chairman of Pinewood Park 
Apartments. There have been only three 
African American County Commissioners 
for Angelina County. 

A man of the people, a pioneer, and man 
of courage - Mr. I. D. Henderson, Jr. 

'"-llfWPWtc#-l'riuW-.it-.-,-& 

Groundbreaking politician 
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. 
Awardee 

Kenneth Timmons, Sr. 
Born and raised in Angelina Co, he is proud of his 
heritage, Mr. Timmons believes his strength came 
from the tight community of African Americans 
here in Lufkin. African Americans stuck together. 

Mr. Timmons grew up in Shiloh Baptist Church of 
Lufkin. He remembers fondly he education in the 
Lufkin schools. 

Mr. Timmons contributed the strict hand of Coach Redd in making sure the 
boys behaved. He demanded respect. If you were ever caught doing 
something you were not supposed to do, Coach Redd would carry you to the 
"Board of Correction". 

His first form of activism was with some of his classmates they attempted to 
integrate the Lufkin Dairy Queen. They were trying to let the whole town 
know that the Black students were just as good as anyone else. Respect, that 
is what it was all about. 

In September of 1964 he went to the Air Force. His first station was in South 
Dakota, Strategic Air Command near Rapid City, South Dakota. He did his 
time in the military and returned to Lufkin. Big changes had occurred upon 
his return. Mr. Timmons worked at Lufkin Industries for ten years and in 
1976 he went to work for Perry Brothers as their first Black manager in 
Lufkin. 

It was I.D. Henderson that encouraged him to seek election to County 
Commissioner for Precinct Two in Angelina Co. Even though they were 
cousins, Mr. Henderson felt he could do the job. He was successful and 
spent 20 years in that position. As commissioner, his first priority was the 
roads in the county. He also served in the Health Board and Angelina County 
Economic Development Board. He was re-elected five times. 
Mr. Timmons now serves as the President of Angelina County Citizen's 
Chamber of Commerce. Living and serving in Angelina County has been a 
joy. Although I am retired, I am still committed to giving service to the 
community 
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Awardee 

Herman Woolbright 
I believe that we were all put here on earth for a 
particular purpose, and it is up to us to find out 
what our purpose is. In order for us to fulfill 
our purpose, we were all sent to this earth with 
certain talents or tools to work with, or 
otherwise we would be of very little use to 
anyone. 

My purpose in life may be so di:flerent from 
yours that it just does not make any sense to 
you, but we are all di:flerent. Our main purpose 
for being here is to serve God and to be of 
service to our fellow man. I truly believe that 
my purpose for being here is to lead people in 
some capacity. 

I have been involved in public service since I was 22 years old, and I have 
never regretted one minute of that time. After being here in Huntington 
for more than 22 years, I am still being asked the question, ''What brought 
you to Huntington and what has kept you here?" 

We have gained so many good friends, and have had the pleasure at 
meeting so many interesting people. We have been able to get involved 
with so many things here in the Huntington community. When we got 
here I found that the Pilgrim Home Church needed another deacon, the 
young ladies in the community needed the wisdom of my wife to help 
guide them in the right direction. Just a few years later the city needed to 
appoint a new council member, and I was asked and accepted that 
position. 

Now, just a few more years later the city needed to appoint a new mayor, 
and so we stepped in again to try and serve the people. I do believe that we 
should all find out what it is that we should be doing and get about doing it. 
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Awardee 
DonBoyd 

Mr. Boyd made history by being elected as 
the first Black Councilman for the City of 
Lufkin representing Ward 2. Mr. Boyd 
was native of Houston, TX. 

Mr. Boyd chose a career in Education. 
After teaching on two other school 
districts he moved to Lufkin in the 1960's. 
In addition he served as Regional 
Coordinator with motivation, Education 
and Training, Inc. and marketing 
Specialist for the Texas General Land 
Office. 

Before retirement, he also worked as a Detention Officer for the 
Angelina County Sheriff's Office and as Manager of the Pinewood 
Park Apartments. 

As the first Black person elected to the Lufldn City Council, Mr. Boyd 
set the mark for excellence in City Government. He was elevated to 
the position of Mayor Pro Tern and honored for outstanding service 
as a member of the Attorney General's Municipal Advisory 
Committee. Mr. Boyd participated in numerous civic and social 
activities. He was active in uplifting African Americans in the 
National League of Cities, National Black Caucus of Local County 
Extension Program Building Committee, Prince Hall Grand Lodge of 
Texas F&AM, Angelina County Citizens Chamber of Commerce, 
NAACP, President of the Concerned Black Men of Lufldn Coalition 
of Black Democrats and the A. Phillip Randolph Institute. 

Mr. Don Boyd was committed to service. His motto was: "Helping 
people was what I enjoy most." 
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Awardee 

Lynn.Malone 
Lynn Malone was born on July 17, 1947 to 
the union of Oscar A. Malone, Sr. and Mary 
L. Malone in Nacogdoches, TX. He was very 
close to his parents and siblings and he 
loved them dearly. Lynn graduated from 
E.J. Campbell High School in Nacogdoches, 
TX in 1965 and after graduating from high 
school, he enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corp. 
where he served for 2 years. 

Lynn worked at Champion Paper (formerly 
the Paper Mill) for many years starting out 
pulling wood off the conveyor and later was 
promoted to work as a Lab Technician for 
many years until he became disabled from a 
back injury. 

Lynn was very dedicated to his community and he highly believed in 
civil rights for people of color. He served as a Lufkin City 
Commissioner from years 1984-1987. He also was involved in the 
NAACP where he was an active member and served as an officer 
and he was an active member of the Black Chamber of Commerce in 
Lufldn, TX. Lynn loved spending time with his family, sitting on the 
front porch of his home on MLK Jr Dr. and watching CNN to keep 
up with politics of this world. He also enjoyed watching court 1V 
shows until he passed away on October 24, 2014. 

At the time of his death, he was preceded in death by his parents, 
Oscar and Mary Malone and his brother, Oscar Malone, Jr. Lynn 
Malone made a major impact in the Lufldn, TX community and is 
missed greatly by his family, friends, and colleagues. 
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Awardee 
Percy A~ Simond, Jr. 

Mr. Simond passed peacefully on Wednesday, 
April 8, 2015 in Lufkin, Texas with his loving wife, 
Princess, at his side. Mr. Simond was dedicated to 
God, family, friends, his community and living life 
with a purpose. His favorite sayings were, "If I 
don't, who will," and "If it ain't broke, don't fix it,". 

He credited his parents with molding his strong 
work ethic and his strong sense of community 
service. After graduating from Dunbar High 
School, Lufkin, Texas, Mr. Simond continued his 
education at Texas College in Tyler, Texas before 
joining the U.S. Army. He lived and worked in Los 
Angeles, California for 31 years before returning 
to Lufkin in 1979. 

After returning to Lufkin, Mr. Simond's mission was to work to improve the 
quality of life for residents of Lufkin, particularly the residents of North 
Lufkin. Mr. Simond served as a member of the Lufkin City Council for 18 
years. His most notable contributions to the Lufkin community include 
working tirelessly with the City on the plans for many street improvement 
projects, Temple Foundation funding for clean-up campaign, demolition of 
sub-standard housing, and additional parking at Jones Park. 

Mr. Simond was a faithful member of Long Chapel CME Church, and for 
many years, he served as chairman of the steward board. Also, he was a 
member of the Angelina County Citizens Chamber of Commerce, Deep East 
Texas Council of Governments, Voters; League, Urban League, and a life 
member of the National Association for Advancement of Colored People. In 
addition, he was a devoted member of the Improved Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elk and served as assistant to the Grand Exalted Ruler 
for many years. 

Among those left to celebrate Mr. Simond's inspiring life are: his devoted 
and loving wife, Princess, his two caring sisters, Christa Simond Ingram, 
Lufkin, Texas and Jacqueline Rodman, Madison,Wisconsin; sister-in-law, 
Juanita Simond, Las Vegas, Nevada; a wealth of wonderful, loving, caring 
and supportive nieces and nephews; compassionate cousins, other relatives 
and devoted friends. 
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Awardee 
Rev. Gilbert Fears 

GILBERT WAYNE FEARS, respectfully, known 
as "Gil" to his friends and family. A respectful, 
honorable man who keeps his word. You can go 
to him in confidence and hear the truth and not 
a lie. Rest assured, he will always tell you the 
truth. 

GIL is a father of three beautiful daughters, 
Keya, Brandi and LaShona; two sons, Gilbert, 
II, and Marquis; he has eight grandchildren. He 
is married to his wife of 26 years, Sheryl R. 
Fears. 

Gil is talented, comical, and fun to be around. Gil is a Gospel Radio 
Announcer extraordinaire ... He has extensive experience in Radio Sales, 
and Communication. He has worked as a Gospel Radio Broadcaster for 
over 43 years; having an ample amount of experience in Radio, Sports, 
'IV, and Public Relations. He is known as a Community Activist, wherein 
he strives to make a difference every day in the lives of those he meets. 
Presently, you can hear him on KPFK 90. 7 FM Radio, North Hollywood, 
where he volunteers his time as Host of "Edna Tatum's Gospel Oassics", 
heard every Sunday morning from 6-SA.M. 

Gil is a former student of Faith Seminary; a graduate of Bethany Christian 
Bible College (BCBC), where he presently serves as an instructor, teaching 
the Book of Ephesians. Gil is a former student of Los Angeles City College 
and Columbia School of Broadcasting. Broadcast Journalism and Radio 
Programming were his fields of study. 

Gil is a God fearing/praying man. He serves as Associate Minister, 
counselor & teacher here at Greater Ebenezer MBC. He also serves on the: 
Ministerial Staff/ Sunday School Teacher, Class #2 The Ruth Circle/ Music 
Ministries/ Career Day/ Job Fair Ministry & Outreach Ministries. 
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Awardee 
Larry Kegler 

A community servant: He was among 
the first to serve on the Lufldn School 
District's Tri Ethnic Committee, 
appointed by the late Federal Judge 
(William Wayne Justus) to assist LISD 
during the tie of the desegregation 
order. 

He served the city of Lufldn as a 
councilman for Ward #3 for 3 years. 
While serving as City Councilman for 
Ward #3 he spearheaded getting homes 
painted, constructions completed and 
the development of The Lufldn Land 
Park on Dale Street in Lufldn. 

Mr. Kegler served for 18 years as a member of the Lufldn ISD Board 
of Trustee. During his time on the Board, he was instrumental in 
supporting and helping to pass two bond elections totaling over 
eighty million dollars. He served as President, Vice-President and 
Secretary during his board membership. It was during his tenue on 
the LISD Board that the District received state recognition as the 
School Board of the year for the State of Texas. 

Mr. Kegler has many FIRSTs here in Lufldn: Among the first Black 
students to attend Lufldn High School and graduate from Lufldn 
High School. One of the first Black students to play football at Lufldn 
High School. One of the first students to attend the newly established 
Angelina Jr. College. 

He was drafted into the US Army and stationed in Anchorage, 
Alaska. Family is very important to Mr. Kegler which is why he has a 
continuing desire to make Lufldn the best place to live, worship and 
go to school. 
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Awardee 

Rose Boyd 
Although her birthplace was in Dallas, 
TX, her family moved to Houston, TX 
which she always referred to as home. 
She was a graduate of Phyllis Wheatley 
High School and Texas Southern 
University. Upon moving to Lufldn in the 
early 1960's, Rose served as a teacher in 
the Lufldn Independent School District. 
She transitioned to the Lufldn State 
School in 1967, where was employed for 
36 years. She served in various roles 
during her career at the Lufldn State 
School. 

With the untimely passing of her husband, Rose was appointed to 
finish the last year of his 8th term as Councilmember of Ward 2. 
She was then re-elected as Councilmember of Ward 2 and 
eventually served almost 8 years on the Lufldn City Council. Rose 
and Don received special recognition from the city for 30 years of 
continuous service representing Ward 2 as City Council members. 

Rose is a member of Abundant Life United Methodist Church and 
has served in many capacities to include church treasurer and 
communion steward. She also has been a representative with the 
Texas Annual Conference and the District Board of Ordained 
Ministry. Rose is a Golden Life Member of Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority Inc, and she has served on Angelina County Child Welfare 
Board and the board of the Deep East Texas Council of 
Governments. 
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Awardee 

R.L~ Kuykendall 
A native of Galveston, Mr. Kuykendall 

graduated from Texas Southern University 

with a major in Music Education. He 

received his BA degree from TSU in 1961 and 
1 his MA degree in 1969. Mr. Kuykendall 

received an Administration Certification 

from Stephen F. Austin State University in 

197 4. His professional experience includes 

working as an Administrator for Lufkin ISD 

and Crockett ISD. Mr. Kuykendall has taught 

in Lufkin, Coldspring, Shepherd, and 

Kendleton, and retired from Garrett Primary 

School as Principal in 1997. 

He was appointed as an adjunct professor at Stephen F. Austin 

State University in the fall of 1997. Mr. Kuykendall is active in 

community and civic activities. He is a member of the New Zion 

Baptist Church where he serves as a member of the Church 

Trustee Board. He is a member of the Concerned Black Men of 

Lufkin, a member of the Board of Directors of The Museum of 

East Texas, a member of the NAACP, and a member of the Lufkin 

Host Lions Club. Mr. Kuykendall served on the City #39's 

Planning and Zoning Commission from February 1992 until 

February 1998, and was elected to the City Council in May 1998. 
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Awardee 
Victor Travis 

On January 19, 1947, in Galveston Texas. 
After moving to San Deigo, California with 
his mother, her husband Edward Travis 
adopted him and changed his name to 
Victor Lee Travis. In 1966 he graduated 
from the International School of Bangkok 
in Bangkok Thailand. After graduation 
Victor returned to Lufkin and was drafted 
into the United States Army where he 
served his country for twenty years. 

After retiring from the Army, he returned to Lufkin and began his 
education at Stephen F. Austin State University where he received 
his degree in Education. After completing his education, he began 
teaching at Brandon Elementary where he taught sixth grade 
Science and Social Studies, later moving to the Middle School and 
continued to teach sixth grade science and coach several Destination 
Imagination teams. 

Victor Travis truly has a servant's heart. He started the community 
garden, donated land to Habitat for Humanity, tutored students 
after school at Abundant Life after school tutorial program, taught 
at the Concerned Black Men summer basketball camp and would 
help anyone that needed it. Victor then decided that he could better 
serve his community by running for City Council. Victor served as 
Ward I City Councilman for three terms. 

Victor has been married to his wonderful wife for thirteen years. 
They have one son, four daughters and thirteen grandchildren. They 
both attend Abundant Life United Methodist Church where they are 
active members. In his spare time, he still likes to garden, fish, 
watch anything Science Fiction and listen to Neil DeGrasse Tyson. 
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Awardee 
Mr. Samuel "Sam" Coleman Sr. 
The Man, The Myth, The Legend and The Pioneer 

Samuel Lee Coleman Sr. was born 
on August 18, 1932, in New Willard, 
and it was there that he followed 
his dreams to impact society and 
to help shape public policy. He was 
drafted by the United States Army 
in 1953 and served as a Veteran of 
Foreign Wars. He dedicated his 
life to service to his country and 
to his fellow man. He was a key 
coordinator with establishing a 

local chapterofBoyScouts of America in order to include 
young men of color and those of Hispanic backgrounds 
which gave them the opportunity to participate. 

Mr. Coleman was the first African American to serve on 
the City of Diboll City Council. He also was the First 
African American to serve as Mayor Pro-Tern for Diboll. 
He led efforts to diversity city government, Improve 
community safety, enhance business development and 
bring both sides of the tracks together as family. 

In addition to this, he was a true humanitarian 
helping various organizations like the Deep East Texas 
Boys and Girls Club, VFW, and Church Groups. He 
enjoyed imparting wisdom into the lives of the youth. 
He was a blessing to many and a caring husband, 
father grandfather great grandfather and friend. 
He will forever be remembered for his trailblazing 
accomplishments and his service to humanity. 
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Awardee 
Robert E. Lewis,Jr. 

Robert Earl Lewis Jr born November 22, 1972. I am an 
Owner/Operator CDL Truck driver for Western Flyer 
Xpress. I have had many hats, but I am most proud of 
serving my country as a US Marines. I was born in Lufkin 
Texas, and I am a Diboll native. I was a member of Diboll 
City Council for a short time, but I enjoyed my service to 
my community and city. I am a proud father of six and a 
husband to a beautiful queen, Viola Lewis. 
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Awardee 

Charles Moses, Sr., 

Charles E. Moses was the fourth 
child of Delia and Solomon 
Moses. He attended H.G. 
Temple school and Diboll High 
School, where he graduated in 
1967. Charles married Calron 
Ann Moses. From this 
marriage there are five 
children, twelve grandchildren 
and six great grandchildren. 

Mr. Moses is a veteran of the U.S. Army. He served as 
an Army Security agent driver. After service he worked 
for Temple Inland for 41 years until his retirement. 

Mr. M has received many awards for his community 
service. He has received a Black history award in Diboll, 
Eagle award for Angelina County, served eight years as a 
City Council member for Diboll, volunteered with the 
cleaning of the Diboll cemetery and Diboll Beautiful 
Clean. As a member of The Church of the Living God 
PGT Diboll, he has served as a Deacon, Finance Clerk 
and grounds keeper. 
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Awardee 

Benita Sheffield Duffield 
Benita L. Sheffield Duffield was born in Lufl<ln, 
Texas on September 4, 1970. She was born to 
the late Carrie Lee (Mumphrey) Waters and 
Cecil Sheffield. She was reared in the home 
of her mother and stepfather, Bobby Waters 
(dad), along with 5 siblings. Her family moved 
to Diboll in 1974. 

Benita attended Diboll Elementary and 
ultimately graduated from Diboll High School 
in 1989. Continuing her education at Angelina 
College, she earned an Associate of Applied 
Science degree from Angelina College, Lufl<ln 
Texas, in Computer Science. 

In 1992 Benita married Albert E Duffield, Jr, 
an Airman in the US Air Force, and relocated 
to Wichita, KS for 7 ½ years. There, two sons 
were born, JaCorian now age 31, and Nyles now age 24. While actively 
being a wife, mother, and employed full-time, Benita continued her 
education to earn a bachelor's degree from Newman University, in 
Business Administration, and a master's degree in Human Resources 
Development from Webster University, Wichita, KS. 

Shortly after earning her bachelor's degree, she began her career with 
the Boeing Company, in Wichita Kansas. The family relocated to San 
Antonio Texas in 1999, where she was employed with USAA Corporate 
Office, San Antonio Texas and Social Security Administration, San 
Marcos Texas. During the course of her corporate employment, Benita 
pursued additional certifications by acquiring a license as a Loan Officer 
and Realtor. She has been an active Realtor for over 15 years. 

As fate would have it, after approximately 22 years, she returned to 
her hometown of Diboll and actively explored various community 
organizations such as the Diboll Area Business Association, Diboll Civic 
Club, Lufl<in NAACP, Diboll Beautiful Clean, CASA of the Pines, and 
ultimately was appointed and elected to serve as a Diboll City Council 
member from August 2019 to May 2023. 

Benita Sheffield Duffield and her husband are members of Mount Beulah 
Missionary Baptist Church, Lufl<ln Texas under the spiritual tutelage of 
Pastor Troy Allen Sr. 

Benita relishes in serving and helping others, spending time with family 
and friends, traveling, and assisting families with becoming homeowners. 
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Special Thanks to: 
First M1ss1onary Baptist church 

Gamma Phi Delta Sorority 
Treva Roberts-Decoration 

This wouldn,t have been possible 
without your kindness and support! 
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