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MISSOURI'S floating streams provide scenic beauty 
and top sport. Wild game can be seen on the banks 

THERE'S nothing quite like the thrill of boating 
one of these scrappers, and opportunity awaits you 

By H UGH MANESSIER 

HCDDEN in the hills of southern Missouri there's 
a kind of fi shing that's as different and as 

flavo rful as the Ozark way of life itself. Flowing 
through country too rugged to have many roads, 
the streams were the ancient highway s of the 
region, where natives developed a unique sport­
fl.oatin '-th at has become a cherished tradi tion. 

Because it includes so many of the elements that 
sportsmen enjoy, the fame of Ozark fl.oat fi shing 
has spread throughout the nited States and Can­
ada. A single "exposure" will make an addict of 
any real fi sherman . Trips may be brief one-day 
outings, or last for several unforgettable weeks. 
The usual outing is a do wns t re am ad ve nture 
th rough qui et pool s and fast-fl.owin g sh a llow s, 
where every bend in the river promises new sport­
and then produces it. And, as in any sport that's 
different and appealing enough to become tra­
ditional, fl.oat fi shing techniques have been de­
veloped through ex p er i e n ce which assure best 
results. 
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Plug casting, fly fishing, spinning, and bait meth­
od are all popular. It's wise to bring along tackle 
and lures that have been proved elsewhere, and 
augment these if necessary with local favorite on 
arrival. Ozark tream off er a variety of fi h, but 
are famou for Smallmouth Ba . For these crap­
per , both surface plug and deep-running lures are 
effective. Fly fi hermen will find fairly large flies 
with pinner a good combination, and some of 
the mo t ucces ful angler use floating and pop­
ping bug almo t exclu ively. 

The tandard craft for Ozark tream travel is the 
"johnboat." Although unu ual in appearance, it 
ha been developed to meet the conditions which 
are ncounte r ed on mo t floating streams. The 
typical johnboat i long and narrow, with square­
cul end and a hallow draft. It's just the thing for 
negotiating tricky shallows, and its light weight is 
appreciated when it's necessary to step out and pull 
the boat over the shoals. Visitors who are thinking 
of bringing their own boats should take these con-

ditions into consideration; the larger, heavier boats 
suitable for open waters may not perform too well 
on some floating streams. 

Competent, experienced fishermen may explore 
the region on their own if desired, but no one 
without previous exp er i e nce in boat handling 
should make their first float trip without a guide. 
Even experienced boatmen sometimes have diffi­
culty while guiding th e ir c raft through rocky 
shoals. The cu s tomar y johnboat, which can be 
rented for the occasion, is a wise choice. Light 
car-top rigs are suitable substitutes in many areas, 
and their performance is usually satisfactory if 
they are not too heavily loaded. 

On independent float trips, the principal problem 
is arranging for return transportation at the end of 
the journey. With this factor under control, sports-

5 
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.ANY convenient sand bar makes a perfect camp­
site; they're clean and offer night fishing off shore 

WHAT'S better than an evening meal of french 
fries, hush puppies, and plenty fresh-caught fish 

men can drift along for weeks, stopping to wade 
or still-fish as they wish, and camping on any con­
venient sand bar. Yet civilization, if it's needed, is 
never very far away in case of an emergency. 

Twelve species of game fish which flourish in 
local waters are listed by the Missouri Conservation 
Commission, with bass, trout, catfish, walleyes, crap­
pies, and pike high on the list of favorites. Though 
the fighting Smallmouth is the species that has 
made Ozark streams so popular and famous, there's 
always the chance of hooking a big Walleye or 
Channel Cat unexpectedly for a surprise battle. 
And since fishing is normally done while floating 
downstream, it isn' t always possible to stop the boat 
and retrieve a lure that's caught on a chunk of . 

6 

geography. For these reasons it's wi se to use a 
leader heavy enough to hold any reasonable fi sh, 
yet light enough to break und er severe strain 
without damage to rod or line . 

Expenses can be almost as varied as the fi shing. 
ineteen of Missouri 's State Parks off er camp­

ground s for cars, tents, and trailers. Some parks 
have cabins and hotel rooms, with rates only a few 
dollars per day. Missouri offers an inexpensive 
vacation opportunity; a recent survey showed an 
average expenditure of about $7.50 per person per 
day-everything included. All-expense float trips 
average about fifteen dollars a day, and on th ese 
the outfitters usually supply all camping equip­
ment, food, and other essentials. Fishermen are re­
ques ted to bring personal tackle, good appetites, 
and strong casting arms. 

Guided trips may be arranged to suit individual 
preferences, or sportsmen can join together as 
members of a party making up a flotilla of boats. 
Separate commissary boats are frequently included 
on these trips, and they precede the group to a pre­
arranged campsite where facilities are set up. At 
the end of the day's sport, there's a campfire and a 
warm meal ready and waiting for the fi shermen on 
arrival. 

The problem of exactly which stream to choose 
for the first float trip is one which each visitor will 
have to resolve himself. The Ozark region extends 
over some 90 million acres, and provides 16,000 
miles of good fi shing streams. No sportsman-or 
native- could ever fi sh them all. But the Missouri 
Conservation Commiss ion at Jefferson City can 
help in making the selections. They di stribute a 
booklet, "Floating and Fishing," which lists th e 
major outfitters who specialize in float trips. The 
major floating streams, information about accomo­
dations, and other helpful data are also included . 
Because of the popularity which float fi shing en­
joys, advance reservations are desirable. Most out­
fitters prefer to be contacted at least a month in 
advance in order to serve their gue s t s most 
efficiently. 

It would be difficult to say which is the most 
popular float fishing stream, and impossible to 
name the "best" one. But it's certain that the 
memory of an Ozark sand-bar camp, with its tang 
of woodsmoke, boiling coffee and deep-fried fi sh, 
will never be forgotten . And it's probably true that 
words can never adequately describe the fascina­
tion of this unique sport. Perhaps the opinion of 
one old-time Ozark native covers the subject best. 
"If you ain't floated," he states authoritatively, 
"you ain't fished ." 

All Photograph s Courtesy 
Massie- Missour i R esources Div. 
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R0.9D marker on U. S. Hwy. 34 tells of Bishop Hill 

THIS is the same steeple building with same clock 
striking the hours today as it has for many years 

B !SHOP HILL, a vi llage today of about 250 
inhabitants, is unusual in its quaintness and 

beauty-so quaint and so unusual that all who visit 
i t fee l well repaid for the effor t and the time spent 
in so doing. 

Visitors arriving a t Bishop Hill, located six mi les 
west of Galva in Henry County, Illinois, can easily 
im agine themselves back a hundred years or more 
as they walk the streets viewing the early structu res 
of two and th ree stories, surrounding the park 
which are done in that style of architecture char­
ac teri sti c of Sweden and England in the early 19th 
century. 

The Bishop Hill Colony was established in 1846 
when 1100 young men and women between the 
ages of 25 and 35 were fo und willing to leave th eir 
Sweden homelands to secure religious freedom. 
This number was divided into smaller groups to 
make the long th ree-month journey by boat to New 
York. Of course, many were lost, and many died 
or were lost en route f rom ew York to Bishop 
Hill, but this band of colonists reached th eir des ti­
nation October 28, 1846, where two log cabins, 
four tents and a few dugouts invited them to enter 
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PULPIT inside the Old Colon y Church building 

for the winter. A third and fourth party soon 
followed, so that four hundred persons populated 
the newly created village by the last months of 
1846. 

Illinois was a wild prairie on their arrival. These 
folks began with such simple tools as hoe and mat­
tock to clear the forest, then slowly and inter­
mittently erected their buildings, as time and ma­
terials permitted. Every brick was molded by hand, 
every beam and joist was cut and sawed from their 
own walnut, maple and red oak trees. Later on, 
when nails were used, every one of th em was made 
by hand. What patience those men possessed! 

Those were trying months; homes were cold and 
food was scarce, which meant illnesses of various 
kinds prevailed . Th e immigrant s encountered 
enough adversities that first winter to break the 

THE Old Colony Church building stands today a s 
it d id when the immigrants built it at Bishop Hill 

morale of most people. But, not th ese s turd y 
pioneers, for they had set a goal which they in­
tended to accomplish, come what may. As a result 
of that determination, they made their plans for 
agricultural activities and building enterprises, so 
that as soon as the first warm days came, everybody 
set to work. 

In spite of the lack of time and material, they 
planned their village with the thought of beauty 
and permanence. In the center of the town the park 
was laid and around the park, the buildings. Broad 
streets were in evidence and everywhere trees were 
planted. 

As to permanence, the scenes and surroundings 
which greet th e visitor of today are about the sa me 
as they were a century ago. One finds the same 
broad streets lined with those same trees, now large 
and beautiful with limbs drooping from the weight 
of their dense foliage. 

There is the same park, the same church, the 
same old steeple building with the same clock strik­
ing out the hours perfunctorily, so clearly, that on 
still days the sound carries for miles. Also there are 
the same dwelling houses, and the same school 
building with that same old bell which has fulfilled 
a multiplicity of duties, namely, angelus, school 
bell, dinner bell, fire alarm, and curfew. 

Permanent preservation of this historical shrine 
is the responsibility of the State of Illinois, for the 
townsfolk deeded the Bishop Hill properly to the 
state in 1945. 

Led by Eric Janson, these colonists carved for 
themselves out of a virtual wilderness a settlement 
that endured, and encouraged the tide of Scandi­
navian immigration which has populated the great 
Northwest with farms, villages and cities. 

But upon the death of Janson in the Spring of 
1850, who was shot and killed by an irate husband 
who wanted to leav e the colony and Jan so n 
wouldn't let the man's wife go with him, th e 
colony began to have trouble. Janson's second wife 
attempted to carry on his work, but the colonists 
were unwilling to accept their new leader, probably 
because the Prophet had fallen in their estimation 
since his death proved him to be just another 
mortal rather than one endowed with divine power, 
or perhaps, because they resented being governed 
by a woman; and again, it might have been th eir 
dissatisfaction over J anson's poor business policies 
which were being recognized for the first time. 

The colonists turned to Jonas Olson for guid­
ance. For the time being, it seemed best to retain 
the communistic form of government with thi s 
change : There should no longer be an absolute 

• 
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ruler, rather, superintendents were to be placed in 
charge of the various departments. For several 
years, the colony flouri shed and prosperity was in 
evidence everywhere. An elaborate program of 
building was begun and industry sprang up at a 
rapid rate. It seemed wise to incorporate the colony 
under the laws of the state. This was done and a 
charter was granted January 17, 1853. 

The charter, communal in nature, provided for 
a board of seven trustees who were to hold off ice 
for life. And until 1857, the colonists lived in an 
era of peace and prosperity. But the prosperity 
proved to be false. Following the Crimean War, it 
was discovered that the colony was in a financial 
cri is due to the mi management of the Board of 
Tru tees. Finally, becau e of the financial re­
versals, the coloni t demanded a dissolution of 
the corporation in which there would be a division 
of property. This was accompli shed during the 
year of 1861 and 1862. 

After the ettlement was dissolved as a com­
muni stic ociety, many of the villagers moved to 
the farm lands received as their allotments. Others 
moved elsewhere, the majority choosing Galva, 
until only about 300 persons were left in the 
village. 

Thus the Bishop Hill Colony ended. Although 
their religious and economic policies may not be 
sanctioned, still their spirit must be admired. Their 
self-reliance which urged them on to leave their 
homeland and to cross a mighty ocean to a foreign 
shore and then wind Westward some 1500 miles 
to an unsettled prairie is something of which to be 
proud. Here, through fortitude, ingenuity and the 
will to work diligently, these pioneer ancestors won 
and left for others the pricele ss h er ita ge of 
freedom. 

In a practical sense the history of the Bishop 
Hill Colony will always occupy a prominent place 
in that of the State and the Nation because these 
people were responsible for the flood of Swedish 
immigration which swept into the Middle Nor th­
west section of the United States during the latter 
half of the nineteenth cen tury. This intelligent, 
strong, and thrifty race blazed the trails of civili­
zation westward into the states of Iowa, Nebraska, 
Minnesota and the Dakotas, heretofore sparsely 
settled, establishing ci ties with flourishing and 
lucrative industries. Bishop Hill will always be of 
interes t because it was an experiment in practical 
communism and as such, met th e same fate all 
similar organizations have invariable experienced. 

This article was prepared from material 
graciously supplied by the Division of 
Parks and Memorials, State of Illinois. 
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P.RUL ELLIS 
Cities S ervice Oil Compa ny 

Olney, Illin ois 

E. C . HILLS 
Arkansa s Fue l Oil Co. 

Robinson, Illinois 

L. J. H.RYS 
Shell Oil Company 
Ce ntralia, Illinois 

OTTO VESELKA 
Union Production Co. 

Tyler. Texa s 

Front Row , left to r ight: DANNIE SMITH. Sohio Oil Co .. Russell, Kansas; 
GLENN ARMOUR. Bay Petrole um Corp. , Chase. Kansas; and WALTER 
TROUT. p resid ent. Lufkin Foundry . Back row, le ft to right: JOE BARTOL, 
and ELDRIDGE M.RNNERING. Continental Oil Co .. Ardmore . Okla.; CECIL 
BURTON. Pickerell Drilling Co .. Great Bend, Kansas; and JIM WILLIS. 
Phillips Petroleum Co., Great Be nd. 

REX C. HENSEL ass umed th e p osition of 
Pacific Coas t Are a purchasing and stores 
manage r for She ll Oil Company th e first 
of th e y e ar. He s u cceeds .R. E. Collins. 
retired. 

Left to right: G . C . VAUGH.RN, H.RRRY 
GOLDSBOROUGH. J. E. RICHARDSON. 
Magnolia P etrole um Company, Salem, 
Illinois . 
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First row. left to right: L. R. LITTLE. Lufkin Foundry: EVERT WHITE, Kilgore; 
AUDRY COOK, Cayuga; RLBERT METCRLFE. Kilgore; JOE RISSER, Kilgore; L. F. 
WHEAT. Kilgore. Second row . left to right: J. P. RICHRRDS. New Hope; PRERCHER 
SHIELDS, New Hope ; R. E. NEELY, Kilgore; T. R. BRNTR. Lufkin Foundry; F. J. 
HOFFMAN, JR .. Kilgore : all w ith Tide Water Rssociated Oil Co. 

R. E. (RL) COLLINS. retired December 31. 
1953. a s purchasing and stores manager 
for Shell Oil Company. after almost 42 
years of service. Well-known throughout 
the oil industry, Mr. Collins had more 
years of service than any other Shell em­
ployee in the western half of the United 
States. He and Mrs. Collins are residing 
in San Marino, California. 

DRLLRS MERRS. left, and L. S. MYERS, 
Phillips Petrole um Company, 

Carmi. Illinois 

Front row. left to right: JOHN DONNELLY and ROY RSHCRRFT. Back row. 
left to right: DON McCULLOUGH. SRM D. HRLLINGER. C. 'CD. BROOKS. all 
with Sapphire-Ame rican Pe trole ums Corp .. Robins on, Illinois. 

DORSEY MUSE. left. Oil Division. Peter Fox Brewing Co.. Carmi, Illinois, 
and SRM SHOCKLEY, Mervin-Steber Drilling Company, Olney, Illinois . 
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THE MILLER tf 

TRflCTOR and new refrigerated van stand in front of new terminal of Miller Truck Line, Ft. Worth 

THE last stool at the counter of Theo's Cafe on 
Exchange Avenue near the Stock Yards in Fort 

Worth, Texas, was the first office of J. Tom Miller, 
owner of Miller Truck Line. 

Today, only 25 years later, the new terminal of 
the company is located on a fi ve-acre tract with 
some 11,000 square fee t of space included in the 
maintenance and servicing fac ilities, and the offi ce 
building. 

It was in 1929 that Tom Miller looked at his 
total working capital-a $10 gold piece-and 
knew he had to begin anew. Behind him lay defeat. 
He had been a prosperous fa rmer and banker, but 
the depression th at swept th e country caused his 
bank to fail and left him with exactly ten dollars . 

Ahead was new adventure, for Tom Miller was 
no quitter. Turning hi s back on fa rming and bank­
ing, Tom bought a one-ton stake body truck. Mrs. 
Miller began to take in boarders to help meet th e 
payments on thi truck. Their seve n -ye ar -o ld 
daughter, Jayne, p rovided the incentive to begin 
the new venture. 

For three years, Tom Miller struggled to keep 
hi s new enterpri se, the Miller Truck Line, in busi­
ness. He added a bob-tail truck and operated under 
the old Class " B" permit. In March, 1932, the 

Railroad Commi ssion of Texas granted him a 
Contract Carrier permit, and his coverage was 
greatly expanded, including points in Oklahoma 
and Louisiana. 

A year later, Tom Miller moved his family from 
Commerce, Texas, to Fort Worth, and th en it was 
that the cafe stool became his first off ice. Addi­
tional authority was granted under the permit, and 
his flee t of trucks increased to six bob-tails. 

1937 was a momentous year for Miller Truck 
Line. They moved to a new and larger location, 
and their contract carrier permit was extended 
statewide. Dur ing the next eight years, the business 
prospered and more new equipment was acquired. 
By 1945, a change was made. The bob-tail was 
di scarded for tractor semi-trailer units. 

Today Miller Truck Line operates 43 refrig­
erated trailers, 38 of which are Lufkin Trailers. 
Considered to be a pioneer in the development and 
advancement of the refrige rated trucking industry 
in the Southwest, Miller Truck Line serves all 
points in Texas. It also serves all points in Louisi­
ana in intrastate co mmerce, and holds authority to 
transpor t perishable foods for the U. S. Govern­
ment between all military es tablishments in Texas, 
and between military es ta bli shm e nt s in Texas, 
Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana and New Mexico. 

In addition to the operati on of Miller Truck 
Line, the Fort Worth office handles some opera­
tional matters for Miller Bro thers Truck Line, a 
partnership operating a statewide oil fi eld permit, 
and Refrigerated Transport of Texas, which main­
tains off ices in Dallas and San Antonio. 

MILLER'S new terminal occupies a five-acre tract 
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OFFICE personnel include front row, 1. to r .. Gene 
Miller, Leonard Brantley, Bill Wise, Ruth Boone, 

An ardent supporter of transportation associa­
tions, Mr. Miller was a member of the Board of 
Directors of Texas Motor Transportation Associa­
tion and Contract Carrier Conference of American 
Trucking Association. 

Today, Mr. Miller doesn't need to spend every 
moment at the off ice. He has a capable general 
manager, and occupies himself with two interesting 
pa stime s : hi s two grand-daughters, and when, 
where and how the fish are biting. 

Bill Wise, who has been with the Line since 
1945, is general manager of both Miller Truck 
Line and Miller Brothers Truck Line, and presi­
dent of Refrigerated Transport of Texas. He is 
president of Texas Motor Transportation Associa­
tion, a director of American Trucking Associations, 
a director of the Contract Carriers Conference of 
A.T.A., and is a member of the Defense Transpor­
tation Advisory Committee. A former practicing 
attorney, Bill is a member of Fort Worth and 
Tarrant County Bar Associations and the State Bar 
of Texas. 

Ed Miller is traffic manager, and Gene Miller is 
purchasing agent; both are brothers of Tom Miller, 
having been a sociated with him almost from the 
beginning of the business. 

Miller Truck Line is very proud of its em-

Tom Miller. owner. Buddy Wesley. Back row. F. G. 
Molder. Pat Mallory, Ed Miller, and fl . D. Brock 

FIVE new Lufkin all-aluminum refrigerated trailers 

ployees, many of whom have been with the com­
pany for more than 20 years. Mr. Miller is quick 
to say that the loyalty, energy and basic desire of 
his employees to work together to produce for 
themselves and their company, has provided the 
fundamental impetus behind the expansion and 
modernization program which has resulted in the 
new terminal. 

Both Mr. Miller and Mr. Wise believe that the 
visual control and other operational and function al 
features of the new terminal will greatly enhance 
the efficiency as well as reduce operational costs. 
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THE fl. B. Chance Gardens. Centralia. Mo. 

VISITORS admire flower bed in front of the Oriental Pergola 

By BoB ARRENDALE 

IT HAD been a long, hot trip from California, 
the kind it always is when you are going home 

at the end of a pleasant vacation. We were all 
pretty tired, Betty, myself, and our small daughter, 
Tina, by the time we got halfway through Missouri. 
Perhaps that is why we almost missed the most 
invigorating sight in miles and miles of travel. 
That we didn ' t miss it was due to Betty's startled 
exclamation, "The Garden of Eden, Bob! Stop!" 
which caused me to do just that-in rather an 
abrupt manner. 

There it was, spread out in all of its magnificent 
splendor. Gone was my weariness. In its place, a 
kind of awed amazement at finding this miracle of 
freshness buried in the small city of Centralia, 
Missouri, near the heart of th e Dani e l Boon e 
Region on Highway 22. 

The soft touch of my wife's hand and the shrill 
persistance of Tina's "Can we go see? Can we, 
please, daddy?" shook me back to reality and the 
fact that the car was parked in the middle of the 
road. Good thing there isn't much traffic, I thought, 
while finding a parking place a short distance away. 

Walking back to the gardens, we didn't say much 
and I kept thinking that maybe the gardens were 
private. I was on the verge of voicing this fear 
when I spotted the sign: VISITORS WELCOME. 
Then we were in paradise, intoxicated by the fra· 
grance of hundreds of flowers. 

fl MINifl.TURE lighthouse with b oat a ground on rocks 

. . ' 
The first concrete fact I learned was that this 

was not the Garden of Eden, although evidence of 
God's handiwork was in plain view everywhere. 
The late A. B. Chance, founder of the electrical 
equipment company bearing his name, built the 
gardens for his wife in 1937. Thus, the name: 
A. B. Chance Gardens. But to us, they will always 
be the Garden of Eden. 

The gardens are located on the estate of A. B. 
Chance and, since his death in 1949, they have 
been maintained by the A. B. Chance Company. 
It was always Mr. and Mrs. Chance's wish that the 
gardens be kept open to the public and during his 
lifetime Mr. Chance often met guests at the en· 
trance, inviting them to share the beauty God had 
helped create. The company has kept this policy 
alive. It costs nothing to share in the pleasure of 
the gardens. 
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Here, day or night, can be found something for 
everyone. As Betty said, "We could have saved 
our elves a trip to California, for here we can 
travel a few feet to a miniature desert and the next 
minute relax in the shade of one of the 32 different 
type of evergreens." 

early 300 tons of various species of rock, all 
of it native to Missouri, went into the construction 
of the gardens. Yet they seem as natural as a virgin 
forest. A fi sherman of some note, my eye was 
especially caught by the rock-bordered pools, be­
decked with multicolored lilies. Here, I spent many 
minutes enticing tame Goldfish to the water's edge. 

Water in the pools is kept fresh· by a concealed 
pumping system which keeps it in constant circula­
tion over the fall s. At the eastern end of the 
gardens, a miniature stone mill and water wheel 
aid this circulation and lend an air of times gone 
by to the enchantment of the gardens. Ducks at the 
edge of the mill-pond captured Tina's fancy and 
we had a difficult time persuading her that we 
couldn't take one home. 

Adding another page to the Biblical nature of 
the gardens is a reproduction of the island where 
Mose was found in the Bull-rushes. My daughter 
took a great interest in this, having heard the story 
in her Sunday School class, and insisted upon her 
mother relating the story of Moses. I must admit 
that I was more than a little interested myself. 

Betty, being somewhat of a gardener, was en­
tranced by the 700 varieties of plants and flowers 
in the gardens, including 46 kinds of roses, 20 
varieties of lilies and over 240 types of cacti. 
"Forty-six kinds of roses, all in one place!" she 
kept repeating, as if to reassure herself. "Forty-six 
different kinds!" Now she will have me in our 
garden every time the fish are biting, I thought with 
a smile. 

At the western end of the garden is the walk 
leading to the pergola. This adds an oriental touch 
to the gardens, hinting at the mystici m of the Far 
Ea t. To the right of the pergola is the Rock Grotto. 
Inside you will find an alabaster replica of the 
famed Taj Mahal of Agra, India. The arrangement 
of the lighting i such that startling and beautiful 
effect are produced. In the center of the Grotto 
ceiling hang a light shade with side panels carved 
in alaba Ler to represent the carving on the Sar­
cophagu of the Queen within the Taj Mahal. Both 
of these replica were obtained in India by Mr. 
and Mrs. Chance during their world cruise in 1927. 

Tina drank more water during our stay in the 
gardens than she had ever drunk in her life before. 
Betty was worried about this until she learned that 

MINIRTURE mill and water wheel lend enchantment 

fl CHILD'S weight operates the Fountain of Youth 

ample facilities were provided for emergencies . 
The Fountain of Youth was the cause of Tina's 
thirst and Betty's worry. A child 's weight on the 
magic carpet will push the platform against a 
button underneath and start the water flowing from 
the Fountain. You can well imagine the fascination 
of such " magic" to a child. 

The time spent on this stop was well worthwhile. 
We came. We saw. We left-disappointed. Disap­
pointed that we couldn' t stay longer. Disappointed 
that we did not have time to see the gardens at 
night when they are illuminated by hundreds of 
carefully-arranged lights. 

We have promised ourselves that we will go 
back to our "Garden of Eden." Meanwhile, we 
have many pleasant memories of the A. B. Chance 
Gardens, truly a recreated "Garden of Eden." 
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LUFKIN'S E. P. Trout. extreme left, experiences thrill of Winner's Circle as Sir Boss wins his race 

· naocutlomed J~ he WJ~ ... 

M. R. PRESTRIDGE, a native of Lufkin, 
Texas, and now an oil operator and lumber­

man of Alamogordo, New Mexico, is at home in 
the winner's circle. 

Besides distinguishing himself in lumber circles 
as well as more recently in the oil industry, Mr. 
Prestridge is widely known by horse racing enthu­
siasts as the owner of a very high-class racing 
stable. As Prestridge himself puts it, he has a 
running stable, not a betting stable. He races at 
only the best tracks in the United States. 

He has a stake horse by the name of Market 
Level that ran well in the $119,000 San Juan 
Capistrano handicap, closing out the season at 

18 

Santa Anita. He has a stable of 20 horses, several 
of which have made exceptionally fast time and 
are potential stake horses. 

Mr. Prestridge, as well as his charming wife, 
Evelyn, are equally at home in the winner's circle, 
as is plainly seen by the accompanying photograph. 
Even Trainer Mack Miller, Jockey J. Longden, and 
winner of the race, Sir Boss, are at ease while in 
the spotlight. But totally unprepared for the oc­
casion was Lufkin 's Vice-President Edward P. 
Trout. And the fact that he held some tickets on 
Sir Boss who won the 6th race at Santa Anita 
March 3, didn ' t help to make his nerves any 
steadier! But it was a happy event for all 
concerned. 
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Th e butche r. th e bake r. tlw ca ndl e ­
stickmakrr: \rhy th e heck ca n ' t I ? 

You ca n Le i I a ma rri ed 11 o m an !li­
the rin g on he r fin ge r. b ut o f co ur~~ ­
you ca n't te ll he r mu ch. 

Three co llege bo1·s up o n ent e rin g 
their fa rnrile juke-j o int lo ~ it a t 
their usua l tabl e found it occ upi ed 
by an oldi sh 11oman. Upon dl'batin g 
1rhat to do about the situation. th e y 
finall y decided to embarrass th.e 
\\'Om an into leavin g . 

Sittin g next to th e o ld lady. the 
first stud ent proceeded. '·Say John. 
did you know that I was born three 
month afte r m1· par e nt s ll' e r e 
marri ed ? '" 

··\rhat ? \rhi-. th a t" s no thin g.' ' said 
the next one. ·· [ 11 as born s ix month s 
before m) pa re nts were m a rri ed ."' 

··fe llo11 s.'- re pli ed th e las t o f th e 
hun gry m en. ··[ 11 as born 11itho ut my 
parenls eve r b e in g marri ed .' 

The o ld la dy fin a lly looked u p 
from th e ta bl e a nd pleasanth- ~a id, 
··\{' j 11 one o f i-ou h a~ta rd ;;: pl ea~(' 
pass th e salt ? '. 

_.\ ca l 11 as see n runnin !!: 11 i lcl l1· 
do11 n a II e )·,;. u p fi r e esca p~s- d o11 ;1 
cell a rs a nd 11 ha t no t. A ne igh bo r 
kne 11· 11h ose ca t it 11 as a nd r e ported 
i t. ··Your ca t is runni1w a ro und like 
ma d.·· ' 

_ _.Yes. I kn o 11 .·- cam e the re ph\ 
--He"s jus t bee n ~ t er ili zed a nd he\ 
rushin g a round cance lin g e ngage­
me nts ." 

_..\ ma n i:; 1w 1 e r ~o 11 ea k a~ 11 he n 
.::ome 11 om a n is te llin !!: hi m h o 11 s t ro ng 
he i~ . ~ 

-· Ame r ican ge ntl e m e n a re 1e n 
poo r lo 1·e rs.·- ~a id the littl e Fre nch 
la dy sadl y. 11 ith a ki nd of fi n de sieclc 
'' ea r i nC's,.; h o1·ering 01·e r her eyl'~­
--The1- a h1 a 1s 11a nt th e en l ree hrfore 
the h~ rs cl'o'c une<· 

A 1oung la d ) 11earing a lo ng mi nk 
coa l 11e n t to a d icC' tab le in Las Vega~ 
and in~ i ~ t f' d O il he lli n!!: gi.ooo. S he 
01·e rca mr t lw o b jecti o n' th a t thi ~ 11 a~ 
01·e r th C' h ou~t· limit a nd 11as g i1·e11 
th e d ice to ro l I. 

S he th l' n too k off h t> r mink coa l. 
r e1·ea lin g he r co m p lC' le n udit y_ S he 

~ ro ll ~d Lhe d_ice oncl' . r ? ll ~cl Lh em 
I ~ again . a nd ~a id . ·· J ma de 1t! 

U She co llec ted Lhe 11 innin gs. pul her 
coat on again a nd left. 

----~-- ·- 13,- Lh l' 11 a 1·:· o ne o f th e ho use me n 
----"'"---- a~k ed. Lh e o .Lh e r. ··11 h a t 11 a ,- her 

Some of th e girls 11 e re sealed on 
lh l' po r ch o f the c lubh o use a l Lh e go lf 
co urse. Someho 11. Lh e locker roo m 
doo r 1rns p a rtl ) op e n a nd th e g irl s 
co uld no t he lp but no ti ce a nude 
ma n wh ose head a nd sho uld e rs 11 e re 
co 1·e red b1 a bath to 11 e l. 

A ft e r s tudyi ng th e bod y. so lo 
~ p ea k . one o f the g irl s re po rled il 
\\'as no l he r hu sba nd. A seco nd g irl 
gazed at th p man a nd ~a id. ·' \ o . it 
is n"t m y hu sband."" 

Then a third girl. who was a life­
of-the-party type. shifted her chair_ 
peered intently at th e masculin e torso 
and blurted , ·' \rh y. he isn ' L eve n a 
m ember of the c lub! " 

Once a kin g. a hrn ys a kin g bul 
Once a kni g ht's enou gh. 

··Your feet are cold. " he com­
plained to his little bride, " kee p th em 
o n your own side of th e bed ." 

She began to sob. ·'You ' re cru el," 
she cri ed , "you n eve r used Lo sa y 
Lh a t to me before we we re ma rri ed!. , 

\'\ "hen littl e Johnni e re turn ed ho me 
f rom hi s firs t day a t schoo l, hi s 
mo th e r as k e d him wh a t h e ha d 
lea rn ed th a t day. 

·- 1o thin" ! ·- said Johnni e. ' ·but the 
Leache r as k ed m e so m e thin g I 
co ulcln"t a ns 11 e r. S he wa nted to know 
if I f a 1· ore cl m ) f a th e r o r m y 
mo th e r." 

··\{"e ll ." . a n;rn e red hi s m o th er. " I 
~ u ppose she 11 as won cl e ri ng whi ch of 
us ) ou respmb le. If she asks you 
aga in. jus t te ll her th a t you ha1·e 
1·o ur fa th er "s fea tures b ut )O ur e)eS 
~ re likP min e."· 

Littl e Joh n ni e 11as ha rd! ) ins id e 
lhe sc hoo l room th e nex t morn ing 
11 hen he ma cl p h i mself heard. ··1 ca;1 
a n,.:11e r )·o ur qu e~ ti o n no 11 . teac her." · 
he ,.: ho ul ed ... m i- e1e" are like m1 
moth e r·"- bu t ( h~ 1 c' m1 fa ti w/~ 
fi xi u rp~ ! ., 

po in t '? .. 

HP ~ hru gg<' d : ·· j dicl n"t noti ce, 
Pith e r. ·-

Th e co l d ga ls ne1er !!:e l th e f ur 
coa t,.:. 

l{a lph a nd J ack ma r r ied A nn e an d 
Be tti a l a d o ubl e CPre mo nv. Ann e 
be lo.nged lo Ra ! ph an d Be lt ) be-
1 o nged lo J ack. The fo ur ne 11 I y 11 eel ~ 
s pe nl th e ir ho ne rm oo n togeth e r a t 
Niaga ra Fa ll s; th e ) occ upied ad­
joinin g roo ms. sa l al th e same tabl e 
a nd b Pc am e in se p a r a bl e- ll' e ll , 
alm os l in separab le . 

Afte r dinn e r on e e 1·e nin g th e \' 
s tarted ups tairs a nd as they nea red 
th eir roo ms. li ghtnin g s tru ck a trans­
fo rm e r and o ut went the li g hts ! Th ey 
we re in pitch darkn ess ! 

Gropin g aro und. th ey made th e ir 
wa y into their roo ms a nd qui e tly un­
dressed for bed . Ralph. a r e li gious 
fe llo w. kn e lt to pra ). Jus t a s he 
compl e ted hi s praye r. Lh e li ghts cam e 
on and he saw mu ch to his as toni sh­
ment th a t it was Be lli Lh e re in hi ~ 
bed ins tPad o f hi s 0 11 .n 11ife. Ann e. 
He jumped up a nd d a~ h e cl fo r th e 
doo r. 

--T oo la te lo hu rn· 11011 _- - cooed 
Bett). -- J ack neve r pra)·,:· 

Th e man 11h o i111 e n tecl th e cl a1en ­

porl ~ h ou lcl be a h a pp1 m a n 
milli ons ha 1·p bee n made o n it. 

A. ne11 b r id e 11 a,.: a, keel 11 ha l ~ h e 

ha d fou nd to be th e h igge,.: l thrill of 
ma rri age. -- IL 11a" ce rla inl 1 thrilli ng 

11 hen H en n too k me to the li cP n"e 
bu reau. lt 11a,.: ano th er thrill 11he n 
the m in i~ Le r prono un ced u~ man a nd 
11 ife. I g-ol a n a11 ful bang o ut af 
~eei n g He n n ,.: ign ihe reg·i,.: te r ·\J r. 
and 'd r< [ do br l ie 1 e tho ug h. Lh al 
mi- l 1igg:l'~t th ri ll 11a, th um bing mi· 
no~P at tlw ho u,e delPf'li 1 P_-- · 
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H RRINGBONE GEAR 
SPEED REDUCERS 
AND INCREASERS 

WHERE SPEED IS REDUCED 
OR INCREASED . .... . 

Eighty Different Sizes 
From Which To Choose 

. .• ·: PU. MPLUFl<INGiNUNITS • • . lUFKiN -·coora.~ BESSEMER lUFKIN OIL FIELD AND INOIJ$JRlAL • lNOUstRIAl $PHO REEfotru 
. . £NGiNES '_. • . e • • • TIIUOC TRIJIERS' e • • ·AND INCIEASERS : • 
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