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Forest Service

In Angelina

TFS's Home Away Home

Although headquarters of the
Texas Forest Service have al-
ways been on the campus of
Texas A&M University at Col-
lege Station, much of its field
activities have been centered
in Angelina County and more
specifically the city of Lufkin.

The agency was first estab-
lished by the State Legislature
in 1915 and J. H. Foster was
appointed Texas’ first state for-
ester. On Feb. 1, 1916, he

named George W. Johnson of
Tenaha, in Shelby County, as
his agent.

Johnson’s duties were to de-
vote his entire time to forest
fire protection and to supervise
the work of the forest fire pa-
trolmen. From February until
September 1916, Johnson was
engaged in a survey of forest
conditions with particular ref-
erence to forest fire damage
and prevention of forest fires.

He also made an examination
of the forest resources of the
East Texas region.

On Sept. 1, 1916, six fire pa-
trolmen were employed and
placed under Johnson’s supervi-
sion. They were headquartered

at Lufkin, Livingston, Jasper,
Longview, Tenaha and Linden.

Each patrolman was given a
radius of about 25 miles sur-
rounding his headquarters, or

Lufkinite's Account Of Early Forestry

This Tells How It Was

(Editor’s Note: Here is a
Lufkinite’s account of the ear-
ly days in the forest service.)

By KNOX B. IVIE

A gentleman by the name of
H. J. Eberly, known then as
director of the Texas Forest
Service located in Lufkin, went
to Ratcliff and after lengthy
interview, he informed me he
had a job for me at the huge
sum of $85 per month! Due to
the depression, it was a good
salary at that time.

I began working for the Texas
Forest Service Feb. 20, 1928,
at what was then known as
a ‘“smoke-chaser.”

Sometimes the job meant
more than chasing smoke. It
meant locating the smoke and
when I found it, it meant ac-
tually fighting the fire until it
was out.

To locate the smoke I had
what we called a ‘“‘crow’s nest”
in the top of a very tall hickory
tree with large nails driven into
it to assist in climbing.

At the time when I first went
to work, there wasn’t any tele-
phone communication system,
no towers, and to locate a fire
was by someone telling me
where it was! Or, if it was
located from my crow’s nest,
then I would start toward it

and ask everyone I met where
it was, and maybe climb sev-
eral trees before I located it.
Then, perhaps, it would take
me to the wee hours of the
night to get the fire out and
get back home.

I remember on several occa-
sions I would get the fire out
after dark and when I would
try to get back to my car,
I would discover I was lost!
Sometimes I would spend hours
rambling around frying fo get
back to my car.

I seldom ever had to fight

Wooden Cabs
First Towers

The first forest fire lookout
towers of the Texas Forest Ser-
vice were wooden cabs built
in the tops of tall pine trees.

Access to the cabs was hy
a ladder fastened to the trunk
of the tree or by heavy iron
spikes driven into the side of
the tree at regular intervals.

The first tree cabs in Ange-
lina County were erected near
Huntington, Pollok and east of
Diboll in 1931. By 1932 there

(See Wooden, Page 5)

a fire by myself- There was
a little Negro boy who was al-
ways anxious to go with me
just to ride in my car. He was
also fond of pork and beans
and I always managed to have
some with me. Our tools to
fight fire with was a rake, a
hoe, an ax and ‘‘swatter.”

I worked my way on up to
what was known as a patrol-
man, then to engineer, and fin-
ally, to educational officer, but
I never got away from having
to fight some of the fires.

When I was promoted to con-
struction engineer, my first as-
signment was to build about
25 or 30 tree “cabs,” and equip
them with telephone lines, ta-
bles and maps.

First I would locate the tall-
est tree I could find on top
of a hill or in high country,
properly located in a protected
area.

In one location we had to
raise a pole 78 feet long, stand
it up, guide it off, and build
a cab at the top of the pole,
which made an excellent look-
out. We worked on the pole
for two weeks getting it ready
to put up. Its measurements
were 24 inches in diameter at
the base and 10 inches at the

1,256,640 acres,
horseback.

His instructions were to ride
from 15 to 25 miles each day,
meet all citizens and residents,

to patrol on

tance of preventing fires, and
urge them to cooperate with
the State and Federal govern-
ment to this end.

with fire notices, which he post-
ed in conspicuous places, and
with literature on fires, which
he distributed to the people he
met. The patrolmen were also
required to extinguish small

assistance of nearby residents

fires.

The following year, 1917, five
districts were established. One
of those offices were located
at Huntington, in Angelina
County.

In 1925 the Divigion of Forest
Protection and its chief, H. J.
Eberly, were moved to Lufkin

was located in the old Hicks
Grocery and the corner of Luf-

est patrolmen. They were sta-
tioned at Pollok, Huntington,
and Zavalla.

In 1932 the Division moved
into a house at 317 East Shep-

1936.
On Dec. 12, 1936 the Division
of Forest Protection was moved

quarters building on a 5% tract
of land then located about 4
mile south of the Lufkin city
limits. The land was provided
by the citizens of Lufkin
through the activities of their
Chamber of Commerce.

Texas legislators were instru-
mental in securing funds for
the construction of the office
and one of the two warehouses.
The second warehouse was co-
structed by the Civilian Conser-

(See Forestry, Page 7)

(See TFS, Page 5)

acquaint them with the impor- §

Each patrolman was supplied |

forest fires and to secure the ¥

to help extinguish the larger M.

from College Station. The office |||

kin Ave. and 2nd Street. Ange- |
lina County then had three for- ||

herd and remained there until ({

to its new and present head- i

in chinery was used in the woods,
with the result that as early
as 1920 many mills were being
forced to close because of the
exhaustion of their virgin tim-
ber supply and because their
cutting practices had not been
such as to protect and encour-
age the growth of the young
timber,

The Federal government,
upon the invitation of the Texas
Legislature in 1934, began an
extensive program of National

The Texas Legislature,
1934, authorized establishment
of four National Forests in Tex-
as, located in the center of the
East Texas timber belt.

From the Louisiana state line
| on the east, these forests ex-
| tend westward to the limits of
/|y the pine belt in Walker and
Montgomery counties, forming
inks in that great chain of Na-
Forests which reaches
from Maine to California and
i from Florida to the state of

state. At present approximately
650,000 acres have been ac-
quired out of the 1,714,000 gross
contained within the four Na-
tional Forests in Texas. They
are named and located as fol-
lows:

® The Sam Houston National
Forest, named in honor of the
soldier and statesman who did
most to wrest the Texas empire
from Mexico, includes portions
of Montgomery, Walker and
San Jacinto counties. Forest

' ™ Washington. Forest acquisition within the

ranger headquarters are at

" Four National Forests Are Foun
"~ In The Pineywoods Of East Texas

Huntsville, the old home of Gen-
eral Sam Houston, where he
lies buried and where there has
just been built as a memorial
to him a beautiful public mu-
seum, and at Cleveland.

® The Davy Crockett Nation-
al Forest, named after one of
the immortals of the Alamo,
is comprised of portions of
Houston and Trinity counties.
Its eastern boundary is the his-
toric Neches River. Forest ran-
ger headquarters are at Crock-

(See Forests, Page 3)

The Forest Service is charged
! with the protection, administra-
' | tion, and development of Na-
| tional Forests. National Forests
! are still managed under the
| principle laid down by the Sec-
' retary of Agriculture in 1905
. when he stated: “Each acre
of land and each forest resource
is to be so handled that there
' will result the greatest good
. to the greatest number in the
long run.”
Lumbering, as an important in-
dustry in the South, did not
begin its period of rapid ex-
pansion until the 1880s. By
that time the progressive ex-
haustion of timbe:r supplies in
the North had turned the atten-
tion of industry to the South.
For the next 40 or 60 years
large areas of virgin southern
pine forests were subjected to
rapid large-scale exploitation.
In Texas the peak was
it reached in 1907, where because
' of the fine stands of timber
and easy logging conditions,
lumbering developed very rap-

Green gold found in the East
Texas woodlands has given An-
gelina County the title “Fores-
try Capital of Texas.”

So it is only natural that the
Texas Forestry Association, the
pioneer in Texas’ forest history,
chose Lufkin for its headquar-
ters. _

The association is the state’s
oldest conservation organiza-
tion. It moved to Lufkin in 1949
from College Station.

governmental forestry agencies,
TFA is a non-governmental,
non-profit, privately supported
organization. It is dedicated to
promoting the fullest economic
development and utilization of

Often confused with various|

Its. membership consists of
private individuals and busi-
nesses interested in improving
the economic climate of Texas.

One of the main -goals of TFA
has always been to educate the
public on'the importance of for-
-ests ‘as- a renewable resource
which, when properly managed
and protected, will continue to
contribute to the economy and
beauty of Texas.

Various educational programs

Timberlands
Almost Lost

Texas forests and related re-
sources.

TFA was formed in 1914 by
the late W- Goodrich Jones in
Temple for the purpose of con-
vincing the Legislature that
Texas needed a state forestry
agency. Through TFA’s efforts,
The Texas Forest Service was
established in 1915. 8770085

TFA has also been mstrumem
tal - in the establishment' of
state and national forests in

idly. Texas was then third
among lumber producing states
with a cut of two and one-fourth
billion board feet from 673
mills. With few exceptions from
i 1908-1934, Texas held sixth to
eighth rank among lumber pro-
ducing states.

At the turn of the century,
a number of large mills were
. being put into operation in East
Texas. Later, bigger and bigger
mills were built. Heavier and

.!.,.lhn}{‘;.“ |

TREE CABS

In 1924, Texas’ original 14,
000,000 acres of timberland con-
tained but 1% million board feet
of virgin timber.

At the rate it was being cut,
the end of Texas’ timber was
set at 10 to 12 years.

Thousands of acres were de-
nuded and few throught the
land would ever again support
the majestic green. giants ofI
he plant world.

more destructive logging ma-|Texas.

The staff of the state forestry
(See Timberlands, Page 5)

East Texas ‘Green Gold'
Enriched Angelina County

are sponsored and conducted
annually by TFA for youth. It
also asssits Boy Scouts, Girl
Scouts, FFA, 4-H and other
groups in special projects.

Over 10% million pine seed-
lings have been distributed by
the association free of charge
as part of its reforestation pro-
jects.

Since over 60 per cent of the
forestlands of Texas are in the
hands of small landowners, TFA
has developed numerous pro-
grams to assist these indivi-
duals. It sponsors the Texas
Tree Farm program which is
a “‘grow trees for a crop” pro-
ject. It is these tree farmers
who are -the backbone of the
Texas timber industry.

Another project of TFA’s is
the attracting of and assistance
given to new industries 10catmg
in East Texas.

One of TFA’s latest conserva-
tion projects has been the es-
tablishment of Woodlands Trails

These trails offer the public an
opportunity to observe natural
forest environment firsthand.
The trails are for hiking, biking
(See Green Gold, Page §)
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Since its beginning, the people at First Bank and

Trust have worked to bring the best in banking to

that you, our customer, had the most mod
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BANK FOR YO

WE'RE A LOT (

Lutkin. New services, as well as complete depart-

ments, have been added and modified to be sure

ern bank-

ing services. As a complete service bank it's our duty

to serve you, as your neighbors, it's our pleasure.

UR MONEY
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New Building Program Currently Underway

. Growth Continues For Memorial Hospital f§

Memorial Hospital has had a
progressive history since its op-
ening on May 13, 1949.

The hospital began as a
dream in the minds of three
prominent Lufkinites, W. C.
Trout, E. L. Kurth Sr. and
Col. C. C. Chambers, in 1941.

Fourteen businesses and in-
dustries combined their re-
sources fo finance the original
one million dollar modern, well-
equipped, hospital without local,
state or federal taxes.

The original structure was a
102 - bed unit but only eight
years after its inception the
growth of the community and
its medical problems called for
the addition of the Louis’' Calder
Wing.

Using their foresight, the ad-
ministrators drew plans calling
for the construction of a $700,-
000 two-story wing, the bottom

in 1957, leaving the top floor
as a shell to be finished when
the need arose.

The ground floor provided for
the addition of 31 beds and the
second floor matched - that
number when it was completed
in 1964,

In the meantime Memorial
became one of the first hospi-
tals in Texas to attack the fast-
est growing health hazard in
the nation — cancer,

In 1959 the $225,000 Srnest
Kurth Radiation Center was
built and equipped as both a
diagnostic and treatment center
for cancer. It incorporated .one
of the first cobalt machines of]|
its type ever used in the state.

Today the radiation center
provides almost 18,000 examina-
tions and treatments per year.

Several expansmns were

made in 1964 in addition to the

floor of which was completedCalder Wing.-

EARLY RED CROSS FOUNDERS — These three
Lufkin ladies played a founding role in the Red Cross

For one, obstetrics was sep-
arated from surgery. through
the construction of new facili-
ties for labor, delivery and gen-
eral as well as isolation nursery
care.

In addition, a medical library,
a rare occurrence in a hospital
of ‘this size, was built and fur-
nished = and - provisions were
made for periodic up-dating.

Two = additional . floors ~were
also “shelled in,” for the future
needs of the area.

In. 1964, after studying the
special health care needs of

psychiatric patients, the hospi-|

tal added a 25-bed $125,000 psy-
chiatric . unit.

Memorial is currently work-
ling towards completion of a two-
phase building plan, phase one
by the end of this year.

It includes the addition of
three floors to the four-story
east wing of the hospital, mak-

Patient expansion will be the|

function of the facility’s fifth|
floor which will house 27 addi-
tional beds:

A highly advanced unit for
cardiac care and intensive care
will be’ situated on the sixth
floor. Part of  this floor will
incorporate a new concept for
coronary . care known as the
“weaning area-’

In this area the patients who

are in the coronary care unit
can gradually be placed under
less strenuous observance until
they can be moved to a regular
pdtient floor.
Memorial’s  surgeons  will
have expanded facilities in the
five surgery rooms that will
occupy the seventh floor.

Also: on the floor will he the
space for a super-operating
room-to be added in the future.

Oriented toward transplants
and other advanced and futuris-
tic surgery, the facility will

ing it the tallest building in|feature two operating tables in
Central East Texas.

or the hospital’s doctors for
their services to the hospital
and the community and will
b: named the Doctor’s Memor-
ial Tower.

It’s lobby will contain plaques
commemorating each doctor
who has served on the Memor-
ial staff and is now deceased.

A new power plant and the
three floors described above -in
the seven story tower will round
out phase one of Memorial’s
building plan which will cost
$2.1 million.

Phase two which does not yet
have . a projected completion
date,

2023:023 www.TheHistoryCenterOnline.com

involves mostly the ex-

pansion of existing facilities and [
will cost an estimated 2.5 mil- |

lion.
Though the second building
phase has no definite date set

on it, it shows that the mem- |

bers of Board of Directors of

the hospital are looking to the ||

needs of the future in the same

this. room.
The completed tower will hon-

way that those three original
founders did in 1949. -

Al
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City-County Health Unn‘ Workmg To Control PoIIuhon

The City-County Health Unit

has the monumental task of|of industry and private citizens.

controlling environmental pollu-
tion in Angelina County, a
problem  that may 'be the big-
gest in this decade or any oth-
er.

Such ‘a job is enough to keep
anyone busy, but the work
doesn’t end there for the local
health unit,

They also carry on extensive
immunization programs, school
education and testing programs,
rodent eradication programs,
food and drug inspections, plus
inspection of hotels, motels and
commercial nursing homes and
day care centers.

cal sanitarian, said that the
main area of responsibility in
the county water pollution prob-

lem falls on the  pollution of

in Angelina County in 1917. Left to right are Mrs.
G. A. Kelley, Mrs. C. N. Humason, and Mrs. E. H. Angelina County chapter of the

Sims. Mrs. Humason was the first chairman of the

Gerald (Andy) Anderson, lo-|

creeks and rivers by the wastes

‘At the present time the lo-
cal pollution falls below the
minimums established by the
state  health department,” An-
derson said.

The local inspectors recom-
mend changes where they deem
it necessary. The sanitarian
said that, as a general rule,
industry complies with the re-
commendations, but a good
many private citizens do not.

“I believe the interest that|C
the federal government is show-
ing will enable us to resolve
out pollution problems,” Ander-
son said.

He said that the overall
health situation in Angelina
County is definitely on the up-
swing, a movement he contrib-

On June 20, 1917, a little over
two months after the United
States entered World War I,
about 50 men and women ga-
thered” at the Elks Lodge in

Lufkin,

Their mission: to found an

organization when it was founded.
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‘American Red Cross.

Mrs. -C.  N. Humason, wife
of a Lufkin mayor, was elected
chairman of the auxiliary. Mrs.
Kate Wall was named secre-
tary, Mrs. Jeta Gibson was
chosen treasurer, and W. M.
Glenn, N, R. Miller, G. R.
Thompson, Mrs. G. A. Kelley,
Mrs. E. H. Sims and Mrs. J.
L. Phillips were appointed ad-
visory board members.

Since that early beginning,
the Red Cross has played an
important part in the develop-

tion being released to the gen-
eral public.

An interesting fact that the

health unit’s air pollution tests
have uncovered is that 8% tons
of
square mile per month fell on
the area in 1970.

suspended particles per

This includes dust particles

raised by traffic and industrial
’|pollution. When compared with
the 50 fons of particles that
falls in the same area of some

of the large cities per month,
it doesn’t seem so bad.

“To give you an idea of how

bad the pollunon in some Cali-
fornia cities is, women can only
wear nylon hose there a few
times and they actually deter-
iorate,”

Anderson said.
One of the health depart-

utes to more effective informa-|ment’s latest programs that of stores school cafeterlas, milk

Red Cross Started Here
After Beginning Of WWI

ment of Angelina County.

Today, the Red Cross chapter
is a part of the Texas Gulf
Coast Division of the Red Cross
with headquarters in Houston.
Its local efforts are coordinated
by Mrs. Hastletine Stout, execu-
tive secretary, and a board of
directors representing almost
every community and area of
Angelina County.

William Winston is chapter
chairman, Bob Bowman is vice-
chairman, and Robert Richard-
son is ftreasurer.

At least 125 inventors sought
patents for mechanical methods
of typesetting in the United
States, according to National
Geographic.

Pattoni

PATTONIA — Slashes of sun-
light danced on the water as the
keelboat inched its way up the
Angelina River in a forest
greyed by winter’s drabness.

It was Feb. 26, 1844, and the
craft was returning from a peri-
lous, unheralded trip down the
Angelina and Neches rivers to
Sabine Pass, a sandy spit of
earth jutting into the Gulf of
Mexico.

The pilots were brothers, Mo-
ses and Robert S. Patton, the
first to successfully navigate
the Angelina for commercial
purposes.

The Pattons had come to Tex-
as from Georgia eight years ear-
lier, served in the war between

b |'Texas and Mexico, and fought

in the Cherokee Indian wars

 |of 1838 and 1839.

Enamored of the Angelina and

i lits mother stream, the Neches,
| |they decided to test its naviga-

tion possibilities just as they
had on the Ocmulgee River in
their native Georgia.

They chose a broad, f{lat-
hulled craft and named it the
“Thomas J. Rusk” for the Tex-
as revolutionary general who
made his home in Nacogdoches.

On Feb. 2, the boat left Pat-
tonia landing, 12 miles south-
east of Nacogdoches with 192
bales of cotton for trading pur-
poses on the coast.

It returned 24 days later,
loaded with flour, salt, sugar,
iron castings, shoes, tinwear,
hats and bolts of cloth. With
the goods, the Pattons opened
a small general store at Pat-
tonia.

Three years after their keel-

boat’s maiden voyage, Robert
Patton brought to Pattonia the

In Pineywoods

a: Port

‘‘Angelina,” the river’s first
steamboat. It was 90 feet long
and capable of carrying 350 to
400 bales of cotton.

The craft was a quick suc-
cess, largely because of its
speed.

In 1849, it made the trip from
Pattonia to Sabine Pass in sev-
en days. Other boats often took
as much as 15 to 20 days for
the same trip.

“The period of 1850 to 1860
has been described as the gold-
en age of steamboats on the
Angelina River,” wrote Mrs.
Guy Blount, a Nacogdoches his-
torian. “Some old-timers re-
corded the memory of seeing
as many as five steamboats
docked at Pattonia at one
time.”

The golden age, however, was
to end by the early 1860’s.

Springs ‘that fed the river
were cut off by the farmers’
plows, timbermen clogged the
channel with logs, and sand
bars piled upon the bottom.

The fatal blow for river traf-
fic was struck when the iron
horse chugged into East Texas,
bringing dependability fo trans-
portation.

Meanwhile, the Pattons — the
river’s first commercial pilots
— turned their interest to farm-
ing, their store and land devel-
opment.

In August, 1833, when Moses
Patton died, the Galveston Daily
News wrote:

‘“He was a bold, courageous
and prudent man; temporate,
upright, and of sterling integ-
rity.

“Thus passes away another

rodent eradication may be . go-

-|ling a long way to promote the

general health.

Anderson .said that ‘the rat
problems. is ‘not too great in
this ' area but periodical inci-
dents do occur when the health
unit’s assistance is required.

In the past six months, the
unit has been able to promote
an effective rodent eradication
program through the use of ro-
denticides.

A large chunk of the inspec-
tors’ time goes to the checking
of eating and drinking establish-
ments.

There are 150 restaurants
alone in the county and the
law requires them to be inspect-|
ed every six weeks.

In addition, the health unit

personnel  inspect grocery

processing plants, . warehouses,
commercial day care centers
and nursing homes, enforcing
pertinent regulations  estab-
lished by the federal, state and
local  governments.

The City County Health Unit
was organized in 1967 and is
supported by joint donations by
Lufkin, Diboll, Huntington and
Angelina County.

One of the largest undertak-

lings the unit has had in its four-

year history is the mass im-
munization program for diph-
theria carried on this past De-
cember and January.

Nearly 13,000 shots were giv-
en in all by the health unit
in this mass immunization
drive.

No charges are made for the

on hand and recipients of the
medicine may donate any
amount they wish.

Donations entirely paid for
serum.

“We had nurses assigned by
the state to help out in the
diphtheria program and we also
got help from the nurses and
administrator of = Woodland
Heights General Hospital, the
Red Cross, the telephone com-
pany, the light company and
a great deal of volunteer help,”
Anderson said.

In addition to the immuniza-
tion a doctor may refer patients
who are unable to pay to the

health unit for treatment.
“The health unit doesn’t offer

charity since there’s always a

donation box handy and almost

son said.

Other programs carried out
by the unit are tuberculosis
testing and tooth care programs
in the school, a cripple children
program and a venereal disease
program that includes films
available to P-TA and other
civic groups.

As Angelina County continues
its rapid growth rate, health
problems will increase and the
City-County Health Unit will be
on hand to keep them trom
getting out - of hand.

In the meantime, plans are
being made to make Lufkin a
public health subdistrict head-
quarters under the control of
Region VII in Tyler, thus ex-
tending its jurisdiction to sev-
eral surrounding counties in ad-

2

as.

of those whose names are Tex-

shots but a collection ~box is

everyone contributes,” Ander-

Partners In Prosperity!

this anniversary year.

prosperity for many years.

dition to Angelina.

United Gas is proud to have been a part of Lufkin's growth and

On the 80th anniversary of Lufkin, and the 125th Anniversary of .
Angelina County, United Gas stands ready to contribute its
part to the continued future progress of the city and county.

We like to think, in our own way, we have been a vital part of
helping Lufkin and Angelina County reach the point where it is

Lufkin is a place where business and industry seem to thrive
heartily. We predict the future will be even better.

And United Gas will be here to provide a dependable supply
of natural gas for the growth that is sure to continue.
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Backyard
Business

Grew Up

Sam’s Cabinet Shop besgan in
a backyard shop making tool
boxes for Lufkin Foundry em-
ployes and has expandad to a
10-acre industrial concern with
varied interests,

Sam Kaemmerling begian his
backyard ‘shop as a pait-time
venture during the early part
of the war.

When returned from .a tour
in the Navy he worked at ‘var-
ious jobs in the consfruction
and millwork fields and ‘in 1958
he started building homses and
put in another shop of his own.

Business expanded In 1964
when Kaemmerling bougght out
Master Bilt Fixtures, a com-

. pany that had previougly em-

ployed him, and startedl a full
line of cabinets, mlll work and
furniture.

From there the busmess be-
gan making items for 1zailroads
such as blocks, wedges, cat-
walks and cross ties.

In 1969 the firm bought a
sawmill to aid in thes cutting
of lumber and cross ties and
they also began constrtction of
a new plant on 10 é&cres in

. the north Lufkin indusiicial sub-

division-
They began operations in the

~ new plant in August and plan
- to expand further byr moving

the sawmill to the newy location
this year.

e

Forests===

(Continued From FYage 1)

ett and Groveton,

® The Angelina Natjonal For-
est, whose name Liy legend
comes from that of an Indian
maid, embraces parts, of Ange-
lina, San Augustine arid Nacog-
doches counties. Ranger head-

° quarters are maintaimed at Luf-
" kin.

® The Sabine National For-
est, taking its name. from the
river that forms the east boun-
dary of the Forest as well as
the boundary between Texas
and Louisiana, is made up of
portions of Sabine, Shelby and
San Augustine counties. Forest
ranger headquarters.' are locat-
ed in San Augustine and in
Hemphill.

Within the boundafries of the

. National Forests in | Texas, the

productivity of forest land is
being steadily inciveased, this
through the applicagion of tim-
ber management, silviculture,
planting and fire pirotection.

The arch enemy o forest pro-
ductivity has been 'and still is
fire. To the end that the Na-
tional Forests in T exas be pro-
tected from fire, an extensive
control system, consisting of
fire towers, telephote lines, spe-
cial equipment and the like, has
been built up.

A visitor to the. forest com-
munity of East Texas may see
logs and pulpwood bolts headed
for the mills or shipping points.
Or he may see «attle, under
permit and owned by local
stockmen, grazing the fringe of
the forest. Hunters, fishermen
and recreation-minded families
mingle with the siream of traf-
fic visiting these .public ‘lands
of many uses.”

The beautiful §abine River
separates Texas sand Louisiana
and it has been .impounded by
the Sabine Rivei: Authority to
form Toledo Bemd Reservoir.
The Forest Servikce administers
192 miles of forested shoreline
along the west sjide of this re-
Servoir.

Sam Rayburn Reservoir, a
114,000 acre impoundment of
the U.S. Corps of Engineers,
is famous for  its beauty and
recreational feaftures. The An-
gelina National Forest borders
92 miles of the shoreline and
this area is imanaged with
scenic and watetrshed values in
mind.

Camping areas on the Nation-
al Forests in Texas are de-
signed and managed for fami-
lies or small groups wanting
“elbow room” in a natural for-
est setting.

One of the most important
effects of a forest cover is the
benefit that Tesults to the
watershed. In fhe National For-
ests timber removal and other
forest uses are coordinated with
watershed protection needs.

It should be kept in mind
that substantially the same so-
cial and economic benefits re-
sult from any forest area that
is accorded constructive owner-
ship and management. It mat-
ters little whether a forest is
owned by the National Govern-
ment, the State, a corporatlon
or an individual; if it is kept
busy producing repeated crops
of forest products that are in-
telligently ha rvested, local com-
munities will benefit greatly
therefrom.

Linotype ‘machines helped
make mass circulation newspa-
pers possible angd spurred a dra-
matic growﬂg of publishing.
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AND NOW ...I N OUR ALL NEW LOCAT|ONl
— North Spence & Loop 287

Lufkin

PROVIDING LUFKIN, ANGELINA COUNTY AND

EAST TEXAS WITH THE VERY FINEST.......

* DIMENSION AND CUSTOM DESIGNED FURNITURE
* CUSTOM DESIGNED CABINETS & FIXTURES

* COMMERCIAL MILLWORK

* LUMBER — TIMBERS — CROSS TIES

“COME VISIT US REAL SOON"

SAM KAEMMERLING & SON'S TO BETTER SERVE YOU ©

CABINET SHOP

® PHONE 632-1516

.
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‘County Pioneers Educated In School Of Hard Knocks

FOREWORD

The information contained
in this historical paper was
gathered and reported by
Miss Ina Mae Townsend. This
information comes from sev-
eral sources. These include
conversations with early set-
t'ers, the diary of W. J. Town-
send Jr., Miss Townsend’s un-
cle, recorded history, court-
house records, and newspaper
articles.

W. J. Townsend Sr. served
as county judge of Angelina
County during the period that
children of Lufkin attended
the “Free School’’ donated on
Culverhouse  Street.  This
school was financed partially
by local domors. Miss Town-
send’s father was a student
in the “Free School.” In 1905,
W. J. Townsend Sr. and other
members of County Commis-
sioner’s Court petitioned the
state legislature to charter a
free public school in Lufkin.
The historical material from
that time to this date has
been accumulated by Miss
Townsend from minutes of
Lufkin School Board meet-
ings, personal experiences as
an employe of the Lufkin
public Schools for 50 years,
and from many varied re-
cords and stories made avail-
able to her by friends and
family.

L N

The pioneer citizens of Ange-
lina County were not known as
educated men and women, al-
though most of them came
from the southern states, where
they had secured a common
school education. They were,
however, educated by the hard
knocks of adversity. They were
strong, vigorous men and wom-
en, endowed with a lot of good
common sense. Anxious to see
that their children had good
training, they did what they
could to educate them.

One of the maln grievances
of the settlers against the Mexi-
can government was expressed
in the Texas Declaration of In-
dependence in 1836: the Mexi-
can government had not given
them a system of public
schools.

W. J. Townsend Sr. describes
a typical school of the early
days. Just before the turn of
the century, he was traveling
down a dusty road near Homer
and. noticed a group of boys
and girls seated under the
shade of a tree. He thought
they were having a picnic. Be-
ing hot and tired, he decided
to join them. To his surprise,
he found that this was not a
picnic but a school. It was sum-
mer time; crops had been laid
by and school was in session.

In 1839 the Congress of Texas,
at the suggestion of President
M. Lamar, gave to each county
three leagues of land and to
the states 50 leagues for a uni-
versity. The following year an-
other league was added.

Where was Angelina County’s
land? What became of it? Our
land was in Clay County. At
this time, the schools were in
the hands of the Commission-
er’'s Court. They frittered”
away the land, selling it for
a song. This land was in the

middle of the Henrietta oil field.|R. H. Glass, Mr. Hutcherson,

Later oil was discovered.

At the turn of the century,
the county had some money in
the county school fund. The
Commissioner’s Court invested
this money in Galveston Sea
Wall Bonds. This was a good,
safe investment. However, they
thought they could do better,
so they traded these bonds for
bonds of an irrigation district
on the Rio Grande. When the
district went bankrupt and be-
came insolvent, the county lost.

In the early days of Lufkin,
most schools were privately op-
erated although the “Old Free
School” on Culverhouse and
Grove was partially financed
with public funds. In the last
years of the 19th century, this
school building was struck by
lightning, injuring several chil-
dren. The most severely injured
were Arrie Feagie (Allbritton),
Tessie Shotwell .(Gibson), and
Lile Shirey (Rhoden).

Lack of funds often cut the
term short. W. J. Townsend
Sr. and other citizens saw the
need of a graded public school.
W. B. O’Quinn, the father of
the late Dr. Will O’Quinn, was
the county’s representative in
the legislature (later becoming
judge of the Court of Civil Ap-
peals). He introduced in 1905
a bill that created the Lufkin
Independent School District.

The first board meeting was
held on May 6, 1905. Members
were W. M. Glenn, president;
J. T. Maroney Sr., secretary;
W. J. Townsend Sr., treasurer.
Other members were J. H.
Kurth Sr. (Keltys), G. A. Kel-
ley, C. D. Stegall, W. H. Per-
kins. W. M. Glenn and W. J.
Townsend were appointed to se-
lect a superintendent A. O.
Rial was elected.
estab-

lished by A. C. Foster, a Ken|Schools. During this time, the|tkeir training under his supervi-|Mrs. Louise McMullen, Mrs. R.|N. D. Shands Sr., who was a .
tuckian,” was on the lot where|12th grade was added, and Car-|sion. H. Powell, Miss Belle Allwine, pig factor in securing the build-|/had reached 2700 with 69 teach-
St. Cyprian’s Churcn  now|ver School was built. The im-| In 1921 Kurth School, named|Clinton E. Hawkins have been ing. He was an athlete at Texas|€rS- In.1939 a new high school
stands. It is thought that this|print of Mr. Coston’s teaching/for E. L. Kurth, was built on|principals of Kurth School. U 2 it d ied this en.|V2S built on Raguet St. at _the
location of the college causediand guidance will be felt for\Raguet Street, and in January| In 1920 Shands gymnasium|University and carried this en-( ot of $225,000. The old build-
the Board to select the block/many years to come. Some of(1922 West side students were|was erected and named in hon-|thusiasm for sports throughout ing on Raguet and Ellis became

By 1932 the school enrollment

across from it on First and Lufkin’s best teachers began|transferred to the new building.lor of Lufkin’s athletic leader,lhis life. Lufkin’s  first  junior  high
Paul for the location of a school " il . ; T school. The school district was
building. This first building had growing, Moffett, Baird and
two stories and ten rooms but Boles districts were annexted
no rest rooms. The rooms on to- the Lufkin Independent

the east side had rolling walls.
The walls could be raised to
form an assemblv room. (The
same ‘“rolling” walls are pre-
sently in a small cottage in
Mrs. I. D. Fairchild’s back
yard.) The cost of this brick
building was $4,375. It was later
called Central School, housing
grades 1-10.

No longer did the ‘“Blue Back
Speller” and “McGuffey Read-
er” determine what grade you
were in. Seven teachers were i1 ‘

hired to teach ten grades. The | i . '"56{7'““'5””"“"“
first year’s enrollment was 251 | i i ol SR
students. i ‘ ‘

Many pupils on the west side ‘
of town still attended Mrs. Lela
Massingill’s  private  school, ’
grades one through seven, on
the corner of Bonner and Moore i i |
Streets. Parents were afraid for [{M ‘
children to cross the railroad ||
tracks because a child had been
killed. Private schools thrived;
nearly any school could attract
paying students.

Often the term of the public
school was cut short and pupils
paid tuition the last month. This
was called “Pay School.”
Teachers sometimes discounted
their salaries to keep the school
going, once teaching the last
month with no pay.

Some of the early superinten-
dents were A. O. Rial, W. H.
Carney, H. B. Stegall and A. F.
Armstrong.

In the fall of 1913, a new
high school building, built by
R. B. Shearer at a cost of $57,-

School District.

In 1943 George H. Wells of
Austin became superintendent.
In 1948 the frame building on
! Henderson Street in Keltys was
replaced by a brick building,
named for the beloved princi-
pal, Miss Mabel Melear. Later

principals were Blaine Moore,
‘ Il Rex Weisinger, B. B. Kilgore,
IR 11 . Ina Mae Townsend and John
il il Futch. A similar but larger

i M{ll ! building was built at Herty, and

the pupils from Moffett were
transferred there with Glenn
Berry as principal.

|| The enrollment increased so

rapidly that army barracks
from Camp Swift, Bastrop, were
placed on Kurth and Central
campuses for classrooms and
cafeteria use. The Lufkin
schools, = along with other
schools in the state, began to
suffer from an increase in the
cost of education, lack of quali-
fied teachers, and growth in
school population. These prob-
lems caused the legislature in
1947 to see that something. must
be done. The late Governor Bu-
ford Jester suggested to leaders
in the legislature that a com-
prehensive study be made of

°®
the state’s public school system,
o e es n ce rl ve n | ] ex a s administration, finance, curri-
culum, attendance, textbooks

and personnel. Out of this stgdy
Nacogdoches and Lufkin to-|debate and the angered Meth- flict started. became part of the public school|grew the Gilmer - Aiken bills,
day have Central East Texas’|odists in town started their own| Meanwhile, in late 1851, the|system in the early 1900’s. known as the Foundation Pro-
only institutions of higher learn-|school, Wesleyan College, which|Jasper Collegiate Institute had ® Sabine Baptist College gf gram, which mstltutgd a n;w
: ing, but there was a time when|swung open its doors in early|opened. Montrose also headed|Milam, which was opened.1{1‘3(1}1(15“10nal approach.  Under
Bt Ao Dinckos and Ra-such wiikely places as Burke-|1844. Among the school's early|it for & brief time, until 1653. |1856, ¢losed during the - Givillthis program our schoo, along
guet. 8. W. Dirickson from T y B & B rams i th others in the state, exper-
Ry wis. the o . e ‘i:_ ville, Newton, Milam and Hemp-|trustees was James Pickney, It closed during the last two|War, reopened in 1868 and was|W! c(i)aemsaw e, T bl?ild-
tendent. Through the forgg ht hill boasted colleges or univer- Henderson, who later became|years of the Civil War and re-|closed for good in 1870. : liflnc?) . Leachggt wés ik
of W C Trout, then presi cﬁnt sities. the first governor of Texas. opened in 1866 under Elisah| ® Sabine Valley University, b g Py T builc:ling simill)ar o
of the Lufkin School Board, two| Although there is some doubt| Although 150 attended the San|Seale. ; ﬁ!lslo ;BaptlSt schgo!, 11118%emp& L School on Raguet. When
new courses were added to the|@S t0 Whether the schools were|Augustine University at onej In 1874, it was reorganized ll ad iﬁvalssl?lp%taecaul: ¢ ah a new huilding, called Dunbar
curriculum: shop and domestic|Feally colleges, they were called|time, only 50 students were pre-|as the Jasper Male and Female| ‘)St. e free 2 cg‘i’," High School, was built on Lake
science. Mrs. Ella B. Cain was|that and operated as such. |sented in 1845 and, beset by|High School with H. H. Ford Pehl l?s m €  public Street, ‘the ‘e on' Leach Strest
the new shop teacher. Before) Two fowns considerably|a shortage of books and funds,|as president. Then, in 1878, it|SC .°° Tt ek Aead became Melinda Garrett Ele-
the year was over, the work|smaller than Lufkin and Nacog-|the school floundered. was replaced by the South East whlch: woats farmike nearcaJ:smgz: mentary School.
as well as the teacher became|doches, Jasper and San Augus- The Rev. James Russell suc-|Texas Male and Female Col- S 884 and cladad 5. Towy egrs In 1951 when'J. A..Anderson
popular. The eleventh grade|tine, probably had the best of|ceeded Montrose, who later be-lege, which opened with 92 stu- B hERATS —of |t e}tlition became superintendent, he im-
was added to the school in 1913.(the early-day colleges. came the president of the Uni-|dents. Among its early admm-f m . Jasper Colle f;’tep Insti-/mediately began to p’ress for
From this grade in 1914 the| A religious feud was responsi-|versity of Nacogdoches. istrators were J. H. Peacock, f:tje P g Mdiidnek: rontes. and bt
following  students graduated:|ble for San Augustine having| Russell, however, met an, un-|founder of the Pepcock Aca-"% 00000 many of which were completed
Dick Philen, Fannie Maroney, competing colleges in the mid- timely death. He wrote a de-|demy. ‘ THE LUFKIN DAILY NEWS |during his administration. The
Ausey Childress, Will O’Quinn!dle 1840’s. famatory article about a local| Similar to a junior college May 2, 1946 population had shifted from
and Percy Sherrod, The so-called University ofjwoman and her brother shot|Texas College finally won the 2

“Just talking about home.”|Central to Kurth, causing a
After 1913, the elementary|San Augustine was opened in{him to death. right to offer degrees in 1898. &

: That’s how Mrs. T. G. Walker|need for additional classrooms.
school became known as Central(1840, Its best-known president, That spelled the end . for|When it closed in the early|,¢ 413 ~ 1n Avenue described/The old Moffett building and

Ward Elementary and was at-\who took the job in 1842, was|San Augustine  University.(1900'S, however, none had been/her trans.pacific telephone con-|the Boles building were placed
tended only by pupils living|the Rev. Marcus Montrose, a|Across town, the debts piled|granted. versation at midnight Wednes-|beside the barracks on Kurth
cast of the Southern Pacific Presbyterian minister who re-lup at Wesleyan College and it,) Some other, but not all, col- day with her son, First Lt. Tho-campus, and the _auditorium
tracks and north of Lufkin Ave-iportedly saw the college while too, closed shop in 1847.  l|leges in Central East Texas in-\mas G. Walker Jr., in Tokyo., |was cut in half to give an extra
nue. The children on the west|visiting a local tavern and ap-| Another San Augustine col-|cluded: It was 3 p.m. Thursday in|classroom. Central’s auditrium
side went to school in the base-|plied for the top post. lege, known as the University) ® W. H. Ford Male and Fe-Tokyo when the call finally|was converted into six modern
ment of the new high school later, ajof Eastern Texas, was formedmale College in Newton, which|came through to the Lufkin mo-|classrooms and a hall, eliminat-
?lnd mTthv;_/o roc}xlmsl on the first\\rothodist  mininter named|from the remnants of both\was chartered in 1889 and ab-|ther last night. ing the use of the barrack class-
V&OSI;’ Side Sé" o0 was called yames  came to - town and|schools, but it lasted only alsorbed into the local school sys-| She was given notice by the(rooms g
Both lhel, ll‘lar(xi:mar dSChOOI' preached a sermon in favor of|short time. tem in 1906. San Francisco operator that her| At the corner of Highway 58
throu lslcsoos j t graces oneip;c earth,” Two other colleges, the Ma-| @ Burkeville Academy and|son had placed a call and was|and Fuller Springs Road stood
gf feven. Wo _story a°| Montrose was persuaded by|sonic Male College and the Ma-|Blum Male and Female College,{asked to call the West Coast|the Harmony Hill School. These
nextho Cour lrooms was  built fellow Presbyterians to read a|sonic Female College, both of/both in Burkeville. Little is operator at 5 p.m. Wednesday.|pupils were sent to Kurth, and
e £ e?ﬁr & campus to_ take oy, opposed to James’ doc-which lasted about 10 years,lknown about the former, but|This she did with the connec-|the building became a resi-
S A 01 ef ogert;loavlv + Early trine and a debate followed. |operated prior to the Civillit is known that the latter|tion being completed seven|dence. Fuller Springs, Homer
;‘)‘rrelnmlem. Igdna gr]lall“ke :gg:;} Montrose apparently won the/War, but closed when the con-ischool opened in early 1880 and hours later. and Biloxi were added to our

19 0-12 TRﬁSTESES —'“The trusteeé of
the Lufkin Independent school district of 1910
through 1912 are left %5 =izhi, top, W. D. Price;

Tle-tvy

I. D. Fairchilds, L. Platt and S. W. Diiickson,

In Many Unlikely Places

il Ll |
principal; 3saied, Ernest Kurth; Dr. R. B. Bledsoe,
secretary; and W. C. Trout, president and Dr. T. A.
Taylor, vice president.

About two years

district. Pupils from Homer and
Biloxi were transferred by bus
to Herty School. The first three
grades from Fuller Springs
were sent to Central, and the
fourth, fifth and sixth were sent
to Kurth.

Then came the voluntary in-
crease in property evaluation
and the approved release of $1,-
500,000 in bonds to build a new
high school on Denman Avenue.
The money not used for the
new. high school plant was to
be reserved to begin a ten-
year plan for construction of
additional elementary schools.

The new high school was
complete in 1955. The old jun-
ior high building on Raguet and
Ellis then became a part of
Kurth School and the building
on South Raguet became the
junior high school.

Mr. Anderson, with the aid
of Ward Burke and wife, re-
newed special education and
speech correction classes, add-
ing vision and hearing tests for
all children. Clinics were held
to which doctors, dentists, P-TA
and Service League members,
gave their time and services.

of student’s work as well as
their attendance.

In 1956 Trout School, named
for W. C. Trout, was built on
McGregor Drive and Allendale,
with Blaine Moore as principal.
Other principals have been
Langston Kerr, Bill Stewart,
Hilton Farris and R. H. Miller,

In 1958 Coston Elementary on
Trenton, with Eloise Johnson
as principal, and a new Kurth
school on York Drive, with C.
E. Hawkins as principal, were
built. Garrett Elementary on
Kurth Drive was also built at
this time with the late C. F.
Franklin as principal. Other
principals were Dr. Rhodes and
Ecomet Burley.

Dr. Gerald Barber followed
Mr. Anderson as superintendent
in 1962. During his administra-
tion Fairview District came into
the Lufkin Independent District.
Slack school was built in the
Fuller Springs community with
Bill Stewart as principal. Other
principals have been Hilon
Farris, Doug Prewitt and Jer-
ry Hennington. Carver School
was relocated on  Lubbock
Street and Olivia Hackney, a
long-time principal of Brandon
Elementary School, became its
first principal. In 1964 the name
was changed from Carver to
Hackney in her honor. Dr. Bar-
ber resigned during the second
semester in 1964, and Bill Shef-
field, business manager, was
named acting superintendent
until the arrival of Dr. Lea-
thers.

Dr. Frank Lethers served
the school district as superin-
tendent from 1964 to 1969. Dur-
ing his administration several
curriculum revisions were im-
plemented; physical education
aides were added and an ele-
mentary music program was
reinstated. By 1969 the number
of students had increased to
6530 with 308 teachers.

Dr. Langston Kerr was
named superintendent in May

Mrs. Winnie Singleton Grayson,

of 1969. During Dr. Kerr’s first

W. B. 'Treadwell, C. A. Frank-
lin, W. A. Abney, T. C. Man-
tooth, I, D. Fairchild, T. C.
Wilder, +C. A. Burke, W. D.
Price anyl Dr. J. C. Van Nuys.
Also, I)ir. T. A. Taylor, J. J.
Singletory, J. H. Gibson, R. J.
Behannoi), Dr. E. T. Clark, Dr.
R. B. Bdedsoe, C. H. Dodd, Lou
Pratt, W. G, Banks and Jim
Hall.

Also,, ‘G. R. Thompson, C. F.
Thomp)son, Kester Denman, J.
‘W. Lewis, Harold Lee, A. N.
Hogus, Curtis Fenley, Oscar
Finley, R. B. Stroud and John
Perry.

Also, Dr. Joe S. Burch Sr.,
Jim Peavy, W. R. Beaumier,
Henry Maas, Joe Anderson,
Aron Hubbard, S. W. Hender-
son. Jr., Ted Maberry, Earl
Meadford and John S. Redditt.
Also, Arthur Bresie, Dr. D.
L. Mann, Wallace Green, Roy
Spears, Ned Shands Sr., E. L.
Kurth Sr., W. C. Trout, Walter
'frout, Mrs. Thelma Croom

{only woman), Elbert Clark,
‘Ward Burke, Ele Baggett,
George Henderson Sr. and

George Henderson Jr.
Also, Dr. Kenneth Arnett, Dr.
Groom Shepard, Louis Renfrow,

This helped raise the quality|c. J. Schuller, Woody Gann,

Ottis Lock, Harmon Moore and
Fred Hill.

Some off the teachers were
the followilng:

W. B. OfQuinn, J. D. Crow,
J. V. Curlin, E. P. Corley, Hen-
ry Jordan, Sally Culver Robb,
Henry Stegiall, Mattie Dixon Ab-
ney, Sarah; Dixon Abney and
Jehn Massingill.

Also, Willl Tysinger, Mina Hill
Box, Daisy Warren Davis, De-
villo Gilliland Walker, Emma
Abney ' Gocibey, Bessie Moses
Berry, Flottence Powell, Maude
Dudley Pledtt, Lela Bonner Al-
derson and Clara Menefee.
Also, Etna Bonner Knaggs,
Jackie Warren Robb, Edna Lee
Sulzer, Freddie Parker, Stella
Knellinger, Lillian Denman
Shands, Ernily Gibson, Stella
Bonner Johns, Dell Waits
Strange . amd. -Ruby Maroney
Cupp.

Also, Lillie Hennington Spi-
vey, Edna Clarke Abney Davi-
son, Winnie Singleton Grayson,
Ruth Denm:in Richardson Den-
man, Sudie Fenley Wallace,
Vella Manetite West Shearer,
Gertrude Pilits, Burris Young-
blood Smith,. Ella B, Cain and
Jeta Gibson Gray.

Also, Vincent K. Terry, Edna

well Hoskins' Wallace, Louise
Johnson McMullen, Ruby John-
son, Alberta McGinnis, Johanna
Runge, Ruth Baker, Ben Wise-
man and Jodie Treadwell Bart-
lett.

Also, Bess Harris Thompson,
Mabel  Studiwant Satterfald
Mattie McCall, Kinsolving, Yan-
cy Hinson, Pzul Boynton, Edna
Coston, Maude Newman, Nola
Benton Powell, Choice Allison
and Morris Hodd.

Also Mayme Evans, Golda
M. Trevathah Hood, Mary
Campbell Fugfler, A. D. Hil-
dreth, Frank Duke Hildreth,
Abe Martin, Mlike Brumbelow,
Lem Kerr, Wiatty Myers and
Jesse Killam.

Also, Louise Murphy Killam,
Ella Moore Glass, Ruth Gibson,

Treadwell Terry, Eula Tread- -

Miss Persis Shearer, Mrs.

Mr. Satcher and Miss Belle All-
wine. Early principals of West
Side School were Miss Belle All-
wine, Mrs. Pitts, Mrs. R. H.
Powell and Mrs. Louise John-
son McMullen. Later principals
of Central Elementary were El-

and Rex Weisinger.

East Lufkin Avenue (called Luf-
kin Land after a lumber mill
on that street) and the children
on the Ford Chapel and Ewing
roads went to Knight’s Chapel.
This building was located in
front of Knight’s Cemetery.

ministration as superintendent,
a new stucco building was
erected on Ward Street. First
known as East Ward, the name
was later changed to Lillie B.
Miles. This building burned and
was replaced by an exact dupli-
cate. In the last few years it
has been remodeled and used
as a Reading Clinic. Some of
the early teachers at this school
were Miss Addie Clark, Mrs.
Evie Largent Bumpers, Mrs
Ruby Johnson, Miss Frances

and Mrs. Lillie B. Miles.
The first Negro school was

Paul Avenue intersection. Kel-
tys also had a Negro school
on the west side of the A&NR
tracks near Nile Street. The
School on Chestnut was later |
moved to Leach Street.

In the summer of 1917, 1. A.
Coston became superintendent,
a post he held for 26 years.
Lufkin schools gained new life |
under his leadership, The curri-
culum was expanded;
buildings were erected and the

East Texas College,

oise Johnson, Langston Kerr ‘I‘;!
(l

The children on and around |!

During Mr. Diricksen's ad- i

Maroney, Mrs. R. H. Powell §

on Chestnut Street near the [

new H

high school became a member TWO ARE THE SAME — The Lillie B. Miles school was on _ I I A
ofgthe Southern Association of Lufkin’s earliest elementary schools. Shown in the upper left hand now named the Lufkin Public School Remedial Reading Center.

L] two years as superintendent,
/|| the school district has consoli-
| dated with Redland Independent
School District, has built a two-
story, air-conditioned academic
wing at Lufkin High School, has
| built a Vocational-Physical Edu-
jlilil cation wing at Lufkin High
|| School, has begun work on a
| new academic wing at Slack
||| Elementary School, has organ-
| ized all campuses to assure full
| integration of the student body,
, i WA | has implemented 21 new course
U AT A I i | offerings in the secondary
I]‘ il I At | AR schools, has expanded the voca-
mmm“‘ tional division to include ten
new programs, has begun com-
puter scheduling for all secon-
dary students, has implemented
an elementary library program,
and has entered into a compre-
hensive accreditation study for
the Southern Association of Col-
leges and Schools.

The school system now has
327 teachers, 176 clerical, cafe-
teria and custodial personnel,
totaling 503 employes. The bud-
get is $3,500,000 per year. There
are now 7000 studems enrolled
on 13 campuses.

No history of the Lufkin
schools would be complete with-
out mentioning some of the peo-
ple that gave so much of their
time to make the system what
ir is. They seem to have this
motto, “A student is not a ves-
sel to be filled but a lamp
to be lighted.” These people
held the torch high and helped
make Lufkin one of the best
| school systems in the state.
Some of the Board members

H“;np!l;}"‘l M“ ’r u!”[ | “w ’4 I» Ull' ’ hisd , e - lrt;llllji'”i}l1!] |‘
. I I '”, ” | it | - : i i through the years are listed be-
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i i » i e i R i e | Dr. A. M. Denman, Ben Ner-
T n IR i i i R ‘ ren, Judge W. J. Townsend Sr.,
» A A Judge W. J. Townsend Jr., W.

! ! H. Perkins, W. M. Glenn, J.
H. Kurth, G. A. Kelley and

i
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e of corner ted on Ward and Grant,

Florene Fuller, Adelia Barber,
Marie Gillis, Belle Allwine, Lu-
cille Gregory, Maurine Cannon
Henderson and Edna Price Win-
ston.

Also, Annie Marie Townsend
Shands, Elizabeth Murphy Slat-
er, Elizabeth Shearer Parker,
Nell Franklin Walker, Helen
Brown Jones, Gfadys Thompson
Kerr, Addie Clark, Garvis N.
Cook Byerley, Mary Emma
Binion and Sue Ransome Den-
man.

Also, Elma Heard, Ossie
Watts Vickers, Kathleen Stevens
New, Winnie Dawis Fisher, Ger-
trude Card Bullock, Lillie Bird-
song Mills, Archtie Birdson Mat-
thews, Marcille Stegall Pickett,
Hazel Douglas, Bert Hunatz
Berry and Audrey Latimer Ab-
ney.

Also, Margaret Abney San-
ders, Frances Maroney, Matj-
dice Smith, Sadie Joyce Rogers
Clarke, Lorena Moursand, Min-
nie Lee Barham Hayes, Willie
Royle, Zoe Townsend Taydor,
Harmon King and A. W. Phil-
lips.

Also, Margaret Wood {Scar-
brough, Ruth Lewis Miarch,
Mary Landen Blount, Melva
Thompson Blount, Kathrgn Len-
nard, Jean Lennard, ' Nancy
Thompson Medford, Dora Jane
Peavy Friesen, Juaniza Gris-
som and E. H. Bush.

Also, Cecil Nerren dicMillan,
Evelyn Kennedy Car'ter, Mr.
and Mrs. B. R. Grissom, Hugh
Ryrd, Dell Byrd, Eilel Abney,
Nena McCall, Rebe:ca Town-
send, Josephine Freijerick and
Lois Walker.

Also, Lila McKinnway, Ola Ten-
ney, Mary Tenney, Ina Mae
Townsend, C. F. E'ranklin, Me-
linda Garrett, Oli'zia Hackney,
Essie Mae Hill, Sabra Stewart,
Janie Boone, E. 'E. Cleaver,

(inset) is the same building loca C. D. Stegall.

Also, J. T. Maroney Sr., Dr.

Lewis Ward, Paif McWilliams,
and Jack Graves.

|




Timberlands---

(Continued From Page 1)

department in 1924 consisted of
but four professional foresters,
two inspectors and 28 fire pa-
trolmen.
Yet with the determination
which typifies Texas, the people
of Texas rallied to its support
and the course of history began
to change: :
A progressive forestry pro-
gram, which included reforesta-
tion and timber management
assistance to private woodland
owners was begun ard forest
fire prevention and protection
programs were expanded.
Today the amount of commer-
cial timberland has decreased
to about 11% million acres but
the timber growing stock sup-
ports some 200 wood-using in-
dustries and totals more ‘than
33 billion board feet.
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(Continued From Page 1)

were 26 tree cabs in use.

The floors of some cabs were
as much as 80 feet above the
ground.

In 1934, the tree cabs were
replaced by the present steel:
lookout towers which now num-
ber 100 throughout Texas.

One other steel tower was
erected in the Ewing Commun-
ity, near the old Henderson
sawmill, about 10 miles east
of Huntington in 1934, but this
tower was removed in 1953.

About 1950, a pole cab was
erected at Wolf Hill.

This type of forest fire look-
out was developed by the Texas
Forest Service and later adopt-;
ed by other southern states. The
poles were generally creosotec
and were generally in excess
of 80 feet tall.

The poles were sunk about
four feet in the ground and
were guyed by wire cables. The
pole cab at Wolf Hill was re-
placed with the present steel
tower in 1958. ?

Knox B. Ivie, erector of most
of the tree and pole cabs and
many of the steel towers, still
resides in Lufkin.

Green Gold---

(Continued From Page 1)

and some are for picnicking.

Environmental control is an-
other area in which TFA is
a pioneer. It has been initating
and supporting pollution control
legislation for nearly three de-
cades: And it has been helping
forestry-related industries con-
duct research to discover ways
to abate pollution,

A reward ranging from $250
to $5000 has been offered an-
nually, and several times paid,
since 1958. for wood arsonists
in East Texas by the associa-
tion.

In 1967 TFA moved into its
present all-wood office building
on Atkinson Drive, Lufkin. The
building features seven species
of Texas trees in many modern
architectural designs. It has
been refered to as a monument
to wood and has received na-
tionwide publicity.

In the future TFA plans to
establish a museum at the site
which will depict East Texas
timber history.

TESL

(Continued From Page 1)

vation Corps. Ten of the 14
rooms in the office building
were finished in different wood
paneling, donated by lumber
companies  of East Texas.

In 1937 headquarters of the
Lufkin district were established
at the Division headquarters
site. This is now known as Dis-
trict 3.

In 1938 the first wooden forest
fire lookout tower in Texas was
erected behind Division head-
quarters at the forestry center
and remained there until 1953
when it was dismantled.

In 1940 the Division of Forest
Products Research, now known
as the Texas Forest Products
Laboratory, was formed and
was headquarterec in a new
six-room building at the for-
estry center. Basic aims of the
laboratory have been to find
new uses for both high and
low grade, and commercial and
non-commercial species of Tex-
as woods; improve methods of
processing and manufacturing
forest products; and seek ways
of reducing woods and mill
waste through improved mane-
facturing methods and utiliza-
tion of the waste materials.

Tht original building con-
tained a chemical research
room, a woodworking shop,
photographic darkroom, offices,
library and general workshop.
Shortly after the laboratory was
in operation, a research dry
kiln was constructed.

In June 1962 the forestry cen-
ter was formerly dedicated and
named the A. E. Cudlipp Sr.
Forestry Center. That same
year the Forest Pest Control
Section was formed and in 1967
the Forest Pest Control Labora-
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Vocational Training Included In Angelina College Curriculum

Angelina College is a two-|
year junior college, offering the
formal education and prepara-
tory ' courses required to ad-
vance a student to a senior
college but also offering com-
prehensive technical vocational
courses.

In a period when vocational
and technical professions re-
quire formal training, AC is
leading the way in this area
with job training programs in
four fields and a pair of new
buildings to implement the pro-
gram.

The new buildings, one a co-
bination classroom-lab and the
other a shop, contain 15,500
square feet of floor space with
a totally equipped price of over
$400,000.

Ben Wickersham, director of
AC’s technical vocational pro-

shop are equipped with the

'most modera, up-to-date indus-

trial machinery.

This is the first semester the
new facilities have been in use.

In addition to vocational
courses the school offers night-
time adult education courses
that have no entrance require-
ments.

Health Occupation division
consists of six available nursing
courses, a respiration therapy
course in conjunction with Me-
morial Hospital and 11 courses
in mental health and mental
retardation technology.

Industrial education offers
training in drafting and design
technology and electronics tech-
nology.

In the industrial education
program, welding courses and
machine shop are being offered

gram, said that the labs and

now and an automotive mechan-

ies program. will be added this
summer.

Office Occupations comes un-
der the school’s listings of tech-
nical vocational training and
AC provides training for data
processing, one and two - year
secretarial studizs and one and
two year general business
courses.

“We’re proud of the qualifica-
tions of our technical vocational
teachers,”” Wickersham said. “In
addition to being qualified
teachers, we require them to
have at least three years of
practical occupational exper-
ience.”

This on-the-job skill training
makes the AC teachers know-
ledgable in the problems that
their students are likely to meet
in job situations and acquaints

them with the practical aspects
of learning as well as the

theory.

Wickersham said that 30 per
cent of the students enrolled
at AC are taking at least one
technical vocational course, an
indication that the school is
turning out a large number of
skilled workers for the sur-
rounding area.

Angelina College is more than
just a jumior university, it is
a comprehensive school offer-
ing forms of
many of its larger competitors
do not have but that’s not the
only way the junior college
among the pines is growing.

The school’s enrollment has

last fall.

AC’s faculty members have
grown in number from 32 to
39 to this year’s 46.

In fact junior colleges in gen-

Team Started

Out Homeless

Roadrunners Had No Gym In 1968

The Angelina College Road-
runners were, for the first year
of the college, a team without
a home — no basketball gymna-
sium.

+ During the fall of 1968, coach
Cecil Ferguson and his ’Run-
ners held daily workouts in the
old Diboll High School gym
which had all the essentials,
except when it rained, and none
of the luxuries. But, the team
was in condition enough for jun-
ior college competition by mid-
November.

* The first game ever for the
Chaps was in the Lufkin High

School in November, 1968,
against the Le Tourneau Yel-
lowjackets. The Roadrunners

lost that match, 101-99, one of 18
setbacks the team suffered in
fhat painful freshman year.
But, they took three conference
wictories against 13 losses —
good enough to beat out one
team and tie another in the
final standings.

“ A 6’7" South Carolina preduct
named Milton Hill finished as
the top scorer for Angelina that
season, and holds a majority
of the team records.

" Besides being the all-time
leading scorer for Chaps, Hill
Holds the single game record
in scoring and rebounding. On
Feb. 23, 1969, Hill scored 45
points and ripped off 30 re-
bounds in a Roadrunner victory
over the Jacksonville Jaguars
in Lufkin High School Gym. The
team established their scoring
record that night with 112
points, only five points over the
107 scored by the Jags.

* Another memorable occasion
for AC was when the team won
their first conference game.
That night, the Chaps took a
12 point victory over the Gray-
son County Vikings, 96-84.

The sophomore season for An-
gelina, though nof a winning
ene, was one of hope for the
team. In the Texas Eastern
Conference, AC finished with a
5-11 slate, two better than the
year before. Over-all, they were
11-24.

Hill continued to bomb the
nets for AC, but a former Ken-
nard High School star was com-
ing into his own as an outside
shooter and rugged defensive
player. He was Haywood Hen-
derson.

+ Henderson earned his place
on a trophy in the AC gym

lobby by being voted as the
team’s most valuable player
that year. Hill had won the
honor the year before.

Now, over two years and five
buildings later, Angelina Col-
lege has watched its team
transgress back in to anoiher
freshman squad of Roadrun-
ners:

The first year established the
heart of the team, producing
the stars and culling the duds.
The second season of Roadrun-

ners added depth to the team|
and put a covering around the|

sophomore nucleus.
When the fall of the third
season rolled around, the Road-

runners no longer had the stars
and the -covering of freshmen
did not return with the excep-
tion of two players.

So, in September of
coach Ferguson was

1970,
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tribute to the men who

STANDS AS TRIBUTE — The old Valverde Cannon, a three-inch brass rifle,
authentically remounted, and now standing in front of the Courthouse in Fair-
field, Freestone County, was captured f rom Union forces at Valverde, New Mex-
ico, in 1862. It later participated as part of the Valverde Battery against Fed-
eral forces in Texas and Louisiana. Today, the old Valverde cannon stands
proudly in front of the Freestone County Courthouse, Fairfield, as a lasting

wore the Blue and Gray.

runner practice session in 1968.

il

(Photo Courtesy: Texas High way Dept. Travel and Information Div.)

Old Cannon Loaded With History

“ The old Valverde Cannon, a
three-inch brass rifle, authentic-
ally remounted, and now stand-
mg in front of the Courthouse
in Fairfield, Freestone County,
Tex., was captured from Union
forces at Valverde, N.M., in
1862. It later participated as
part of the Valverde Battery
against Federal forces in Texas
and Louisiana.

During the latter part of 1861,
Brigadier General Henry H.
Sibley organized a brigade of
mounted Confederate troops in
San Antonio for the purpose of
" invading New Mexico and per-
haps going on west to the Paci-
fic coast to open up a route
for the South in order fo avoid
the blockade. It was on this
expedition that on Feb. 21, 1862,
‘Sibley’s Texans met the Federal
forces under Colonel E. R. S.
Canby at Valverde, ten miles
south of Fort Craig, N.M., and
soundly defeated them, captur-
ing Captam McRae’s Union bat-
-tery of six brass cannons. With
‘these six guns the Confederates
-organized a battery of their
‘own, electing Joseph Sayers,
Jater t. become governor of
“Texas, Captain, and T. D. Net-
tles, first lieutenant. It is inter-
-esting to note that General Sib-

ley and Colonel Canby, oppos-

ing commanders, were brothers-
in-law.

In May, 1862, this elite battery,
with its picked men, returned
to Texas and took part in the
supporting action from Virginia
Point in the Battle of Galves-
ton on Jan. 1, 1863. It went
on into Louisiana where it as-
sisted in pushing back advanc-
ing Union troops and aided in
the capture of the Union gun-
boat, Diana, on Bayou Teche.

At the Battle of Camp Biland,
the battery was cited for its
effectiveness, and Capt Sayers
was wounded. After the wound-
ing of Captain Sayers, Lieuten-
ant T. D. Nettles was promoted
to Captain and took command
of the battery. The battery
fought in rear guard skirmish-
ing at Vermillionville, La., and
bombarded enemy encamp-
ments and a gunboat at the
edge of Berwich, enabling the
Confederates to defeat the ene-
my at Brashear City. It also
took part in skirmishes on the
Nachitoches road as Federal
forces advanced into Louisiana.

In the spring of 1864, Federal
Commander General Nathaniel
P. Banks and a large Federal
army was moving up the Red
River toward Shreveport. On
April 8, the Confederate army
under General Dick Taylor en-

gaged the Federal troops in
battle at Mansfield, La., in
what was to be the largest bat-
tle west of the Mississippi. In
this tremendous battle, the old
cannon’s thunderous roar trans-
cended the din of battle and
the shrieks of dying men and
horses. The Valverde Battery
played a very important part
in the Confederate victory at
Mansfield, helping to stop the
advance of Federal forces up
the Red River and the land in-
vasion into Texas.

An account of the Battle of
Pleasant Hill is given in the
diary of H. C. Medford, a Con-
federate soldier. Mr. Medford
in his record gave this descrip-
tion of the effectiveness of the
Valverde Battery:

“Our whole division of calva-
ry is to charge the enemy, and
Walker’s and Mouton’s divisions
not to be brought up unless
necessary. At 5 p.m. the Val-
verde Battery opens upon the
enemy with a telling effect. The
enemy opens upon us, and good
shooting. The artillery fight
continues with great heat, until
finally the enemy’s batteries
cease firing, but with loss to
the Valverde Battery — four
killed, several wounded, and six
horses Kkilled.”

The battery also successfully

engaged and drove off a Union
gunboat near Deloach’s Bluff.
In May, it fought at Chambers
on Bayou Robert Road, and was
in a spectacular artillery duel
with the retreating Federals at
Mansura.

The Valverde Battery is last
mentioned in the official re-
cords of the War of the Rebel-
lion on June 1, 1865, nearly
two months after the surrender
of Robert E. Lee at Appomattox
Courthouse. The record states
“that Captain T. D. Nettles had
four guns, two three-inch rifles
and two six-pounder guns, near
Nacogdoches, Tex.”

The men under the command
of Captain Nettles, along with
the four cannons, were appar-
ently on their way to San An-
tonio to be disbanded, but since
many of the soldiers in the bat-
tery lived in Fairfield, Tex.,
they disbanded there instead.
The four cannons, according to
local folklore, were buried in
a buggy house during the Re-
construction period. Sometime
later they were dug up, two
being sold for scrap, one gong
to Jacks Creek Reunion Ground
near Mexia, Tex., and the other
one remaining in Fairfield.

For many years, the old Val-
verde Cannon was fired during

education that

grown from 596 students at its
opening in the fall of 1968 to

almost
where he was when he blew
the whistle for the first Road-

leral have grown since their in-
ception in the late 1800s.

“The idea of junior coieges
is totally American in concept,”
Dr.. Hudgins, president ot AC,
said.

He said that in 1900 there were
only 10 junior colleges in the
nation with a total enrollment
of about 100 compared to al-
most 1,000 of the two-year insti-
tutes in the country now with
an enrollment of almost two
million.

Dr. Hudgins said that the jun-
ior college concept is basad on

the principles of teaching a
transfer program for a tour-
year college, teaching technical-
vocational subjects and teach-
ing adult education.

“The adult education was the
last added to the JC curriculum
since studies showed that the
average person changes his vo-
cation four times by the time
he’s 40 and, therefore, needs
additional training to pursue his
new vocation,” the AC presi-
dent said.

The AC district was created
by a countywide election Sept

14, 1966, when the voters chose
to establish a property tax for
maintenance and operation of
the institute, agreed to sell gen-
eral obligation bonds in the
amount of $1.5 million for con-
struction and appointed a board
of trustees.

Dr. Hudgins was employed in
December of 66 and immediate-
ly applied for a number of
matching government grants
and loans which he received.

The school’s pian for the fu-
ture include a library structure

ment reaches 1800,

the student center.

have been set as yet.

At present, AC’s library is lo-
cated on the second floor of

There are also plans for a
business building, nursing build-
ing, women’s gym and additional
laboratory space in the future
but Dr. Hudgins said that these
are fentative plans and no dates

In the meantime, there is a
possibility that AC will have
a pair of new dormitories by
next fall but they will be pri-
to be added when the enroll-ivately owned and not conirolled

by the school.

The local construction firm of
R. H. Duncan, builder, has plans
underway to begin building fa-
cilities adjoining the campus
that will house about 120 men
and women students.

Specifics are not available on
the project at the present time
but a spokesman for the firm
said that the dorms should be
ready for occupancy next fall.

In the meantime AC continues
to provide education for area
residents, adults as well as
youth.

The year 1970 was one for
expansion for Ellen Trout Park
Zoo, and 1971 promises to hold
even more in store.

Growth in size took place in
the past year but, perhaps more
important, was the expansion
of ideas, theories and dreams
that go to make up what zoo
director Tim Jones calls . the
best small zoo he’s seen.

In fact, a group of zoo ex-
perts meeting in Lufkin in Jan-
uary had nothing but praise for
the local zoological institute.

Ecology and environment are
big words in this decade, and
during the past year Jones has
leaned toward natural habitat
settings in the construction of
new cages.

“A zoo can serve to educate
the people while they are being
entertained,” the zoo man said.

Signs play a big part in pre-
senting important information
for the public, dissolving old
and foundless beliefs they might
have had.

Much work is done at the
local zoo on signs in order to
present just the right, relevant
facts in just the correct way
to the visitors.

Jones also hopes to imple-
ment a program sometime this
year whereby volunteers will be
taught the many interesting
facts about the zoo’s boarders
and will be able to conduct
guided tours for the public.

Also on the list of improve-
ments for the zoo is a massive
beautification program to pro-
vide the area with scenic plant-
ed spaces, roped off from the
public and entwin ith a sys-
tematic series of sidewalks.
The plans call foo a series
of quail and pheasant ' pens
across from the deer cages with
the sidrwalk curving between
the many pine trees and with
planted areas being positioned
between the sidewalks and the
cages.

“Pheasants and quail add a

1“ lot of color andare relatively
Jones |

inexpencive to keep,”
said.
New  structures housing new
and interesting animals have
sprung up around the zoo
grounds in the past year and
all indications are that the list
will continue to grow this year.
Loop 287 north is nearing
completion and should provide
excellent driving conditions
where poor ones existed before.

Not only will it help local
200 traffic but Jones is hopeful
that it will direct more out of
town travelers in his direction
and keep the zoo’s attendance
mark rising.

Last year’s attendance
jumped 20,000 over the previous
year’s 160,000 and perhaps the

1970: Year Of

new exhibits had something fo
do with it.

The bird of prey flight cages
donated by the Rotary Club was
one of the significant additions
of the past year.

The cyclione fence structure
provides the birds with .com-
fortable perches and room to
fly from one perch to another
for exercise.

xpansion For Lutkin Zoo

Some of the birds it exhibits
includes a bald eagle, hawk,
king vulture and an assortment
of owls, crows and native vul-
tures.

Anotber significant and very
apparent building development
within the past year are the

open, natural habitat moats
which contain Himalayan bears,
raccoons, arctic foxes and prai-
rie dogs.

the planning stage,

keys, in the near future.
Many small

il

SCRAPBOOK SCENES OF LUFKIN—Street scenes have changed drastlcally
through the years in the Lufkin area. At top is a photo from the pre-pavement
days, when no flashing lights gave warning at the railroad crossing but in-
stead the familiar white crossbars which said “Railroad Crossing! Look Out
For The Cars!” Below is a view of old U.S. 59 looking south near the un-
derpass which has since been closed off.

An additional moat to house
alligators and crocodiles is in
and the
moat section will be rounded
off by an exhibit of spider mon-

animals have
been added to those seen in
the small mammal enclosure
and three of the interior cages
have been redesigned by form-
ing ledges of concrete to give
the animals more space and

present them in a more natural
setting.

The presence of Ellen Trout
Lake offers a vast untapped
opportunity for natural habitat
exhibits on waterfoul, and Jones
plans to make use of it.

His foresight calls for some
type of scenic bridge, perhaps
a suspension or barrel bridge
extending out into the na-
tural beauty of the lake which
will be stocked with graceful
swans and geese along with
other colorful waterfowl.

A children’s zoo was opened
last year complete with swings
and playground toys for the
younger set and -complimented
by a full size locomotive and
a World War II cannon.

Jones said that future plans
for the children’s zoo include
the addition of a wishing well
and several small animal ex-
hibits.

An innovation for the food
providing of the animals in 1970
was the installation of a vend-
ing machine that sells cakes
of specially designed food for
the bears at 10 cents per bar.

“People are going to feed the
animals anyway so its better
that it’s food that’s good for
them,” Jones said.

He added that the vending
machine was making enough
money to pay for the other feed
bill of the bears.

In the future Jones hopes to
add other vending machines
which he said are natural
moochers.

Nor does being a zookeeper
end with caring for the animals
and the grounds.

During the past year Jones
has presented 23 public service
talks to various civic groups
and schools and 46 television
shows, representing the com-
munity of Lufkin as a whole
and, more specifically, his own
highly specialized part of it.

The zoo has come a long way
since its opening on June 17,
1967, when it had a few birds,
small mammals and snakes and
the hippo that was a gag Christ-
mas present to Walter W.
Trout.

Since then over half a million
visitors have toured it and one
of the biggest draws in its re-
cent history has been the Z&0O
Railroad, a miniature train op-
erated by the Lufkin Lions Club

‘ Il |and an installation that is quite

unique in a zoo of this size.
Ellen Trout Park Zoo, nes-
tled in the scenic surroundings
of beautiful pine trees and EL
len Trout Lake grew in leaps
and bounds last year and should
do the same in 1971, aiding
the concepts of entertainment
and education in the commun-
ity.

(See Cannon, Page 7)
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Original County Hospital Was Built In 1919

A portion of the original
Woodland Heights General
Hospital, constructed in 1919
remains. in the building today,
a building that will soon be
fronted by a new three-story
hospital wing.

August of last year saw the
overcrowded conditions with-
in the hospital lead county
residents to vote a $600,000
bond issue to enlarge and
modernize existing facilities.

The community’s depen-
dence on the hospital was at-
tested to by the 61 per cent
margin of voters that favored
the bond, marking the great-
est majority to pass such a
bill in this county.

Preliminary construction
plans have been made = but
further planning is being de-
layed since the hospital has
applied for matching funds un-
der a federal grant adminis-
tered by the state and much
of the planning will depend
on the amount of money the

- hospital administrators have
to spend on the improve-

ments. ‘“We’re hoping that the
building improveinents will 1n-
crease our capacity from our
present 87 beds to 140 beds,”
said George Culbertson, hos-
pital administrator.

He said that the new wing,
which will run parallel to
Frank Street, will greatly
help to ease the overcrowding
at Woodland Heights, a hos-
pital that had to admit over
500 patients to the halls in
1970 and had an 87 per cent
oceupancy record.

The improvements will em-
phasize patient rooms, the ad-
dition of waiting rooms and
lobbies to each tloor, improve-
ments to the X-ray facilities,
laboratory  expansion, in-
crease in size of emergency
facilities, implementation of a
coronary care unit plus in-
creased area in the dining
room, offices and record room.

‘‘Space is more of a prob:
lem to us than equipment,”

Culbertson said.
The new wing is projected

as being a three-story struc-
ture with sufficient foundation
stories at a later date.

Much of the final design,
however, will depend on whe-
ther the hospiials receive the
matching fund federal loan.

The hospital opened in 1919
under the name of Lufkin Hos-
pital.

The original cornerstones
bearing this inscription  were
saved and moved to the in-
side west corridor when the
front of the building where
they were located was remod-
eled in 1963.

In the early 1920s (the exact
date is not known) the hospi-
tal’s name was changed to An-
gelina County Hospital, a title
it bore until 1960 when it was
officially named Woodland
Heights General Hospital by
the county commissioners’
court.

This name was derived from
the city name for the addi-
tion in which the hospital is
located.

The early hospital was one

of the few in East Texas and
served many of the surround-
ing communities.

It was considered to be quite
modern and up-to-date for that
time and in the late 1920s a
registered Nursing Program
was begun.

The nursing program contin-
ued until about 1934.

At that time, mainly due to
poor transportation, it was a
common practice for the
nurses to actually live on the
hospital grounds and the local
hospital had a large frame
nurses’ residence that stood
until 1943 when it was de-
stroyed by. fire.

A new two-story addition
was built in 1944, the wing
that runs parallel to Bynum,
and its second floor became
the nurses’ residence.

In the middle ’50s these resi-
dences were converted to pa-
tient rooms.

In 1959 the commissioners’
court and hospital board of
managers petitioned a bond is-
sue to modernize and add to

the existing facilities and con-
struction began in March of
the next year.

The work, which was com-
pleted in 1961, expanded the
hospital’s capacity from 60
beds to the 87 that it is cap-
able of handling today and
completely modernized the fa-
cilities.

In January of 1964 Woodland
Heights was inspected by the

- joint commission on the accre-

ditation of hospitals and was
fully accredited, a distinction
it has retained.

‘“Accreditation is important
in that it insures that good
facilities and medical prac-
tices are used in the hospi-
tal,”” Culbertson said.

It is often the case that
when the new comes in all -
that is old is destroyed but
such is -not the case with
Woodland Heights. :

The new is coming but a
portion of the original 1919
structure remains in an insti-
tute that has served this area
for' 5% years.

Keltys, Owens-Illinois Combined Histories -

What began as a small sawmill
two miles north of Lufkin more
than 84 years ago is today the
almost totally automatic plywood
plant operation of Owens-Illi-
nois.

And because of the automatic
innovations in today’s plant op-
eration there seems to be more
difference than years between
Owens-Illinois and C. L. Keltys
sawmill.

But the history of the plant
is filled with more than simple
innovations brought about by
technology. It is a history of
Lufkin itself for many of this
city’s early leaders were con-
nected with what is today Ow-
ens - Hlinois.

The year 1887, only five years
after Lufkin was founded, marks
the start of the real history
of the current operations with
the purchase of the Keltys saw-
mill by Joe H. Kurth Sr.

That same year, Sam Wiener
and S. W. Henderson Sr. be-
came associated with Kurth in
the operation and the plant was
renamed the Angelina County
Lumber Co. with the community
around it being named Keltys
after the original land owner.

From that modest beginning
Wwith a plant devoted to the
manufacture of quality southern
vellow pine lumber came the

foundation of growth that en-totally automatic.

compassed much of early day
Lufkin.

Kurth, Henderson and a later
partner, Eli Wiener, founded
with other lumbermen the Luf-
kin Foundry and Machine Co.,
now the giant Lutkin Industries,
as a repair business and en-
couraged its management to
expand into other fields of
manufacture.

The Angelina and Neches Riv-
er Railroad Co, was founded
by the associates of the old
Keltys mill as well as any oth-
er businesses that came fourth
from those associates, including
Southland Paper and Memorial
Hospital.

In 1954 a fire struck Angelina
County Lumber Co. destroying
most of the operation. The mill
was completely renovated '— in-
cluding the ‘installation of then
modern machinery — and con-
tinued to produce lumber ma-
terials until it was purchased|;
in 1966 by Owens-Illinois.

For the past five years, Ow-
ens - Illinois has continued to
carry the banner in plywood
production just as its predeces-
sor had done for the previous
79 years in Lufkin.

Today’s plant, with the excep-
tion of a few operations that
require the human eye to be
fixed on a particular phase, is

Owens-Illinois, Inc., can trace
its history back to 1818, the
year the New England Glass
Company was founded at Cam-
bridge, Mass. That company lat-
er became the Libbey Glass
Company and Edward Drum-
Cambridge to Toledo, Ohio, in
1888 in order to be close to
fuel supplies. Michael J. Owens
— a native of West Virginia who
was a highly skilled glassbiower
while still in his teens and later
was a union organizer — be-
came superintendent of the Lib-
bey plant soon after its transfer
to Toledo.

Dissatisfied with the hand-
blowing methods by which all
glass was then made, Owens
hegan experimenting with ma-
chine - blown glass. In 1903

he invented the first automatic
glass hottle-making machine, the
most revolutionary development
in glass-making since the blow-
pipe was invented more than
2,000 years ago.

Libbey, Owens and associates
organized the Owens Bottle Ma-
chine Company to manufacture
the revolutionary glass-making
machine. Later the company be-
gan producing bottles, too. It
changed its name to the ‘“Owens

Bottle Company” and in 1929
became Owens-Illinois with the

FOR THE PAST TWENTY-
ODD YEARS WE'VE BEEN
PROVIDING THE "FOUNDA-
TION" FOR OUR GROWING
PROSPERING COMMUNITY!

WE'RE PROUD TO DO OUR
PART ... FOR PROGRESS!

Lufkin Redi-Mix

acquisition of the Illinois Glass
Company.

Owens-Illinois bought the Lib-
bey Glass Company in 1935 and
made it the Libbey Glass Divi-
sion of O-I.

Owens - Illinois is a leading
manufacturer of glass, plastic,
paper and glass-ceramic pro-
ducts. It makes bottles and jars,

Libbey glass tableware and
plastic melamine dinnerware,
metal and plastic closures and
fitments for ' containers, 'plastic

containers, disposable . paper
and plastic cups, tubs, lids and
Forestry---

(Continued From Page' 1)

top. It was generally known
when the raising would take
place, and we had people from
all over the country to see it
go up. As usual, a lot of them
said, “He cah never raise it.”
However, that didn’t discourage
me and the job was completed
and served the purpose for sev-
eral years.

In another place i built a
tree cab on top of a 105 foot
pine tree and finished it July
the fourth about 10 o’clock a.m.
I left to go home and the tree
and cab was struck by lightning
at 2 o’clock p.m. the same day!
Fortunately, no one was there
when I returned and realized
what had happened!

While building the tree cabs
three or four of us boys would
camp out and stay where our
work was, and many times at
night, the wolves would wake
up up with their howling: Out-
side of that and the mosquitoes
and ticks, we would manage
to get a few more hours sleep!

free cab construction job, we
would work hardest to get a
platform built up in the tree.
Then we would make our beds
up in the tree, and in the sum-
mer, we would have a good
cool place to sleep and away
from the wolves and mosqui-
toes.

After our day’s work, every-
one would join in and prepare
the meal. Sometimes we would
try and see who could tell the
master jokes. I had three or
four fellows helping me and we
always had plenty of fresh
meat, it being wild meat. That
helped out with our expense ac-
count. Of course, our expense
was paid, but if a meal expense
account — horse feed form —
was over 50 cents, we might
have to explain why. Our main
dish was pork and beans,
cheese and crackers, sardines
and peanut-butter.

One place where we stayed,
we boys would work in the day-
time and fish at night. One
well known character was bait-
ing a hook one night with a
crawfish that pinched him on
the finger. He let out a- yell
and said, ‘“That son-of-a-gun
could whip. any catfish in the
river! No use in putting it on
a hook!”

From time to time I see some
of the Old Texas Forest Service
personnel. They immediately
remind me that I am supposed
to be retired. I tell them, ‘No,
like a good tire, I just retread
and keep going!”

NEW DISCOVERY

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) — Bel-
gian archeologists headed by
Prof. Leon DeMeyer believe
they have unearthed what may
be the ancient capital of the Ac-
cadians who ruled in Mesopota-
mia in the middle of the third
millenium B.C.

The city of Agade was dlSCOV-
ered 12 miles south of Baghdad
during three months of excava-
tion. The Belgians hope to re-
turn to Iraq to complete their
work later this year.

When we got started on aj

dishes, glass. tubing, pipe and
rod, scientific giass apparatus,
television picture tube bulbs,
containerboard, corrugated and
solid fibre shipping boxes, mul-
tiwall and plastic shipping bags,
fibre cans, plywood, telescope
mirror blanks of ‘“Cer-Vit” ma-
terial, sophisticated custom-en-
gineered range instrumentation,
gyro test systems and high per-
formance optical systems.

Owens-Illinois operates 104
plants and mills in the United
States. Companies which it owns
— or in:which it has a major
interest — also operate 34 plants
in 13 foreign countries. The com-
pany also exports made - in-
America products to more than
80 countries.

Oweis-Illinois’ general offices
are in Toledo, Ohio, where it
also has its Technical Center,
Customer Service Center, Devel-
opment Center, a Libbey table
glassware plant, and the 400-
acre Levis Development Park
tor the exclusive use of Owens-
Illinois ‘and its. operating divi-
sions. It has over 68,000 em-
ployes in the United States and
other countries. The company
had 1969 sales of $1.29 billion
and net profits of $69.7 million.
Owens-Illmgls ranks 85th among,
the nation’s largest industrial
companies and has more than
$1 billion in assets.
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HOW IT LOOKED THEN - Thls old photograph

The Lufkin (Texas) News, Sunday, February 21,
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recalls how the original county hospital appeared pital, since renamed Woodland Heights General Hos-

when it was constructed

in 1919. Portions of this pital.

Cannon---

(Continued from Page 6)
the meeting of the Confederate

ion Grounds in Fairfield. Later
the cannon was mounted on a
concrete pedestal on the lawn
lof the Freestone County Court-
house.

In 1964, the Freestone County
Eistorical Survey Committee had

the old cannon crmpletely and
authentically remounted. In Ap-
ril. of that year, it was carried
to Manstield, La., and fired dur-
ing the centennial celebration
of the Battle of Mansfield,
‘where, a hundred years before,
‘it had participated in a fierce
battle against invading Union
forces.

Today, the old Valverde can-
non stands proudly in front of
the: Freestone County Court-

ing tribute to the men who wore
the Blue and Gray.

The state of Maryland each
year makes conditions favora-
ble for newborn - oysters by
dumping 5,000,000 bushels of
clean shell near the brood oys-
ters.

THE VERY FIN
ELECTRIC AIR

...AND AT POULAN'S!
© EXPERT SHEET-METAL WORK

“COME OUT SOON AND VISIT US”
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POULAN'S RITE-WAY
AIR CONDITIONING & SHEET METAL
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Air Conditioning
® Commercial And Industrial
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County Banking Inst;

The banking institutions of
Angelina County have played an
important role in the develop-
ment of the East Texas area:

LUFKIN NATIONAL BANK

Opening its doors for the first
time on May 9, 1901, Lufkin
National Bank has increased
from a modest $25,000 capital
structure to holding total assets
of $45,983,181.31.

The bank’s founders — J. H.
Kurth, G. A. Kelley, E, J. Man-
tooth and E. A. Frost — had
sought to designate the bank
as the First National Bank but
the fact that the Angelina Coun-
ty Bank was in operation pre-
vented them from doing so.

But since that time, the Luf-

kin National Bank has grown
to be the oldest continuing bank
in the county and has become
one of the largest and best
known banks in the East Texas
area.

Bank records show that Frost
was named the first president
of Lufkin National Bank with
Mantooth the bank’s first vice-
president.

The first sale of stock in the
bank’s history showed that 20
people purchased 250 shares of
stock at $100 per share. The
first stock holders’ meeting,
held Jan. 14, 1901, revealed a
net profit for the bank of $2,-
877.01.

In August, 1958, Lufkin Na-

tiocnal moved from its original
location at the corner of Luf-
kin Avenue and First Street one
block south to its present loca-
tion, a building that has housed
the bank for the past 13 years.
Lufkin  National’s  current
president and chairman of the
board, Pitser H. Garrison, also
serves as mayor of Lufkin, not
unlike many of the past presi-
dents of Lufkin National Bank.
FIRST BANK AND TRUST

Chartered in November, 1926,
with a capital structure of $50,-
000, Lufkin’s First Bank and
Trust has — in ifs 45 years
— become one of East Texas’

largest banking institutions.

P goariat e B g il e VR U YCIVEN. AT

From that modest beginning
as First State Bank & Trust
Co., the bank has grown to
hold total deposits of $32,229,-
955.99 and total assets of $35,-
802,604.62.

R. J. Behannon presided over

the first. board of directors
meeting on Nov. 27, 1926, as
the bank’s first president. Other
charter officers at that time
were W. R. McMullen, active
vice-president; Dr.  Arthur
Sweatland, vice-president; and
N. R. Miller, cashier.

Completing the board were W.
D. Newsom, K. W. Denman and
W. H. Moore

At its location on First Street,

the bank underwent remodeling

History Of Lufkin Federal Began
Almost Four Decades Ago Here

Chartered almost four decadescutive vice-president; Herman|surer; and Lehman J- Booher,|Simon W. Henderson III, Ernest
ago, Lufkin Federal Savings|Taylor, vice president; Hargis|assistant vice-president.
and Loan Association has grown K. Carson, vice-president and| Directors are S. W. Hender- G. Cromwell and Curtis W.
to provide a depository for|secretary; I. K. Frazer, trea-ison Jr., Curtis W. Fenley Sr.,[Fenley Jr.

TP&L Goes Back To 1924

Lufkin and Texas Power & cal requirements. Electric ser-lone unit near Savoy in North

some $27-5 million.

Organized in The Angelina
County Chamber of Commerce
office in Oct., 1934, Lufkin Fed-
eral board members elected. S.
W. Henderson Jr. as its presi-
dent — a position he has held
for the 37 years the institution
has existed. '

Curtis W. Fenley Sr. was
elected as attorney for Lufkin
Federal at that same meeting
and, like Henderson, has held
that post since first being
named.

Three main principles were
initiated in 1934 for Lufkin Fed-
eral to function by, and these
principles continue to guide the
organization today. They are:
(1) help the community grow
in a sound manner; (2) promote
and work for the right of pri-
vate ownership of property and
the privileges of such owner-
ship; and (3) provide a place
where the savings of local citi-
zens might be placed with safe-
ty and confidence and be re-
warded with earnings as a re-
ward for thrift.

In 1959, after 25 years in op-
eration, Lufkin Federal occu-
pied new offices at the present
building site, 111 South Third.

““Current officers at Lufkin
Federal, in addition to Hender-
son, are A. G. Cromwell, exe-

P. Medford, Herman Taylor, A.

Light Co. have grown together
since May, 1924.

That was the year TP&L ac-
quired its first properties in
what is now the Lufkin District.

When TP&L came to Lufkin,
agriculture was the major con-
tributor to the state’s economy.
Since  then, the area’s economy
has been diversified and streng-
thened by the emergence of in-
dustry.

As a result, electrical de-
mands in the growing cities and
towns in the company’s 51-coun-
ty service area have increased
greatly.

In the Lufkin District, for ex-
ample, TP&L served 1,069 cus-
tomers in 1924. Today, the num-
ber of customers served in the
district - is 18,615.

The company’s Lufkin Dis-
trict includes Lufkin, Hunting-
ton, Zavalla, Diboll, Forest,
Clawson, ‘Pollok, Central, Hud-
son, Redland, Burke, Wells and
nearby rural areas.

To meet these growing electri-
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vice in the Lufkin-Nacogdoches
areas will be bolstered in 1971
by the construction of a new
transmission line from Texas

Power & Light Company’s
Stryker Creek Steam Electric
Station to the Nacogdoches

area, T. L. Austin Jr.,, TP&L
president has announced.

Additional electric power will
be furnished the Lufkin area
over an existing TP&L trans-

mission line from Nacogdoches.

The project is part of a 1971
construction program in which
TP&L will spend $104,421,000 for
new or improved facilities in
its 51-county service area.

A major portion of the ex-
pense is involved in. the con-
struction of seven major gen-
erating units. When completed
over the next several years,
the new units will be capable
of producing more than four
million kilowatts of electric
power.

One new unit is located on
Tradinghouse Creek near Waco;

#
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land Texas Electric

Texas; two units near Fairfield
in Freestone County; two units
near Mount Pleasant in Titus
County and generating unit
in Hood County. The Freestone
County and Titus County units
will be owned jointly by TP&L,
Dallas Power & Light Company
Service
Company.

In addition to its power plant
construction, the company will
build or. improve transmission
lines, substations and distribu-
tion lines and service centers
in various parts of its service
area. '

TP&L has 54 employes in the
Lufkin District. James B. Man-
ning, district manager, is in
charge of the company’s opera-
tions here. Other supervisory
employes include Ray Horn, dis-
frict chief accountant; Robert
Jones, district distribution engi-

tribution ' superintendent; and
Howard Watson, district sales
SUpervisor.

UCCESS OF TH S PION
E TEXAS AN AVER

PPLY. ¢

neer; James Wood, district dis-

projects in 1948, 1953, 1956, 1957
and in 1960 it opened its doors
on a completely re-designed and
re-decorated bank

In September, 1968, First Bank
land Trust took new offices at
[g modern, completely new build-
ing at its present location.

Included in the new bank
structure was a complete data
processing center, additional
counter space, coffee bar and
much needed space.

Present officers of the bank
are H. J. Shands Sr., chairman
of the board; H. J. (Bubba)
Shands Jr., President; J. F.
Burris, executive vice-presi-
dent; Gordon Horn, senior vice-
president; Otto Smith Jr., vice-
president; Ross W. Vick Jr.,
vice-president and trust offi-
cer; L. W. (Bud) Speed, vice
president.

Other current officers of the
bank are Dwight A. Thrash,
cashier; Karl Lemke, assistant
trust officer; Mrs. Lucile Me-
Donough, assistant cashier;
Lucy B. Swan, assistant cash-
ier; Mrs. Georgia Palmore, as-
sistant cashier; and Mrs. Nor-
ma Medford, assistant cashier.

TEXAS NATIONAL BANK

Jeff W. Sewell, Stewart Morris

Jr., R. V. Welch Jr. and Dr.
Frank M. Eddins.

The McVickers, Judge Moore

and Evans served as beginning
directors of the bank along with
H. E. Lacey, H. F. Squyres,
B. T. Townsend, Murphy George

and Dr. W. D. O’Quinn
DIBOLL STATE BANK

In its 17-year history, the Di-
boll State Bank has grown from
deposits totaling $820,262.59 in
June, 1953, to dsposits totaling
$6,016,258.84 as of Dec. 31, 1970.

The building that currently
houses the bank is the same
one that the bank first opened

its doors to although it has been
remodeled three times in its
history, the last time in 1966.

H. J. Shands Sr. was the first
person to hold the presidency
of Diboll State Bank with
Charles J. Hanks named as the
first vice-president and cashier.

Current officers of the bank
are H. J. Shands Jr., chairman
of the board; Joe W. Elliott,
president; and Felton G. Burt,
vice-president. .

Of the original board of di-
rectors, three men — H. J.

iShands Sr., J. F. Burris and

rectors or advisory directors.
HUNTINGTON STATE BANK

In the 10 years since Hunting-
ton State Bank opened its doors
for business — Jan. 23, 1961
— it has grown from a ‘“small
East Texas bank” to one hold-
ing over $3 million in deposits.

When the bank began it held
a capital structure of some
$120,000 and today its total de-
posits are $3,386,020.71 with to-
tal assets of $3,929,240.24.

The Huntington bank has occu-
pied its current building since
the bank opened.

Arthur Temple Jr. — are still

affiliated with the bank as di-

The bank’s current presidert,
M. M. Flournoy, was also the

tutions Play Leading Role In Development

first president in the bank’s
short history. B. J. Thomasson
served as the bank’s leader
from 1962 until this year.
Other officers are Robert
Free, vice-president and cash-
ier, Martin Josch Jr., vice-presi-
dent, Herbert Lowery, vice-
president, Maurice Hubbard, as-
sistant vice-president, and Ed-
jth Carrell, assistant cashier.
Directors are Lester Lowery,
chairman of the board, Robert
Poland, J. A. Barge, Flournoy,
Herbert Lowery, T. D. Moore-
head, Vela Driver, H. V, Hall,
M. S. McMullen, C. J. Schuller

and B. T. Townsend.

Founded In February, 1959

ome Savings Grew Up

On Feb. 26, 1959, a charter
was granted authorizing the ex-
istence of a state chartered sav
ings and loan association in
Lufkin.

Home Savings and Loan Asso-

Chartered as a national bank|ciation is a locally owned capi-

in 1963, Texas National Bank|tal

stock association, = and

— then Citizens National Bank throughout the early months of
of Lufkin — has more than|1959, initial capital was being

tripl
space
structure of some $1 million on
Oct.
Bank has, in the past eight
years, climbed in financial
strength to now hold $4,698,-
836.23 in total assets and holds
overall deposits of $3,943,989.25.

Opened originally in office
space at 202 Bremond, the bank
outgrew its crowded structure
and finally moved into a modern
banking building in September
of last year,

Dr. B. H. McVicker, the bank’s
current president, has headed
the bank since its opening. Car-

ter Waldrop served as the
bank’s first vice-president when
opened. :

_Current bank officers in addi-
tion to its president are Charles
J. Hanks, executive vice-presi-
dent; Parker McVicker, senior
v@ce-president; Larry Risinger,
vice-president and cashier; and
David May, comptroller.

The bank’s directors, current-
ly, are the McVigker brothers,
Hanks, Judge James Moore,
David Evans, Jack W. Hays,
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18, 1963, Texas Nationall

ings and Loan Insurance Corp.

The Association opened its
doors for business on Oct. 1,
1959, at 406 N. First St., Lufkin.

Original directors were Dr.
R. K. Arnett, O. L. Finley,
George H. Henderson, John Hen-
derson, Fred A. Hutson, W. W.
McKewen, Earl B. Medford,
B. M. E. Smith, and W. Temple
Webber. The association’s as-

ed its assets and building|raised through local investors.

By Oct. 1, 1959, the association

insurance from the Federal Sav-

sets were $634,415 as of Dec.

Beginning with a financiali‘had received its certificate of|31, 1959.

Home Savings experienced re-

markable growth in the early
1960s, and by early 1965, pre-
parations were being made fo
move the association into larger
office quarters.

On May 3, 1965, groundbreak-
ing ceremonies were held at
the vacant lot located at 606
E. Lufkin Ave. Construction be-
gan immediately, and on Jan.
3, 1966, the association held its
formal opening of its new quar-
ters on Lufkin Ave.

From 1965 to 1970, Home Sav-

Good Year For United Gas

1970 was quite a year for
United Gas. .

“It was by far the most signi-
ficant’ year in the long and ex-
citing history of our company,”
said L. A. Douglas, local man-
ager of the Lufkin office of
United Gas.

On June 30, 1970, United Gas,
Inc., emerged as a new, inde-
pendent corporation as the re-
sult of a long-planned divest-
ment by Pennzoil United, Inc.
Prior to emerging as a new
company, United Gas, Inc., had
operated as a semi-autonomous
division of Pennzoil United.

Being new, United Gas
formed its own Board of Direc-
tors, issued securities, was ac-
cepted for listing on the New
York Stock Exchange, and took
a firm grasp on its own destiny.
The new company proudly

points to the fact that although
it is the newast investor-owned
retail gas utility, it is one of
the oldest, most experienced
new companies ever to come
into existence.

On it’s first day of business
United was serving more than
700,000 customers in some 403
cities, towns and communities
including Lufkin. United’s test-
ed and veteran management
team and over 2000 experienced
employes were retained by the
new company. Because of this,
the transition was ‘“‘so smooth,
no one noticed the difference,”
said Douglas.

James A. Wilson, veteran
head of the predecessor com-
pany is the Board chairman
and chief executive officer of
the new company. Jackson C.

Hinds is president.

While the corporate transition
was taking place, United Gas,
Inc., was also busy completing
another record year in volume
and customer growth.

This can best be demonstrat-
ed by reviewing United’s ‘activi-
ties in Lufkin. In 1970 United
Gas completed the year with
24 employes in Lufkin. The
company began a new decade
with 8271 total customers in
Lufkin. In 1950 the company
served 4383 customers and in
1960 the number had increased
to 6628 customers.

About half of the population of
Ethiopia are Gallas, Africans of
Hamitic Origin who overran
southern Ethiopia in the 15th
century after being forced from
their homeland by Somali and

Bantu expansion.

ment, and

climate in

historic firsts.

We at Southland Paper take pride in
having recorded one of those firsts.
On Jan. 17, 1940, in a one-time cotton field
near Lufkin, a giant paper machine
loosened a roar that was heard

throughout this area.

print made commercially from the

South's pine trees.

industrial development.

community service.

which industry can grow.

Quickly

ings continued to enjoy an ex-
cellent rate of growth due to
the local support provided by
the people of this area.

As of the close of business
Dec. 31, 1970, the association’s
assets were $13,986,081.

The payment of the Dec. 31,
1970, dividend to its savings ac-
count holders marked the 32nd
consecutive dividend payment.
In addition to paying more than
$2,750,000 in dividends to its
savings account holders over
the past 11 years, Home Savings
has paid cash in stock divi-
dends to its permanent inves-
tors as well.

The association’s board of di-
rectors is now comprised of Dr.
R. K. Arnett, 0. L. Finley, Joe
C. Denman Jr., John Henderson,
Fred A. Hutson, B, M. E. Smith,
W. Temple Webber, Louis R.
Renfrow, and R. S. Bradshaw.

The association’s officers in-
clude John Henderson, presi-
dent; Mark Swan, executive
vice - president; George Merri-
wether, vice-president; Fred
Hutson, secretary; and Don Al-
len, assistant secretary.

The association now offers a
variety of services which in
clude low cost home financing,
automobile and hoat financing,
mobile home financing, and oth-
er personal loan financing.

Home Savings is looking for-
ward to the decade of the sev-
enties with great anticipation.

The association’s plans for the
seventies include a broadening
of services for both savings and
mortgage customers.

How a pioneer
is born

Since its beginning in 1846, the story of An-
gelina County has been punctuated with

From its insides came the first roll of news-

That first roll not only stamped Southland as
a landmark company but enhanced the

county's reputation as a history-maker in

Southland's growth since 1940 has been tre-
mendous, marked by notable contributions
in the fields of quality papermaking,

air and water conservation, forest manage-

Much of this growth can be attributed to a
working partnership between Southland

and the people of Angelina County, who
have created the kind of

©oubhland

PAPER
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