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Forest Service In Angelina 

TFS's Home Away Home 
Although headquarters of the named George W. Johnson of,He also made an examination 1,256,640 acres, to patrol on 

Texas Forest Service have al- Tenaha, in Shelby County, as of the forest resources of the horseback. 
ways been on the campus of his agent. East Texas region. His instructions. were to ride 
Texas A&M University at Col- Johnson's duties were to de-/ On Sept. 1, 1916, six fire pa- from 15 to .. 25 miles eac~ day, 
lege Station, much of its field vote his entire time to forest,trolmen were employed and meet _all citizens .and res~dents, 
activities have been centered fire protection and to supervise placed under Johnson's supervi- acquamt them w~th t~e impor­
in Angelina County and more the work of the forest fire pa- sion. They were headquartered tance of preventmg fires, a~d 
specifically the city of Lufkin. trolmen. From February untillat Lufkin, Livingston, Jasper, urge them to cooperate with 

The agency was first estab- September 1916 Johnson was·IL . T h d L. d the State and Federal govern-. . ' ongv1ew ena a an m en. t t th. d lished by the State Legislature engaged m a survey of forest ' . men o is en . . 
in 1915 and J. H. Foster was conditions with particular ref-1 Each patrolman was given a Each :patrolman was supphed 
appointed Texas' first state for- erence to forest fire damage II radius of about 25 miles sur- wit~ fire not~ces, which he post­
ester. On Feb. 1, 1916, he and prevention of forest fires. rounding his headquarters, or ed m conspicuous places, and 

with literature on fires, which 

Lufkinite's Account Of Early Forestry he distributed to the people he 
met. The patrolmen were also 
required to extinguish small 

I W forest fires and to secure the 

This Tells How t a S assistance of nearby residents 
to help extinguish the larger 
\fires. 

(Editor's Note: Here is a and ask everyone I met where a fire by myself· There was _Th~ followlng year •. 1917, five 
Lufkinite's account of the ear- it was, and maybe climb sev-- a little Negro boy who was al- districts wer~ eitabhshed. One r' 
ly days in the forest service.) era! trees before I located it. ways anxious to go with me of those . offices ~ere loca~ed 

By KNOX B. IVIE Then, perhaps, it would take just to ride in my car. He was at Huntmgton, m Angelma 
A gentleman by the name of me to the wee hours of the also fond of pork and beans County. . .. 

H. J. Eberly, known then as night to get the fire out and and I always managed to have In 19~5 the D1~1~·10n _of Forest 
1 

director of the Texas Forest get back home. some with me. Our tools to Protection and its chief, H. J. 
Service located in Lufkin, went I remember on several occa- fight fire with was a rake, a Eberly, were moved to Lufkin 
to Ratcliff and after lengthy sions 1 would get the fire out hoe, an ax and "swatter." from College ~tation. The o~fice 
interview, he informed me he after dark and when 1 would I worked my way on up to was located m ihe old Hicks 
had a job for me at the huge try to get back to my car, what was known as a patrol- ~rocery and the corner of Luf­
sum of $85 per month! Due to 1 would discover I was lost! man, then to engineer, and fin- ~m Ave. and 2nd Street. Ange­
the depression, it was a good Sometimes I would spend hours ally, to educational officer, but Ima County then had three for­
salary at that time. rambling around trying to get I never got away from having e_st patrolmen. They we~e sta-

1 began working for the Texas back to my car. to fight some of the fires. honed at Pollok, Huntmgton, 
Forest Service Feb. 20, 1928, I seldom ever had to fight When I was promoted to con- anld Zf9~~ll~h D" . . d 
at what was then known as struction engineer, my first as- . n e iviswn move 
a "smoke-chaser." w d c b signment was to build about mto a house at. 317 East She~-

Sometimes the job meant QQ en a $ 25 or 30 tree "cabs," and equip herd and remamed there until 
more than chasing smoke. It them with telephone lines, ta- 1936. 
meant locating the smoke and f • f T bles and maps. On Dec. 12, 19~6 the Division 
when I found it, it meant ac- 1rs owers First I would locate the tall- of Forest Protect10n was moved 
tually fighting the fire until it est tree I could find on top to its new and present head-
was out. The first forest fire lookout of a hill or in high country, quarters building on a 5¥4 tract 

To locate the smoke I had towers of the Texas Forest Ser- properly located in a protected of land then located about 1/2 
what we called a "crow's nest" vice were wooden cabs built area. mile south of the Lufkin city 
m the top of a very tall hickory in the tops of tall pine trees. In one location we had to limits. The land was provided 
tree with large nails driven into Access to the cabs was by raise a pole 78 feet long, stand by the citizens of Lufkin 
it to assis! in climbing. a ladder fastened to the trunk it up, guide it off, and build through the activities of their 

At the time when I first went of the tree or by heavy iron a cab at the top of the pole, Chamber of Commerce. 

Four National Forests Are Found 
In The Pineywoods Of East Texas 
The Texas Legislature, in chinery was used in the woods, state. At pre'sent approximately Huntsville, the old home of Gen-

1934, authorized establishment with the result that as early 650,000 acres have been ac- era! Sam Houston, where he 
' of four National Forests in Tex- as 1920 many mills were being quired out of the 1,714,000 gross lies buried and where there has 

as, located in the center of the forced to close because of the contained within the four Na- just been built as a memorial 
.: I East Texas timber belt. ,exhaustion of their virgin tim- tional Forests in Texas. They to him a beautiful public mu-

.,,~ From the Louisiana state line ber supply and because their are named and located as fol- seum, and at Cleveland. 
• 

1 on the east, these forests ex- cutting practices had not been lows: • The Davy Crockett Nation-
tend westward to the limits of such as to protect and encour- • The Sam Houston National al Forest, named after one of 

, the pine belt in Walker and age the growth of the young Forest, named in honor of the the immortals of the Alamo, 
.. Montgomery counties, forming timber. soldier and statesman who did fs comprised of portions of 
• links in that great chain of Na- The Federal government, most to wre'st the Texas empire Houston and Trinity counties. 

tional Forests which reaches upon the invitation of the Texas from Mexico, includes portions Its eastern boundary is the his­
from Maine to California and Legislature in 1934, began an of Montgomery, Walker and toric Neches River. Forest ran­
from Florida to the state of extensive program of National San Jacinto counties. Forest ger headquarters are at Crock-

. . , Washington. Forest acquisition within the ranger headquarters are at (See Forests, Page 3) 
:; !~¥~ 1i~~ The Forest Service is charged 

1 .:i:: 1 
[ with the protection. administra- East Texas 'Green Gold' '. ·:rl ~ . tion, and development of Na­

.,, ·iiill tional Forests. National Forests 
"'11l$i"~ .. t~i are still managed under the 

" · principle laid down by the Sec- E • h d A 1 • c t 
,i ~~:~y h~f s~ft~~~lt~.~ac~ ;:~! n r IC e n1ge In a 0 Un y 
i of land and each forest resource 
11 is. to b~ so handled that there Green gold found in the East Its membership consists of are sponsored and conducted 

will result the greatest. good Texas woodlands has given An- private individuals and busi-, annually by TF A for youth. It 
to the greatest number m the gelina County the title "Fores- nesses interested in improving also asssits Boy Scouts, Girl 
long run.'.' . . try Capital of Texas." the economic climate of Texas. Scouts, FFA, 4-H and other 

Lumbe_nng, as an 1mpor~ant m- So it is only natural that the One of the main goals of TF A groups in special projects. 
dus~y . m the. South, <li:d not Texas Forestry Association, the has ~!ways be.en to educate the Over 10112 million pine seed­
begi~ its p~nod of rapid ex- pioneer in Texas' forest history, pubhc on the importance of for- lings have been distributed by 
pansw~ until the l88~s. By chose Lufkin for its headquar- -es!s as a renewable resource the association free of charge 
that _time th~ progress1v_e e~- ters which, when properly managed as part of its reforestation pro-
haustion of tlmbe; supplies m · . . . , and protected, will continue to jects. 
the North had turned the atten-1 The association. IS the sta!e s contribute to the economy and · 
tion of industry to the south.loldest conservation orgamza- b t f T Smee over 60 per cent ?f the 
For the next 40 or 60 years'.tion It moved to Lufkin in 1949 evau ~ 0 dexas: forestlands of Texas are m the 

· . ar10us e ucabonal programs h d f all 1 d TF A large area's of virgin southern!from College Stat10_n. . --- an so sm an owners, 
pine forests were subjected to' Often confused with var1?us , T b I d has developed. numerous. ~r~­
rapid large-scale exploitation. :governmental forestry agencies, ·1m er an s grams to assist these md1v1-

In Texas the peak was TFA is a non-governmental, duals. It sponsors the .Tex~s 
reached in 1907 where because non-profit, privately supported Tree Farm program which IS 

of the fine st~nds of timber organization. It is dedicated to Almost Lost ~ "grow .trees for a crop" pro-
and easy logging conditions, promoting the fulles! . ec~nomic Ject. It IS these tree farmers 
lumbering developed very rap- development and utilization of who ar~ the ~ackbone of the 
idly. Texas was then third Texas forests and related re- In 1924, Texas' original 14,- Texas timber mdustry. 
among lumber producing states sources. OO?,OOO acres of ~I?berland con-' Another project of T~A's is 
with a cut of two and one-fourth' TFA was formed in 1914 by tame~ ~ut 1yi milhon board feet t~e attractmg_of an~ ass1stai_ice 
billion board feet from 673 the late W· Goodrich Jones in of virgm timber. given to new mdustr1es locatmg 
mills. With few exceptions from Temple for the purpose of con- At the rate it was. being cut, in East Texas. 
1908-1934, Texas held sixth to vincing the Legislature that the end of Texas' timber was. One of TFA's latest conserva­
eighth rank among lumber pro-ITexas needed a state forestry set at 10 to 12 years. ltion projects has been the es­
ducing states. agency. Through TFA's efforts, Thousands of acres were de- tablishment of Woodlands Trails to work, there wasn't any tele- spikes driven into the side of which made an excellent look- Texas legislators were instru­

phone communication system, the tree at regular intervals. out. We worked on the pole mental in securing funds for 
no towers, and to locate a fire The first tree cabs in Ange· for two weeks getting it ready the construction of the office 
was by someone telling me Jina County were erected near to put up. Its measurements and one of the two warehouses. 
where it was! Or, if it was Huntington, Pollok and east of were 24 inches in diameter at The second warehouse was co­
located from my crow's nes~, Diboll in 1931. By 1932 there the base and 10 inches at the structed by the Civilian Conser-
then I would start toward 1t (See Wooden, Page 5) (See Forestry, Page 7) (See TFS, Page 5) 

TREE CABS 
... first fi1~o~·s 

At the turn of the. century, The ~exas _Forest Service was nuded and few thr~ught the I These trails offer the public an 
a n~mber of large mills were established m 1915. land would ever agam supportropportunity to observe natural 
being put into operation in East! TFA has also been instrumen! the majestic green giants of·f . t f th d 
Texas. Later, bigger and bigger ta! in the establishment of he plant world. . orest . environmen. . IrS . a? · 
mills were built. Heavier and state and national forests in The staff of the state forestry fhe trails are for h1kmg, b1kmg 
more destructive logging ma-!Texas. (See Timberlands, Page 5) I (See Green Gold, Page i) 

( 

the 
''complete ser · ce '' 

· bani< 

FJ:RST BANK & TRUST 

Since its beginning, the people at First Bank and 

Trust have worked to bring the best in banking to 

Lufkin. New services, as well as complete depart­

ments, have been added and modified to be sure 

that you, our customer, had the most modern bank­

ing services. As a complete service bank it's our duty 

to serve you, as your neighbors, it's our pleasure. 

WE'RE A LOT OF BANK FOR YOUR MONEY 

l 
I 

Copied from an original at The History Center, Diboll, Texas     2023:023     www.TheHistoryCenterOnline.com



j 

i 
t 

t 
r 
f 

l 

Sec. 7-Page 2 The Lufkin I rexasl News, Sunday, February 21, 1911' 

New Building Program Currently Underway 

Growth, Continues For Memorial Hospital 
Memorial Hospital has had a in 1957, leaving the top floor For one, obstetrics was sep- function . of t~e facility's fift~ or . the h~spital's doctors for 

progressive history since its op- as a shell to be finished when arated from surgery through floor which will house 27 add1- their services to the hospital 
ening on May 13, 1949. the need arose. the construction of new facili· tional ?eds.' . and the community , and will 

The hos ital began as a The ground floor provided for ties for labor, ct.ehvery and gen- A . highly adva~ced ~mt for ~~ named the Doctor s Memor-
dr . Ph . d f thr the addition of 31 beds and the era! as well as 1solat10n nursery cardiac care and mtens1ve care ial Tower. 
ea~ m t e m~ s 0 ee second floor matched that care. wi:I be situated on the sixth It's lobby will contain plaques 

promment Lufk1mtes, W. C. number when it was completed In addition, a medical library, floor. Part of thi~ floor will commemorating each <j,octor 
Trout, E. L. Kurth Sr. and in 1964. a ra;:e occurrence in a hospital incorporate a new concept for who has served on the Memor­
Col. C. C. Chambers, in 1941. In the meantime Memorial of this size, was built and fur- coronary care known as the ial staff and is now deceased. 

Fourteen businesses and in- became one of the first hospi- nished and provisions were "weaning area·" A new power plant and the 
dustries combined their re- tals in Texas to attack the fast- made for periodic up-dating. In this c.rea the patients who three floors described above in 
sources to finance the original est growing health hazard in Two additional floors were are in the coronary care unit the seven story tower will round 
one million dollar modern, well- the nation - cancer. also "shelled in," for the future can gradually be placed under out phase one of Memorial's 
equipped, hospital without local, In 1959 the $225 000 ~rnest needs of the area. less strenuous observance until building plan wmch will cost 
state or federal taxes. K th R d' t· c' t · In 1964, after studying the they can be moved to a regular $2.1 million. 

Th . . 1 t t ur a Ia ion en er was . 1 h 1 h d f "t' t fl e or1gma s rue ure was a . . spec1a ea t care nee s o P" 1en oor. Phase two which does not yet 
102 - bed unit but only eight built an.ct eqmpped as both a psychiatric patients, the hospi- Memorial's surgeons will have a projected completion 
years after its incept10n the diagnostic and treatment center tal added a 25-bed $125,000 psy- have expanded facilities in the date, involves mostly the ex-
growth of the community and for can~er. It incorporat~d one chiatric unit. five surgery rooms that will pansion of existing facilities and 

11 

dts medical problems called for of the first cobalt machmes of. Memorial is currently work- occupy the seventh floor. will cost an estimated 2.5 mil-
the addition of the Louis Calder its type ever used in the state. ing towards completion of a two- Also on the floor will be the lion. 
Wing. Today the radiation center phase building plan, phase one space for a super-operating Though the second building 

Using their foresight, the ad- provides almost 18,000 examina- by the end of this year. room to be added in the future. phase has no definite date set 
ministrators drew plans calling tions and treatments per year. It includes the addition of Oriented toward transplants on it, it shows that the mem­
for the construction of a $700,- Several expansions were three floors to the four-story and other advanced and futuris- bers of Board of Directors of 
000 two-story wing, the bottom made in 1964 in addition to the east wing of the hospital, mak- tic surgery, the facility will the hospital are looking to the 
floor of which was completedCalder Wing. ing it the tallest building in feature two operatmg tables in needs of the future in the same 

EARLY RED CROSS FQUNDERS - These three 
Lufkin ladies played a founding role in the Red Cross 
in Angelina County in 1917. Left to right are Mrs. 
G. A. Kelley, Mrs. C. N. Humason, and Mrs. E. H. 
Sims. Mrs. Humason was the first chairman of the 
organization when it was founded. -

Central East Texas. this room. way that those three original 
Patient expansion will be the The completed tower will hon- founders did in 1949. MEMORIAL HOSPITAL: ONWARD AND UPWARD 

City-County Health Unit Working To Control P ol/.ution 
The City-County Health Unit1cre.eks and rivers ~Y the ."".astes tion bein~ released to the gen- ~odent eradication may be go- processing plants, warehouses, on hand and recipients of the son said. 

has th~ mon~mem:al task of of mdustry and private citizens. era! pubhc. mg a long way to promote the commercial day care centers medicine may donate any Other programs carried out 
c?ntrollmg env1~onmental pollu- "At the .present time the lo- An interesting fact that the general health. and nursing homes, enforcing amount they wish. by the unit are tuberculosis 
tlon In Angelma County, . a ca~ . pollution falls below the health unit's air pollution tests Anderson said that the rat pertinent regulations estab- Donations entirely paid for testing a_nd tooth care programs 
probl~m t~at may be the big- mm1mums established by the have uncovered is that 81h tons problems is not too great in lished by the federal, state and serum. in the school, a cripple children 
gest m this decade or any oth- state health department," An- of suspended particles per this area but periodical inci- local governments. "W h d . d b program and a venereal disease 
er d ·ct ·1 h f 11 d d e a nurses ass1gne y . . · . . erson sa1 . square m1 .e per mont e on ents o occur when the health The City County Health Unit th t t to he! t . the program that mcludes films 

Such a JOb 1s enough to keep The local inspectors recom- the ~re~ m 1970. unit's assistance_ is required. was organized in 1967 imd is di~ht~~~ prograf:i ~:d ~~ also ay~ilable to P-TA and other 
anyon,e busy, but the work !llend changes where they. de~m This mcludes dust particles ~ the past six months, the supported by joint donations by got help from the nurses and c1v1c groups. 
g~:~:1 ti:~ there for the local It . necessary. The samtanan raised by traffic and industrial unit has _been able to P~0m?te Lufkin, Diboll, Huntington and administrator of Woodland As Angelina County continues 

· . ~aid that, as .a ge~eral rule, pollution. When compared with an effective rodent eradicatwn Angelina County. Heights General Hospital the its rapid growth rate health 
They also carry on extensive mdustry comphes with the re- program through the use of ro- 0 f th 1 t R d c th t I h ' . ' 

immunization programs, school commendations, but a good the ~O tons of particles that denticides. . ne o . e arges . u~dertak- e ross, . e e ep one com- problems will increase and the 
education and testing programs, many private citizens do not. falls m the sa~~ area of some A large chunk of the inspec- mgs th~ unit h?s had m its fo.ur- pany, the hght company an~ City-County Health Unit will be 
rodent eradication programs, "I believe the interest that ?f the I;irge cities per month, tors' time goes to the checking year. h1~tory 1s the mass .1m- a great deal .of volunteer help, on hand to keep them from 
food and drug inspections, pl.us the federal government is show- 1t doesn t seem so bad. of eating and drinking establish- mun.1zat1on . program. for diph- Anderson .. said. . . gettil)g out of . hand. 
inspection of hotels, motels and ing will enable us to resolve "To give you an idea of how ments. thena earned on this past De- . In addition to tbe 11nmu~1za- In the meantime, plans are 
commercial nursing homes and out pollution problems," Ander- bad the pollution in some Cali- There are 150 restaurants cember and January. . tlon a doctor may refer patients being made to make Lufkin a 
day care centers. son said. fornia cities is, women can only alone in the coun::y and the N~arly 13,000 shots were g1~- who are ~able to pay to .the public health subdistrict head-

Gerald (Andy) Anderson, lo-· He said that the overall wear nylon hose there a few law requires them to be inspect- ~n m. all by the_ healt~ ll!ut health unit for treatment. quarters ,under the control of 
cal sanitarian, said that the health situation in Angelina times and they actually deter- ed every six weeks. m this mass immunization "The health unit doesn't offer Region VII in Tyler, thus ex­
main area of responsibility in County is definitely on the up- iorate," Anderson said. In addition, the health unit drive. charity since there's always a tending its jurisdiction to sev­
the county water pollution prob- swing, a movement he contrib- One of the health depart- personnel inspect grocery No charges are made for the donation box handy and almost era! ~urrounding counties in ad­
lem falls on the pollution of utes to more effective informa- ment's latest programs, that of stores, school cafeterias, milk shots but a collection box is everyone contributes," Ander- dition to Angelina. 

Red Cross Started Here 
After Beginning Of WWI 

On June 20, 1917, a little over ment of Angelina County. 
two months after the United Today, the Red Cro'ss chapter 
States entered World War I, is a part of the Texas Gulf 
about 50 men and women ga-. Coast Division of the Red Cross 
ther~d at the Elks Lodge in with headquarters iJ\ Houston. 

L~:~ mission: to found an Its local efforts. are coordinated 
Angelina County chapter of the by Mrs. Hastletine Stout, execu­
American Red Cross. tive secretary, and a board of 

~ ,_ • ' ~. ' 1 ~ , •• - ;-- • 

LUFKIN & Mrs. C. N. Humason, wife directors representing almo'st 
of ~ Lufkin mayor, ~?s elected every community and area of 

---------------------- charrman of the auxihary. Mrs. Angelina County. 
Kate Wall was na~ed secre- William Winston is chapter 
tary, Mrs. Jeta Gibson was chairman, Bob Bowman is vice­
chosen treasurer, . and W. M. chairman, and Robert Richard­
Glenn, N. R. Miller, G. R. son is treasurer. Uni I Pd 

• 
"CATERING TO 

ALL YOUR 
FLORAL NEEDS" 

• 
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e FLORAFAX 
• 
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"COME SEE 
US SOON" 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

"OWNED & OPERATED BY 

FREDDIE & SUE COURTNEY" 

BOUQUET 
FLORIST -

802 S. TIMBERLAND 2·1112 

Thompson, Mrs. G. A. Kelley, 
Mrs. E. H. Sims and Mrs. J. At I t 125 · ht 
L. Phillips were appointed ad- eas mve~tors soug 
visory board members. patents for mechanical methods 

Since that early beginning, of typesetting in the United 
the Red Cross has played an States, according to National 
important part in the develop- Geographic. 

Pattonia: Port 
In Pineywoods 
PATTONIA - Slashes of sun- "Angelina," the river's first 

light danced on the water as the steamboat. It was 90 feet long 
keelboat inched its way up the and capable of carrying 350 to 
Angelina River in a forest 400 bales of cotton. 
greyed by winter'S drabness. The craft was a quick suc-

It was Feb. 26, 1844, and the cess, largely because of its 
craft was returning from a peri- speed. 
lous, unheralded trip down the In 1849, it made the trip from 
Angelina and Neches rivers to Pattonia to Sabine Pass in sev­
Sabine Pass, a sandy spit of en days. Other boats often took 
earth jutting into the Gulf of as much as 15 to 20 days for 
Mexico. the same trip . 

The pilots were brothers, Mo- "The period of 1850 to 1860 
ses and Robert S. Patton, the has been described as the gold­
first to successfully navigate en age of steamboats on the 
the Angelina for commercial Angelina River," wrote Mrs. 
purposes. Guy Blount, a Nacogdoches his­

The Pattons had come to Tex· torian. "Some old-timers re­
a·s from Georgia eight years ear- corded the memory of seeing 
lier, served in the war between as many as five steamboats 
Texas and Mexico, and fought docked at Pattonia at one 
in the Cherokee Indian wats time." 
of 1838 and 1839. The golden age, however, was 

Enamored of the Angelina and to end by the early 1860's. 
its mother stream, the Neches, Springs that fed the river 
they decided to test its naviga- were cut off by the farmers' 
tion possibilities just as they plows, timbermen clogged the 
had on the. Ocmulg~ River in channel with logs, and sand 
their native Georgia. bars piled upon the bottom . 

They chose a broad, flat· The fatal blow for river traf­
hulled craft and named it the fie was struck when the iron 
"Thomas J. Rusk" for the Tex- horse chugged into East Texas, 
as revolutionary general who bringing dependability to trans­
made his home in Nacogdoches. portation. 

On Feb. 2, the boat left Pat· Meanwhile, the Pattons - the 
tonia landing, 12 miles :South· river's first commercial pilots 
east of Nacogdoches with 192 - turned their interest to farm­
bales of cotton for trading pur· ing, their store and land devel-
poses on the coast. opment. 

It returned 24 days later, In August, 1833, when Moses 
loaded with flour, salt, sugar, Patton died, the Galveston Daily 
iron castings, shoes, tinwear, News wrote: 
hats and bolts of cloth. Wi1h "Ha was a bold, courageous 
the goods, the Pattons opened and prudent man; temporate, 
a small general store at Pat- upright, and of :Sterling integ· 
tonia. rity. 

Three years after their keel- "Thus passes away another/ 
boat's maiden voyage, Robert of those whose names are Tex· 
Patton brought to Pattonia the as." 

• • • Partners In Prosperity! 

United Gas is proud to have been a part of Lufkin's growth and 
prosperity for many years • 

On the 80th anniversary of Lufkin, and the I 25th Anniversary of 1 

Angelina County, United Gas stands ready to contribute its 
part to the continued future progress of the city and county. 

We like to think, in our own way, we have been a vital part of 
helping Lufkin and Angelina County reach the point where it is 
this anniversary year. 

Lufkin is a place where business and industry seem to thrive 
heartily. We predict the future will be even better. 

And United Gas will be here to provide a dependable supply 
of natural gas for the growth that is sure to continue. 

' • • ' I • <r • ' 
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Backyard 
Busines~; 

Grew U·p 
Sam's Cabinet Shop brigan in 

a backyard shop maki1 ig tool 
boxes for Lufkin Foundry em­
ployes and has expanded to a 
10-acre industrial concer.n with 
varied interests, 

Sam Kaemmerling berom his 
backyard shop as a part-time 
venture during the earl~ part 
of the war. 

When returned from .a tour 
in the Navy he worked ~t Var· 
ious jobs in the construct.ion 
and millwork fields and in l.958 
he started building homk!s and 
put in another shop of his own. 

Business expanded 'In 1964 
when Kaemmerling bo~ht out 
Master Bilt Fixtures, a com-

·'- ppny that had previously em­
ployed him, and starte1~ a full 
line of cabinets, mill v«irk and 
furniture. 

From there the busi oess be­
gan making items for i:ailroads 
such as blocks, wedgJ!s, cat­
walks and cross ties. 

In 1969 the firm b'mght a 
sawmill to aid in the. cutting 
of lumber and cross ties and 
they also began constr111ction of 
a new plant on 10 llicres in 
the north Lufkin indu~rial sub­
division· 

They began operatiotlts in the 
new plant in August and plan 
to expand further b)r mllving 
the sawmill to the nevi location 
this year. _____ ,__ 

· Forests··· 

• 

(Continued From Hage 1) 
ett and Groveton. 

• The Angelina Nat:ional For­
est, whose name I:; IY legend 
comes from that of an Indian 
maid, embraces parts, of Ange­
lina, San Augustine acid Nacog­
doches counties. Ranger head­
quarters are maintainied at Luf· 
kin. 

• The Sabine National For­
est, taking its name. from the 
river that forms the east boun­
dary of the Forest .as well as 
the boundary betwiclE~n Texas 
and Louisiana, is m;ade up of 
portions of Sabine, Shelby and 
San Augustine counties. Forest 
ranger headquarters are locat­
ed in San Augusti 11e and in 
Hemphill. 

Within the bounda1ries of the 
National Forests in Texas, the 
productivity of for1~t land is 
being steadily incueased, this 
through the applicati0n of tim­
ber management, silviculture, 
planting and fire pirotection. 

The arch enemy o i forest pro­
ductivity has been and still is 
fire. To the end that the Na­
tional Forests in T exas be pro­
tected from fire, an extensive 
control system, consisting of 
fire towers, telephooe lines, spe­
cial equipment and the like, has 
been built up. 

A visitor to the · forest com· 
munity of East Te :xas may see 
logs and pulpwood bolts headed 
for the mills or shipping points. 
Or he may see -cattle, under 
permit and owned by local 
stockmen, grazing the fringe of 
the forest. Hunte r-s, fishermen 
and recreation-mi l1ded families 
mingle with the stream of traf· 
fie visiting these .public "lands 
of many uses." 

The beautiful Babine River 
separates Texas mnd Louisiana 
and it has been .impounded by 
the Sabine Rive1~ Authority to 
form Toledo Betnd Reservoir. 
The Forest Servik:e administers 
192 miles of forested shoreline 
along the west Hide of this re· 
servoir. 

Sam Rayburn Reservoir, a 
114,000 acre impoundment of 
the U.S. Corps of Engineers, 
is famous for .it;s beauty and 
recreational features. The An· 
gelina National Forest borders 
92 miles of the shoreline and 
this area i's :managed with 
scenic and watf!rshed values in 
mind. 

Camping areafl on the Nation­
al Forests in Texas are de­
signed and managed for fami­
lies or small groups wanting 
"elbow room" :in a natural for­
est setting. 

One of the most important 
effects of a fo~est cover is the 
beneftt that results to the 
watershed. In 'tile National For­
ests timber removal and other 
forest uses are coordinated with 
watershed protiection needs. 

It should be kept in mind 
that substantially the same so­
cial and economic benefits re­
sult from any forest area that 
is accorded constructive owner· 
ship and ··management. It mat­
ters little w!Ether a forest is 
owned by \'.he National Govern­
ment, the mate, a corporation, 
or an in div ·idual; if it is kept 
busy producing repeated crops 
of forest products that are in­
telligently ha rvested, local com­
munities wil1'l benefit greatly 
therefrom. 

Linotype '..ffiachines helped 
make mass crrculation newspa· 
pers possible and spu;r~d a dra­
matic growt~ of publishing • 

r ··· 
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NOW • • • 

- North Spence & Loop 287 
Lufkin 

PROVIDING LUFKIN, ANGELINA COUNTY AND 
EAST TEXAS WITH THE VERY FINEST ••••••• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

DIMENSION AND CUSTOM DESIGNED FURNITURE 
CUSTOM DESIGNED CABINETS & FIXTURES 
COMMERCIAL MILL WORK 
LUMBER - TIMBERS - . CROSS TIES 

''COME VISIT US REAL SOON'' 
SAM KAEMMERLING & SON'S TO BETTER SERVE YOU • 

' 
CABINET SHOP 

e NORTH SPENCE & LOOP 287 e PHONE 632-1516 

, 
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County Pioneers Educated In School Of Hard Kn·ocks 

' 

Copied from an original at The History Center, Diboll, Texas     2023:023     www.TheHistoryCenterOnline.com



' 

"Timberlands··· 
(Continued l<'rom Page 1) 

department in 1924 consisted of 
but four professional fotesters, 
two inspectors and 28 fire pa­
trolmen. 

Yet with the determmation 
which typifies Texas, the people 
of Texas rallied to its support 
and the course of history began 
to change· 

A progressive forestry pro­
gram, which included reforesta­
tion and timber management 
assistance to private woodland 
owners was begun arid torest 
fire prevention and protei.;non 
programs were expan~ed. 

Today the amount of commer­
cial timberland has decreased 
to about 11 l/z million acres but 
the timber growing stock sup­
ports some 200 wood-using in­
dustries and totals more than 
33 billion board feet. 

Wooden··· 
(Continued From Page 1) 

were 26 tree cabs in use. 
The floors of some i:abs were 

as much as 80 feet above the 
ground. 

In 1934, the tree cabs were 
replaced by the present steel 
lookout towers which now num· 
ber 100 throughout Texas. 

One other steel tower was 
erected in the Ewing Commun­
ity, near the old Henderson 
sawmill, about 10 miles ea~t 
of Huntington in 1934, but this 
tower was removed in 1953. 

About 1950, a pole cab was 
erected at Wolf Hill. 

This type of forest fire look­
out was developed by the 'l'exas 
Forest Service and later adopt­
ed by other southern states. The 
poles were generally creosoted 
and were generally in excess 
of 80 feet tall. 

The poles were sunk about 
four feet in the ground and 
were guyed by wire cables. The 
pole cab at Wolf Hill was re­
placed with the present steel 
tower in 1958. . 

Knox B. Ivie, erector o'f most 
of the tree and pole cabs and 
many of the steel towers, still 
resides in Lufkin. 

Green Gold··· 
(Continued From Page 1) 

and some are for picnicking. 
Environmental control is an­

other area in which TF A is 
a pioneer. It has been initating 
and supporting pollution control 
legislation for nearly three de­
cades· And it has been helping 
forestry-related industries con­
duct research to discover ways 
to abate pollution. 

A reward ranging from $250 
to $5000 has been offered an­
nually, and several times paid, 
since 1958 for wood arsonists 
in East Texas by the associa­
tion. 

In 1967 TF A moved into its 
present all-wood office building 
on Atkinson Drive, Lufkin. The 
building features , seven species 
of Texas trees in many modern 
architectural designs. It has 
been refered to as a monument 
to wood and has received na­
tionwide publicity. 

In the future TF A plans to 
establish a museum at the site 
which will depict East Texas 
timber history. 
f 
T F 5 ••• 

(Continued From Page 1) 

vation Corps. Ten of the 14 
rooms in the office building 
were finished in different wood 
paneling, donated by lumber 
companies of East Texas. 

In 1937 headquarters of the 
Lufkin district were established 
at the Division headquarters 
site. This is now known as Dis· 
trict 3. 

In 1938 the first wooden forest 
fire lookout tower in Texas w.'ls 
erected behind Division head­
quarters at the forestry center 
and remained there until 1953 
when it was dismantled. 

In 1940 the Division of Forest 
Products Research, now known 
as the Texas Forest Products 
Laboratory, was formed and 
was headquarterec in a new 
six-room building at the for­
estry center. Basic aims of the 
laboratory have been to find 
new uses for both high and 
low grade, and commercial and 
non-commercial species of Tex­
as woods; improve methods of 
processing and manufacturing 
forest products; and seek ways 
of reducing woods and mill 
waste through improved mane­
facturing methods and uti:iza­
tion of tli.e waste materials. 

Tht original building con­
tained a chemical research 
room, a woodworking shop, 
photographic darkroom, offices, 
library and general workshop. 
Shortly after the laboratory was 
in operation, a research dry 
kiln was constructed. 

In June 1962 the forestry cen­
ter was formerly dedicated and 
named the A. E. Cudlip1' Sr. 
Forestry Center. That same 
year the Forest Pest Control 
Section was formed and in 1967 
the Forest Pest Control Labora· 
Lory was built at the Center. 
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METALS 

"SINCE 1870" 

CELEBRATING 
OUR • • • 

' • 
, ,, 51NCI 1170 ~·,;i.. 

~LUFKIN~ -· SERVING LUFKIN AND EAST TEXAS!! 
• 

• 

• 

Design • Fabricators • Erectors • Shearing 
400 Ton x 16 

Through 
Ft. %" Plate Steel • Press Brake 

Plate Steel Rolling 
Ventilating Blow Of 

Arch itectura I Sheet 

e 1114 N. RAGUET 

• Welding • Industrial Maintenance 
Control Equip. Pipe 

Metal 

' 

& Pollution 

And Built-Up Roofing 

e PHONE 632-3359 

• • • VISIT US REAL SOON! 
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Vocational Training Included In Angelina College Curriculum 
Angelina College is a two- shop are equipped with the ics program will be added this theory. 1eral have grown since their in- the principles of teaching a 14, 1966, when the voters chose ment reaches 1800. by the school. 

year junior college, offering the lmost modera, up-to-date indus- summer. Wickersham said that 30 per ception in the late 1800s. transfer program for a tour- to establish a property tax for At present, AC's library is lo· The local construction firm of 
formal education ~nd prepara- \trial machinery. Office Occupations comes un- cent of the s.tudents enrolled . "The idea o~ jun~or couege~ year ~ollege, t~aching techmcal- mai~ten.ance and operation of cated on the second floor of R. H. Duncan, builder, has plans 
tory courses required to ad· This is the first semester the der the school's listings of tech· at AC are takmg at least one 1s totally Amencan m conc:ept, vocational sub1ects and teach- the mstitute, agreed to sell gen- the student center. underway to begin building fa. 
vance a student to a senior new facilities have been in use. nical vocational training and technical vocational course, an Dr. Hudgins, president or AC, ing adult education. era! obligation bonds in the There are also plans for a cilities adjoinmg the campus 
college but also offering com· In addition to vocational AC provides training for data indication that the school is said. "The adult education was the amount of $1.5 million for con- business building, nursing build- that will house about 120 men 
prehensive technical vocational courses the school offers night- processing, one and two year tu:ning out a large number of He said .th~t in 1900 there were !~st added .to the JC curriculum struction and appointed a boarding, women's gym ~nd additional and w~~en students. . 
courses. time adult education courses secretarial studies and one and skilled workers for the sur- only 10 1umor colleges m the smce studies showed that the vf trustees. laboratory space m the future Spec1f1cs are not available on 

In a period when vocational that have no entrance require- two year general business rounding area. nation with a total enrollment average person changes his vo- Dr. Hudgins was employed in but Dr. Hudgins said that these the project at the present time 
and technical professions re· ments. courses. Angelina College is more than of about 100 compared to al- cation four times by the time December of '66 and immediate- are tentative plans and no dates but a spokesman for the firm 
quire formal training, AC is Health Occupation division "We're proud of the qualifica- just a junior university, it is most 1,000 of the two-year insti- he's 40 and, therefore, needs ly applied for a number of have been set as yet. said that the dorms should be 
leading the way in this area consists of six available nursing tions of our technical vocational a comprehensive school offer- tutes in the country now with additional training to pursue his matching government grants In the meantime, there is a ready for occupancy next fall. 
with job training programs in courses, a respiration therapy teachers," Wickersham said. "In ing forms of education that an. .enrollment of almost two new vocation," the AC presi- and loans which he received. possibility that AC will have In the meantime AC continues 
fo~r .fields a.nd a pair of new course in conjunction with Me- addition to being qualified many of its larger competitors m11l1on. . . . dent said. . . Th~ school's ~ian for the fu- a pair of new dorm!tories b~ to provide education for area 
buildings to implement the pro- morial Hospital and 11 courses teachers, we require them to do not have but that's not the . Dr. Hudgms said t~at the Jun· The AC district was created ture mclude a library structure next fall but they will be pr1· residents, adults as well as 
gram. in mental health and mental have at least three years of only way the junior college 1or college concept IS based on by a countywide election Sept to be added when the enroll- vately owned and not controlled youth. 

The new buildings, one a co- retardation technology. practical occupational exper- among the pines is growing. _____ .....;.:. __________ _ 
bination classroom-lab and the Industrial education offers ience." The school's enrollment has 

other a shop, contain 15,500 training in drafting and design This on-the-job skill training grown from 596 students at its 19 70: Year Of E xpa ns·ion For Luf ki· n Zoo square feet of floor space with technology and electronics tech- makes the AC teachers know- opening in the fall of 1968 to 
a totally equipped price of over nology. ledgable in the problems that last fall . 
$400,000. In the industrial education their students are likely to meet AC's faculty members have 
~en Wic~ersham, director of program, welding courses and in job situations and acquaints grown in number from 32 to . . . . . . . . . . 

AC s tec~mcal vocational pro- machine shop are being offered them with the practical aspects 39 to this year's 46. The .year 1970 was one for1new exh1b1ts had somethmg to . Some of the birds 1t exh1b1ts ~n additional moat. to ~ou~e pre~ent them m a more natural 
gram, said that the Jabs and now and an automotive mechan- of learning as well as the In fact junior colleges in gen· expans10n for Ellen Trout Parkjdo with it. mcludes a bald eagle, hawk, alhgat.ors and crocodiles is m settmg. 

Zoo, and 1971 promises to hold!' The bird of prey flight cages king vulture and an assortment the planning stage, and the The presence of Ellen Trout 
Team Started Out Homeless even more in store. d t d b th R t CI b of owls, crows and native vu!- moat section will be rounded Lake offers a vast untapped 

Growth in size took place in I ona e Y . e . ~ ary u . _was tures. off by. an exhibit of spider mon· opportunity for natural habitat 

Roadrunners Had No Gym In 1968 
~he past year but, perhaps m~re ,one of the significant additwns• Another significant and very keys m the near f~ture. exhibits on waterfoul, and Jones 
un~ortant, wa~ the expans1onlof the past year. apparent building development Many small ammals ha~e pla~s to ~ake use of it. 
of ideas, theories and dreams The cyclione fence stru<'tttr(; within the past year are the been added to those seen m His foresight calls for some 
t~at go to. make up what zoo provides the birds with com- open, natural habitat moats the small mamn:al ~nclosure type of scenic bridge, perhaps 
director Tim Jones calls the! . . . and three of the mtenor cages a suspension or barrel bridge 
best small zoo he's seen. lfortable perches and room to which contam .Himalayan bear~, have been redesigned by form- extending out into the na-

The Angelina College Road- lobby by being voted as the The first year established the /runners no longer had the stars In fact, .a ~oup o~ z~o ex· fly from ?ne perch to anotherlr~ccoons, arctic foxes and prat· ing led~es of concrete to give tural beauty of the lake which 
runners were, for the first year team's most valuable player heart of the team, producing and the covering of fresiimen perts meetmg .m Lufkm 1~ Jan- for exercise. Jr1e dogs. the arumals more space and will be stocked with graceful 
of the college, a team without that year. Hill had won the . . . . uary had nothmg but praise for ------ swans and geese along 'Yith 
c home - no basketball gymna- honor the year before. the stars and cullmg the duds. ·1 ~1d not return with the excep- the local zoological institute. II "I other colorful waterfowl. 
sium. Now, over two years an·l five The second season of Roadrun- t10n of two players. Ecology and environment are 

1 
A children's zoo was opened 

During the fall of 1968, coach buildings later, Angelina Col- ners added depth to the team So, in September of 1970. big words in this decade, and , , I last year complete with swings 
Cecil Ferguson and his 'Run- lege has watched its team and put a covering around the coach Ferguson was almost during the past year Jones has Ill and playground toys for the 
ners held daily workouts in the transgress back in to another sophomore nucleus. where he was when he blew leaned toward natural habitat I I 1 ''I I' I I 'I 111 younger set and complimented 
old Diboll High School gym freshman squad of Roadrun- When the fall of the third the whistle for the first Road- settings in the construction of by a full size locomotive and 
which had all the essentials, ners· season rolled around, the Road- runner practice session in 1968. new cages: a World War II cannon. 
exce;:>t when it rained, and none "A zoo can serve to educate Jones said that future plans 
of the luxuries. But, the team the people while they are being for the children's zoo include 
~as in condition e~o~gh tor j~- entertained," the zoo man said. the addition of a wishing well 
10r college compet1t1on by mid- Signs play a big part in pre- and several small animal ex-
November. senting importan~ information hibits. 

The first game ever for the for the public, dissolving old An innovation ·for the food 
Chaps w~s in the Lufkin High and fonndless beliefs they might providing of the animals in 1970 
Sch?ol m November, 1968, have had. was the installation of a vend-
aga~nst the Le Tourneau Ye!- Much work is done at the ing machine that sells cakes 
lowiackets. The Roadrunners local zoo on signs in order to of specially designed food for 
lost that match, 101-99, one of ~8 present just the right, relevant the bears at 10 cents per bar. 
setbacks. the team suffered m facts in just the correct way "People are going to feed the 
that pamful freshman year. to the visitors. animals anyway so its better 
B.ut, t?ey too~ three conference Jones also hopes to imple- that it's food that's good for 
1o11ctor1es agamst 13 losses - ,, · 
good enough to beat out one ment a program sometime this them, Jones said. . 
team and tie another in the year whereby volunteers will be He . added that !he vendmg 
final standings. taught the many interesting machme wc.s making enough 

A 6,7,, South Carolina product facts about the zoo's boarders ~oney to pay for the other feed 
named Milton Hill finished as and will be able to conduct bill of the bears. 
Uie top scorer for Angelina that guided tours for the pubuc. In the future J.ones hope~ to 
11eason and holds a majority Also on the list of improve- add other vendmg machines 
of the' team records. ments for the zoo is a massive which he said are natural 

Besides being the all-time beautification program to pro- moochers. 
leading scorer for Chaps, Hill vide the area with scenic plant- Nor . does ~eing a zook~eper 
liolds the single game record ed s,ia:::e::., roped off. from the end with carmg for the animals 
in scoring and rebounding. on public and entwined~th a sys- and the grounds. 
Feb. 23, 1969, Hill scored 45 tematic series of sidewalks. During the past year Jones 
points and ripped off 30 re- The plans call fo.· a series has presente~ 23 p~b~ic service 
bounds in a Roadrunner victory of quail and pheasant · pens talks to various c1v1c groups 
over the Jacksonville Jaguars across from the deer cages with and schools and 46 television 
in Lufkin High School Gym. The the sid:walk curving between shows, representing the com-
team established their scoring the many pine trees and with munity of Lufkin as a whole 
record that night with 112 planted areas being positioned and, more specifically, his own 
points, only five points owr the between the sidewalks and the ' I highly specialized part of it. 
107 scored by the Jags. cages. The zoo has come a long way 

Another memorable occasion "Pheasants and quail add a since its opening on June 17, 
for AC was when the team won lot of color an& are relatively 1967, when it had a few birds,. 
their first conference game. inexpen:ive to keep," Jones small mammals aud sm•kes and 
That night, the Chaps took a said. the hippo that was a gag Christ-
12 point victory over the Gray- New structures housing new mas present to Walter W. 
son County Vikings, 96-84. and interesting animals have Trout. 

The sophomore season for An- sprung up around the zoo Since then over half a million 
gelina, though not a winning grounds in the past year and visitors have toured it and one 
ene, was one of hope for the all indications are that the list of the biggest draws in its re-
team. In the T~~as Ea~tern will continue to grow this year. cent history has been the Z&OO 
Conference, AC fm1shed with a Loop 287 north is nearing Railroad, a miniature train op-
5-11 slate, two better than the completion and should provide erated by the Lufkin Lions Club 
year before. Over-all, they were excellent driving conditions and an installation that is quite 
11-2~ . . 1 where poor on~ existed before. unique in a zoo of this size. 

Hill contmued to bomb the 1 Not only will it help local Ellen Trout Park z . 
nets for AC, but a former Ken- STANDS AS TRIBUTE - The old Valverde Cannon, a three-inch brass rifle, . . oo, !!es 
nard High School star was com- authentically remounted, and now standing in front of the Courthouse in Fair- zoo traffic but Jones is hopeful tied m ~he s~emc surroundmgs 
l·ng 1"nto h1"s own as an outs1"de f" ld F t C t t d f U · f t V 1 d N M that it will direct more out of of beautiful pme trees and El-

ie ' rees one oun y, was cap ure rom mon orces a a ver e, ew ex- town travelers in his direction SCRAPBOOK SCENES OF LUFKIN St t h h d d t' 11 l T k 
shooter and rugged defensive ico, in 1862. It later participated as part of the Valverde Battery against Fed- - ree scenes ave c ange ras ica Y en rout La e grew in leaps 
player. He was Haywood Hen- era! forces in Texas and Louisiana. Today, the old Valverde cannon stands and keep the zoo's attendance through the years in the Lufkin area. At top is a photo from the pre-pavement and bounds last ~ear and s~o~d 
derson. proudly in front of the Freestone County Courthouse, Fairfield, as a lasting mark rising. days, when no flashing lights gave warning at the railroad crossing but in- do the same m 1971, . a1dmg 
· Henderson earned his place tribute to the men who wore the Blue and Gray. Last year's attendance stead the familiar white crossbars which said "Railroad Crossing! Look Out the concep!s o_f entertamment 
on a trophy in the AC gym (Photo Courtesy: Texas High way Dept. Travel and Information Div.) jumped 20,000 over the previous For The Cars!" Below is a view of old U.S. 59 looking south near the un- ~nd education m the commun-

Old Cannon Loaded With History 
The old Valverde Cannon, a ing commanders, were brothers- gaged the Federal troops in engaged and drove off a Union 

three-inch brass rifle, authentic- in-law. battle at Mansfield, La., in gunboat near Deloach's Bluff. 
ally remounted, and now stand- In May, 18~, this elite battery, what was to be the largest bat- In May, it fought at Chambers 
ing in front of the Courthouse with its picked men, returned tie west of the Mississippi. In on Bayou Robert Road, and was 
in Fairfield, Freestone County, to Texas and took part in the this tremendous battle, the old in a spectacular artillery duel 
Tex., was capturer from Union supporting action from Virginia cannon's thunderous roar trans- with the retreating Federals at 
forces at Valverde, N.M., in Point in the Battle of Galves- cended the din of battle and Mansura. 
1862. It later participated as ton on Jan. 1, 1863. It went the shrieks of dying men and The Valverde Battery is last 
part of the Valverde Battery on into Louisiana where it as- horses. The Valverde Battery mentioned in the official re­
against Federal forces in Texas sisted in pushing back advanc- played a very important part cords of the War of the Rebel­
and Louisiana. ing Union troops and aided in in the Confederate victory at lion on June 1, 1865, nearly 

During the latter part of 1861, the cap~ure of the Union gun- Mansfield, helping to stop the two months after the surrender 
Brigadier General Henry H. boat, Diana, on Bayou Teche. advance of Federal forces up of Robert E. Lee at Appomattox 
Sibley organize~ a brigade of At the Battle of Camp Biland, the Red River and the land in· Courthouse. The record states 
mounted Confederate troops in the battery was cited for its vasion into Texas. " that Captain T. D. Nettles had 
San Antonio for the purpose of effectiveness, and Capt Sayers An account of the Battle of four guns, two three-inch rifles 
invading New Mexico and per- was wounded. After the wound- Pleasant Hill is given in the and two six-pounder guns, near 
haps going on west to the Paci- ing of Captain Sayers, Lieuten· diary of H. C. Medford, a Con· Nacogdoches, Tex." 
fie coast to open up a route ant T. D. Nettles was promoted federate soldier. Mr. Medford The men under the command 
for the South in order to avoid to Captain and took command in his record gave this descrip- of Captain Nettles, along with 
the blockade. It was on this of the battery. The battery tion of the effectiveness of the the four cannons, were appar­
expedition that on Feb. 21, 1862, fought in rear guard skirmish- Valverde Battery: ently on their way to San An­
Sibley's Texans met the Federal ing at Vermil!ionville, La., and "Our whole division of calva- tonio to be disbanded, but since 
forces under Colonel E. R. S. bombarded enemy encamp· ry is to charge the enemy, and many of the soldiers in the bat­
Canby at Valverde, ten miles ments and a gunboat at the Walker's and Mouton's divisions tery lived in Fairfield, Tex., 
south of Fort Craig, N.M., and edge of Berwich, enabling the not to be brought up unless they disbanded there instead . 
.soundly defeated them, captur- Confederates to defeat the ene- necessary. At 5 p.m. the Val- The four cannons, according to 
1ng Captain McRae' o: Union bat- my at Brashear City. It also verde Battery opens upon the local folklore, were buried in 
tery of six brass cannons. With took part in skirmishes on the enemy with a telling effect. The a buggy house during the Re­
these six guns the Confederates Nachitoches road as Federal enemy opens upon us, and good construction period. Sometime 
organized a battery of their forces advanced into Louisiana. shooting. The artillery fight later they were dug up, two 
own, electing Joseph Sayers, In the spring of 1864, Federal continues with great heat, until being sold for scrap, one gong 
later t, become governor of Commander General Nathaniel finally the enemy's batteries to Jacks Creek Reunion Ground 
Texas Captain and T. D. Net- P. Banks and a large Federal cease firing, but with loss to near Mexia, Tex., and the other 
tl f'. t r t' t It . . t . a~my was moving up the Red t~e Valverde Battery - fo1:1r one remaining in Fairfield. 
e~, IrS ieu enan · ts m ~r River toward Shreveport. On killed, several wounded, and six For many years, the old Val-

estmg to note that General Sib- April 8, the Confederate army horses killed." verde Cannon was fired during 
ley and Colonel Canby, oppos- under General Dick Taylor en- The battery also successfully (See Cannon, Page 7) 

' 

year's 160,000 and perhaps the derpass which has since been closed off. 1ty. 
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County Banking Institutions Play Leading Role In Development 
The ' banking institutions of kin National Bank has grown tional moved from its original From that modest beginning projects in 1948, 1953, 1956, 1957 Jeff W. Sewell, Stewart Morris ,its doors to although it has been rectors or advisory directors. !first president in the bank's 

Angelina County have played an to be the oldest continuing bank location at the corner of Luf- as First State Bank & Trust and in 1960 it opened its doors Jr., R. V. Welch Jr. and Dr. remodeled three times in its HUNTINGTON STATE BANK.short history. B. J. Thomasson 
important role in the develop- in the county and has become kin Avenue and.First Street one Co., the bank ~as grown to on a completely re-designed and Frank M. Eddins. history, the last time in 1~66. In the 10 years since Hunting- served as th~ b~nk's leader 
ment of the East Texas area : one of the largest and best block south to its present loca- hold total deposits of $32,229,- re-decorated bank The McVickers, Judge Moore H. J . Shands Sr. was the first ton State Bank opened its doors from 1962 until this year. 

LUFKIN NATIONAL BANK known banks in the East Texas tion, a building that has housed 955.99 and total assets of $35,- In September, 1968, First Bank and Evans served as beginning person to hold the presidency for business - Jan. 23, 1961 Other officers are Robert 
Opening its doors for the fir~t area. the ba~k for th~ pas,t 13 years. 802,604.62. . .and Trust took nevi offices at direc!ors of the bank along with of Diboll State Bank with - it has grown from a "small Free, vice-president and cash­

Ume on May 9, 1901, Lufkin Bank records show that Frost Lufkin Nationals current R. J. Behannon presided over \a modern, completely new build- H. E . Lacey, H. F. Squyres, Charles J. Hanks named as the East Texas bank" to one hold- ier Martin Josch Jr. vice-presi­
National Bank has increased ,was named the first president president and chairm~n of the the first board of directors ing at its present location. B. T. Townsend, Murp.hy George first vice-president and cashier. ing over $3 million 'in deposits. de~t Herbert Lo~ery vice-
from a modest .$25,000 capital [of Lufkin National B~nk ~ith board, Pitser H. Garnso~ , also meeting on. Nov. 2.7. 1926, as Included in the new bank\and Dr. W. D. O'Qumn Current officers of the. bank Whe~ the bank began it held presJdent, Maurice Hubb~rd, as-
structure to holdmg total assetS ,Mantooth the bank's first vice- ser~es as mayor of Lufkin, n~t the bank's ~irst president. O~her structu~e was a complet~ .data DIBOLL STATE BANK are H. J . Shands Jr., cham:~1an a capital structure of some sistant vice-president, and Ed-
of $45,983,181.31. president. un]lke many .of the. past pres1- charter officers at that t1~e processmg center, additional In its 17-year history, the Di- of the board; Joe W. Elliott, $120,000 and today its total de- ~th Carrell, assistant cashier. 

The bank's founders _ J. H. The first sale of stock in the dents of Lufkm National Bank. "'.ere W" R. McMullen, active counter space, coffee bar and boll State Bank has grown from president ; and Felton G. Burt, posits are $3,386,020.71 with to· Directors are Lester Lowery, 
Kurth, G. A. Kelley, E. J. Man- bank's history showed that 20 FIRST BANK AND TRUST vice-president; Dr: Arthur much needed. space. deposits totaling $820,262.59 in vice-president. · ta! assets of $3,929,240.24. chairman of the board, Robert 
tooth and E. A. Frost - had people purchased 250 shares of Chartered in November, 1926, Sweatland.' vice-pre~ident; and Present officers of the . bank June, 1953, to dsposits totaling Of the original board of di- , The Huntington bank has occu- Poland, J. A. Barge, Flournoy, 
sought to designate the bank stock at $100 per share. !he with a capital structure of $50,- N. R. Mi.Iler, cashier. a~e H. J . Sha?ds Sr., chairman $6,016,258.84 as of Dec. 31, 1970. rectors, three men - H. J . pied its current building since Herbert Lowery, T. D. Moore­
as the First National Bank but first stock holders' meetmg, 000 Lufkin's First Bank and Completmg the board were W. ~h t~e bJard, H .. J. (Bubba) The building that currently!Shands Sr., J . F . Burris and the bank opened. head, Vela Driver, H. V. Hall, 
the fact that the Angelina Coun- held Jan. 14, 1901, revealed a T ' t h . ·t 45 ears D. Newsom, K. W. Denman and B an. s r., P~esident. ; J . ~· houses the bank is the same Arthur Temple Jr. - are still / The bank's current president, M. S. McMullen, C. J. Schuller 
ty Bank was in operation pre- net profit for the bank of $2,- rus as - m 1 s Y , W. H: Moore. . d ur;~sG ~xec~ive vi~e-pr~si- one that 'the bank first opened affiliated with the bank as di- M. M. Flournoy, was also the .and B. T. Townsend. 
vented them from doing so. 877.01. 1- become one of East Texas At its location on First Str~t, en ? o~ on orn,. semor v;ce-

But since that time the Luf- In August 1958, Lufkin Na- largest banking institutions. the bank underwent remodelmg pres:dent, Otto Smith J!'·• vice-
' • president; Ross W. Vick Jr., Founded In February, 1959 

History Of Lufkin Federal 
vice-president and trust offi-

B e ga n :~\:~~;~;ff;=~;; Home Savings Grew Up Quickly ·A I F D d A H cashier; Karl Lemke, assistant most Our eca es go ere trust officer; Mrs. Lucile Mc- . · · · 
Donaugh, assistant cashier; On Feb. 26, 1959, a charterlings and Lo~n .Insurance Coi:ri. ,markable growth m the early mgs contmued to enJOY an ex­
~ucy B. Swan, assistant cash- was granted authorizing the ex- The Assoc1a~10n opened its 1960s,. and by ear~y 1965, pre- cellent rate of growth. due to 

Chartered almost four decades cutive vice-president; Herman surer : and Lehman J Booher, Simon W. Henderson III , Ernest i~r; Mrs. G~orgia Palmore, as- istence of a state chart~re.d say doors for busmi:ss on Oct. . 1, parati~~s were. b~mg. ma1de to ~~e loca~ s{~'.t provided by 
ago Lufkin Federal Savings Taylor vice president · Hargis assistant vice-president. P . Medford, Herman Taylor, A. s1stant cashier; and Mrs. Nor- ings and loan association m 1959,. ~t 406 ~· First St., Lufkm. ~fve e a~sociation mto arger ~ peo{ ~ho l 1s ar~a.b . 
and Loan Association has grown K. Ca~son vice-president and Directors are S. W. Hender- G. Cromwell and Curtis W. ma Medford, assistant cashier. Lufkin. I Ongmal directors were. !Dr. o 01ce Juar3 er:gs5 db k D s ~1 19~0 c :e o ~s;.ne.;s 

. . f I t . 'I K F tr J Curfs W Fenley Sr Fenley Jr TEXAS NATIONAL BANK Home Savings and Loan Asso- R. K. Arnett, 0. L. Fm ey, n ay , ' groun rea - ec. , , e assoc1a ions 
to provide a. .depository or secre ary, . . razer, ea-1son r. , 1 . ., . Chartered as a national bank ciation is a locally owned capi- George H. Henderson, John Hen- ing ceremonies were held at assets were $13,986,081. 
some $~7·5 ~ilhon. r in 1963 Texas National Bank tal stock association and derson Fred A. Hutson, W. W. the vacant lot located at 606 The payment of the Dec. 31, 

Orgamzed m The Ange ma TP& L G B k T 1924- then' Citizens National Bank throughout th~ early mdnths of McKe~en, Earl B. Medford, E. Lufkin Ave. Construction be-1970, dividend to its savings ac-
Co~ty. Chamber of Co~merc~ 0 of Lufkin - has more than 1959, initial capital was being B. M. E. Smith, and W. Temple gan immediately,. a~d on J~n. count h~lders .~arked the 32nd 
office m Oct. , 1934, Lufkm Fed oes ac tri led i " , ; raised through local investors. Webber. The association's as- 3, 1966, the assoc1~tion held its · consec~~1ve d1Vld~nd payment. 
eral board members e!ected. ~· P ts ass_ts and bu,ld.ng By Oct 1 1959 the association sets were $634,415 as of Dec. formal opening of its new quar- In addition to paymg more than 
W. Henderson Jr. as its presi- space. lh d ·. 'd ·t' tificate of 31 1959 ters on Lufkin Ave. $2,750,000 in dividends to its 
dent - a position he has held B · · 'th f' · a receive 1 s cer \ ' · · · t o H s · t h Id 

th . t·t ti' L fk' and Texas Power & cal requirements Electric ser- one unit near Savoy in North egmnmg w1 a mancial \insurance from the Federal Sav- Home Savmgs experienced re- From 1965 o 197 , ome av- savmgs accoun o ers over 
for the 37 years e ms 1 u on u m . : · · · · t t f $ · · the past 11 years Home Savings h . t d • Light Co. have grown together vice m the Lufkin-Nacogdoches Texas; two umts near Fairfield s rue ure o some 1 m1lhon on ·ct h '· . . 

as ex.is e · since May 1924. areas will be bolstered in 1971 in Freestone County; two units Oct. 18, 1963, Texas National u • d G has pai .cas m stock . d1v1-
l C~r~s w. tt Fenley f ;r Lu~T~ That wa~ the year TP&L ac- by the construction of a new near Mount Pleasant in Titus Bank has,, in the past eight G d y Fo n I te as tends to ~~s permanent mves· 

~=~e~al a:t ~h~;n:~meo meeting quired its first pr~pert~es. in transmission l!°e from Tex~s ~aunty and generating unit years, chmbed in financial 00 ear r o~h:sa:S~ciation's board of di-
d l'k H d has held what is now the Lufkm District. Power & Light Company s m Hood County. The Freestone strength to now hold $4,698,- t . . d f D 

an ' 1 e en erson, f · k c k St El t · C t d T't C t 't 836 23 in total assets · d h Id · · rec ors is now comprise o r. 
that post since first being When TP&L came to .Lu kin, Stry. er ree earn ec r1c ?un y an '.u~ oun y um s ov~rall de osit f $ an o s 1970 was quite a year for points to the fact that although! While ~he corporate ~rans1tion R. K. Arnett, 0. L. Finley, Joe 
named. agriculture was the' ma3or con- Station to the . Nacogdoches will be owned JOlI~tly by TP&L, 0 ened pori ~n~ll 3,~43,989 .. 25. United Gas. it is the new~st investor-owned was taking place, Umted G~s, C. Denman Jr. , John Henderson, 

Three main principles were tributor to the state~ economy. area? T. L. Austm Jr., TP&L Dallas Power & L1g~t Comp8:~Y s a~e at 202 Jrem:U m office "It was by far the most signi- retail gas utility, it is ~ne of Inc., was also busy ~ompletmg Fred A. Hutson, B. M. E . Sm!th, 
initiated in 1934 for Lufkin Fed- Since then,. the .~rea s economy pres1d.e?t has ann~unced. . ' ~~~ ;;:xas Electric ServLe o~tgrew its crowde1' ~rr~~t~~~ ficant year in the long and ex- the oldest, .most experienced another record year m volume W. Temple Webber, Louis R. 
eral to function by, and these has been d1vers1hed and stre~g- Add1tional electric power w1lll p ~·. . and finally moved into a modern citing history of our company," new compames ever to come and .customer growth. Renfrow, an_d _R. S. B:adsha.w. 
principles continue to guide the thened by the emergence of m- be furnished the Lufkin area In add1~10n to its power pla~t banking building in September said L. A. Douglas, local man- into existence. This ca~ ~st be .de~onst~a!- The associat10n's officers ~-
organization today. T~ey are: dustry. . over an existing TP&L trans- construction, the company will of last year. ager of the Lufkin office of On it's first day of business e.d b~ review.mg Umted s ac~1v1- elude John Henderson, pr~s1-
(1) help the commumty grow As a result electrical de- . . 1. f N d h build or improve transmission1 Dr B H M y· k th b k' United Gas United was serving more than bes m Lufkm. In 1970 Umted dent; Mark Swan, executive 

(2) t ' · ·t· d m1ss10n me rom acog oc es. · · · c ic er, e an s · 403 G s completed the year with vice pres·dent George Merri 
in a sound manner; promo e mands in the growmg Cl ies an The project is part of a 1971 lines substations and distribu-Jcurrent president ha h d di On June 30 1970 United Gas 700,000 customers in some a . . - ~ ; . -
and work for the right of pri- towns in the company's 51-coun- . . h' h . ' . . . · s ea e d ' . d ' cities towns and communities 24 employes m Lufkm. The wether, v1ce-pres1dent; Fred 
vate ownership of property and ty service area have increased ~~~~uc~:~n pr~gr$t~ 4~ ~ ~c ~on li~es and t sert~~ cent~rs the bank since its opening. Car- Inc.ct e~erge a: a newth m e~ including Lufkin. United's test· company began a new deca~e Hutson, .secretary ; and Don Al-
the privileges of such owner- reatl Wl. spen ' . .'. ?rm various pars 0 1 s service ter Waldrop served as the pen en corpora ion as ~ re ed and veteran management with 8271 total customers m Jen, assistant secretary. 
ship; and (3) provide a place g In 1~~ Lufkin District for ex- ~ew 51°r !~proved. facihties m ar;~&L h 54 1 . th bank's first vice-president when sult t 0~ a Plong-~~a~e~e:iv;:~- team and over 2000 experienced Lufkin. In 1950 the compa~y T?e associatio~ now o~fers .a 
where the savings of local citi- d 1'069 cus- 1 s -co.un Y se~vice area. . . as. emp oyes m e opened. m~n Y ennz~i m ' · em lo es were retained b the served 4383 customers and m variety of services which m 
zens might be placed with safe- ample, !P&L serve ' A ma3or portion of the ex- Lufkin D1str1ct. James B. Man- Current bank officers in addi- Prior to emergmg as a new p y B lth" 1960 the number had increased elude low cost home financing 
ty and confidence and be re- tamers m 1924. Today, the. nutr::- pense is involved in the con- ning, district manager, is in tion to its president are Charles company, United G~s, Inc., had new comptny. ec~~se o :~· to 6628 customers. automobile and boat financing: 
warded with earnings as a re- ber ?f c~stomers served m e struction of seven major gen- charge of the company's opera- J . Hanks, executive vice-presi- operated as a semi-autonomous the transi ;.on dw~ ;.~f smoo ,; mobile home financing, and oth-
ward for thrift. district lS 18,615. . . erating units. When completed tions her~. Other superviso:y d~nt; Parker McVicker, senior divis~on of Pennzoil _lJnited. no. one no ice e 1 erence, u half of the 0 ulation of er personal .loan _financ~g. 

In 1959 after 25 years in op- The company's Lufkin ~1s- over the next several years, employes mclude Ray Horn, dis- v1ce-pre'sident; Larry Risinger Bemg new, Umted .Gas said Douglas. . , A~o .t P P . Home Savmgs is lookmg for-
eration Lufkin Federal occu- trict includes Lufkin, Huntmg- the new units will be capable trict chief accountant; Robert vice-president and cashier ; and formed its own Board of Direc- James A. Wilson, veteran Eth10p1a are Gallas, Africans of ward to the decade of the sev­
pied n~w offices at the present ton, Zavalla, Diboll, Forest, of producing more than four Jones, district distribution engi- David May, comptroller. tors, issued securities, was ac- head ~f the predecessor . com- Hamitic Origin . w?o overran

1

enties with great anticipation. 
building site 111 South Third. Clawson, Pollok, Central, Hud- million kilowatts of electric neer; James Wood, district dis- The bank's directors, current- cepted for listing on the New pany is the Board chairman southern Eth1op1a m the 15th'The association's plans for the 
- current dmcers at Lufkin son, Redland, Burke, Wells and power. tribution superintendent; and ly, are the McViclJ'.~r brothers, York Stock Exchange, and ~ook and chief executive officer of cen.tury after being forced. from seventies include a broadening 
Federal in addition to Hender- nearby rural areas. One new unit is located on Howard Watson, district sales Hanks, Judge James Moore, a firm grasp on its own destmy. the new company. Jackson C. their homeland by Somali and of services for both savings and 
son, ar~ A. G. Cromwell, exe- To meet these growing electri- Tradinghouse Creek near Waco; supervisor. David Evans, Jack W. Hays, The new company proudly Hinds is president. Bantu expansion. mortgage customers. 
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How a pioneer 
is born 

Since its beginning in 1846, the story of An­

gelina County has been punctuated with 

historic firsts. 

We at Southland Paper take pride in 

having recorded one of those firsts. 

On Jan. 17, 1940, in a one-time cotton field 

near Lufkin, a giant paper machine 

loosened a roar that was heard 

throughout this area. 

From its insides came the first roll of news­

print made commercially from the 

South's pine trees. 

That first roll not only stamped Southland as 

a landmark company but enhanced the 

county's reputation as a history-maker in 

industrial development. 

Southland's growth since 1940 has been tre­

mendous, marked by notable contributions 

in the fields of quality papermaking, 

air and water conservation, forest manage· 

ment, and community service. 

Much of this growth can be attributed to a 

working partnership between Southland 

and the people of Angelina County, who 

have created the kind of 

climate in which industry can grow. 

!Southland 
PAPER 

Southland Paper Mills. ln~./Lufkin. Texas 

Copied from an original at The History Center, Diboll, Texas     2023:023     www.TheHistoryCenterOnline.com


	The_Lufkin_News_Founders_Edition_Section_7_Page_1_February_21_1971
	The_Lufkin_News_Founders_Edition_Section_7_Page_2_February_21_1971
	The_Lufkin_News_Founders_Edition_Section_7_Page_3_February_21_1971
	The_Lufkin_News_Founders_Edition_Section_7_Page_4_February_21_1971
	The_Lufkin_News_Founders_Edition_Section_7_Page_5_February_21_1971
	The_Lufkin_News_Founders_Edition_Section_7_Page_6_February_21_1971
	The_Lufkin_News_Founders_Edition_Section_7_Page_7_February_21_1971
	The_Lufkin_News_Founders_Edition_Section_7_Page_8_February_21_1971



