
PAPER HOUSES AND 
CLOAKS. 

I 

FR0:\1 the bark of shrubs 
and trees the Japanese 
make papers that are far 

, ahead of ours. By the use 
of these papers the Japa-
nese have solve<l the ques­
tion of letting In the light 
and keeping out the cold. 

I 

Th. elr houses are wooc1en 
frames covered with thin 
olled paper. As a cover for 
bls load of tea when a rain 
storm overtakes him, the 
Japanese farmer spreads 
over lt a tough, pllable 
cover of oiled paper, which 
ls almost as waterproof as 
tarpaulln, and as light as 
gossamer. The" rlklsha." 
coolles of the large cltles 
wear rain mantles of this 
olled paper, which cost 
less than eighteen cents 
and last for a year or more 
with constant use. 

An o!led tlssuo paper, 
which ls as tough as writ- ESTHER PLEADING FOR TIER Pl!.:OPLE. 

t11g paper, can be had at 
the stationer's for wrapping up clellcate articles. Grain and meal sacks are almost 
always made of bark paper ln Japan, for It ls not easlly penetrated by weevils ancl 
other Insects. But perhaps the most remarkable of all the papers wblch find a 
common use in the Japanese household are the leather papers of which the tobac­
co pouches and pipe cases are macle . They are almost as tough as French kid, so 
translucent that one can nearly see through them, ancl as pllable and soft as calf­
skin. The material of which they are macle ls as thick as cardboard, but as fiexlble 
as kld.-Our Times. 

A LITTLE girl asked her mother, wllo had a withered hand, how It became so de­
formed. Her mother told her that her crib took fire, and In rescuing ber she had 
burned herself. "It was for you, my child, that this poor hand sutreretl." ·But 
for this loving lnterposltlon the chlld would have been burned up. 'I'hen the moth­
er tolcl her of the exposure of her soul to sin and death, and that Christ came to 
her rescue. She added that when we get to heaven and behold the wounds of 
Christ and ask, "'Vhat are these wounds?" he \Ylll reply, "I was wouncletl for 
your transgressions; I was bruised for your lnlq_ultles.' '-Selected. 
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ILLUSTRATED LESSON p APEU. 
--~ 

THE TWO SIDES OF IT. 

THERE was a glrl who always said 
Her fate was very llard; 

lfrom the one thlng she wanted most 
She always was debarred. 

There always was a cloudy spot 
Somewhere wlthln her sky; 

Nothing was ever quite just right, 
She used to say, and sigh. 

And yet her sister, strange to say, 
Whose lot was quite the same, 

Found somet!Jlng pleasant for herself 
In every day tllat came. 

Of course thing_s tangled up sometimes 
For just a little while; 

nnt nothing ever stayed all wrong, 
She used to say, and smile. 

So one girl sighed and one girl smiled 
Through all their lives together. 

It didn't come from luck or fate, 
From clear or cloudy weather. 

The reason lay wlthln their hearts, 
And colored all outside; 

One chose to hope and one to mope, 
And so they smiled and sighed. 

-Selected. 

HE KNEW HOW. 

ALL was quiet in the invalid's room until a step was hearcl coming 
up the stairs. Then a faint voice called: "Alfred, is it you?" 

"No," answered another member of the family, looking in and 
approaching the bed. "But what is it you· are wanting? Cannot I do I 
it?" 

"I only wanted to be lifted and turned a little," was the reply. "I ~ 

think I'll wait a few minutes for Alfred to come. He knows just how." I 
Alfred was only a boy, a merry, healthy young fellow, full of his 

studies and outdoor pur1mi:ts, wai1tt;d on the cric et ld with bis 
young friends; but he was no stranger in that sick room. He had I 
thought it worth while to learn" just how" to minister to the sufferer, 

I 
and bis strong, young arms were the chosen ones to lift grandmoth­
er's wasted, pain-racked form many times daily. Was not that tend'er 
little service the very crown of manliness? It was Bayard Taylor who . 
wro~: I 

Tbe bravest are the tenderest. 
-Children's Friend. 

IN THE DOMESTIC CALENDAR. 
"Do you think it is right that I should always have to take my turn , 

to dust on' back-leg day?'" inquired Myrtle Ames indignantly of her 
mother. 

"Of all the days in the calendar, which is 'back-leg day?'" said the 1 ! 
bewildered ·mother. i 

" When vacation began, mother, and you told us girls we must dust 
the parlor every day," Myrtle explained breathlessly," Ethel and Alice 
said we would dust the back legs of the furniture only once a week. I 
agreed to the plan, and now they always make me dust on 'back-leg 
day.' Is that fair?" . · 

"No, not to me," replied Mrs. Ames, "but we will make it so, and 
henceforth e:ery day will be' back-leg day.' "-Youth's Companion. / 

l'ublfshlng Honse M. E. Church, South. l Issued Monthly. j F:ntered at the post office at N1111n- I 
S1111TH .t LAMAR, A~ents. \ FIVE OR MORE, ONE ADDRESS, EACH 10c. I ville, Tenn., as sccond·cl1tss mnttcr. / 
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LESSON VI. J [NOVEMBER 5, 1905.1 

ESTHER PLEADING FOR HER PEOPLE. 
ESTHER IV; 10-V. 3. 

l~tttdy-futt-trer-1 ~=vTS-. Rea1rnie book of Esther.) 
10 Again Es'ther spake unto Ha'tncb, 

ancl gave him commandment unto l\lor'· 
de-cal; 

11 All the king's servants, and the peo­
ple of the king's provinces, do know, 
that whosoever, whether man or worn• 
au, shn.11 come unto the king into the in­
ne1· court, who is not called, there is one 
Jaw of his to put hi1n to death, except 
such to who1n the king shall hold out 
the golden scepter, that he· may live: but 
I have not been called to come in unto 
the king these thirty clays. 

12 Anti they told to Mor'de.cat Es'ther's 
words. 

13 Then Mor' <le-cai commanded to 
answer Es'ther, Think not with thyself 
that thou shalt escape in the king's 
house, n1ore than all the Jews. 

14 For if thon altogether boldest thy 
peace at tliis time, then shall there en­
largement and deliverance arise to the 
Jews from another place; but thou and 
thy father's house shall be destroyed: 
and who knoweth whether thou art come 
to the kingdom for such a time as this? 

15 Then Es'ther bade the'ln return 
Mo1.-de.cai th·is answe1", 

16 Go, gather together all the Jews that 
are present in 81.rn'shan, and fast ye for 
me, aJH1 net thereat nor drink three days, 
nlgbt 01· day: I also and my maidens will 
fast likewise; and so wlll I go in unto the 
king, which is not according to the law: 
and if I perish, I perish. 

17 So Mor'de-cai went his way, and did 
according to all that Es'ther had com.-
1nanded him. 

1 Now it came to pass on the third day, 
that Es'ther put on her royal apparel, and 
stood In the inner court of the king's 
house, over against the king's house: and 
the king sat upon his royal throne In tbe 
royal house, over a~ainst the gate of the 
house. 

2 And it was so, when the king saw Es'· 1 

therthequeenstandingin the court, t/w,t 
she obtained favor in his sight: ancl the 
king held out to Es'ther the golclen scep­
ter that ums in his hancl. So Es' th er drew 
near, and touched the top of the scepter. 

3 Then said tbe king unto her, Wl.Jat wilt 
thou, queen Es'ther·? and what is thy re­
quest? it shall be even given thee to the 
half of the klngclom. 

LESSON OUTLINE. 

T HERE ls a book tn the Bible wbteh tn many ways is different from the others. 
It tells the story of Esther, a Jewish maiden wbo became the queen of Persia. 

'!.'he king ts called by tlle Jewish writer Abasuerus, but ln the school histories he is 
callecl Xerxes. He was a very boastful king. He said t!Jat he would conquer 
Greece and then the whole world. There is a fine story of bow a little Grecian 

1 band of three lnmdred defended a narrow pass against his great army. But In the 
Illble story the king was In bis palace at Shushnn. The wlcke1l Haman was his 
chief favorite. But one man sat In the king's gate who would not bow to the 
ground before Haman. He did not think It was right. Ile was l\Iordecal, the Jew, 
the queen's cousin. Just this one man's refusing to bow before him made Haman 
angry and miserable. He took advantage of being the king's favorite, and with 
his consent appointed a day-about a year distant-when the Jews in all the king's 
clominlons were to be slain. Queen Esther knew nothing of all this, but It was told 
her that l\Iordecal was clothed in sackcloth and weeping before the palace gate. 
'l'be messenger she sent to him brought her word of the trouble, with a command 
from Mordecai to plead with the king for her people. The young queen was tn 
great distress. Whoever went Into the king's presence unbidden suffere<l death, 
unless the king should hold out his golden scepter. For thirty aays she had re­
ceived no summoni?. But Mordecai sent another message. ''Who knoweth,' • be 
sal<I, ''whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?" '!'he mes­
senger came again with the queen's message. Esther asked that !.\lordecal gather all 
of their people who were In the city, and for three days fast and pray to God. She 
and her maidens too wouw fast and pray. Then she would take no thought for her 
llfe, but would go In unto the king. On the third clay Queen Ii;sther put on her royal 

1 robes and went into the inner court. The king saw her standing In her beauty. 
He knew that for some great purpose she was risking· her life. God touC'hed his 
heart. He held out his golden scepter, and Esther came near and touched It. 'l'hen 
the king said: "What wilt thou, queen Esther? and what Is thy request? It sllall be 
given thee even to tl!e half of the kingclom." 
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GOLDEN TEXT. 

''The Lord preserveth all them 
/that love him." (Ps. cxlv. 20.) 

JIEillORY VERSES, 13, 14:. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK. 
The King's Feast .. . ... Esther i. 1-11 
Queen Vashti Deposed ....... i. 12--22 
Esther Made Queen ........... ii. 1-23 
Haman's Promotion ........... iii.1-6 
Haman's Plot ................. iii. 7-15 
Mordecai's Intervention .. . . . . iv. 1-9 
Esther's Pleading ... . .. . .. iv. 10-v. 3 

QUESTIONS. 
1. What Jewish maiden became queen 

or Persia? Esther. 
2. For what <lid Haman gain the king's 

consent? That on a certain day all the 
Jews should bc:i slain. 

3. Why was L<:i angry with all tbe Jews? 
Because Mordecai would not bow to 
the ground when he passed. 

4. WIJat request did :Mordecai send the 
queen? That she would speak to tho 
king in behalf of her people. 

5. Wliy was Esther afraid to go in to 
the king? He had not sent for her for 
thirty days. 

6. Why did Esther wait three days to 
go In to the king? That she and her 
people might fast and pray. 

7. What did God give her? Favor in 
the king's sight. 

8. Does God help all those who trust 
him? Yes. 

9. Repeat the Golden Text. 

JESUS. 
''Come to me,'' saith One," and coming, 

Be at rest.'' 

If It were not for Queen Esther and her brave plea for her people, the name of 
King AlJasuerus would not have been 11 Uie Bible. He thought htmselr a very great 
king, but to he cruel and proud Is not to be great. We have a King who ls not cruel, 
and who said or himself: "I am meek and lowly in heart." He Is King of kings; 
all power ls glven unto him In heaven and In earth, but we (lo not think or him as 
t10ldtng a scepter In his hand. He draws near to every one who needs him. He 
lays his hatHl upon us and cures our diseases. When we need help in any way, be 
says: "Come unto me.'' Our King's name ls--. '.rl1e lllble calls him by many 
names. Write In the blank space below all that you can remember, and then those 
that father and mother can help you to remember. 

TH:E; LESSON HYMN. 

Who In the Lord confide, 
.And feel his sprinkled blood, 

In storms and hurricanes abide 
Firm as the mount of Goll: 

Steadfast and fixed and sure, 
His Slon cannot move; 

His faithful peopie stand secure 
In Jesus· guardian love. 

CATECHISM LESSON. 

Question 10. What does God knowf 

Ans. God knows all things. I 
Ques. 11. Does God care/or usf 
Ans. God cares for us and for all his 

creatures. 

'VE blame others for sllgbt things and overlook greater In ourselves. 
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