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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE TEXAS LONG LEAF LUMBER OO. 

In the tall of ,1912 N. P. Sanderson, ;. w. Ferguson, ;r • . w .. 
Reynolde, ;J'. P. Towery, Ale~:r.q~pson, and . othe~1(assooi,e.t~~ · :.·,·-.. :""'L; 
themselves together to torm the Texas Long Lear Lumber co., · a · ·. - · 
Texas Corporation w1 th , a oaP,ital stock pf . ~.5001000~00 t,or ,the.. , , . . 
purpose of operating a yellow p~ne sawmill at ,N,ew. W~llard, Te~as .• .. : :. 

·,·, .; . ' ' - • • • ' J ·'-J.' . ' 

The oorpor'e.tion purohased a large doublo band _sawmill situ­
ated t~ ve miles north o~ Li vi.ngs.ton, Te.~_as . tha~ ~iad '.b~~n ope~, , . . 
ated ~r the Tb.ompson & Tucker Lumber 09., · and at the same tiale · 
the new oorporatipn entered into a oon~raoi to puro~~ee the timber 
on soma 50,000 acres of land owned by Thdmpson & 'l'uoker looated · 
in Polk County. · · 

The mill was suooesstully operated through World War One and 
continuously 1noreased its holdings o"f both ·' land and timber. 
The operation was under the aotive mana~lJ(ant of Alex Thompson 
until he died in the early 20's, and then the management passed 
to Mr. Paul T. Sanderson, who later was eleoted Preafdent, and · 
under whose guidance a program or expansibn began that ha8 re­
sulted in The Texas Long Lear Lumber Oo. ·beooming . one or the 
largest and most suooesaful manutaoturera ot Yellow Pine and 
Southern Hardwoods in the South. 

Under Mr. Sanderson's management the capital was tirst in­
oreased to $750,000.00, and later set at $1,soo,000.00, where it 
is today. The additional money put into the oompany was used to 
purchase the sawmill properties of the Rook Creek Lumber oo. at 
Trinity, Texas, and the land and timber owned by Thompson Bros. 
Lumber oo. located in Trinity, Polk and Houston Oounties. Another 
sizable purohase ot some 50,000 aores of land and timber was made 
from the West Lumber co. Later other deals were made u1. th Wm. 
Cameron & Co., Oarey, Haley & Co., and others until the oompany 
owns and controls over a quarter of a million aores or timber 
and timber growing land si tua.ted· in six East Texas oounties 
admirably suited to the growing or timber and adaptable to the 
practioe ot timber management. 

The company praotioes a policy that will establish a sustain­
ed yield or yellow pine tor generations to ·oome on ' land that "is 
best suited tor timber growing. Fire proteotion is or first 
importance and the removal of detective trees 1 regardless or age 
or size, is only two measures of oo~servat~on that ie the oardinal 
principal ot preserving the wealth and assets of the timber grow-
ing territory. · · 

Only sound pine trees 10" and larger, breast high, are cut 
into saw logs, and Where possible at least ·one seed tree per aore 
is left on the ground. Great care is exercised in removing the 
saw logs to · proteo~ 'the young timber from injuries that stunt the 
growth or result in deteotive trees. · . 
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Under the able auperTision of ~r. Sam OraWtord ·the o~p~y 
~perates one large sawmill; equipped with two band sa'!'8 ·and ' o.ne gapg 
saw in the millj and dry kilns, shedsj · planing mJ.11! ~nd 'qU.tpm.ent . · 
t o manufacture .25 to ·.)O .million feet per year · ~t Tr nS,ty, · Texa~~ ·. 
J apably managed 'by Mr. Joe w. Rioh8.r4• the · o(;>mpan7 alsp operates · 
~wo eawmills ~t New Willard, Texas, one ot whioh ls equipped With' 
a single band saw and the other with a o1rcul8.r and resaw, as well 
J. B sheds, dry kilns, planer ·and other equipment to properly care 
"'or and manutaoture another· 25 million teet eaoh T•ar. ' 

; .. ~ 

One or the outstanding aohievementa ct . the company has ~een its 
:iotable contribution to the war ertort, . tor whioh it· was awarde~ 
'jhe Army and Ne.vy ~1E" by the Hon. Robert P. Patterson, Under Seore­
~ ary of War "tor your fine achievement in the produot1ori or war • 
quipment." · 

The presentation was made in a very oolortul oeremony at Trinity, 
rexas on Maroh 17, 1944, oonduoted by Colonel Fred G. Sherrill, · u. s. 
Jorps or Engineers, Washington, D, o. This honor has only been be• 
towed on one other lumber manutaoturing oonoern in the State ot 

"exas, and on less than "' or all the manutaoturing plants, ot all 
:1nds, in the United States. 

In order to take tull advantage of their holdings the o ompe.n)r 
as several large pastures and are ru.nning some 2500 head ot native, 
ut well bred oattle, on their lands, and that has proved a sound 

)ropos1 tion and aids in carrying ta, taxes and timber expense du.r-
.ng the period ot reforestation, · 

The general office is located at Trinity Texas, and the pro­
uots ot both plants are marketed by the Sabtne Lumber Co,. whose 
eneral ottice is also located at Trinity, and is und.er Mr. Sander­

·on•s management. 

It is the hope or the owners that these prop~rties 'fill tU,ltl,l .l 
Jheir expectations, and provide lumber and employment tor many ·years 
~ o oome. 
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