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Welcome to what I hope you’ll find to be another exciting issue of The Pine 
Bough. This year we feature the story of Rayville, a Southern Pine Lumber 
Company cattle ranch of nearly a century ago, and the World War II flight log 
of Gayle Cruthirds, a B-24 Bomber gunner. Of course we also highlight our 
usual eclectic mix of photographs, maps, and news clippings pertaining to a 
variety of subjects in our popular Scrapbook Pages.

2008 was another active year for us, as I‘m sure it was for you, too. I often 
jest that each new day is yet another day of history to collect, preserve, study, 
process, and interpret. To that end, the work of archivists and historians is never 
done. You can read a few specifics about our year in review in the News section, 
but a few other details deserve note also.

In August we lost another dear friend, Charlie Harber (1920-2008). Mr. Harber 
lived most of his days on Temple forest lands working as a pasture rider and 
hunting club watchman. He especially loved the history of the lands in Trinity 
and Houston counties, including the ranching heritage of the 1910s and 1920s. 
The article on the Rayville Ranch in this issue is a tribute to Mr. Harber’s 
devotion to this little-known story.

In November we welcomed to our staff Courtney Lawrence, a college 
student who assists us on Fridays and Saturdays. While pursuing a major in 
anthropology, she is retyping oral history interviews for web delivery, which you 
now can access through our website, www.TheHistoryCenterOnline.com.

Visitors to our website continued to outnumber in-person visitors at an 
increasing rate, and our virtual guests now outpace real ones nearly 4-to-1. The 
most viewed web pages continue to be our online exhibits, accounting for nearly 
75% of page loads beyond the home page. Viewings of our research collection 
descriptions and finding guides remain steady at 10% of page loads beyond the 
home page. As might be expected, most of our online visitors are from Texas, 
about 62% of the total. Interestingly, the remaining 38% of visitors are about 
equally divided between other states and foreign countries. Visitors outside of 
the United States come from nearly every country in the world; among the most 
common are Canada, Australia, England, Ireland, Spain, and Germany.

If you haven’t visited us lately, please do, either online or in person. Best wishes 
for 2009.

Jonathan K. Gerland
Diboll, Texas
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by Jonathan Gerland

A century ago, grazing cattle on 
enclosed cutover pinelands was believed to 
reduce fire fuel and aid in the protection and 
encouragement of second growth forests. It 
also served the important legal purpose of 
protecting and defending land titles on newly 
established industrial forests. For Southern 
Pine Lumber Company, which owned and 
managed tens of thousands of contiguous 
acres along the Neches River in Trinity and 
Houston counties, these objectives were 
priorities.

Sometimes called the Ray Pasture, 
Southern Pine Lumber Company Ranch, 
or simply the Ranch, Rayville began in 
1913 when L.D. Gilbert of Southern Pine 
Lumber Company hired North Texas rancher 
John J. Ray to establish and manage a cattle 
raising operation on about 35,000 acres of 
cutover pinelands in northeastern Trinity and 

southeastern Houston counties. The Company 
fenced and cross fenced the lands with barbed 
wire, introduced Brahman cattle (believed to 
be among the earliest in East Texas), and hired 
armed  patrolmen, or pasture riders, to protect 
the property.
 Rayville became a station on the Texas 
Southeastern Railroad near the site of 
Camp 1, an earlier logging camp, about 
twelve miles northwest of Diboll. The 
railroad ran lengthwise through the ranch 
and pastures, doubling as Southern Pine 
Lumber Company’s logging mainline, which 
transported logs to the sawmills at Diboll. 
Rayville consisted of numerous cattle and hog 
loading chutes, corrals, feedlots, dipping vats, 
various barns and other support buildings, as 
well as a railroad siding and a few houses. The 
operation regularly supported about 5,000 
head of cattle, as well as many hogs.

Captain John J. Ray, with 
a Winchester at his side, 

sits tall in the saddle at the 
Southern Pine Lumber Com-
pany Ranch in Trinity County 

in about 1919.

One of the cattle feedlots
at Rayville, ca. 1928.
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A Photographic History of the Rayville Ranch, 1913-1933

“The Lonesomest 
   Place in the World:”



Rayville was named for John J. Ray 
(1868-1941), or “Captain J.J. Ray,” as many 
knew him. He was reportedly a veteran of 
the legendary Chisholm Trail and friend of 
Texas Ranger Captain Bill McDonald, whose 
famous creed was “No man in the wrong 
can stand up against a fellow in the right 
and keeps on a-comin.” It is uncertain if Ray 
himself was a regular Ranger, but it is possible 
that he was a special Ranger at one time or 
another. Ray built a house for himself, his 
son J.J. Jr., and a few of his closest cow hands 
and their families near the railroad siding at 
Rayville. Little is known of Ray’s wife, who 
some say left him due to the remoteness of the 
Trinity County ranch.

Map showing the Rayville Ranch and pastures. The area 
bounded by the Texas Southeastern Railroad, Cochino 
Bayou, and the Neches River was fenced between April 
and September 1913. Pastures to the west, north and south 
were fenced between 1914 and 1917. Barns, corrals, chutes, 
feedlots, and dipping vats were located near a railroad 
siding at Rayville; corrals and vats were also located 
at Walkerton. Distances by railroad between Rayville 
and Diboll to the southeast, 12 miles, and Fastrill to the 
northwest, 38 miles.
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 The J.J. Ray house and 
its occupants in about 
1919. From left: J.J. Ray, 
unidentified, unidentified, 
Frank Rushing, Josie Freeman 
Rushing, Joseph S. Freeman, 
Amy Elizabeth Freeman 
Rushing (holding one-year old 
Roscoe Paul Rushing), and 
Charles Ellis Rushing Jr.

“The Lonesomest 
   Place in the World:”



Cattle to and from Rayville traveled by rail. Rayville siding, ca. 1928. Note the Texas & New Orleans 
and Southern Pacific railroad stock cars.
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L.D. Gilbert was a Southern Pine Lumber 
Company director and early operations 

manager. A longtime leader in forest 
conservation efforts in Texas, he hired J.J. 

Ray to establish the Company ranch in Trinity 
County and he died of a heart attack there on 

November 16, 1931 while deer hunting.
A Rayville feedlot, ca. 1928.



The history of Rayville survives in 
Company records and other archival sources, 
but was perhaps most alive in the memories of 
Charlie Harber (1920-2008), who lived most 
of his life on or near the ranch. Harber was 
born in 1920 near Bristow Creek, in Houston 
County, very near the Trinity County line. 
Seven years earlier, his father had worked 
in the first fencing crews that enclosed the 
Company lands. As a child, young Harber 
lived on the old Franklin Place, which 
straddled the Trinity-Houston county line, 
inside one of the pastures that is now part of 
North Boggy Slough. He learned to swim at 
the Walkerton Pond, a reservoir which served 
to fill the tenders of lumber company steam 
locomotives, and attended school at nearby 
Pisgah, where some of his family are buried in 
the small cemetery there. His older sister Viola 
married one of the Rayville pasture riders, 
Walter Robinson, who Harber remembered as 
the finest horseman he ever knew. 

Harber was too young to have worked for 
J.J. Ray, who left the ranch in the early 1930s, 
but he spent many days riding the Rayville 
pastures in later years while working for 
Dave Kenley (1886-1975), head of Southern 
Pine Lumber Company’s Land & Timber 
Department. Kenley leased the pasture and 
other Company lands from 1936 into the 
1950s as part of his own cattle operations. 
Harber remembered some of J.J. Ray’s 

Rayville Ranch cowboys, ca. 
1928. Left to right: Herman 
Midkiff, Emery Midkiff, Hugh 
Gibson, Walter Robinson, 
John J. Ray, and John Silvers.
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Charlie Harber stands beside 
an abandoned cattle dipping 
vat at Walkerton in October 
2000. Harber (1920-2008) was 
a pasture rider on Southern 
Pine Lumber Company and 
Temple lands nearly all his 
life, beginning in the 1930s 
working for Dave Kenley, and 
continuing into the 1990s 
with Eason Lake Hunting 
Club. Photo by Jonathan 
Gerland.

pasture riders as being Walter Robinson, 
John Silvers, Frank and Charles Rushing, 
Herman and Emery Midkiff, Hugh Gibson, 
Steve Oliver, Alton and Frank Minton, Calvin 
Tiner, and Dewey Tarwaters. Typical of most 
any cowboy, they rode and mended fences 
and moved and rounded up cattle, generally 
accompanied by cow dogs.
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A snowball fight in front of the Ray house, probably following the December 21, 1929 snow storm. On that date nearly ten inches of 
snowfall was recorded at the Groveton weather station, the heaviest snowfall on record. On the far left is Clara Silvers; on the far right is 

Vera Crim. They were sisters; Clara was the wife of Rayville cowboy John Silvers. The other person in the photo is unidentified.

Rayville feedlot, ca. 1928. 
Note the railroad tracks in 

the background.



Edd Kenley (born in 1924), Dave Kenley’s 
son, also remembers the early cowboys from 
his childhood. “They all wore leggings,” he 
recalled in a 2000 interview, “and they all 
carried pistols…and wore big spurs.” They 
were real working cowboys, he said, and they 
often rode twenty miles a day in working 
cattle through the various pastures. He also 
remembered the Ray house, where Josie 
Rushing, wife of cowhand Frank Rushing, 
did all the cooking and housecleaning. Young 
Kenley stayed there with his father during 
frequent ranch visits in the late 1920s. He 
remembered the log trains that passed daily in 
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front of the house, some stopping to deliver 
ice from the ice plant at Diboll.

Remembering Captain Ray, Kenley 
described a peculiar test the Captain devised 
to determine a new rider’s abilities. Ray would 
“get the man a half-broke horse and send him 
over to the neighbors to get two dozen eggs 
with an old burlap bag to carry them in,” he 
said. Ray had instructed the neighbor to send 
back two watermelons along with the eggs. 
The rider was to carry the eggs in the bag 
slung over his shoulder, tote the two melons, 
and “get down and open the gap, get his horse 
through and close it, then get back on that 

Brahman bulls at Rayville, 
ca. 1928. Note the JJ brand.
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Rayville feedlot, ca. 1928. Note the Ray 
house in the background, across from 

the railroad tracks.

Rayville corrals, ca. 1928. Note some of 
the barns in the background. Some of 
the cowboys are identified as J.J. Ray, 
John Silvers, Walter Robinson, Hugh 
Gibson, and Herman and Emery Midkiff. 
Painted on the board fence at left is 
“Raymond,” the name of one of John 
Silvers’ sons.

Another Rayville feedlot,
ca. 1928.
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half-broke horse, and if he could make that 
and not break too many eggs, well he got 
the job.”

Kenley and Harber both stressed the fact 
that Rayville was “a big ranch for East Texas,” 
operating 5,000 head of cattle. Many of the 
calves were fattened on hulls and meal at the 
feedlots, before being shipped by rail to Fort 
Worth. A slaughter house at Rayville provided 
meat for the Company stores at Diboll as 
well as at the logging camps. Indicative of 
operations, records of Texas Southeastern 
Railroad for the year 1924 show that 521 tons 
of cattle were shipped from the ranch that 
year. Hogs, also, were rounded up, fed, and 
shipped out or slaughtered.

Most of the Rayville cattle were crossbred 
with Brahman bulls, a new breed for Trinity 
County. At the time, the state highway 
between Lufkin and Groveton passed through 
the ranch a little northward of the route today. 
The area was known as Bluff Prairie, before 
Black Cat Lake was impounded sometime 
later, and those who remember it say it was 
picturesque, especially when the Brahman 
cattle were seen grazing. The public highway 
provided many travelers with their first look 
at the strange humped-back breed of cattle. 
In his book Over on Cochino (1980), Trinity 
County native Harrell Odom remembered 
them as “huge” and well-fed, “far different 
from the mix-bred, poorly fed, little knotty-
looking cows I was used to being around.”

Another distinctive characteristic of 
the ranch was the more than one hundred 
Mexican laborers Southern Pine Lumber 
Company brought in to work there. 
They mostly chopped brush and deadened 
hardwoods in the hills to promote 
pine regeneration. 

More than 100 Mexican 
immigrants helped with the 
ranch work at Rayville and 
chopped brush to encourage 
pine regeneration, herded 
livestock, and maintained the 
Texas Southeastern Railroad 
mainline that ran through 
the ranch and beyond. Here, 
a Mexican ranch hand poses 
with a herd of goats at the 
ranch in the 1920s. The ranch 
contained more than 3,000 
head of goats, brought in to 
help control the underbrush.

An unidentified cowboy at the Rayville corrals. Note the cow dog climbing the fence 
to the left.

A Brahman bull at Rayville, ca. 1919. Note the JJ brand, for J.J. Ray. The Brahman cattle at 
Rayville, introduced in 1913, were among the first in East Texas.
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Two boys feed hogs at 
Rayville, ca. 1929. “Buster” 

Silvers (John Silvers Jr.), 
son of cowboy John Silvers 

Sr., is on the right.

Rayville cowboy Frank Rushing 
with two cow dogs named

Rough and Rowdy, ca. 1919.
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One newspaper account stated a crew of 
165 Mexicans were supervised at Rayville 
by Diboll’s George N. Johnson (born in 
1880), a longtime justice of the peace. 
Edd Kenley remembers his father going 
to recruit some of the Mexican workers at 
Laredo during World War I. He says his 
father had to secure $3,000 in advance 
payment before the workers would come. 
Little is known of what became of these 
workers, except that some of them died at 
the ranch, possibly from tuberculosis and 
influenza. Charlie Harber remembered 
a “Mexican graveyard” near the north 
end of the ranch, marked by numerous 
iron ore rocks used as headstones, but 
no remains can be found today, perhaps 
because of a 1975 clearcut in that area.

Many Mexican laborers at the ranch 
also worked on the Company railroads. 
Sadie Estes Woods, member of a pioneer 
Diboll family, recalled the Mexican 
railroad workers in a 1984 interview. 
During the 1910s her family lived in a 
logging tent camp, from where she and 
other children walked a little over a mile 
following the Company railroad tracks 
to the Pisgah School. She told how her 
brother Lee was afraid of the Mexican 
laborers, simply because they spoke an 
unfamiliar language. “My brother was 
scared to death,” she said. “We would 
see them working on the tracks, and we 
would go way out in the woods and come 
back to keep from going by them. He was 
so afraid.”

“Buster” Silvers 
(John Silvers Jr.) riding 
at Rayville, ca. 1929.

Raymond Silvers in front of 
the Ray house, ca. 1929.

John Silvers, father of Raymond and John Jr., with his horse and a cow dog, ca. 1929. Note the 
hog to the right and the scattered corn husks.
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Enclosed forests, prairies, and pastures 
were new to East Texas when the Rayville 
Ranch was fenced in 1913. There were no 
stock laws against free-ranging livestock and 
no effective laws against trespassing. Company 
attorney “Judge” Robert E. Minton once 
explained that not until about 1935 was 
there any substantial trespassing law and only 
through costly litigation had the Company 
enjoined more than 300 persons from 
trespassing on the ranch before that time.

The Company sought to buy out small 
farmers and their livestock claims as part 
of consolidating land and timber holdings. 
Charlie Harber remembered the Company 
paying his father for their free-range hogs and 
allowing his family to continue farming in 
both the northern and southern ends of the 
ranch into the early 1930s. Yet others were 
excluded from the ranch and were slow to 
relinquish traditional rights to the perimeter 
fenced prairies and forests.

 “Buster” Silvers (John Silvers Jr.) 
on steps of the Ray house,

 ca. 1929.

Cowboys Walter Robinson (left) and John Silvers (right) pose in front of railroad 
tracks near Rayville, ca. 1929.

Clara Silvers (left) and Viola Harber Robinson 
(right) pose at the Ray house, ca. 1929. They were 

the wives of John Silvers and Walter Robinson.
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Judge Minton rigorously pursued violators 
of the enclosed lands and advised J.J. Ray to 
keep constant pressure on all trespassers. In 
letters written in the early 1920s concerning 
those who entered the ranch tracking hogs, 
Minton recommended that once the Company 
had “whipped” a trespasser through litigation, 
Ray should “demand a bill of sale to all hogs he 
may have in the pasture and thus cut him off 
from any excuse of re-entering.” In other letters 
Minton warned Ray of the “bear trap” that would 
exist if it was revealed any of his hired hands had 
given permission to “outside persons” to enter 
the pastures. Minton advised Ray that only Ray 
should grant such permission. An unidentified cowgirl at the Rayville corrals in the 1920s.

Raymond Silvers fishing 
in the Neches River in 
the 1920s.

Some of the corrals at the 
Rayville siding, ca. 1929.
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Charlie Harber stands inside 
one of the Rayville barns 
in May 2000. It fell down 

completely a few years later 
and was the last surviving 
ranch building besides the 

Ray house. The barn was 
located on the Rayville 

siding, and Harber recalled 
unloading 128-pound bags 

of oats and 100-pound 
bags of cottonseed cake 

out of railroad boxcars here 
between 1937 and 1942, while 

working for Dave Kenley. 
Photo by Jonathan Gerland.

(Below)
The old Ray house in May 

2000, slightly modified and 
relocated southeast from its 

original location. Photo by 
Jonathan Gerland.



15De c e m b e r 2008

By far the fiercest opposition to the enclosed 
lands was from hunters. By the time the ranch was 
fenced, unchecked hunting practices, including 
the use of dogs in running down deer, had made 
the native herd nearly extinct. An unintended 
consequence of the ranch was the safe haven it gave 
wild game, especially deer. A good portion of the 
ranch was fenced with hog-proof wire and Ray did 
not allow any outside dogs inside the ranch. The 
few deer in the area soon found safety inside the 
perimeter fences and their numbers increased.

By the early 1920s, deer were plentiful enough 
that T.L.L. Temple, founder of Southern Pine 
Lumber Company, built a Company hunting 
clubhouse on the banks of Boggy Slough, in the 
southern end of the pasture. Dave Kenley hosted 
the first Company hunt there in 1923, inviting 
county judges and commissioners. Charlie Harber 
remembered J.J. Ray coming to their house in 
about 1925 and telling his father “he could shoot 
a deer if he wanted to,” since their numbers had 
increased sufficiently.

By 1926 trespassing had increased so much that 
the Company leased for ten years 20,000 acres of 
the ranch to the state to be managed and protected 
as a game preserve. Although Judge Minton always 
felt the state did very little to protect the area, 
Charlie Harber said the deer population continued 
to increase at such a rate that by the early 1930s 
his family could no longer farm there because the 
deer “ate all the corn and the cotton, too.” He 
remembered seeing more than 50 deer at a time 
in the area that years later became home for Lottie 
Temple’s deer stand. Ervelia Holcomb Jordan (born 
in 1907) also remembered the numerous deer at 
Rayville during this time. She recalled during a 
1985 interview seeing a cornfield near their house at 
the ranch “full of deer” every morning. “I’ve never 
seen that many deer in all my life,” she declared.

By the early 1930s, Company officials decided 
to close the Rayville Ranch. The timber had 
regenerated and the depressed economy of the 
Great Depression left little reason to continue 
supporting the cattle operations, which were 
showing little or no profit. Another factor was what 
Arthur Temple Sr. called the “increased troubles” 
of keeping out trespassers. Armed confrontations 
at the ranch were notorious and one in August 
1932 resulted in a death, which made the pages of 
the Dallas Morning News. Temple tried to sell the 
Trinity County ranch lands and pitched them to the 
federal government from 1933 to 1935 to be part 
of the creation of the national forests in Texas, but 
no agreement was ever reached.
(narrative continues on page 18)

 Jonathan Gerland and Charlie Harber enjoy lunch during a visit to Rayville at the 
original Ray house location, in August 2001.

The grandson of Rayville cowboy John Silvers Sr., Joe Silvers (left) stands at his 
home in Henderson with Charlie Harber in December 2002. Mr. Silvers, son of 
Raymond Silvers, donated to The History Center several dozen photographs of the 
Rayville ranching operation, many of which are featured here. 
Photo by Jonathan Gerland.
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Among the Silvers family photos are many images of unidentified 
women at the Ranch. These photos were all taken during the 1920s.
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J.J. Ray left Rayville by 1933 and settled in Glenrose, near Fort Worth, where he lived on another 
ranch until he died in 1941. He was buried in Hillcrest Cemetery at Lufkin. Although the Company 
discontinued ranch operations with the departure of Ray, it did lease the former ranch lands in Trinity 
and Houston counties to several individuals, including Dave Kenley, for non-Company livestock 
ranging beginning in 1936. 
(narrative continues on page 20)

This man is believed to be 
Guy Burke, a government 

trapper, posing with a wolf 
at Rayville in the 1920s.
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Rayville pasture rider and state 
game warden Walter Robinson, 
who was Charlie Harber’s 
brother-in-law, with a roped 
buck deer in the 1920s. 
The deer is believed to have 
been sickly.

Rancher J.J. Ray with a deer 
he killed in the 1920s. The 
structure in the background 
is believed to be the Southern 
Pine Lumber Company hunting 
clubhouse built on Boggy 
Slough in 1922. It was replaced 
in 1941 by a larger Company 
clubhouse constructed away 
from the slough and near 
the former Rayville Ranch 
headquarters.
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Rayville Ranch is today only a faint 
memory. Very few know it by that name 
anymore. Now most of the area is known 
as Temple-Inland’s Boggy Slough, which is 
loosely divided into northern and southern 
sections between highways 7 and 94. The 
mostly planted pine forests of Boggy Slough 
are today several generations removed from 
the old-growth forests harvested a century ago, 
and it has been many years since cattle ranged 
the open hills and prairies.

Myrtle Nolen Rushing (1903-2008), 
who lived at Rayville briefly in the 1910s, 
remembered the Company ranch during a 
2000 interview as “the most lonesomest (sic.) 
place in the world.” With nine miles of forest 
uninterrupted by public roads, some might 
say the area is lonesome still.

Judge Robert E. Minton was a Southern Pine Lumber Company attorney for many years 
and was an avid sportsman and hunter. In 1956 he remembered having enjoined some 

300 persons from trespassing on enclosed Company lands in Trinity County between 
1917 and 1935. He poses here with a deer he killed in the Rayville pasture in the 1920s. 

Also a fisherman, Minton is said to have rigged an elaborate trotline system on Boggy 
Slough, complete with pulleys, which allowed him to bait and run his lines without 

getting in the water.

J.J. Ray’s obituary from the February 28, 1941 issue 
of the Lufkin Daily News.
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 Newspaper headlines such as 
these from Lufkin and Dallas 
contributed to the decision to close 
down the Southern Pine Lumber 
Company ranch at Rayville in the 
early 1930s.

Dave Kenley (1886-1975), Southern Pine Lumber 
Company’s longtime surveyor and head of the land & 
timber department, was also a cattleman. He advised 
Rayville Ranch operations and leased the Rayville 
pastures for cattle grazing for a couple decades 
beginning in 1936. He also hosted the first Company 
deer hunt at Boggy Slough, given for county judges and 
commissioners in 1923. He poses here in about 1970 at 
his home in Lufkin, at 317 Shepherd, on his friend Joe 
Barnes’ horse, wearing Barnes’ chaps and hat.
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Eyewitness 
to History:

World War II Flight Log Reaches Local Students
by Emily Hyatt

A member of the 376th

Heavy Bomb Group, 15th

Air Force, S/Sgt. Gayle 

Cruthirds is a Diboll 

native who left his home 

and family to serve his 

country as a gunner in 

the Army Air Corps in 

1943. He served 2 years, 7 

months, and 17 days, from 

March 5, 1943 to October 

21, 1945. Throughout his 

time of service, Gayle 

earned a Purple Heart 

medal, an Air Medal with 

3 Oak Leaf Clusters, the 

Good Conduct Medal, the 

European-African-Middle 

Eastern Campaign medal 

with 3 bronze stars, a 

Presidential Citation with 

2 Oak Leaf Clusters on his 

unit citation, an Aviation 

Badge, and Overseas 

Service bars.
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his flight log to keep a record of each mission, 
tallying them up and checking them off.  

The log begins with Cruthirds’ first 
mission, a bombing raid over San Stefano, 
Italy on May 17, 1944, and continues 
to his last mission, a raid on Bratislava, 
Czechoslovakia on September 20, 1944.  
With the first entry, Cruthirds established a 
formula for his records.  For each mission, 
he recorded the flight number, the date, the 
location, the mission’s success, the amount 
of flak, the weather, and the time of takeoff 
and landing.  Each entry is fairly consistent, 
although sometimes he records the name 
of the pilot he flew with and sometimes he 
expands on the effects of the flak – if they 
were hit, where they were hit, how the other 
planes in his group fared. 

Gayle Cruthirds entered combat on what 
he described as a good day with moderate 
flak and no trouble.  He flew in plane #70, 
nicknamed “Yum-Yum.”  The good weather 
and light flak would not characterize the next 
few missions, however.  On missions #2-3 his 
crew was unable to drop their bombs due to 
bad weather and on mission #4 their bombs 
missed their intended target, also a result of 
the bad weather.  

In The History Center’s ongoing quest 
to collect, preserve, and make available 
the history of Angelina County and the 
surrounding area, staff is always looking for 
photographs and documents that will reach 
our visitors and bring history to life for 
them.  This is especially important for school 
tours, since we have a limited amount of 
time to give them a tour, summarize Diboll’s 
history, and explain archival preservation.  
The document that has provided the most 
points of connection for students is a small, 
pocket-sized journal that records one local 
man’s experiences in World War II.  When 
Gayle Cruthirds entered combat in May 
1944 as a nose gunner in a B-24 Liberator, 
he kept a flight log.  In this log he recorded 
each of his missions.  This flight log fascinates 
students and they listen closely as we tell 
Mr. Cruthirds’ story.  By reading portions of 
the diary, letting them look at it in person, 
showing them his Purple Heart, and allowing 
them to scrutinize his photos, we are able to 
provide a personal connection to a complex 
historical event.  

Staff Sergeant Gayle Cruthirds grew 
up in Diboll and graduated from Diboll 
High School in 1942.  He entered the Army 
Air Corps on March 5, 1943 at Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas at the age of eighteen and was 
nineteen years old the following May when he 
entered combat in Italy with the 376th Heavy 
Bomb Group, 15th Air Force.  The Cruthirds 
family’s contribution to the United States 
war effort was great – Gayle’s brothers 
Leslie and Raymond Cruthirds, and their 
brother-in-law, Robert Farley, also entered 
the service.  All four men survived the war 
and returned home.  

Mr. Cruthirds’ flight log, though not a 
diary that records many thoughts, feelings, 
or emotions, does give insight into the life 
of a B-24 bomber crewman actively flying 
missions over enemy territory.  Most entries 
are succinct and matter of fact.  Although 
as historians we are interested in the small 
details and emotions of life, Mr. Cruthirds 
did not include these in his journal because 
it was not intended to be a diary – it had a 
simpler and more immediate purpose.  After 
fifty missions, Cruthirds knew that he would 
be transferred off of combat duty.  He used 

Like many aviators of the 
period, Gayle Cruthirds kept 
a flight log during his combat 
tour. For each flight, he 
recorded the flight number, 
date, time, destination and 
the major events of that 
bombing run. Most entries 
list the amount of flak and 
its accuracy, damage to 
the plane, if other planes 
were lost and the weather 
conditions.  This image is of 
the June 24, 1944 entry into 
Mr. Cruthirds’ flight log, the 
day he was wounded in a 
bombing run over Romania.
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On his 8th mission, a bombing run over 
Marseilles, France on May 27, 1944, 
Cruthirds mentions how he felt during a raid 
for the first time.  On this mission, heavy flak 
pierced the plane, bursting through the floor 
between the pilot’s feet.  More flak hit his 
turret, but did not break through.  His first 
experience with heavy flak was memorable 
and in his log he notes that he was scared.  

On another mission (Mission #12&13, 
May 27, 1944), Cruthirds and his crew 
escaped heavy flak and fighters on a raid over 
the Ploesti, Romania Oil Refineries.  Their 
plane was hit hard, with damage to the flap 
cable, nose section, right wing, and camera 
hatch.  They landed safely, and in what almost 

seems like an afterthought, he records 
that he was promoted to Staff Sergeant 
that day.  
 Although Cruthirds was based in 
Italy, not England or France, June 6, 
1944 (the date of the D-Day invasion 
of Normandy) was still a big day for his 
bombing group.  The raid that day over 
Ploesti, Romania involved the entire 15th 
Air Force.  He writes that the “sky over 
Ploesti was filled with 100’s of bombers” 
and records that this was one of their 
most important raids to date.  Cruthirds 
records that he and his crew learned of 
the invasion of France on their way back 
to base.  

S/Sgt. Gayle Cruthirds and his 
flight crew, 15th Air Force (Italy), 

376 Heavy Bomb Group, taken 
at their training field in Kansas 
shortly before they traveled to 

Italy. In the background is a
 B-24 bomber similar to the ones 

Cruthirds flew overseas as a 
nose gunner.
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Later that month, Cruthirds would have 
two very memorable missions.  Mission #23-
24 over Munich was fairly uneventful until 
the landing.  His plane ran out of fuel over the 
base and lost two engines.  Cruthirds credits 
the pilot with saving the lives of the entire 
crew by safely landing the plane with the two 
remaining engines.  He declares pilot Griff 
the “best pilot I have ever seen.”  Just 11 days 
later, on June 24, Cruthirds was on his 30-
31st mission, another bombing raid of the oil 
refineries in Ploesti, Romania.  On what he 
describes as his “worse [sic] day so far,” they 
made two runs over the target.  On the second 
run, flak came through the front of Cruthirds’ 
turret, hitting him in the head over his left 
eye.  In the absence of water, his crewmate Joe 
used hot coffee to clean the blood off of his 
head and face.  It was a bad day for their entire 
group, with the loss of one plane and damage 
to many others.  Cruthirds didn’t fly again 
until August 9 and received the Purple Heart 
for his wound.  

In contrast with his June missions, his first 
mission back after getting out of the hospital 
was a routine run over Budapest, Hungary.  
The moderate flak was inaccurate, the 
weather was good, and there were no fighters 
protecting their target.  The good fortune 
would not hold, though, and his next mission 
to Ploesti, Romania would prove difficult.  
He writes that this was the roughest mission 
yet, with 7 planes lost.  He was stationed 
in the top turret and flak pierced his plane 
in several places, but no crewmembers were 
seriously injured.  Cruthirds sums up his 
feelings simply, with the phrase “rough war.”

The remainder of Cruthirds’ fifty missions 
progressed much like the others.  Some went 
smoothly with good weather and little flak; 
some were more difficult.  His combat career 
ended with his 50th mission, a bombing raid 
of Bratislava, Czechoslovakia on September 
20, 1944.  In describing his final mission, 
Cruthirds wrote that it “wasn’t so rough” 
and he “didn’t sweat it out like I thought 
I would… not as bad as the last 5.”   After 
fifty missions and four months in combat he 
rotated out of Italy and spent the remainder of 
his time in the Army in non-combat roles.  

He was discharged at Ellington Field, 
Texas on October 21, 1945 after 2 years, 
7 months, and 17 days in the U.S. Army.  
 When Mr. Cruthirds donated his 
flight log and other items to The History 
Center in 2005, they were intended to 
help tell the story of Angelina County 
in World War II for one exhibit, but the 
impact of that donation will be much 
longer.  In addition to the school children 
who hear his story while on tour every 
semester, Mr. Cruthirds’ donation is 
now an exhibit on The History Center’s 
website, www.TheHistoryCenterOnline.
com.  From this site, students, 
teachers, and researchers can learn 
about an Angelina County hero and 
his contributions to one of the most 
important events in American history.  
Students connect so well with the flight 
log while on tours of The History Center, 
staff wanted to make it possible for others 
to benefit.  

On what he described as 
his “worse [sic] day so far,” 
Gayle Cruthirds was wounded 
on a mission over Ploesti, 
Romania on June 24, 1944, 
and was later awarded the 
Purple Heart.  According 
to his flight log, his crew 
was tasked with bombing 
the Romano Americano oil 
refineries and made two runs 
over their target.  He was hit 
on their second run.  Flak 
came through his turret and 
hit him in the head.  With 
the absence of any water or 
antiseptic, a fellow crewman 
used hot coffee to wash the 
blood off of Gayle’s face and 
head.  He spent several weeks 
recuperating from his injury 
and returned to combat duty 
on August 9, 1944.
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Opposite Page:
Published in 1948, the five-volume 
The Fighting Men of Texas honored 
and memorialized Texans who took 

part in World War II.  Gayle Cruthirds’ 
parents presented a complete set to 

their three sons and son-in-law to 
commemorate their participation in 

the war and celebrate that all four 
returned home safely from the war.  All 
four men served in the Army Air Corps, 

Gayle and Leslie Cruthirds in Europe, 
Raymond Cruthirds in the U.S. and 

their brother-in-law Robert Farley in 
India and Burma.  

If teachers are unable to bring their 
students to The History Center, they can 
use the web exhibit as a teaching tool 
– there is even a guide for applying the 
flight log to the TEKS (Texas Essential 
Knowledge and Skills).  The entire log 
is also transcribed and available for 
download.  It is The History Center’s 
hope that this exhibit will not only honor 
Mr. Cruthirds and tell his story, but will 
also encourage students and teachers 
to use primary sources when studying 
history.

Mr. Cruthirds’ flight log has proved 
to be an invaluable source.  With this 
one document we are able to teach about 
history, introduce the importance of 
historic preservation, and provide a source 
for students to practice valuable research 
skills.  As we like to tell the students while 
recounting Mr. Cruthirds’ story, history is 
not always a tale of famous people acting 
in big ways in faraway places.  History is 
often the story of regular people living 
their lives, doing what needs to be done, 
and moving on.  Mr. Cruthirds grew 
up, left Diboll, answered the call, joined 
the fight, and then went back to living.  
Hopefully, students will learn about his 
life’s events and take some of his story 
with them.  If so, The History Center’s 
mission will be a success.

Cruthirds described the mission on June 6, 1944 as the 
“most important mission since the first low level raid.”  
The entire 15th Air Force raided Ploesti, Romania and 
he says, “the sky over Ploesti was filled with 100s of 
bombers.”  Known in history as D-Day, this day saw the 
Allies attacking targets on several fronts, most notably 
on the beaches of Normandy, France.  On the reverse of 
this page, Cruthirds states that they “heard France was 
invaded” on the flight back to base.  
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1. Using native stone and petrified wood gathered near 
Zavalla, in the southeastern corner of Angelina County, 
members of the Civilian Conservation Corps, with the 

assistance of local stonemasons, constructed this rock 
wall for the Texas Forest Service’s Lufkin offices in 1936. 

A Lufkin landmark for more than 70 years, “the rock wall” 
was removed in early 2008 as part of Texas Department 
of Transportation’s US Highway 59 widening project. The 

granite 1936 Texas Centennial Marker, “Angelina County,” 
was relocated to the City of Lufkin’s Louis Bronaugh Park, 

along with some of the stone from the wall. December 
2006 photo by Jonathan Gerland.

2. While dating, Jakie Bob Rushing and R.V. Wilkerson of 
Diboll stopped at the rock wall to take this photograph of 

R.V. in 1946.

1

2
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Bob Weisinger and Ben Wiley, of Burke, Texas, collected these post card images of themselves in 1914 while hunting in 
southeast Texas.
 
1. Photo 1 is labeled as Big Thicket Hunting Camp, Hardin County, November 16, 1914. On Sunday, resting at beautiful 
Menard Creek, four miles northwest of Votaw, Texas.

2. Photo 2, with squirrels and ducks, is labeled as Big Thicket Hunting Camp, November 24, 1914. Camp at Hanners Bend on 
the Trinity River, north of Liberty, in Liberty County.

2

1



30 Th e Pi n e bo u g h

Scrapbook Pages Scrapbook Pages

1. Milam Corbet Conner of Burke, identified as number 7 in the 
photo, served in the newly formed U.S. Army Motor Transport 

Corps (Co. G, 312 M.T.C.) during World War I and following. 
According to his military discharge papers, Private First Class 

Conner left for France on Armistice Day, November 11, 1918, and 
served there 10 months. He was honorably discharged at Camp 
Travis on October 1, 1919. The photograph was made in France, 

and was donated by Conner’s daughter Oneta Hendrick.

2. E.M. Viquesney’s sculpture, “Spirit of the American Doughboy,” 
which sits at the Angelina County courthouse, was dedicated 

by the citizens of Angelina County in 1922 as a memorial to the 
county’s soldiers who gave their lives in World War I. Listed on 
the monument are the names: Captain C.M. McConnico, Floyd 

Kelly Welch, Miles H. Parrish, Clarence E. Murrah, John W. Wells, 
Will Schmidt, Joe Paul Satterfield, Charlie B. Runnels, Connor 

Rice, Benjamin L. McPherson, Burtis Lawrence, Henry Havard, 
Andrew Fisher, Roy A. Crutchfield, James Louis Cobb, Burl J. 
Battenfield, Oscar W. Red, Captain Hugh O’Keeffee Kendrick, 

Henry T. Dixon, Fred R. Lindsey, Curtis F. Seale, Frank W. Weeks, 
Lee Scalise, William L. Sanford, Milton D. Roy, Dewitt F. Penry, 
Daniel S. McDougald, John T. Hudson, Ernest H. Hardy, James 

F. Cunningham, Brittain Plez Cox, Edward L. Chancey, Robert J. 
Anderson, Henry Williams, and C. Weaver Shofner.

Photo 2008 by Jonathan Gerland.

2

1
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In January 2008, Janis Waltman Vaughn donated a dozen Waltman and Courtney family photographs to The History Center.  The Waltman and 
Courtney families have a long history in Angelina County, particularly in the Emporia, Burke, and Prairie Grove communities.  Mrs. Vaughn’s mother, 
Icie Courtney Waltman attended the Prairie Grove School before her marriage to J.W. Waltman in 1914.
Both photos show the students of Prairie Grove School circa 1914.

1: Top Row, Left to Right: Bertha Smith, Mayme Pilly, Icie Courtney, Gina Pickle, Alma Conner, Nannie Davis, Ava Cook, Burlon Russell, Clenton Ellis, 
Bonner Massengale, Henry Wright, Mary Wright, Salira Russell, Sabatha Ford
Second Row, Left to Right: Luther Courtney, Joseph Courtney, Lonzo Courtney, Walter Courtney, Sam Morris, Dewey Davis, Pery Conner, Evie Ann 
Courtney, Mayme Russell, Devilla Courtney, Myrtle Courtney, Lillie Courtney, Verba Courtney, Mary Courtney
Bottom Row, Left to Right: Largent Ford, L.B. Ford, Burton Courtney, Eli McClendon, Warren Russell, Spurgan Davis, Thelma Davis, Myrtle 
McClendon, Alice Courtney, Ora Lee Courtney, Ocliva Morris, Etta Wright, Branon Russell
Teacher - Miss Laura Davis, who later married Frank Squyres

2: Icie Courtney is on the back row, 6th from the left.  

1

2
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The earliest federal topographic surveys of our region were 
performed in 1927 and 1928. The area surveyed was about 24 miles 
(straight line distance) of the Neches River valley between Rockland, 
in Tyler County, and Stovall Lake, in Angelina County. The survey also 
included portions of Jasper and Polk counties.

As the news clippings from 1927 and 1933 explain, the reason 
stated for the topographic surveys was the location of a dam and reservoir 
to supply the water needs of municipalities, industries, and agricultural 
businesses in the region, as well as prevent floods and create “the 
playground of southeast Texas.” A tall order to fill and an environmental 
nightmare should it come to pass, especially at this late date, the lake has 
never been built. It does, however, remain on long range plans.

The proposed placement of the dam has been near Alligator 
Lake, just downstream from Best (Bess) Bend. Recent models show 
levees stretching northward to nearly Nancy, about 6 miles away, to 
protect U.S. Highway 69 (old state highway 40). Shawnee Creek would 
flood to a point north of Manning and the impounded waters of the 
Neches channel would back up north of State Highway 94, more than 38 
miles away.

 The map section is reproduced from a 1931 edition of the 
Zavalla quadrangle of a United States Geological Survey 15-minute 
topographic map.
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1 and 2: Camp Nancy was an Angelina County Lumber 
Company logging camp during the 1920s and early 1930s 

and a Civilian Conservation Corps camp during the late 
1930s. The map on the previous page identifies Nancy 

about 6 miles north of the Neches River on state highway 
40 (today’s US 69) in the virgin longleaf pine forest of 

southeastern Angelina County. The map also shows the 
camp’s logging railroad, which ran westward from Southern 

Pacific’s Beaumont-Dallas mainline. The clippings tell of 
Angelina County Lumber Company’s implementation of 
Texas’ first large reforestation project (planting 20,000 

slash pine and 180,000 longleaf pine seedlings), at Camp 
Nancy, several years prior to Nancy becoming headquarters 
of CCC troops that replanted pines in the newly established 

Angelina National Forest.

3 and 4: Randy Winston, a grandson of Angelina County 
Lumber Company owner Simon Henderson, donated these 

two photos to The History Center, along with several others, 
a few years ago. Your editor believes these two images 
show Nancy operations during the early 1920s: a 4-line 

steam skidder at work in open longleaf pine territory and 
longleaf pines faced, boxed, and cupped for turpentining 

operations. Note on the previous page’s map the 
identification of Turpentine Creek, just west of Nancy.
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1-3: During the Great Depression of the early 1930s, headlines 
filled newspapers across the country with news of various 

robberies and holdups. In East Texas such crimes often 
involved lumber company commissaries and safes. On the 

night of February 28, 1930 the Angelina County Lumber 
Company commissary at Nancy was broken into and its 

safe was blown open and robbed. The thieves took money, 
postage stamps, medicine, and groceries. At the time it was 

believed one lock to the commissary was opened with a key, 
while another was pried open, and the safe was opened with 

explosives. The following night an armed burglar attempted to 
rob the Southern Pine Lumber Company safe at Diboll but was 

frightened away by employees Mr. and Mrs. Fred Nelson. 

4: This clipping tells of the robbery of a Shreveport, Houston 
& Gulf railway train carrying the payroll of the Carter-Kelley 
Lumber Company at Manning, in eastern Angelina County. 

Early Huntington-area resident Bob Poland remembers these 
same robbers were later caught robbing a Huntington bank 

and then confessed to the train robbery.

1

2
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1. During the 1940s and early 1950s, 
lumber companies from Angelina and 

surrounding counties paraded various floats 
and forestry equipment down Lufkin’s First 

Street in celebration of the area’s forest 
heritage. Representing Southern Pine 

Lumber Company, Lottie Wimp (left) and 
Flava Vaughn (right) ride the hood of a Jeep 

in the 1948 Texas Forest Festival Parade.

2. Arthur Temple Sr., president of Southern 
Pine Lumber Company and Temple Lumber 

Company, stands with camera in hand on 
the awning of the Perry Building during the 
1950 parade. Note the Pines Theater in the 

background, featuring the newly released 
“The Black Rose,” a Technicolor picture 

starring Tyrone Power, Orson Welles, and 
Cecile Aubry.

1

2
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Last year Brett Stanaker, a Union Pacific locomotive 
engineer in Houston, donated 14 vintage photographs 
depicting Diboll area logging operations during the middle to 
late 1910s. His great-grandfather, Andrew N. “Poly” McEwin 
(1892-1920), worked for Southern Pine Lumber Company 
and passed down the photographs to his descendants. 
We featured two of the photos in last year’s Pine Bough 
Magazine, page 35, showing in one photo McEwin and 
his fellow woods workers eating their lunches from syrup, 
lard, and coffee buckets, and in the other a double-headed 
log train taking on water at an unknown location, possibly 
Gilbert, in Angelina County on the Neches River, near Alcedo 
logging camp.

This year we feature another photo from the collection 
(image 1), which shows an unidentified log camp scene, 
which may be Alcedo (in Angelina County), but because of 
the likely date of about 1915 to 1920, could also be one 
of the Southern Pine Lumber Company camps at Bluff 
City (in Houston County) or White City (in San Augustine 
County). Note the railroad boxcar-style houses, one of which 
is identified as the drug store. The rectangular shaped 
buildings were known as “boxcar houses” because of their 
resemblance to a railroad freight boxcar and because they 
were designed to be transported on railroad log cars (flat 
or skeleton). Image 2, from one of our other collections, 
illustrates the houses being loaded onto rail log cars by the 
steam log loader.

1

2
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1. The Neches River valley features natural beauty around nearly every river bend, and except for an occasional bridge or camp house is largely unmarked by 
man-made structures. Rocky Shoals, located one mile north-northeast of Rockland (31 degrees, 1 minute and 47.07 seconds N and 94 degrees, 22 minutes and 
47.62 seconds W) prevented upriver steam boat traffic during all but high water levels more than a century ago. Situated about two and a quarter river miles 
downstream from the US Highway 69 bridge, the falls are regularly frequented by soaring bald eagles, which were seen on the occasion of this October 25, 2008 
photo, taken looking towards the Angelina National Forest, Jasper County. Photo by Jonathan Gerland.

2. A man-made structure between Cherokee and Anderson counties since 1909, the Texas State Railroad bridge over the Neches River was reconstructed 
of concrete in 1980. At three river miles downstream from the US Highway 84 bridge, Richard Donovan canoes underneath as eastward moving Texas State 
Railroad Engine 7 and train passes overhead on May 3, 2008. Photo by Jonathan Gerland.

1

2
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1. Farrah Fawcett-Majors was the 
emcee at the Miss Lufkin pageant in 
April 1976. Teresa Segrest (far right) 
won the pageant. Teresa is pictured 
with, from left, Sissy Henderson, Miss 
Congeniality; Francis Madison, first 
runner-up; and Farrah. This was just 
prior to the summer release of Farrah’s 
famous red bathing suit pin-up poster 
and the fall premiere of the television 
series “Charlie’s Angels.”

2. In June 1978 the Lufkin Recreation 
and Parks Department and the Angelina 
County Youth Advisory Council co-
sponsored a skateboard derby at 
Chestnut Village in Lufkin. Contestants 
raced the clock as they wheeled their 
boards up and down ramps through an 
obstacle course. In the front row, left 
to right, are ages 10-12 winners Jay 
Morris (third place), Chris Clearwater 
(second place), Ted Cheavens (first 
place), and David Williams (fourth 
place); ages 7 to 9 winners Scott 
Maberry (first place) and Robert Phillip 
(second place). In the second row are 
Patsy Hines (director of the Angelina 
County Youth Advisory Council), ages 
13 to 15 winners Robert Fenton (first 
place), Scotty Tatum (third place), 
Mike Reid (second place), and Joe 
Teer (fourth place); and Kip Sutherland 
(Lufkin Recreation & Parks Department 
coordinator). In the back row are 
Doug Schutza (first place, ages 16 
to 18, and first place overall), Mike 
Maberry (owner of Wheel World and 
event co-sponsor), and other ages 
16 to 18 winners John Jones (fourth 
place) and Jim Watson (second place). 
Trophies and ribbons were given to all 
winners and the top prize was a new 
skateboard.

1

2
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1. During the late 1950s, when this photo was made, 
Temple Industries employed its own truck drivers to 

transport their finished products. Standing left to right are 
Leonard Busby, Verdell Graham, Everitt Franks, Jesse Carr, 

and Harvey Clifton Tobias. Kneeling left to right are Cecil 
Harper, Bill Jones, Carl Amason, and L.D. Smith. Busby and 

Carr received the Hobbs Knight of the Road awards for 
exemplary driving courtesies and service. Busby’s, Carr’s, 
and Smith’s families have donated a uniform, cap, and a 

scrapbook to The History Center in honor of their many 
years of service.

2. George and Mary Selman drove big rig trucks for the 
Temple companies during the 1960s and early 1970s. 
According to George, he began in 1961 and wife Mary 
joined him in 1967 as the first woman truck driver for 

Temple. They made the long hauls, mostly in Texas, but 
occasionally to Kansas and Missouri, hauling “everything 

but logs,” George says, until the company ceased 
employing its own truckers in the early 1970s.

1

2



Scrapbook Pages Scrapbook Pages

43De c e m b e r 2008

Clearcut forests presented a stark greeting to motorists along FM 1818 earlier this year. The stretch of state highway between US 59 and US 69 
in southern Angelina County is a portion of the Texas Historical Commission’s designated Texas Forest Trail, part of the state agency for historic 
preservation’s proclaimed “top tourism initiative.” Although clearcutting has been an accepted, yet controversial, industry practice for decades, best 
management practices have long established and protected Aesthetic Management Zones, or AMZ’s, along public roadways, shielding the public from 
what many, including at least one top industry leader, have called “visual pollution.” One of the clearcuts shown here also included trees, some of them 
hardwoods, that were harvested within the state’s public right-of-way boundary.
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1. The late Grady Singletary of Cherokee County donated this photo to us a few years ago. It shows a Cotton Belt railway motor car 
train at Wildhurst in about 1920. Wildhurst, located 22 miles northwest of Lufkin, was a Chronister Lumber Company sawmill town 
in Cherokee County.

2. A Cotton Belt time table showing train schedules between Tyler and Lufkin in 1920. The arrow marks Wildhurst.

3. A 5-cent Chronister Lumber Company metal trade token, from the collection of Buster Harber of Nacogdoches.

1

2

3
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In 1925 the state of Texas enacted legislation providing for the establishment of game preserves. To form the preserves, the state leased private land 
in order to stock and manage wildlife. As this February 1926 clipping reports, Southern Pine Lumber Company, along with I.D. Fairchild, E.J. Conn, 
J.W. Hawkins, and John S. Redditt leased 30,000 acres in Angelina County to the state fish and game commission for a preserve in the southern part 
of the county along the Neches River, between Diboll and Manning. They planned to stock deer, quail, turkey, and fish. Two months later, in April 1926, 
Southern Pine Lumber Company leased another 20,000 acres in Houston and Trinity counties to the state for another game preserve.



NEWS & N E W S  &  N O T I C E S

RESEARCHERS and OTHER VISITORS 
 We directly served nearly 600 researchers during the year 
(154 on-site and at least another 440 by mail, email, and 
telephone). Total in-person visitors were more than 4,800. Our 
visitors traveling the farthest distances were from Canada and 
France.

WEBSITE 
 Visitors to the website numbered more than 19,000, 
who loaded more than 60,000 pages. The online exhibits and 
publications sections continue to be our most popular pages, 
but increased usage of the research section continues. In the 
fall we began adding oral history transcripts and research 
collection finding guides to the site, accessible through the 
Research Page as PDF files. Also, an online exhibit featuring 
a World War II flight log kept by B-24 Bomber nose gunner 
Gayle Cruthirds of Diboll was added. A transcription of the 

entire log, along with recommendations to utilize the log in 
Fifth Grade state standardized studies is included. If you haven’t 
done so lately, visit our website and the new additions, which 
can be found at www.TheHistoryCenterOnline.com.

TOURS and PROGRAMS
 Staff-guided tours for the year included several boy 
scout and girl scout troops, a couple of area nursing homes, 
Lufkin Seniors Kiwanis Club, several groups of the Diboll 
Boys & Girls Club, students from Lufkin’s High School, 
Garrett Primary School, and Herty Primary School, Houston’s 
Salvation Army Harbor Light Choir, a Houston-area seniors 
touring group, students from Buckner Place Children’s School 
of Lufkin, and Lufkin’s Don Boyd Summer Camp. Also, 
four shows of the City of Diboll’s Community Update (local 
cable channel 15) were filmed at the Center, during February, 
March, and April, including one show featuring The History 

Lufkin’s Pace Kindergarten 
classes from the Garrett campus 

visited us in March.
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The History Center hosted 
several editions of Community 
Update, which aired on Lufkin 

local cable channel 15. Here the 
show’s host Martha Hernandez 

and Center director Jonathan 
Gerland visit on the set before 

filming in late March. Jonathan 
was interviewed concerning the 
Center’s mission and activities.
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Center. The Center also hosted several meetings of the Diboll 
Historical Society, an executive committee meeting of the 
Angelina County Historical Commission, as well as a meeting 
of the Education Committee of the Friends of the National 
Forests and Grasslands in Texas, and the Diboll football team 
posed for a team photo with Engine 13.

Offsite programs were presented by the director to the 
Angelina County Retired Teachers’ Association in January, 
classes of Stephen F. Austin State University history majors 
in March and September, the Angelina Rotary Club in April, 
Hardin County’s Sesquicentennial History Forum in October, 
and in August he gave the keynote address at Texas A&M 
University at Commerce’s Second Annual Cotton Belt Railroad 
Symposium.

The director attended the spring (in February) and fall (in 
September) meetings of the East Texas Historical Association 
in Tyler and Nacogdoches and the director and archivist 

attended the annual meeting of the Society of Southwest 
Archivists (SSA), in Houston, in May. Our archivist, Emily, 
chairs the SSA scholarship committee and she is also serving 
on the local arrangements committee for the upcoming 2009 
meeting in Shreveport.

COLLECTIONS
 There were 37 accessions of new archival material 
this year, including the continued acquisition of Temple-
Inland land and forest management records. In January, Bill 
Goodrum transferred approximately eleven cubic feet of his 
papers, which mostly cover Temple-Inland’s forestry practices 
between 1998 and 2002. These have been processed with 
a detailed finding guide. In addition, approximately 200 
USGS topographical maps and approximately 100 forest 
maps created by Temple-Inland mostly during the past two to 
three years (and mostly of East Texas lands) were transferred, 
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Delwyn Maas of Goodrich celebrated his 90th 
birthday at the Center with his wife and children 
in April and especially enjoyed Engine 13 and the 
railroad exhibits.

(left) JoAnn Baucum of California visited us in May. Her grandfather, Ed Baucum, 
was an early engineer for Texas Southeastern Railroad. She enjoyed viewing the 
various records in our holdings, including TSE Railroad time books, which contained 
information on her grandfather.

(above) Students from 
Buckner Children’s Place 
visited us in June.
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reviewed and identified in March and April. Also, land 
ownership records on nine DVDs were transferred. In 
August we obtained a series of 51 forest maps and PDF files 
that highlight Temple-Inland’s forest holdings prior to and 
following large-scale divestiture. We continue to seek more 
of Temple-Inland’s forest management archives.

The retyping of oral history interviews (for eventual 
web delivery) began earlier this year primarily utilizing 
Saturday student help and a few volunteers from the Diboll 
Historical Society. More than three dozen transcripts have 
been completed and most of these have been abstracted 
and converted into PDF files. Some have been added to 
our website. Also, website additions include the ability to 
offer our finding guides online, and we are proceeding at 
completing as many of these as possible for eventual web 
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delivery. Processing the so-called “commissary papers” 
are nearing completion, with several record groups nearly 
ready for web delivery of finding guides. Subject indexing 
the Diboll and Lufkin newspapers also continues, with 
more than 12,000 entries made during the past year.

HURRICANE IKE
 The History Center survived Hurricane Ike with 
hardly a scratch, although some of the landscaping did 
not fair too well. We lost several large myrtle bushes and 
a maple tree, but we were closed only two-and-a-half days 
due to the loss of electricity. Nevertheless, the temperature 
in the well-insulated archives never reached above 70 
degrees. 

Robert Ramsey, Jr. donated a collection of 
artifacts and papers documenting his father 

Robert Ramsey Sr.’s long career in education and 
his own academic and athletic accomplishments.  

Robert Ramsey, Sr., still beloved by his former 
students, served as Diboll High School’s principal 
for 27 years and his son was one of DHS’s most 

accomplished athletes.

Students from Buckner Children’s Place visited us in June.

The Harbor Light Choir of the Salvation Army in Houston visited us in August and treated staff 
to a stirring rendition of “When the Saints Go Marching In.”
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Reba Parker of Goodrich visited in September 
and shared her memories of living at the 
Southern Pine Lumber Company logging 
camp known as Camp Edna, near Goodrich in 
Polk County. Southern Pine Lumber Company 
maintained this camp during the late 1920s 
and early 1930s. It served the logging 
operations along the Trinity River, mostly in 
San Jacinto County. Mrs. Parker is shown 
here holding a photograph of a steel railroad 
trestle SPLCo built across the river to access 
the timber. She remembers riding railroad 
handcars down to the river as a child.

Five classes of second-graders from Lufkin’s Herty Primary School visited us in early November. Here is Mrs. Zimmerman’s class.
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