The
Volume 21
December 2016

History
OUR HISTORY

With remarkable innocence Europe entered the Great War in the summer of
1914. Many thought it would be over by Christmas. Four years later, over 16 million
combatants and civilians were dead as a result. The “war to end all wars” was nothing
of the kind and was renamed simply the “First World War” just a brief generation
later.
In America, Europe’s initial innocence and the resulting trench warfare were
reminiscent of our own Civil War fought a half century earlier. We were reluctant
to enter such a fight, half a world away, but mounting atrocities and unrestricted
submarine warfare eventually brought the United States into the war, and in a sense,
into the world.
The romance of chivalric warfare died in the muddy, blood-filled, shovel-dug
trenches overseas. World War I was an industrial war, which could be won only by
protracted attrition. Land seized mattered less than the slow exhaustion of a nation’s
material and human resources, civilians as well as soldiers.
The war introduced a number of inventions that forever influenced the waging
of wars. The tank, the submarine, and the warplane exposed the earth, sea, and sky
to mankind’s sinister designs as never before. The machine gun, flame-throwers,
Jonathan K. Gerland
grenade-launchers, massive battle ships, and chemical warfare added to the terror. The world
Executive Director
could claim innocence no more.
The war created and established world politics and revolutions still unsettled, which
muddied the relationships between governments, economies, and the individual. The United States was no longer
isolated and protected by oceans and military might, politically or otherwise, as the influenza pandemic that hit our
nation’s shores in 1918 and 1919 further revealed. It was the new plague.
Significant change occurred at home during the war. We became
more mobile and modern. The automobile assembly line and
commercial airline travel both began in 1914. The Texas Highway
Department formed in 1917, largely to accept and administer
federal transportation dollars. The federal income tax began
in 1913. Movies came of age, and in the immediate aftermath
of the war, radio. National women’s suffrage advanced greatly
during the war, with passage of the nineteenth amendment to the
Constitution resulting just after the war.
Today, in America, it seems World War I has become almost a
forgotten war. The year 2017 marks the centennial of our entrance
into the Great War, and The History Center wants to remember
the sacrifices and contributions of those who have gone before us.
We therefore dedicate the better part of this year’s Pine Bough to
that purpose.
With warmest regards,

Jonathan K. Gerland
Diboll, Texas
Angelina County’s “Spirit of the American
Doughboy” statue stands in Lufkin, recording
the names of 35 war dead. See details within.
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ANGELINA
In the Great War

By Emily E. Hyatt

An Angelina County boy waves a flag, ca. 1917. During World War I,
the county’s citizens rallied behind local soldiers, took part in patriotic
demonstrations, purchased liberty bonds, and conserved resources.
Patriotism was evident throughout the war’s duration.
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Almost 100 years ago, the United States
Declared War on Germany and the
other Central Powers, joining the Allies
in the “war to end all wars.” From the
April 6, 1917 Declaration of War to
the November 11, 1918 Armistice, the
American people pledged their sons, their
money, and their industry to support
France, Britain, and Russia against
Germany, Austria-Hungary, and the
Ottoman Empire. Though the United
States would only formally be involved
in the war for less than 2 years, it was a
period that saw sweeping technological
and social change, setting the stage for
the country’s future involvement in world
conflicts – at the cost of the lives of at
least 35 local men. While the battlefields
of France and
Belgium were far away from Angelina
County, the events in the trenches were
of great interest to those left at home.

The Pine Bough

The citizens of Diboll celebrated Flag Day in 1918 with patriotic fervor. The crowds gathered in front of the Southern Pine Lumber Company Commissary building, where
speakers stood on a makeshift stage. Flag Day, which is celebrated on June 14, commemorates the day the 2nd Continental Congress adopted the United States Flag. The
day took on special meaning during World War I, serving as a day to rally citizens in a time when patriotic morale was seen as a necessary component of home front war
activities.

Angelina County closely followed news of the
war even before it was a war. From the time of
the assassination of the Austrian Archduke Franz
Ferdinand in June 1914, local citizens joined
in national discussions about preparedness long
before the war was declared in Washington. A few
locals even travelled to Europe to take part in the
war efforts before the United States was officially
involved, including Victor Daniels of Lufkin, who
served as a British Army dispatch rider at Ypres in
1917.1 Local politicians and news editors hashed
out their opinions, businessmen wrote editorials –
lively debate was evident in newspaper accounts.
Local Representative Martin Dies was against war
preparedness, and he travelled the country speaking
out against military funding because it could be seen
as a provocation that would inevitably lead to war.
Local feelings were mixed – many people wanted
to avoid war, but they also wanted to be prepared
in case it came (and many were convinced it would
come). Once President Wilson became in favor
of preparedness, Angelina’s opinion was set. Dies
would receive an election challenger in 1916, but
his seat was not in real danger. Angelina loved its
representative and would reelect him, all the while
calling for him to support the President.2
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By March of 1917, the pages of the Lufkin Daily
News were filled with talk of war, from a March
21st declaration of a “virtual state of war” to an
announcement on the 23rd that all local men should
prepare for war, to national officials warning that
the U.S. Navy needed men. Once war came, the
police forces and Marine Corps would also need to
fill their ranks, according to local news. After war
was declared in April, preparations began in earnest.
On May 2, the News was confident in asserting that
the “expeditionary force will cross Atlantic” at the
discretion of the European Allies. Recruitment and
training were time sensitive issues, but departure for
Europe would depend on Atlantic shipping logistics.
American shipping had kept British and French
civilians and soldiers from starving, and diverting
ships to carry men, as needed as they were, had to be
balanced with the material needs of a continent that
had been fighting for 3 years.3
ANGELINA ANSWERS THE CALL
Despite calls to prepare for war before it was
declared, the United States armed forces were small
and ill-equipped in April 1917. Though the U.S.
was involved in military action in several areas in
the preceding decades, there were many Americans
uncomfortable with the idea of a large, permanent
3

Lufkin’s famous Hoo-Hoo Band performed for local events and also traveled around the United States performing for lumber industry gatherings. They performed at the
Lufkin train station in 1917 during the farewell to McConnico’s Company.

armed forces. There was a small, well-trained Army
and several national and state guard units that had seen
action on the U.S.-Mexico border, but many of those
units had been deactivated. The U.S. needed soldiers
and there were several ways to get them. The Selective
Service Act of 1917 brought a draft during the
summer of 1917 and the regular army and state guards
began their calls for volunteers. Angelina County men
served in both capacities.
Perhaps the most beloved of the volunteer units
to include Angelina County men was recruited by
Christopher Marion “Kit” McConnico, a long-time
Lufkin resident and veteran of prior military service.
In June 1917, he informed the Lufkin Daily News that
he had been given a commission to recruit an infantry
unit of the Texas State Guard. The all-volunteer unit
would muster in July and begin training in August,
or so he planned. Those joining his unit, known at
that time as Company M, Texas State Guard, would
only serve for the duration of the war (while those
drafted into the regular Army would serve as long
as the Army wanted them), they would make $30$54 a month, with clothes and board included, and
perhaps most important to all, they would serve
beside their neighbors under the command of local
officers. Captain McConnico admitted to the News
that it was possible that the guard unit would go to
4

This recruitment ad for the Texas National Guard ran in the June
13, 1917 Lufkin Daily News. The Guard recruiters were trying to
convince local men to join their units instead of waiting for a draft,
enticing them with promises of service with their neighbors for just
the duration of the war and a salary plus free board and clothes.
The Pine Bough

Throughout the war, the American Red Cross and other service
organizations held meetings to support war efforts locally and abroad.
Local groups would knit scarves and socks and other necessities to be
sent to soldiers in training and in France, organize entertainment for
troops stationed in the area, and put on patriotic programs to remind
locals of those fighting and keep spirits high.

On June 18, 1917, the Lufkin Daily News reported on a“Patriotic Demonstration” in
Lufkin that involved people from “every section of Angelina County” in support of
Captain McConnico and his efforts to raise a company of local men for the Texas
National Guard. The open-air meeting was characterized with “seriousness and
solemnity” as dignitaries gave speeches to stir the patriotic spirit within the citizens
of Angelina County.

war in Europe, but he had been assured that the
regular Army (including draftees) would be sent
first, followed by seasoned Guard units, and only
then would the newly recruited Guard units be sent
to the trenches of France and Belgium. The News
held McConnico in high esteem, congratulating the
enlistees for having such a capable leader.4 Though
illness would prevent McConnico from leading his
men to battle, he was remembered with fondness
and honored as a leader and patriot after his death in
1919.5
McConnico lost no time recruiting local
men into his company and he seemed to have
no shortage of volunteers. By the end of June,
Company M was one of the fastest Guard units
to recruit its full strength and it included current
Angelina County residents and those who had
moved away. Whether it was because of patriotic
duty or a desire to control some part of fate
by avoiding the draft, the lure of serving with
neighbors and friends was strong.
In addition to giving its sons as soldiers,
the citizens of Lufkin threw in their lot with
McConnico’s company. The company was expected
to officially form in July and stay in Lufkin for 10
days, heading out for training in August. Army
bureaucracy moved slower than patriotic fervor
though, so McConnico and his men remained in
D e c e m b e r 2016

Lufkin until September 6, 1917. In the meantime,
Lufkin families housed some out of town soldiers in
their own homes, provided blankets and quilts for
the ones who lived in the make-shift barracks, and
offered diversions and entertainments throughout
the months of July and August. Members of First
Baptist Church hosted a picnic lunch and the First
Methodist Church put on a special service for
the company, with rousing patriotic speeches and
hymns and prayers for victory. Methodist minister
Reverend Timmons joined Company M as their
chaplain, assuring Lufkin’s citizens that he would
look after the spiritual health of their sons.6
When it was time for Company M to depart
for training at Camp Bowie in Ft. Worth, Lufkin
turned out to bid them goodbye with speeches and
a parade – despite McConnico’s attempt to maintain
some secrecy for their movements. He announced no
departure date, but when he ordered the company’s
supplies to be delivered to the railway station by 4:00
p.m. on September 6, word traveled quickly. Lufkin’s
ladies packed lunches for the soldiers to take on their
journey. The HooHoo band played patriotic songs to
escort the men to the train, followed by Confederate
veterans, family members, and townspeople. There
were more speeches and thanks, and by 6:00 pm,
Lufkin’s Company M was headed north. Local lawyer
Sam Sayers spoke to the gathered crowd, declaring,
5

Burtis Lawrence’s Family,
ca 1912. Burtis is the tall
young man standing behind
his mother.

Burke native Milam Corbet Connor enlisted in the United States Army on September 6, 1918 in Beaumont, Texas and departed for France on the day the Armistice was
signed, November 11, 1918. He served in France until September 8, 1919 and was discharged on October 1, 1919 at Camp Travis in San Antonio, Texas. He is number 7
in this photograph, which is a postcard labeled “Photographie Militaire 139, Rue du Hautoir. Bordeaux.”
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Corbett Conner (L) and Carter Renfro (R) pose in their uniforms
during World War I.

“Angelina has given the best of her young and
patriotic manhood.” The following day, the Lufkin
Daily News recounted the scene of their leaving,
describing a crowd with “tear-dimmed eyes, aching
hearts, and an entire town in mourning.” Patriotic
fervor was undimmed, but the reality of young men
leaving for uncertain futures was a sad prospect. One
of the only full-strength locally recruited companies,
and for a time the largest in the Guard, Company M
was fully equipped thanks to Angelina’s generosity.
The ladies’ packed lunches proved more necessary
than they could have predicted – after a long, all
D e c e m b e r 2016

Thomas Lewis Latané Temple, Jr. (1887-1947), son of Southern Pine
Lumber Company’s founder, served with the American Expeditionary
Forces in France during World War I. Here T.L.L. Temple, Jr. (right) poses
with a French soldier, ca. 1918.

night train journey stopping along the way to pick
up companies from Tyler and other northern towns,
Company M arrived in Fort Worth during the end
of a horrible storm. Camp Bowie was still assessing
damage and the Lufkin men were able to eat the
remains of their basket lunches and share with other
soldiers until dining and cooking facilities could be
repaired.
Just a month later, Lufkin’s Company M became
Company D, 143rd Infantry when the Army
reorganized Guard units and began integrating the
state units into the larger organization. They were
7

Advertisements like this one from 1918 ran throughout the war, encouraging those at home to keep working and conserving and sending money and
resources to help the war efforts. Although women did not join the work force in numbers as great as they would in World War II, they did participate in
wartime manufacturing as men enlisted or were drafted into the armed forces.

part of the Army’s 36th Infantry Division, which
was largely made up of volunteers from Texas
and Oklahoma. The 250-strong Lufkin company
retained their identity and officers due to their large
number – smaller companies were combined and
officers shuffled around. They remained at Camp
Bowie until their journey to Europe began late the
following spring and summer, and although they
were only in Europe a few short months before the
war ended on November 11, 1918, the 143rd fought
at St. Etienne in the larger battle of the MeuseArgonne in October 1918.
Dr. Peyton Denman also organized a volunteer
group. His Sanitary Detachment of the 5th Texas
Infantry formed in July 1917. According to a July
11th notice in the Lufkin Daily News, he needed
recruits that had finished high school but preferred
they have some higher education. He especially
desired medical and pharmacy students. These
students would have a chance to serve their country
in a volunteer unit and also gain valuable medical
knowledge and experience. Dr. Denman assured
8

them in the long run it would be more useful to
their medical careers than staying in school during
the war. He had some East Texas recruits join him,
but his unit included several men from other parts of
Texas. In October 1918 he wrote to his parents from
“somewhere in France” to assure them of his health
and safety. He said the army was involved in “very
hard fighting” and he and his “boys” were doing
“lots and lots of surgery.”7
Not all of Angelina’s World War I soldiers joined
one of the volunteer units. Just as in communities
across the United States, men between the ages of
21 and 31 were required to register for selective
service and the draft. In June 1917, the Lufkin Daily
News reported that registration was going well in
the county, with over 2,000 eligible men already
registered and reported only one known draft
dodger, although the News did not identify him.8
Before the draft began in July, the paper urged the
eligible men to volunteer because that was the only
way for them to be guaranteed a place in a unit with
their neighbors. The News published the names of
The Pine Bough

Liberty Loan Bond drives
were an effort to fund the
war without directly raising
taxes. Financial institutions,
like Guaranty State Bank
and Trust (in this ad) offered
the bonds to the public and
promised 3.5% interest for
investors. Buying bonds
was viewed as a patriotic
act necessary to supply the
nation’s soldiers with the
things they needed to win the
war. During periods of special
fundraising, communities
held bond drives and the
newspaper would publish the
names of prominent citizens
and the amount they donated.
Companies encouraged their
employees to contribute and
kept track of participation
rates. E.C. Durham and T. L.
L. Temple were pleased with
Diboll’s participation in a
1918 bond drive.

all the men who registered, and as the draft began,
they published the numbers and names of each
man chosen. By September 5, the first draftees from
Angelina headed to Camp Travis in San Antonio
for training and the paper sent them off with
encouraging words assuring them that their purpose
was “most patriotic and humane” and charged them
to “return safely with a record that old Angelina will
be proud of.”9
HOME FRONT
As Angelina’s troops prepared to leave, whether
they expected to spend the war stateside, or guarding
the southern border, or in the trenches of France,
the county’s citizens geared up to support them and
various other government initiatives. Government
officials, churches, families, businessmen, and
civic groups organized entertainment for waiting
troops, greeted troop trains, bought liberty bonds,
joined the Red Cross, supported relief efforts, and
attended speeches and meetings. On June 18,
1917, the Lufkin Daily News reported on a patriotic
demonstration in town and on July 2 announced
an effort to provide relief funds for Armenian
and Syrian people in the “Bible Lands.” A local
committee would raise funds to be sent to the
national committee for support of people pushed
out of their homes in the Ottoman Empire. Today
this tragic part of the war is known as the Armenian
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24-year-old Burtis Alonzo Lawrence’s draft card. He claimed
an exemption as the sole supporter of his mother and younger
siblings, but was denied. Courtesy National Archives and Records
Administration via Family Search database.

Genocide.10 By the fall of 1917, patriotic support
efforts had become more organized, and more than
100 citizens attended a September meeting called to
explore interest in forming a Lufkin Home Guard.
This group was formed to protect the area from warrelated dangers. Red Cross meetings were widely
advertised, if not always well attended, and the paper
included knitting directions in many of its issues for
local ladies interested in providing knitted necessities
to overseas troops.
Home front activities were not all patriotic
bunting and rousing speeches, however. In October
local attorney C.B. Collins was appointed to head
up food conservation for a 7-county area. Texas was
divided into districts and each district was charged
with conserving food so more could be sent to
troops at home and abroad. The Lufkin Daily News
also ran articles warning locals about the dangers of
espionage, giving tips for recognizing potential spies
and guidelines for making sure citizens did not leak
any information that might help the enemy.11
As the war continued into 1918 and local men
moved from training camps to the frontlines, the
war’s toll became more obvious at home. The Lufkin
Daily News published casualty lists daily, and the
names of Angelina County men started appearing on
the local pages. Deserters were also a problem, and
in July 1918 two men fled through the area, holing
9

Angelina County native Howard Walker would become a
pivotal figure for the development of the county’s schools
in the middle of the 20th century. Before that, though, he
served on the U.S.S. North Carolina during the summer and
fall of 1918.

In 2004, the History Center received this photo of World War I era soldier
Robert Rollins in a collection of Smith and Ligon family photos. Our
attempts at identifying his name and military service have not led to
any information – if readers know anything more about him, we would
appreciate knowing who this veteran was and more about his life.
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up near Southern Pine Lumber Company operations
near White City and San Augustine. During the first
attempt to capture them, they killed one Ranger and
wounded another, which brought out a posse of local
law enforcement including Angelina County’s sheriff.
C.B. Collins was able to negotiate with the fugitives
to prevent further bloodshed; after their capture they
were returned to the Army in San Antonio. The event
was so noteworthy that Texas Southeastern Railroad
General Manager E.C. Durham mentioned it in a
letter to Southern Pine Lumber Company President
T.L.L. Temple.12 Later that year, the Lufkin Daily
News announced that witnesses to the event should
be expecting a subpoena to the court marshal trial.13
Spanish Influenza also visited Angelina County
in the fall of 1918. The newspaper recounts sickness
and local deaths and by October 9 the illness was
so widespread that the mayor of Lufkin declared all
public places including schools, stores, churches, and
government offices closed until this wave passed.
East Texas was not as heavily affected by the flu as
more urban areas of the country, but the numbers
were big enough that these precautions were seen as
prudent. E.C. Durham reported 60 cases of the flu
in Diboll on October 22, but told T.L.L. Temple it
looked like the outbreak was nearly done by

mid November and Diboll planned to reopen schools
on November 18. Some would still be reported for
a few weeks, however.14 Angelina County’s soldiers
also suffered from the disease, and although all of the
records are not available it seems that many, if not
most of the county’s war dead succumbed to disease,
not war wounds.15
WARTIME INDUSTRY
Although Angelina County didn’t have any
large factories that took part in wartime production,
its lumber industry was affected by the war. Local
industries would have felt the loss of men who
enlisted or were drafted. They also had to work
around frequent troop trains that monopolized
railroad cars and could play havoc with railroad
timetables.16 The most important impact of the
war on local industry was the government’s new,
immediate need for lumber. Ships, barracks, cartons,
boxes, crates, storage buildings – they all required
lumber, and the Southern Yellow Pine forests were
poised to provide it. In May 1917, the Lufkin Daily
News carried word that the United States government
had placed the largest ever lumber order for 2 billion
board feet.17 By August, the first waves of Americans
were beginning to arrive in Europe and they needed

Howard Walker’s World War I diary begins on April 22,
1918, where he describes his enlistment experience. At
the end of the school year, he traveled to Houston where
he joined the United States Navy, boarded a train that
evening, and started training the next day in New Orleans,
Louisiana. In his memoirs published in 1992, Walker says
that he joined and shipped out so quickly to avoid having
to go home and say goodbye to his family.
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housing and storage buildings, prompting more calls
for lumber.18
Angelina County industries were encouraged
to contribute in other ways, particularly through
liberty bond drives and troop support. Industries
also encouraged their employees to purchase
Liberty Bonds, and to further encourage this, the
Lufkin Daily News regularly published the names
and amounts in the paper. Southern Pine Lumber
Company President T.L.L. Temple encouraged
his employees to take part and discussed Diboll’s
contributions with his department heads. In October
1918, E.C. Durham reported that Diboll had
performed well in the most recent Liberty Bond
drive. When the Liberty Bond train stopped in
Diboll, the officials told Durham that Diboll’s crowd
was the biggest they had seen on that line. They
sold $2100 worth of bonds on the spot, in addition
to previous pledges.19 Additionally, Company M
received office equipment from local businessmen
as well as financial and material support while
mustering in Lufkin. Several Lufkin businesses
offered office space to the officers and ensured that all
the men had what they needed while in the city.
REMEMBRANCE AND COMMEMORATION
Angelina County citizens greeted the end
of the war and the signing of the Armistice with
great joy. The residents of Lufkin paraded through
downtown with an effigy of the German Kaiser and
E.C. Durham described the noisy scene in Diboll,
where residents “burned several hundred rounds
of ammunition.”20 It took awhile for the soldiers
to make their way home, because even though the
leaders of the Great Powers signed an Armistice
agreement, it would take months before full
surrender on all fronts. And after a long and bitter
war that created millions of refugees and destroyed
homes and cities and infrastructure around Europe,
American soldiers were needed to enforce the peace.21
The length of time from World War I’s end and
the present day is nearly 100 years – 100 years of
change and migration in Angelina County. It now
seems that many of the names of Angelina County’s
World War I veterans have faded from common
memory. The United States and the rest of the world
suffered from economic turmoil in the 1930’s. The
second World War followed almost exactly 21 years
after the Armistice (Germany invaded Poland on
September 1, 1939) and involved more Americans at
home and abroad. These factors, among others, are a
powerful combination that has diverted focus from
World War I. The war to end all wars didn’t. The
History Center’s collections reflect this: our World
War II collections far outnumber our World War I
collections. We do know some names, though, and
12

In this September 28, 1918 entry, Howard Walker
describes the extent of the influenza epidemic on his
ship and other ships in their convoy. Sickness was
widespread, and those who died onboard were given
solemn burials at sea.

will continue to tell their stories.
We know Howard Walker’s name and story
because he recounted it in speeches and in his
published diary. He was a World War I veteran who
reminded Angelina County of that conflict and its
veterans for the rest of his life. His son David recalled
that even in his 90’s he would give talks about the
war while wearing his 1918-issue naval uniform.22
A lifelong educator who led the county’s schools
through some tumultuous times post war, Walker
was teaching school when the U.S. entered the war.
At the end of the school year in May 1918, he closed
up the Dunn school, traveled to Houston, signed up
for the Navy and began training in New Orleans the
next day. He served on the USS North Carolina in
the Atlantic Ocean, where his ship was part of the
escort convoys that protected troop and supply ships
from German submarines. His ship was docked in
New York when the Armistice was announced and he
witnessed the celebration in the city first hand.23
We know Burtis Lawrence’s name from the
World War I Memorial Statue in downtown Lufkin
and we know his story from family documents
The Pine Bough

and photos. A draftee from Angelina County, he
tried to gain a deferment because he was the main
financial support for his mother and younger siblings.
Lawrence became ill on the transport ship and died in
Glasgow, Scotland, where he was buried in a cemetery
there alongside other American casualties. A volunteer
nurse wrote to his mother after his death, assuring her
that her son was not alone during his sickness or at
his passing. He died just days before the Armistice.24
Lawrence’s body was later repatriated and he was
reinterred at Lufkin’s Glendale Cemetery in July
1922.25
We know the name of Barcliffe Rhoden from the
letter he sent to his grandparents in September 1918,
which was subsequently published in the Lufkin Daily
News. He was wounded on September 12, but he
assured his loved ones, Mr. and Mrs. E.C. Shirey of
Lufkin, that he was resting and would be fine shortly.
And we know the name of Hugh O’Keefe
Kendrick from the memorial statue; we know his
story from his medal citation. One of the original
recruits to Captain McConnico’s Company M,
Kendrick proved himself to be an able officer and was
promoted from 1st Lieutenant to Captain. He later
transferred from the 143rd to the 141st and fought
in the Meuse-Argonne offensive. Kendrick died
on October 9, 1918 near St. Etienne, France. On
March 30, 1919, Captain Hugh O’Keefe Kendrick
was posthumously awarded the French Croix de
Guerre with Palm for his actions. The citation calls
him “an officer of great bravery,” leading “his men to
the attack in spite of a violent machine gun fire. He
inspired them with his example and thus contributed
to the capture of all the positions that had been
assigned to him.” He was killed during this assault.26
With the centenary of America’s involvement in
the war approaching, more people are remembering
the war that was supposed to end all wars. The
memorials and statues are being cleaned and
refurbished, the names recalled, and the places they
served investigated. And while this war does not
loom as large in the imagination of East Texans as
the war that followed, and though there are no living
veterans to lead the parades and tell their stories, it
is a war that left its mark on Angelina County. At
least 35 families were left with holes in them and
countless other veterans returned home marked by
their experiences. When the next war came, civic
leaders remembered the efforts of their predecessors
and mobilized troop support and war work and Red
Cross volunteers. Women returned to the workplace
and food rationing returned. Angelina County
remembered the lessons of the Great War and hoped
their national leaders would as well.
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Angelina County native Henry Brezeale in his World War I era
Army uniform. According to the census, he was 13 years old
in 1910.
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Crowds fill downtown Lufkin on November 11, 1918, celebrating the Armistice ending World War I. A wagon carries an effigy of the German Kaiser, followed by local
citizens parading down the streets waving flags. Many of Angelina County’s soldiers would remain in Europe for several more months, but the fighting was officially over.
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The Boys “Gone West”
Angelina County Remembers Its World War I Dead
By Emily E. Hyatt
		 Nine years after the world powers signed the
armistice agreement ending the fighting on the Western
Front, the citizens of Angelina County dedicated a
memorial statue honoring the local soldiers who died
during this war to end all wars. The statue depicts
an American “doughboy” soldier, the symbol of the
American contribution to the war, and in the minds
of many Americans, the reason the U.S. and its Allies
won the war. It seemed to those at home that the
brave American doughboys, fit and well fed, raised
on the American values of independence, hard work,
and determination, brought victory to the trenches of
France.1 According to news reports at the time, the
United States was a young country, but its men were
brave and its population united behind it’s “boys.” To
the citizens of Angelina County, this statue stood for all
who went to war and honored those that didn’t come
home. Thirty-five Angelina County boys “went west,”
a common phrase to describe death during the first half
of the 20th century, during training or during the long
trip to Europe or in battle. On November 11, 1927, 7
years after they made their sacrifices, their community
inscribed their names on a memorial in front of the
county courthouse so they would not be forgotten.
The dedication ceremony was eagerly anticipated
by the local citizenry and the Lufkin News reported
on preparations in the days leading up to November
11. The paper assured its readers that the statue was
“one of the nicest things in the state in memory of
the boys who gave their lives in the Great War.”2 The
statue, the program, the speakers, and the entire day
of remembrance would honor the men who fought,
the men who died, and the mothers who gave their
sons to their country. As in many of the Great War
remembrance ceremonies across the South, Confederate
veterans were honored beside the World War I veterans

The “Spirit of the American Doughboy” still stands near Angelina County’s
Courthouse and the names of the war dead are still visible in the base.
Through the years the statue has been cleaned and refurbished, most
recently in May 2016 when the Angelina County Historical Commission
and gunsmith Michael Walsh restored the Springfield rifle that had fallen
from the doughboy’s hand. Like most of the statues from this era, Lufkin’s
doughboy has always carried a real rifle, though it has been altered to
prevent it from being fired. Photo by Jonathan Gerland, November 2008.
D e c e m b e r 2016
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E.M. Viquesney’s mark on the Lufkin doughboy statue. Although his design was mired
in copyright controversy and art critics decried the overt martial style of “Spirit of the
American Doughboy,” communities across the United States felt this statue was an
appropriate tribute to their fallen soldiers. These statues still stand in communities
across the United States; at least eight Visquesney statues remain in Texas. Photo by
Jonathan Gerland, November 2008.

After his death at Stobhill Hospital in Glasgow, Scotland, Angelina County native
Burtis Lawrence was buried in Craigton Cemetery. The American Red Cross sent
this photo of his grave marker to his family. With their loved one buried so far
away, this photo would have been their only connection to his final resting place.
Repatriation of remains was very uncommon during World War I, and cemeteries
like Craigton would have been nearly impossible for most American families to
visit. Monuments like the one dedicated in Lufkin in 1927 would have been a
tangible, local place for loved ones to remember the deceased.

and included on stage as honored guests.3 Graves of both were marked with flags. Intentionally or not, this
served to unite the wars in the minds of those in attendance and also began to heal some of the wounds of
sectionalism as the veterans of the war between the states showed their approval of the veterans who fought in
the war that united the states against a common enemy.4
The Lufkin paper estimated between 2,000 to 4,000 people attended the November 11 statue dedication
ceremony. There were at least 4 speakers, including World War I veteran and lawyer C.E. Brazil, Reverend
H.M. Bevil of First Presbyterian Church, American Legion Post Commander A.R. Schulke, and main speaker
Sam K. Sayers, Lufkin native and veteran. Sayers, according to the paper, spoke eloquently of the day he
and his comrades left Lufkin for training at Camp Bowie in Fort Worth, of the men he served with, and gave
a speech “full of eulogy for the boys gone west.” The program paid tribute to the Confederate veterans in
attendance and made much of the sacrifices of the mothers of those lost in the Great War. Veterans, families,
and the American Legion laid flowers at the base of the statue. The ceremony then moved to the cemetery,
where a bugler played Taps and those gathered decorated the graves of World War I and Confederate veterans
with flags and flowers.5 At 11:00 a.m., every whistle in the city was blown and every person faced west “in
memory of the boys who had gone west.”6
The statue was “erected by the citizens of Angelina County” and “sponsored by Angelina Post No. 113,
American Legion.” A truly civic effort, the statue itself and the ceremony that surrounded its dedication
were designed to involve the whole community in honor and remembrance. The doughboy was a common
motif for Great War memorials, and this particular statue by E.M. Viquesney of Indiana was one of the most
popular. He sold more than 130 statues in two different designs, and they can be found in town squares
and on courthouse lawns throughout Texas and the United States.7 The popularity of this statue is partly
due to the sculptor’s advertising campaigns in publications all across the country, but also due to the statue’s
depiction of the doughboy itself. The doughboy was the everyman American soldier, the victor in a long war
that seemed like it would have no winner for so long. His stature and face could be any American soldier,
and in fact, many communities claimed one of their members was the statue’s inspiration, including many in
Lufkin that declared its resemblance to the beloved Captain C.M. “Kit” McConnico,8 who was unable to go
16
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On Memorial Day, May 30, 1919, the Knights of Columbus
placed a wreath and remembrance card on the graves of
American Servicemen buried in Glasgow, Scotland. They
placed this card on Burtis Lawrence’s grave and sent a
copy to his mother.

with his men to battle. Following an unsuccessful surgery at Camp Bowie, he was discharged for treatment at
the Mayo Clinic, and then went home to Lufkin and later to Houston for further treatment, where he died on
January 1, 1919.9
While no Angelina County soldier stood as a model for the statue in Lufkin, the memorial does contain
35 names of local men who left for war and did not return. These men came from all areas of the county
and all social groups and include volunteers and draftees. The 1910 census can shed some light on some
of their lives prior to going to war. Curtis F. Seale was 19 years old in 1917. His father Willis owned a
barbershop and his family lived on Groesbeck Avenue in Lufkin. Lee Scalise was the 21 year old son of Italian
immigrants. His parents immigrated to the United States in the mid 1880’s and he and most of the members
of his family worked in the lumber industry. Dewitt Penry lived on Sullivan’s Ferry Road. Charlie B. Runnels
was 21 years old in 1917, the son of John and Zackey Runnels. Lufkin native Joe Paul Satterfield was also
21 when war broke out. His father Buck was a railway engineer in Lufkin. Clarence Murrah worked on his
family’s farm.10 Information also comes from other sources. Burtis Lawrence lived on his family farm and
supported his mother and siblings. He applied for a draft exemption, but it was denied. Lawrence became
ill on the transport ship and died at a hospital in Glasgow, Scotland just a few days before the end of the war.
He was buried in Glasgow, and after his death, a hospital volunteer and a chaplain sent his mother letters and
a photo of the cross marking his grave. Lawrence’s body was repatriated and reinterred in Lufkin’s Glendale
Cemetery in 1922.11
Though the memories of the wars that followed the Great War have crowded out the memories of these
35 men in the minds of Angelina County’s citizens, they will not be completely forgotten as long as this
memorial stands. Concerned veterans and citizens have made sure it was refurbished several times since it
was erected in 1927 and will continue to do so. Though they may have “gone west,” their names engraved in
stone are a lasting reminder of their imprint on Angelina County.
D e c e m b e r 2016
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Angelina County native Virgil Havard fought
in France in World War II and returned with
this photograph of the World War I monument
in St. Lo, France. The town was located in a
strategic point in Normandy following the DDay Invasion in June 1944, as evidenced by the
heavily damaged building. This image depicts
a common sight in France during that period –
a monument to the many lives lost during the
war that was supposed to end all wars amidst
the catastrophic destruction from the war that
followed.
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In Remembrance:

Captain Hugh O’Keefe Kendrick

Captain C. M. McConnico

Henry T. Dixon

Floyd Kelly Welch

Fred R. Lindsey

Miles H. Parrish

Curtis F. Seale

Clarence E. Murrah

Frank W. Weeks

John W. Wells

Lee Scalise

Will Schmidt

William L. Sanford

Joe Paul Satterfield

Milton D. Roy

Charlie B. Runnels

DeWitt F. Penry

Connor Rice

Daniel S. McDougald

Benjamin L. McPherson

John T. Hudson

Burtis Lawrence

Ernest H. Hardy

Henry Havard

James F. Cunningham

Andrew Fisher

Brittain Plez Cox

Roy A Crutchfield

Edward L. Chancey

James Louis Cobb

Robert J. Anderson

Burl J. Battenfield

Henry Williams

Oscar W. Red

C. Weaver Shofner
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Lufkin Industries Collection: An Update
Work on the Lufkin Industries Collections continues at a steady pace at The History Center; the first round of
processing is almost complete. A processing priority since the acquisition of the records in June 2013, all 4 full-time
staff members, 2 part time staff, and 2 volunteers have contributed over 4,000 hours processing the nearly 300 cubic
feet of records, publications, photographs, and artifacts in the past three years. Initial processing is close to 90% finished, with only one cabinet full of negatives left to rehouse. For the first round of processing, every publication,
photograph, negative, slide, book, manuscript page, audiovisual tape, ledger, and artifact has been rehoused into an
archivally safe and appropriate housing, inspected for condition, and cataloged at the folder and box level. Every
single photo and negative is not individually cataloged, but there is an index of one series of photographs, the his-

Rear Admiral P. W. Foote, Mrs W. C. Trout, W. C. Trout and Col. Merle Davis proudly stand with the “E” pennant awarded to Lufkin Foundry for its contributions to the war effort on June 24, 1943. The Army-Navy “E” Award was given to the company in a ceremony at Panther Field that was broadcast throughout the region.
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In 1971, this group of engineering employees posed with the 100,000th pumping unit produced by Lufkin Industries. To commemorate the milestone
production achievement, the unit was painted gold before it was shipped to an oilfield near Gainesville, TX.

torical series, which covers the company’s history from
the beginning to the 1980’s. The bulk of these photos
has been digitized and will be available on our website
at a later date.
In 2016, staff’s main focus has been rehousing the
negatives and scanning the payroll books and the historical photos and preparing a box and folder inventory
to make an initial finding guide available to the public.
Payroll books from 1902 to 1935 have been digitized
and can be downloaded as PDF files on The History
Center’s website. Digitization and online offering of the
payroll books will stop at this date (March 1935), but
later dates are available for research in the reading room
at the History Center. A finding guide with box and
folder inventory is in process and will be posted to the
website when it is completed in early 2017. Volunteers
Carol Riggs and Patty Oltremari’s steady and careful
work on the digitization portions of this project have
been invaluable to History Center staff and the collecD e c e m b e r 2016

tion’s online accessibility is a direct result of their efforts.
The Lufkin payroll books are an invaluable resource on several levels – most notably for genealogists
and family members looking for employment records.
While they are not yet indexed or text searchable, the
files available online do contain handwritten employment data for 33 years worth of employees that could
help genealogists confirm names and dates of residence
in Lufkin. The payroll books are also useful for tracking pay rates, numbers of employees, the fluctuations
in departments, and other information about one of
Angelina County’s most important industries during the
first 3 decades of its history.
The Historical Photograph Series continues to
provide an exciting glimpse into Lufkin’s history, with
images of the company’s people, products, facilities, and
gatherings. The following 6 pages are some of these
photos and give a brief look at the types of images that
will be available online in the future.
21

Rear Admiral P.W. Foote, US Navy
retired, speaks during the “E”
Awards Ceremony on June 24,
1943. Lufkin was commended for
its wartime production during the
ceremony.

Lufkin Foundry & Machine Company manufactured Howitzer gun carriages during World War
II as part of the American war effort. Like many other industries across the country, Lufkin
employed local men who were not drafted into the armed forces as well as many local women.
In this image, Orpha Norton (McCall) works on a gun carriage component in 1944.
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Archie Popham works on a gun carriage component in 1944.

Mrs. Ruth Anderson
and Mrs. Jimmie
Winfrey operate
heavy-duty
Bullards with the
skill and efficiency
of “old -time”
mechanics. The
women worked
at Lufkin Foundry
while their
husbands served
in armed forces
during World
War II.
D e c e m b e r 2016
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Completed pumping units await
shipment in Lufkin in the 1940’s.
The white house in the center of the
photo was the first personnel office.

This photo shows a Long
Stroke Pumping Unit, on
April 20, 1942 in Shell Oil
Co.’s Ventura Field. Lufkin
pumping units were shipped
all over the United States and
the world.

24

The Pine Bough

D.H. Matchett operates a Sykes gear generating machine, which cut the slow speed gear, an operation requiring about 13 hours cutting time in December 1969.

The historical photo collection
also gives a glimpse at the
many generations of Lufkinites
employed by the company in
a variety of positions. In this
photo, employee Jim Odom
works in Machine Shop Gear
Box operations in 1934.
D e c e m b e r 2016
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Lufkin’s products ranged from the
small to the large to the very big. A
Lufkin VQ6024 gear manufactured
for a Great Lakes marine company.

One of the strengths
of the historical
photo collection is
in the many photos
of Lufkin employees
hard at work on the
various products they
produced. Lufkin was
involved in the oilfield
equipment business
from the early 1920’s,
and this collection
shows pumping units
through the years, both
in production and in the
field. This photo shows
a row of Lufkin pumping
units on the assembly
line with workers hard at
work on each unit.
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Female employees Clyde
Duty, Luda Belle Walker,
Winnie Berry, Emma Lou
Douglass, Hazel Faircloth,
and Fenley Westrook
in 1940.

From early in its history, Lufkin Industries sponsored gatherings for employees and their families. Company picnics were favorite times of food, games, music, and
contests. These women and their babies took part in a baby contest in the 1920’s.
D e c e m b e r 2016
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1. Ellen Temple (left)
receives the Texas Library
Association’s 1986
Philanthropic Award
on behalf of the T. L.
L. Temple Foundation,
awarded for the
Foundation’s outstanding
support of public libraries.
The award was presented
by Elizabeth Haynes (right),
member of the TLA awards
committee. The T. L. L.
Temple Family won the
TLA’s Philanthropic Award
in 1973.

2

2. Dorothy Victor of the research firm Victor and Victor
Consultants, Inc. checks out the Southern Pine Lumber
Company commissary and office historical marker in
Diboll in 1986. She and her sister Sally were hired to
chronicle historical sites for the Angelina County Historical
Commission. During 2016, the Diboll Historical Society
began a project to update the historical survey, taking
new photos, recording the loss of buildings in the last 30
years, and adding buildings that are now 50 years old.
Updated records will be placed online during 2017.
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Margie Harrell

1

1. During the June 13, 2016 council meeting, the Diboll City
Council voted to rename Elm Street to Margie Harrell Street
and declared June 18, 2016 “Margie Harrell Day” in Diboll.
The Council recognized her work in the community through
her nearly 50 year career at the Diboll Housing Authority and
her voluntary involvement in various community organizations
like the Boys and Girls Club, Meals on Wheels, Diboll Christian Outreach, and Project Graduation.
2. A 1961 graduate of Diboll’s H.G. Temple School, Margie
Harrell attended business college in Houston and returned
to her home town with her husband in the mid 1960’s. She
worked at her alma mater from 1965 until integration in 1968,
and at the urging of Principal Willie Massey (who also served
on the Housing Authority Board), she was hired by Housing
Authority Director Woodrow Wood in August of that year.
Margie became director of the Housing Authority in 1975,
where she oversaw the more than 300 units, the staff and residents, and the various changes and modernizations that have
taken place through the years. Her concern for the residents of
all ages has led to the creation of summer programs for children
and city-wide lunches honoring the senior citizens of Diboll.
She poses here at her desk in May 1975 at the beginning of her
tenure as director.
2
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1

1. View of Boggy Slough from a kayak in October 2016, looking upstream, with Boggy Slough Island to the right (see map
on the facing page). Situated in the Neches River bottoms of Trinity County just north of the Highway 94 Bridge, the 4.5 mile
meandering slough became the namesake of an exclusive hunting and fishing club in 1933. This club grew out of Southern
Pine Lumber Company’s management of the lands containing the slough, bottoms and uplands beginning in 1902. After the
initial cutting of the virgin forest in 1907-1909, the lands were managed as a ranch and game preserve and eventually as a
renewable forest and conservation area. The Boggy Slough name has been synonymous with land and wildlife conservation
in East Texas for over a century. Today, the slough and island is included in about 19,000 acres of forested conservation
land owned by the T.L.L. Temple Foundation and the Temple Family, who founded Southern Pine Lumber Company in 1893.
Photo by Jonathan Gerland.
2. Boggy Slough Island, 1886: This survey map shows the 400-acre Boggy Slough Island, “covered with large cane.”
Drawn by H. W. Pennington, surveyor of Trinity County, the map was filed at the General Land Office in Austin on October
13, 1886. West of the slough, Pennington noted “ponds of water in edge of swamp,” which still exist today, and northwest
of the slough “Upland Oak and Pine Timber,” identifying the virgin forest type. A Southern Pine Lumber Company survey of
the slough channel in November 1910 noted an “old tram road” that crossed the slough at six-and-a-half-tenths of a mile
upstream from the slough’s discharge mouth into the river. The site of that “old tram road” is in the same location as a dam
and road that crosses the slough today providing seasonal wheeled vehicle access to the island.
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1

1. In October 2016, The History Center received the Memorial Hospital Collection from CHI/Memorial Hospital in
Lufkin. The approximately 20 cubic feet of materials include at least 8 cubic feet of photographs and albums,
daily statistic ledgers, papers from Horace Cardwell, news clippings, and other papers that help tell the story of
the hospital that opened in 1949 as a partnership between Angelina County’s leading businesses. Processing is
ongoing and will include rehousing all materials and digitizing some photographs and documents.

36
30
32
28

The Pine Bough

Scrapbook Pages
2

2-4. These images of early Memorial Hospital staff members are examples of the many photographs in the Memorial Hospital Collection. These photos are not identified,
but if our readers recognize any of the people or the events, please contact us!

3

4
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1. In this October 18, 1979 advertisement from the Diboll Free Press, one of Angelina County’s biggest companies congratulated
another of the county’s industrial titans, Temple-Eastex, upon the opening of their new corporate office in Diboll. This public message
of congratulations highlighted the symbiotic relationship between the county’s two biggest employers – Temple used products
from Lufkin’s sawmill supplies division as well as from the trailer division. The spirit of support between two successful companies
that started in Angelina County around the turn of the 20th century is a relic of a bygone era. Both companies changed in the
ensuing years and neither Lufkin nor Temple remains. The History Center is proud to hold the records of both companies, ensuring
that generations of Angelina Countians and historical researchers will have access to the county’s corporate history and that the
contributions of generations of workers will not be lost.
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2. Another view of the 1940 log trailer used in the 1979 advertisement (see facing page).

3. This photo shows the two types of trailers Lufkin made for Southern Pine Lumber Company in 1940. Log trailers transported raw timber from the forests to the
mills; flatbed trailers transported finished lumber from the mills to the markets. This image is also a good example of the challenges of photographic preservation.
Irreparable damage to the negative from vinegar syndrome is evident in the cracking and bubbling of the emulsion. Staff has identified negatives with this type
damage, separated them from the rest of the collection to ensure it doesn’t spread, and will begin choosing negatives to scan so the images are not lost.
D e c e m b e r 2016
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With the help of volunteers and community members, The History Center staff was recently able to identify this photograph of Diboll’s 5th grade white students in
1945-1946, donated by Dixie Weatherby in 1999.
Front row, left to right: Gilbert Frankens, unidentified, Curtis Harper, Joe Daniels, unidentified, Champ McAllister, unidentified, Ernie Teer, Jerry Jackson,
unidentified, Gail Torbert, Kenneth Ray Flowers, James Strickland, unidentified, James Powers, James Carr.
Middle row, left to right: Lena Mae Dean, Jean Myers, unidentified, Mary Virginia Smith, unidentified, Ruby Dale Allen, Shirley Whitworth, Julia Ann Smith, Joyce
Marie Minton, Jeannette Broker, unidentified, Callie Wheeler, Virginia Bess Kennedy, Virginia Lou Smith, Dorothy Jean Neyland, Dorothy Beth Smith.
Back row, left to right: Virus McDuffie, James Edward Smith, unidentified, Rayford Bourrous, unidentified, unidentified, Katie Faye Pitts, Betty Ruth Bell, Vera Faye
Elliott.
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1. George Webber, a son-in-law of
T.L.L. Temple, graduated from the Naval
Academy in 1897 and served in the
Spanish-American War. In the 1980’s
the Webber family donated a collection
of family photographs, including this
portrait. Most of the images are not
identified, but this photograph is
probably George Webber as a Naval
Academy cadet. George Webber
married T.L.L. Temple’s daughter,
Gertrude.

2. On behalf of the Webber Family, George Webber’s great-grandson Temple Webber, III donated
George’s Naval Academy sword to The History Center in August 2016. Manufactured by William
Horstmann & Sons in Philadelphia, the sword blade is German steel.

3. United States Naval Academy
Class of 1897. George Temple is
unidentified, but is possibly the
last cadet on the right.
D e c e m b e r 2016
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In October 2016, The U.S. Forest Service National Forests and
Grasslands of Texas donated approximately 36 cubic feet of
photographs to The History Center. These photographs document
nearly 80 years of East Texas forest history and include images of
residents and their homes, foresters and other employees, animals,
events, and the land and its uses. Through these photographs we
can follow the progress of logging and reforestation efforts, the
development of the National Forests in Texas, and the changing
landscapes of East Texas.

1 and 2: In August 1940, US Forest Service
photographers captured these images of
longtime Sabine County resident Louis Moore
of Geneva at his cabin in the Sabine National
Forest, southeast of San Augustine. Notes
on the photos record Mr. Moore was born
a slave and was about 112 years old at the
time of the photograph. Records of the 1940
US Census of Sabine County, Texas, show Mr.
Moore was 101 years old then, a native of
Tennessee. Census records for earlier years
show Mr. Moore having been born between
1840 and 1850 and his father and mother
were also natives of Tennessee. Mr. Moore’s
wife, Martha, a native of Texas, born about
1850, died perhaps before the taking of the
1930 Census.
2
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3: A view of the Angelina National Forest in 1940, showing a tenant house in a barren,
cutover landscape. Much of the Texas lands acquired by the US government in the 1930’s
looked like this. Lumber companies were more than willing to sell such lands to the federal
government to eliminate carrying expenses and the burdens and expenses of reforestation.

4

4: A view of the Angelina National Forest in 1938, showing a cutover area that became part
of the Boykin Springs Recreation Area.
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Images 1 and 2 show ruins of the Aldridge Lumber Company sawmill in about 1935. The mill site, situated on a high bluff of the Neches River in northwestern
Jasper County, was cutover about thirty years earlier and most of the mill machinery was removed after a devastating fire in July 1915 effectively ended large
scale sawmilling at the site. Note the prevalent grasses in image 1 and the mill pond and tenant houses in the background of image 2. Today the site is accessible
via a hiking trail in the Angelina National Forest, but looks very different. The silted-in millpond and the concrete buildings are barely visible through the brush and
vandals have tagged the building walls with graffiti.

1

2
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Images 3 and 4 show views of the
East Hamilton Ferry on the Sabine
River in 1938. Today the area lies
under the impounded waters of
Toledo Bend Reservoir at the end
of Farm Road 2261 in southeastern
Shelby County. Note the mooring
posts in the foreground of image 3
and also the roadways graded into
the river banks.

4
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DIGITIZATION AND WEBSITE

• With new content being added regularly to
our website, we are now averaging about 34,000
online visitors annually, with more than 125,000
webpage views recorded during the past year.
This does not include the many more thousands
of viewed document pages contained within
downloaded PDF files.
• Staff has added over 700 items to the
website in 2016, the majority being items from
our collections. These include 65 PDFs added to
the Lufkin Industries Payroll Books Collection,
covering the years 1917 to 1935. Other
collections added or updated were the Shirley

On January 28, the descendants of W.F. and Cecil Purdy visited The History Center: their daughter,
Mary Beth Purdy (third from left), with her granddaughter Bethany Stringer (far left), her daughter
Bendy Stringer (2nd from left), and daughter Elisa Smith (far right). W.F. Purdy was a long-time mill
manager for Southern Pine Lumber Company and Cecil taught piano lessons to several generations
of Dibollians.

Daniel photo collection (332 photos added),
Diboll School Superintendents, Diboll High
School Annuals (1944-1999 are now available for
download as PDF’s), Angelina County Lumber
Company Timber Type Maps from 1945 and
1955, the remaining Houston Oil Company
1910 Timber Recruises, the 1964 Lufkin Dunbar
School Annual, 30 photos from the Lola Dubose
Photograph Collection of Rockland, Texas, and 62
issues of local newspapers. Staff also uploaded 2

In January, The History Center
received this IBM Time Clock, one
of the largest artifacts in the Lufkin
Industries Collection. The Dial
Recorder Series, single drum, daily
time clock from 1927 kept track of
up to 50 employees at a time and
allowed record keepers to print an
entire pay period’s worth of payroll
information on one sheet of paper.

oral histories and 4 finding guides.
• Volunteers scanned over 600 images from
the Lufkin Industries Collection and have started
scanning Texas Southeastern Railroad Company
payroll volumes. Staff anticipates these collections
will be added to the website in 2017.
ACCESSIONS
• There were more than 30 archival accessions
in 2016. They include several additions to the
Lufkin Industries Collection, including an IBM
timekeeping machine from the 1920’s and more
photos, Boggy Slough artifacts from Stan Cook
that document several eras of human habitation
in that area (from Native American to cattle
42

The entire third grade from Diboll’s Temple Elementary toured The History Center on
September 23. Here is one of the many classes posing with Engine 13.
The Pine Bough
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ranching to logging to hunting), a collection of
newspapers and photos from the Bergquist family
chronicling their long association with Southland
Papermill, 58 volumes of the Lufkin Daily News
covering the years 2005-2010, Webber family
artifacts including George Webber’s 1896 U.S.
Naval Academy sword and one of T.L.L. Temple’s
golf balls, approximately 20 cubic feet of records
and photos and framed items documenting the
history of Lufkin’s Memorial Hospital, and 31
cubic feet of photographs from the United States
Forest Service National Forests and Grasslands of
Texas documenting over 60 years of development,
recreation, and research in the area’s national
forests.
•

The Lufkin Industries Collection

remains a processing priority, with more than 800
Patrick Newman, Executive
Director of the Ladybird
Johnson Wildflower Center
(right), toured The History
Center’s grounds during a
rain shower in October and
posed here with our own
executive director, Jonathan
Gerland (left).

personnel hours this year devoted to arranging,
rehousing, scanning, and posting digital images
from the nearly 300 cubic foot collection. A
majority of the rehousing is finished and staff and
volunteers are now working on the more detailed
work of description and digitization.
•

News items on The History Center’s

website highlighted several parts of the collections,
including African American collections in
February, as well as the Battle of Iwo Jima in that
same month, Women’s collections in March,
timber cruises and timber type maps that help
environmental historians with their work to
discover the natural history of the southern
forest were highlighted in April, and the 99th
Anniversary of the U.S.’s entry into World War I in
April. Staff also uses the news site to highlight new
collections when they are added to the website.
•

The exhibit, IMAGINING TEXAS: AN

HISTORICAL JOURNEY WITH MAPS, opened
Children from Diboll’s Boys and girls club visited The History
Center as part of their summer program on June 19.

D e c e m b e r 2016

in February. The exhibit features more than 30
maps displayed on 22 panels and in 5 display cases.
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Maps from The History Center as well as from the
collections of the Library of Congress, the British
Library, Yale University, David Rumsey, and the
University of Texas at Arlington are featured,
graphically interpreting the history of East Texas
from the sixteenth century to the present.
VISITORS, RESEARCHERS, TOURS, AND
OTHER OUTREACH

• Our onsite visitors this year numbered about
4,100. In-person researchers numbered 447 and
staff provided additional assistance to at least 460
research queries fielded mostly by email.
•

Staff provided guided tours to various

In November, Wydette
Barrett donated this churn
to The History Center.
Originally belonging to
Dr. Johnston, a dentist in
Burke, the Dazey Churn
has a cast iron frame and
spout and was patented
in 1907.

educational, civic, and church groups from Lufkin,
Diboll, Woodville, Huntsville, and Beaumont,
and to groups from Georgia-Pacific and General
Electric.
•

Offsite programs were given to the

Woodville Rotary Club, Sons of Confederate
Veterans, Angelina Chamber of Commerce, and
Sam Houston State University.
•

The History Center has been blessed

with two faithful volunteers this year, and between
them, Carol Riggs and Patty Oltremari have
given close to 150 hours of time. They have been
involved with our digitization efforts, scanning
Lufkin Industries photos, Lufkin Industry payroll

In January, Ellen
and the late Buddy
Temple received
the Angelina
Award given by the
Lufkin/Angelina
County Chamber
of Commerce for
their numerous
efforts to enhance
the community and
protect the area’s
natural resources.

books, Texas Southeastern payroll books, and the
Houston Oil Company Timber Recruises.

Patsy Colbert and Louis Landers each celebrated employment anniversaries this
year, Patsy 25 years in April and Louis 15 years in August. Thank you partners! We
are grateful for your dedication and service.
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In February, The History Center opened its newest onsite exhibit
entitled “Imaging Texas: A Historical Journey with Maps.” Featuring
dozens of historical maps from the collections of The History Center,
the Library of Congress, and the British Library, among others, the
exhibit highlights the images of Texas and how it has changed with
progress in exploration and cartography.

More additions
to the Lufkin
Industries
Collection this year
included these
two metal plates
commemorating
the September
11, 2001 terrorist
attacks. They are
10.75 inches in
diameter.

In April, all of Diboll’s Temple Elementary first grade
classes visited The History Center. One of the classes is
pictured here with the statue of Arthur Temple, Jr.

Cardinal Flowers are
one of the highlights of
summer in the History
Center’s native gardens.

In September, David Webber donated this golf ball,
a Walter Hagen Play Boy, belonging to T. L. L. Temple
(1859-1935).
D e c e m b e r 2016

Our Gulf Muhly grasses
put on a show in the
backlighting sunshine
of fall.

45

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE

102 N. Temple
Diboll, TX 75941
Forward and Address Service Requested

PAID

PERMIT #22
DIBOLL, TX

