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 Over the past year, we remain encouraged by the many kind words of support the public 
continues to share with us. One researcher from Houston recently wrote:  “Your digital archives 
have been a priceless resource for me over the past six months or so. I am so grateful for them 
and for the hard work that must have gone into digitizing them. I access them at least once a 
week, finding new information each time. It is truly a treasure trove.” Reflecting on the racial 
diversity of our transcribed oral histories, another remote researcher wrote: “It’s so rare to find a 
small community that documents so well its history in a balanced and diverse manner [as you 
have done] . . . . Now I better understand [my own family’s stories] after reading these glorious 
narratives . . . . I don’t think I’ve been touched more than in reading these words.” And another: 
“Thank you so much for honoring my family. My grandparents would have been so proud of 
what you are doing.”
 Onsite visitors also shared their appreciation, often in expressions beyond words alone, 
whether traveling from several counties away or from several states distant. One in-person 
visitor wept visible tears of gratitude while holding letters written by their ancestors during the 
early 1900s. She had seen the letters on our website, but she came so she could touch them and 
make meaningful personal connections. Likewise, another researcher from Southern California 
visited so she could also hold in her hands original letters and business ledgers concerning her 
great-grandfather. This person, too, was most grateful, and emotionally speechless for a while.
 Historical documentary film makers, from California to Texas to New York and from 
Italy to England to the Netherlands, also expressed appreciation in recent months, saying they 
simply could not have completed their projects without us. As one who valued our prompt and 
knowledgeable service put it: “You are amazing to work with!”
  Users of our land and forest records, which consist of many thousands of volumes of survey 
field notes and tens of thousands of maps and forest type records to more than 2 million acres 
of forestlands, also shared their thanks. Such records assist not only land owners, buyers, sellers, 
lessors, and lessees, but also natural resource and land conservation managers, as well as public 
courts of law, benefitting plaintiffs and defendants alike.
 Reflecting on such examples of the important societal role of archives and some of the ways 
that we are fulfilling that responsibility to our community, we are gladdened and also grateful 
ourselves. We are grateful to you, our many patrons and partners in historical preservation. 
To the thousands of individuals who have entrusted with us their family and organizational 
records and who have financially supported us over the years, we say thank you. We consider it 
a blessing, a joy, and a privilege to provide essential services such as these. Thank you again for 
joining us in collecting and preserving our community’s history and telling its stories.
Mindful of many past and present blessings and with hope for many more thanksgivings ahead, 
I wish you all a joy-filled Christmas and a Happy New Year.

With warmest regards,

Jonathan K. Gerland
Diboll, Texas

Jonathan K. Gerland
Executive Director
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This first brick Angelina County Courthouse, pictured here in the 1920’s, was built in 1902 and torn down in 1952 to make way for the present courthouse building. 
Notice in the right foreground the statue commemorating World War I deaths that also stands in front of the current courthouse. 

Images of Angelina County:Images of Angelina County:  
Preserving Our Community’s 
Photographic History
By Emily E. Hyatt
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Kurth Memorial Library circa 
1933. Built in 1932 and opened 
on January 1, 1933, the Shirley 
Simons-designed building 
stood on Cotton Square near 
where the water standpipe 
once stood and where the 
Lufkin Independent School 
District building stands today. 
The early library building was 
remodeled with a grant from 
the Kurth family in 1946 and 
demolished in 1970 to make 
way for a larger, more modern 
building. The library moved to 
its current location on Raguet 
Street in another new building 
in 2001.

 The history of Angelina County has had many 
champions throughout the years. And though most 
preservation efforts are unseen while the news grabbing 
acts of destruction happen out in the open, the 
citizens of the county owe a debt to many people and 
organizations for the conservation of its cultural heritage. 
One collection that owes its preservation to a disparate 
group of concerned citizens and organizations is the 
treasure trove of historical photos located at the Museum 
of East Texas. The History Center is proud to work with 
the Museum on a project to ensure that these amazing 
photographic records of Angelina County’s past are 
available for all to use. In summer 2021, The Museum of 
East Texas and The History Center partnered in a project 
to digitize the museum’s historic photograph collection, 
using The History Center’s facilities and expertise in 
archival digitization. This project, which could take 

several years to complete, will lead to an accessible digital 
collection of photographs that document the history of 
the county from the late 19th century to the middle of 
the 20th century. This professional digitization is the next 
step in the long process to preserve these photographs.
 While the current Museum of East Texas photograph 
collection now contains images from multiple sources, 
the origin of the historic photographs collection began 
at the Kurth Memorial Library, under the supervision 
of Librarian Ora McMullen. Mrs. McMullen had strong 
Lufkin roots and ties to several area pioneer families. 
During her 1933-1961 tenure as librarian, she grew 
the book collections, oversaw library operations and 
expansions, and became the caretaker of a collection of 
historic photographs given to the library for safekeeping 
by Lufkin’s pioneering families. Ellen Temple fondly 
remembers working with the photographs during her 
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Kurth Memorial Librarian Ora Medford McMullen, her son James Abney McMullen, Jr. and husband James Abney McMullen. Mrs. McMullen began her tenure at the Kurth 
Library in 1933 and retired in 1961, guiding the institution through its formative years and establishing the library as an integral part of the community. She also oversaw the 
historical collections and tasked Ellen Temple with cataloging the photographs the first summer she worked at the library as a high school sophomore in 1957.

seven summers at the library, starting as a high school 
sophomore in 1957. In fact, organizing and cataloging 
the photograph collection was one of her first jobs. 
From that early job, Mrs. Temple remembered the 
photographs and through the ensuing years reminded 
their caregivers of their existence and their importance. 
After Mrs. McMullen’s retirement, the Kurth Memorial 

Library named its history and genealogy room the Ora 
McMullen Room, a designation that travelled with the 
library as it moved to new spaces in the 1970s and to the 
current building on Raguet Street in 2001. 
 The Museum of East Texas opened in 1976 as a 
history and arts museum and within a few years obtained 
the photographic archives of the C. N. Merrill Studio of 
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Lufkin. The prominent, longtime photographic studio 
closed and donated historical photographic equipment as 
well as its extensive negative collection to the museum. 
Lufkin native Nancy Croom Wilson answered the call for 
volunteers to begin cataloging the collection in 1984 and 
she was joined by her friend Margaret Rogers Bullock the 
following year. Mrs. Wilson pioneered the arrangement 
and cataloging system and used her extensive knowledge 
of local history and genealogy to identify people and 
places in the images. Longtime history and genealogy 
librarian at the Kurth Memorial Library Cindy 
McMullen believes the majority of the Library’s historical 
photograph collection was transferred to the Museum 
during the 1990’s, with the final parts of the collection 
transferred before the move to the new building in 2001, 
thus uniting the county’s original photo collection with 
the broader community’s continuing efforts to preserve 
local history.
 With the Museum’s and Library’s collections 
integrated into one large collection, this part of the 
photographic history Angelina County was safely 
organized and preserved. Periodically, the Museum used 
images in exhibitions, but accessibility to the entire 
collection was difficult. The History Center hopes to 

solve this problem by digitizing a large percentage of the 
photographs over the next several years and offering them 
for public use on its website. The Museum will also offer 
the digital images to their users.
 With this project, The History Center is proud to 
stand next in the long line of people and organizations 
that have ensured the preservation of this treasure trove 
of local history. From the ladies auxiliary members who 
formed Lufkin’s first library, to Ora McMullen who saw 
a need for a place to collect the history of her county, 
to Ellen Temple who worked to organize photographs 
as a teenager and spoke up about their preservation and 
need for access as an adult, to the women who organized 
the museum of East Texas and built a place to house the 
county’s cultural heritage, to Nancy Croom Wilson and 
Margaret Jones Bullock who organized and identified 
thousands of photographs, to J.P. McDonald who led the 
museum through years of significant growth and change, 
the History Center joins the effort. The History Center’s 
mission to collect, preserve, and make available the 
history of our community fits right in. What follows are 
selections from some 2000 photographs digitized so far. 
Stay tuned for more!

Margaret Rogers Bullock (left) and Nancy 
Croom Wilson (right) working with the photo 
collection at the Museum of East Texas. A 
member of the Guild of the Museum of East 
Texas, Mrs. Wilson volunteered to catalog the 
museum’s historic photograph collection, 
in large part a gift of the estate of Lufkin 
Photographer C. N. Merrill. In 1985 she asked 
Mrs. Bullock to assist her, and together they 
cataloged and identified thousands of historic 
photographs and negatives. .
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Inside the old Kurth Library sometime in the 1950’s. Standing 
at the desk is Miss Addie Clark and Librarian Ora McMullen is 
behind her. Note the barefooted boy in the foreground. Ellen 
Temple worked at the library for 7 summers, starting in 1957 
and she described it as a community hub, always busy with 
people checking out books.

One of Diboll First Baptist Church’s early buildings, during the 1950’s.  As a collection made up of donations from community members, photographs document many 
different locations in Angelina County and a wide variety of years.  



Protestors at an Anti-Saloon Rally ca. 1911 stand on the northeast corner of Cotton Square in downtown Lufkin. Close examination of the photo shows there were at least 
two saloons on this one corner of the square. The photograph’s original owner, Mrs. H.A. Maas wrote, in part, “…we did march and sing to rid Lufkin of the saloons… 
may they never again molest dear old Lufkin, the home of so many brave pioneers.” Some of those pictured, right to left: Mrs. Mary Sophia (Dimp) Townsend, Rebecca 
Townsend (little girl), Mrs. Helen Mantooth Campbell, Mrs. J.T. Davis, Mrs. E.H. Sims (Mother of Webb and Archie), Mrs. Edna Evans, Mrs. Lafayette Mantooth (Dr. Wife), 
Bruce, Mrs. G.A. Medford, Eldred Singleton (with the flag), Mrs. More (Helen Mabel’s Mother), Mrs. W.J. (Wilson) Townsend, Jr., Mrs. J.E. Wilson and son Robert, Mrs. 
Hendry Maas (Bob Christopher).

Lufkin women march in a parade through downtown Lufkin, ca. 1918, possibly celebrating Armistice Day. There is no notation on the photograph indicating 
which group they represent, but their matching white outfits suggest they may be a group pushing for temperance or prohibition or a group of suffragettes 
campaigning for women’s rights to vote.
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Lufkin’s Dunbar School’s Majorette and 
Twirlers sometime in the 1950’s. Front row, 
from left: Theresa Smith, Gertha Mae Lacy, Eva 
MacWilliams; back row, from left: Clarence L. 
Franklin, Sr., Bernice L. Jackson Harris

Two of Lufkin’s Lucky Ward School’s 
teachers, sometime in the 1920’s. Mrs. 
Annie Penson is on the step and Mrs. Minnie 
B. Johnson is standing on the ground.



Lufkin’s Central School Faculty, 1916.  From left to right: Edna Abney, Winnie Singleton Grayson, Edna Treadwell Terry, Ella Moore Glass, Louise 
Johnson McMullen, Unidentified, Vela Manette West Shearer, Sudie Fenly Wallace, and Estelle Knellinger.

Collmorgen’s grocery store interior, ca. 1910. Proprietor William A. Collmorgen is standing on the right. First opened as a bakery in 1896, with 
a store added later, the business stood on North First street just north of Frank Street. William and his wife Helen Collmorgen were immigrants 
from Germany.
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The Taube Family, ca. 1940 in front of a Dixie Baking Company van. Pictured on the back row, from left: Gertrude, Ottilie Rippin Taube, Theodore Taube and front row, from left: 
Ruth Ann and Albert. The Taube’s owned and operated the Dixie Baking Company from 1938-1942 at 308 E. Lufkin Avenue. Theodore Taube immigrated from Poland to Pineland 
in Sabine County in 1913 and was naturalized in 1922. Ottilie Rippin Taube was born in Germany and immigrated in 1922, to Detroit, Michigan. They married in 1926 in Detroit.

Lufkin High School’s football team, ca. 1915. Pictured on the front row, left to right: Creathie Laws, Jennings Laws, Bryan Butler, Brownie Bonner, Horace Treadwell, Jean 
Shotwell, and Jessie Roberts. Second Row: Jakie Markus, Fred Davis, Asa Largent. Third Row: Morris Frank, Falcons Hill, Gorman O’Quinn, Gene Corley.
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A post card photo of the Lufkin racetrack at the Angelina County Fairgrounds in about 1911, view looking northwest. A 1910 map of the North Lufkin Addition, surveyed by N. D. 
Shands, located the racetrack and fairgrounds at the northwest corner of Keltys Street and Wilson Avenue, three blocks northwest of Hoo-Hoo Park. By 1926, maps showed the 
racetrack gone and replaced by the Fairgrounds Addition, with Cairo and Nile streets running along the front and back stretches of the former racetrack.

The grandstand at the racetrack in Lufkin during the second annual fair of the Angelina County Fair Association, September 20, 1911. According to the Galveston Daily News, U. S. 
Congressman Morris Sheppard, who is possibly shown here addressing the crowd, was scheduled to speak at the ceremonies.
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One-time Lufkin Mayor and City Manager C. N. Humason documented many of the infrastructure improvements within the city. These two photos are before and after images of 
downtown Lufkin’s Cotton Square during the process of paving the city’s streets for the first time in 1915. Notice the water standpipe above City Hall and the Fire Department. 
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A group of Lufkin men pose on top of a water wagon in the 100 block of South First Street including W. A. Collmorgen, Charlie Harrel, Norman 
Belk, W. M. Glenn, J.S. Moore, Will Weaver, and Selam Root.

Lufkin’s First Choral Club, 1917. Those pictured are identified as Mrs. H.A. Maas, Mrs. L.P. Campbell, Mrs. E.H. Sims, Mrs. W.W. Glass, Mrs. 
Massingill, Mrs. George Burns, director, Mrs. Norris Humason, Mrs. Cheshire, Mrs. M.M. Feagin, Mrs. Reed McMullen, Miss Ella Moore, Mrs. Will 
Humason, Mrs. AI Kennedy, Miss Mamie Frank, Miss Olds, Mrs. Dixon Abney. This photo may have been taken at Lufkin’s First Methodist Church.
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Lufkin City Hall and Fire Department on November 11, 1918, World War I Armistice Day. The top left window reads “City Assessor & Collector” while the top right window reads 
“City Secretary and Water Commissioner.” Like much of the world, Lufkin celebrated the end of World War I on November 11, 1918, which was known as Armistice Day until after 
World War II, when the holiday was renamed in honor of all military veterans. 

Lufkin city employees gathered in front of the central fire station ca. 1930. The red brick building with the green tile roof was built in 1929 and still stands on Lufkin Ave, although 
the roof is no longer green tile. The fireproof building held the latest and greatest firefighting equipment and boasted modern overhead doors and a city-wide fire alarm system. 
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Members of an African American Civilian Conservation Corps unit attended educational classes when they were not planting trees or building infrastructure as part of 
the 1930’s employment program during the Great Depression. These images were scanned from badly deteriorated and highly flammable nitrate negatives.
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In 1904, Lufkin’s widely acclaimed Hoo-Hoo Band traveled on a special train car to the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, also known as the St. Louis World’s Fair. The Concatenated 
Order of the Hoo-Hoo held their annual meeting at the fair and the Lufkin band traveled to St. Louis to act as the official entertainment. They also played at the Texas exhibition. 
The Fair lasted from April 30 to December 1, 1904, and the Hoo-Hoo’s met on September 9th at 9:09 a.m. 9 is an important number for the organization, which chose the black cat 
as it’s mascot to prove how unsuperstitious they were. 9 symbolizes the cat’s supposed 9 lives. Lufkin’s Hoo-Hoo band was the organization’s official band and traveled around 
the country performing at Hoo-Hoo conventions and representing the group in various exhibitions. Members of Lufkin’s Humason and Kerr families took part in the band for 
several years. 

Lufkin’s celebrated Hoo Hoo Band at 
Pikes Peak in 1906 on a trip to Denver, 
one of C.N. Humason’s photographs. 
Pictured on the back row, left to right: 
Norris Humason, Sam Kerr, Will Humason, 
Clarence McMullen, Charlie Cunningham. 
Will Stegall stands in front. The Lufkin 
Hoo Hoo’s traveled to Houston to join the 
Houston Elk’s lodge for the trip to Denver 
via train.



On May 4, 1901 Lufkin’s downtown area was devastated by fire. This photograph shows the north side of Cotton Square and N. Angelina Street during the fire as citizens try to 
save the contents of downtown buildings before the fire reaches them. The standpipe, standing prominently in the middle of the image, was built in 1891 in order to store water 
and supply downtown’s mains and hydrants, but the fast-moving fire proved to be too much for the city’s volunteer firemen who occupied the small wood-frame building located 
at the base of the standpipe. According to the Houston Post on May 5, 1901, “twenty-two buildings were consumed by fire, together with their contents, totally obliterating the 
north side of Cotton Square…the losses will reach many thousands of dollars.” 
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 “The Picnic,” at what appears to be a natural 
spring, circa 1910. The back of the photograph 
reads: “April 1 - picnic where everyone played 
hookey and all were supposed to wear their 
mothers’ ‘mother hubbard’ dress.” Those 
in the photo are identified as: Ora Medford 
McMullen, Archie Denman Hucherson, Hattie 
Walker Cain, Bird Medford Evans, Lillian 
Denman Shands, Dena Vinson Crowder, Gertie 
Crutchfield Kerr, Jessie McConnico, Bertie 
Denman, Cummings, Jodie Denman, Lela 
Muller, Linnie Bonner Martin, Lallie Chesnutt 
Davis, Dora McConnico Wade. Note the girls’ 
bicycle and the musical lute (or mandolin).
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The Pines Theater on 1st Street in downtown Lufkin advertising the 1955 movie “Battle Cry.” Opened in 1925, the building was designed by Shirley 
Simons and had an organ that was later donated to Southwestern University in Georgetown, Texas.

The Lufkin Industries office staff, in about 1911. Back row, left to right: Mr. Feigle, A. E. Percy, Fred Gann, W. C. T rout, W. H. Trout, Clifton C. Murray, 
A. E. “Dutch” Alderson, Mr. Graffens. Front row, left to right: Unidentified, Fred Luck, Charlie Grider, Rachel Goldstone, Unidentified, Fannie Russell 
Atkinson.
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Members of the Diboll Women’s Club, circa 
1900. Those pictured are identified as, from 
the top, left to right: 1. Mrs. John O’Hara, 2. 
Mrs. Frank Farmington, Head of Ladies Dept., 
in the Commissary, 3. Mrs. Andy McWilliams, 
visiting from Atlanta, Texas, 4 through 7 
unidentified, 8. Mrs. Hawthorne, mother of 
Thelma Hawthorne, and 9. Mrs. Rutland (Mary 
Frances Johnson), visiting from Atlanta, 
Texas. T. L. L. Temple, before founding the 
sawmill town of Diboll, had sawmills at 
Atlanta, in Cass County, Texas.

Red Cross workers during a membership 
drive ca. 1917-1918 in front of the Star 
Drug Store in the northwest corner of 
Lufkin Avenue and First Street. Some of 
those identified are Mrs. Martin Feagin and 
her children Ruth and Melvin, and Mrs. W. 
O. Greene, far right. The 1918 membership 
drive enrolled 6,554 members under the 
direction of E.L. Kurth, C.B. Edwards, and 
Mrs. Frank Snow. 
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 The filling station at Hoshall, four miles south of Lufkin on the Houston East and West Texas Railroad in Angelina County, ca. 1920’s. The first sawmill was built here in about 
1917 in the community once known as Bitterweed Flat.

 Lufkin’s 1892 county courthouse being moved in 1902, to be replaced by a new brick courthouse.
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Lufkin’s Garrett Elementary School faculty, early 1960’s. Front row, left to right: Thelma Ross, Flora Sippio, Odis Rhodes (principal), Viola Charlton, Ella Mae 
Austin, Bernice Harris. Back row, left to right: Roosevelt Washington, Willie Taylor, Truey Smith, Dorothy Strong, Christa Ingram, Helen Thompson, Gloria Toran, 
Ruth Shaw. Garrett Elementary was named for Malinda Garrett, who with her husband Austin donated the land on Leach Street for a new school for Lufkin’s 
black children. That school building opened in 1923-1924 and was first named Dunbar School. When Dunbar moved to a new building in 1951, the old building 
was named Garrett Elementary and served Lufkin’s younger African American students.

Five young women from Lufkin ca. 1894. 
They are identified as Maggie Walker, Dora 
McConnico, Blanch Swaggerty, Winnie 
Mantooth, Archie Denman.
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Tracing the Natural, Cultural, and 
Business History of an East Texas Forest: 

Previewing a New Book by Jonathan Gerland

Introducing a new bioregional 

history of East Texas, Boggy 

Slough: A Forest, A Family, and a 

Foundation for Land Conservation 

was researched and written by The 

History Center’s executive director 

between the summers of 2016 

and 2019. Texas A&M University 

Press approved the 218,000-word 

manuscript for publication in 

February 2020, and after several 

lengthy COVID-19 related delays, 

the hardback book is finally 

scheduled for release in January 

2022. 
Completed in the summer of 2019, Boggy Slough is being published by Texas A & M University Press in January 
2022 after several lengthy COVID-19 related production delays.
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 The new book focuses on Boggy Slough 
Conservation Area, a nearly 20,000-acre unbroken 
tract of pine and bottomland hardwood forest situated 
in East Texas’ Trinity and Houston counties. More 
than twenty miles of the Neches River, one of the last 
free-flowing rivers in the state, serves as the eastern 
boundary, and for more than a century the land has 
been one of Texas’ leading game and industrial forest 
management areas.
 A unique blend of natural, cultural, and business 
history, Boggy Slough presents a highly illustrated 
narrative of the land, the people, and the evolving 
purpose of this area of East Texas, from the time of 
European contact to the present. Gerland traces the 
many phases of land use in this forest as it transitioned 
from hunting, gathering, fishing, and subsistence 
farming to an experimental mix of stock raising and 
large-scale commercial forestry, eventually becoming 
important conservation land along the Neches River 
Corridor. Gerland explores the natural features and 
adaptive land use practices of the region as well as the 
environmental history of railroads and logging camps, 
barbed wire fences and company cattle ranches, and 
exclusive hunting clubs.

Southern Pine Lumber Company Engine 13, a former Texas Southeastern Railroad locomotive, pulls a log train from Boggy Slough to Diboll, ca. 1959.

Third generation Boggy Slough natives Jessie Dell Christie, seated, with her 
sisters, from the left, Evie Ora, Mary Alma, and Lottie Estelle, at Sullivan’s 
Bluff, ca. 1910, in what is now the Boggy Slough Conservation Area. Letters 
written by Jessie, Evie, and two other sisters that described the landscape 
around their rural home and school in 1912 and 1913 were published in the 
Houston Post’s long-running Sunday column, “Our Young Folks.”
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The light of a setting sun illuminates a lone cardinal flower on the bank of the Neches 
River in the Boggy Slough Conservation Area in October 2017. 
Photo by Jonathan Gerland.

A sampling of Indian artifacts found by Temple-Inland forester Stan Cook during road 
work along a terrace at the south end of Franklin Slough in the conservation area 
during the 1990s.

A white-tailed deer near Rayville 
at Boggy Slough in March 2018. 
Photo by Jonathan Gerland.

 The underlying story is the evolution and 
environmental impact of Southern Pine Lumber 
Company, founded in 1893 by T. L. L. Temple. Now 
owned and maintained by the fifth generation of 
the Temple family, the Boggy Slough lands are the 
last remnants of what was once a 1.2 million–acre 
forest empire. Gerland examines the family’s and the 
lumber company’s struggles to grow and manage 
a second-, third-, and fourth-generation forest, 
ultimately achieving sustainability while responding to 
changing environmental concerns and attitudes.
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Southern Pine Lumber Company timber cruisers pose with bottomland 
overcup oak and red gum timber near Britton Slough in November 
1907 inside what is now the Boggy Slough Conservation Area. Note 
the high-water lines on the tree trunks and the relatively bare forest 
floor, indicative of frequent flooding by the Neches River.

A black-crowned night heron 
perches on the bank of Boggy 
Slough in October 2016. 
Photo by Jonathan Gerland.

 Here follows an excerpt of the last portion of the 
introductory chapter, “A Story of the Land”:
 Boggy Slough: A Forest, a Family, and a Foundation for Land 
Conservation is a story about the connections between people 
and the land that made their lives possible and meaningful. 
Throughout Boggy Slough’s history, the land shaped and 
defined people as much as people shaped and defined the 
land. A diverse forest of hardwoods and pines that grew 
on mixed soils and varied topography afforded all resident 
generations with everything needed to establish homes as well 
as prosperous societies. The fertile and dappled land made the 
agricultural Caddo the most culturally advanced peoples in 
Texas in the eyes of European visitors, and it provided later 
American settlers with ample means to produce what they 
needed for their society. Each generation of inhabitants, as 
well as later industrial managers, adapted to the land and also 
modified it to meet their needs, all the while cultivating and 
shaping it into a landscape that reflected their culture, which 
itself was a product of the land.
 This story of Boggy Slough considers climate, soils, and 
topography, as well as animals and the seeds and roots of trees 
and plants. At its heart, however, it is a tale of caretaking, of 
the continuing relationships between people and nature, of 
natural processes and systems and of how men and women 
sought to manipulate them. It is a story of the life-giving 
energy of the sun and how people and corporations sought to 
direct nature with fire and other tools to increase the amount 
of sunlight that shone on the grasses, plants, and trees they 
desired the most, which influenced the kinds of wildlife and 
domesticated livestock they preferred to have nearby. It is also 
a story of time and the daily and seasonal cycles of life and of 
vegetation growth and dormancy. It is the story of a rooted 
forest, where death merely composted the process of renewal 
and new birth, where living trees shed their leaves annually, 
“repaying the earth with interest what they have taken from it,” 

A red-tailed hawk watches over a clearing at the old Sullivan home 
place in the north end of the conservation area in March 2018. 
Photo by Jonathan Gerland.
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A steam shovel prepares the ground for railroads in what is now the Boggy Slough Conservation Area in Trinity County in 1907.

A goatherder from Mexico poses with a herd 
of goats at Boggy Slough, ca. 1918. Southern 
Pine Lumber Company used the goats to control 
emergent hardwood brush in cutover pine lands 
to promote cattle pastures.

Brahman bulls at the Southern Pine Lumber 
Company ranch in Trinity County during the late 
1910s.
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To protect the lumber company’s calves and goats, government 
and hired trappers sought to eliminate wolves and coyotes. Here, a 
government trapper poses with a red wolf he trapped inside what is 
now the Boggy Slough Conservation Area during the early 1920s.

A lumber company armed pasture rider with his stock dogs at Boggy 
Slough, ca. 1918.

Barbed wire fences, stretched in 1913 all around what is now the Boggy Slough 
Conservation Area, significantly redefined the land as well as its human and non-human 
inhabitants. This photo made in 2018 by Jonathan Gerland.

as Thoreau famously wrote.1

 Railroads also played a part in the story of the land. 
Fundamentally linked to nature, they were built on products 
of the earth, including 3,200 wooden crossties in every mile of 
track, which harnessed the work of “iron horses.” Even their 
construction followed the earth’s topography, whereby humans 
decided the route but the lay of the land determined the way. 
Railroads at Boggy Slough, as well as elsewhere, were more than 
a technology. They were social engines that connected the land’s 
timbered wealth to sawmills and manufactured products to 
markets, where people decided the monetary value of nature and 
the rates of exchange. Everywhere their tracks extended, railroads 
transformed lives as well as landscapes.2

 The history of Boggy Slough is also a story of how nature 
changed humans as much as humans changed nature. People 
may have commodified Boggy Slough’s trees during the late 
nineteenth century, but it was the forest’s mixed-species 
composition that influenced who would market those trees and 
how. Ironically, it was Boggy Slough’s ecological diversity—
which earlier generations had prized—that caused most 
industrialists to overlook its hardwood bottomlands, lowland 
glades, and mixed-forest uplands. Instead, they preferred lands 
with the highest possible concentration of large pine trees, which 
held the highest profit margins. Consequently, Boggy Slough 
was acquired later than other industrial forests, by T. L. L. 
Temple of Texarkana, whose earlier lumber ventures in northeast 
Texas had all failed because of  exhausted timber resources and 
overextended contractual obligations. Those past experiences, 
combined with the Panic of 1907—one of the worst economic 
depressions in American history—which coincided with the 
beginning of logging operations at Boggy Slough, influenced 
Temple’s conservative approach to harvesting, whereby his 
loggers saved some smaller trees for a later cutting.
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This Boggy Slough hunting clubhouse, shown 
on a 1950s post card, was built in 1941 and was 
destroyed by fire in 1966.

Charlotte “Chotsy” Temple, granddaughter of T. 
L. L. Temple and now Chair of the T. L. L. Temple 
Foundation, jumps rope outside the Boggy 
Slough clubhouse, ca. 1949. Family friends 
Barney Franklin and his daughter Jean hold the 
rope as Chotsy (wearing a striped shirt) and her 
cousin Carolyn Allen jump.
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Buddy Temple, grandson of T. L. L. Temple, 
at the Boggy Slough clubhouse with his 
father Arthur Temple Jr. and his new 
Winchester Model 94 carbine gifted him by 
family friend J. J. Collins, ca. 1948.

 But while the land itself determined when and how 
it was industrially harvested, and despite its particular 
advantages being not yet fully realized, Temple’s managers 
sought to reshape it according to their own vision of what it 
should be. Thus, while waiting for a young “second crop” of 
pine trees to grow to merchantable size, they exerted great 
influence on the forces and cycles of nature, understanding 
only later that they were incapable of controlling even the 
consequences of their actions. Attempting to support large 
herds of cattle on the cutover lands, managers fenced the 
land and waged a costly war against emergent hardwood 
brush that shaded the grass. They excluded fire and 
introduced thousands of Spanish goats to consume the 
unwanted vegetation and then went to Laredo and hired 
more than one hundred migrant workers from Mexico to 
chop out what the goats could not control. It was all part 
of their “land clearing scheme,” managers said. In an effort 
to have sufficient year-round feed for the cattle, managers 
introduced nonnative “improved” forage plants, including 
kudzu, and Temple bought five cotton seed oil mills in 
Oklahoma and Arkansas, as well as 27,000 acres of additional 
grassland in South Texas—all merely to feed Boggy Slough’s 
cattle, a losing effort that required natural and human 
resources from two other states and one foreign country. 
Managers learned the hard way that they could change Boggy 

Slough only so much, before the land changed their minds 
instead.
 This story also tells of the natural and cultural conflicts 
that resulted from differing visions of Boggy Slough and 
its natural resources. Proponents of preserving open range 
herding and woodland commons hunting traditions resisted 
Boggy Slough’s unnatural fences with a vengeance because 
the stretched barbed wires abruptly redefined their customary 
exercise of usufruct rights as criminal acts of trespassing and 
poaching.3 Conflicts developed even within Southern Pine 
Lumber Company between local management and absentee 
ownership classes, specifically whether or not the land 
actually required cattle and their human keepers in order to 
successfully guard deer and protect trees. Another contention 
was the question of who should be allowed to legally kill a 
deer—employees, to keep them contented, loyal, and prevent 
them from joining labor unions, or influential politicians 
and business leaders, to gain and maintain their “bonds 
of friendship.” Definite answers were not forthcoming, or 
accepted, for decades, and fences and their implications 
remain a concern today.
 As with any patch of earth where men and women—
and even corporations—have chosen to live, to work, and 
to make their homes, Boggy Slough is ultimately a story of 
both mistakes and successes. While each generation decided 
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Logging operations at the Boggy Slough Conservation Area in Trinity County in 2014. 
Photos by Jonathan Gerland.

the definition of home by taking the land as they found it, 
shaping it to their desires, and seeking to sustain it, they also 
sought to pass on, in the words of environmental historian 
William Cronon, “what was best in it (and in themselves) to 
their children.” 4At Boggy Slough, it was the enduring forest, 
despite all that had once threatened it, that   proved most 
resilient and worthy of passing on to future generations. 
The growth of trees “covered up a lot of ignorance on our 
part over the years, fantastic mistakes that Mother Nature 
has recouped for us,” Arthur Temple Jr. once confessed.5 
Nature’s regenerative canopy of trees not only hid human 
blunders but in time also delivered redemption and produced 
gratitude.6

 Finally, Boggy Slough remains a land of varied cultural 
overlays. There are as many different stories of Boggy 
Slough as there are people who have known the place. These 
diverse, rich stories continue to confront the managers of the 
conservation area on a daily basis. While tales of mighty deer 
hunts and rousing clubhouse parties persist, the land itself 

continues to speak to all who will listen.
 At the Mount Pisgah Cemetery, on a hill among pines 
and scattered hickories, the stems of assorted wildflowers and 
the dried stalks and seed heads of past seasons sway gently 
as odes and elegies among modest gravestones that mark 
the lives of the people who once lived on the surrounding 
hillsides between elm-shaded creeks and branches. All 
around, the inseparability of natural and cultural history is 
evident—in words etched in stone, in the aroma of yellow 
jessamine in early spring and the scent of warm pine straw 
in late summer, in the sounds of birds and insects, and in 
breaths of wind sighing through pine boughs. Inside the 
cemetery’s fences, in the middle of an altered but recovering 
landscape that is as much cultural as it is natural, there is a 
beautiful pine savannah relic, a tiny patch of understory that 
once carpeted much of the surrounding forest. Boggy Slough 
is a story not just of what has been lost, but of what can still 
be found.7 
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ENDNOTES

In 2018, trustees of the T. L. L. Temple Foundation posed with the Cochino Loblolly, then the largest loblolly pine tree in Texas, according to the Texas Forest Service. From the left: 
W. Temple Webber III, Secretary-Treasurer Jay Shands, Vice-Chair Hannah Temple, Ellen Temple, William “Spence” Spencer (kneeling), Tom Darmstadter, Chair Charlotte “Chotsy” 
Temple, David Webber, and Jack Sweeny.
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2. The Pine Bough Restaurant’s neon-lighted road sign as it appeared at the Diboll restaurant’s grand opening on June 17, 1956, when a reported 2,850 
well-wishers visited. The town’s baseball stadium can be seen across the highway in the background, which is now the site of The History Center.

1. A highway billboard announces the newly opened, air-conditioned Pine Bough Restaurant in Diboll in June 1956. The Pine Bough Restaurant was a 
popular eatery in Angelina County for 21 years. Its history was featured in the December 1999 issue of the Pine Bough Magazine.
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2. Mildred Griffith Kitchens and her two sisters in Diboll, ca. 1925. Seven-
year-old Marguerite is on the right, five-year-old Mildred is in to her left, and 
one-year-old Joyce is in the wagon.

1. Diboll native Mildred Griffith Kitchens celebrated her 100th birthday on 
July 17, 2020. During the past year, she and friend Mary Walls donated a 
collection documenting her life in Lufkin, Diboll, and Tyler. Patsy Colbert 
interviewed Mrs. Kitchens in August 2020, and the interview can be found 
on our website.

3. Mildred Griffith Kitchens’ Lufkin High School graduation photo, 1937.

4. Mildred Griffith 
Kitchens on her 
honeymoon in Seattle, 
Washington in March 
1942. Her naval officer 
husband was stationed 
near Seattle, so she 
left her job in Tyler to 
be with him there.
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1

1. Here is another photo of Lufkin’s famous early 20th century Hoo-Hoo Band, posing after their 
award-winning trip to Denver in July 1906. The band accompanied the Elks Club of Houston to 
Denver on a specially organized Pullman train car and took part in a parade and competition. 
Before setting out for Denver, Charles Humason assured Houston’s Elks club that they were 
“equipped with a fresh first-class uniform and six hundred dollars’ worth of the most up-to-
date music.” They had so much music that they could “play continuously from the time the 
train leaves Houston until it returns, without repeating a single piece.” They placed 3rd out of 
45 entries and returned home later that week to accolades in Houston and in their hometown 
of Lufkin. Leading citizens reportedly hosted “an elegant banquet” in Abram Hall that was “one 
of the most pleasant evens in the history of Lufkin.” Locals expressed pride in the accomplish-
ments of the “little amateur pineywoods band of East Texas” and appreciation for its “value as 
an advertising medium for Lufkin and East Texas.”
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2. For all of the years it existed, Lufkin’s Hoo-Hoo band traveled 
the United States representing the Hoo-Hoo organization, but 
also Lufkin. City officials bragged in news accounts about the 
achievements of their musical ambassadors and touted their 
work to spread the good word about Lufkin wherever they per-
formed. Sometimes, however, the band made national news for 
reasons that might not have reflected exactly the image Lufkin’s 
town fathers would want spread in reports around the country. 
One such incident occurred while the band attended a gathering 
in Buffalo, New York in September 1903. An incident “danger-
ously near a clash” at the Hotel Vendome highlighted the differ-
ences in early 20th century racial attitudes between East Texas 
and New York. The article in the Buffalo Enquirer begins, “Hoo-
Hoo may have a fondness for black cats, but some of them have 
no desire to meet and mingle with the black man.” From news 
reports, another group also met at this hotel during this time, a 
group called the Ancient Order of Foresters (AOF) that included 
African American, Caribbean, and West Indian members. The AOF 
began in 1834 in England and spread into former and current 
British colonies and members of the Commonwealth and was 
an integrated fraternal organization, or friendly society as it was 
known in Britain. Members of the Hoo-Hoo band were surprised 
to enter the hotel’s dining room to find African Americans eating 
in the same room as white guests and were quick to register 
their displeasure with management, even threatening to leave 
the hotel. Members decided to stay after letting it be known 
they would not share tables with black guests. W. P. Humason, 
manager of Lufkin’s Bonner Hotel was appalled at the thought 
of shared tables, telling the newspaper, “None of the boys will 
stand for that. We are not used to and don’t intend to put up with 
it. Where we come from, they would know better than to enter a 
white man’s hotel.” Management assured both groups that they 
would not be required to share tables, but informed the Lufki-
nites that the Foresters were paying guests entitled to the same 
accommodations the white guests received.  Foresters assured 
all involved that there would be no trouble from them adding, 
“We are interfering with no one and we ask nothing of anyone.” 
They also assured the Lufkinites they would never need to 
worry about encountering them in a southern hotel dining room 
because they would never hold a meeting in the South.
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Lufkin’s enterprising Humason family not only took 
part in the city’s political, cultural, entertainment, 
and business life during the end of the 19th and 
beginning of the 20th centuries, they photographically 
documented many of these activities. Patriarch Thomas 
N. Humason, Sr. and his wife Fannie settled in Lufkin 
from Mississippi. They had three sons and a daughter. 
Charles Norris, known as Norris or C. N., was mayor 
of Lufkin twice, Lufkin’s city manager, the first fire 
chief, owner of an undertaking business, and founder 
of Glendale Cemetery. William P. Humason owned 
the Humason Ice Cream Company, known locally 
as “the factory” and his block-style ice creams that 
contained a design in the middle were popular at local 
gatherings. Thomas N. Humason, Jr. conducted the 
famous Hoo-Hoo band, of which his brothers were 
members, and owned both the Lufkin Steam Bottling 
Works and a cigar factory. Ruth married and moved to 
Nacogdoches. These four photographs and the news 
clipping on the previous page are from a Humason 
Family scrapbook we acquired in 2018.

2. First Funeral Parlor in Lufkin, Humason and 
McMullen. C. N. Humason started the Humason 
Undertaking Company in 1899, which became the 
Glenn Undertaking Company in 1901. Through the 
years, the Gipson family became partners, then 
owners of the company, which still bears their family 
name today. C. N. Humason and W. M. Glenn also 
founded the Glendale Cemetery in Lufkin, which is 
located on what is now Lufkin Avenue. 

1. C. N. Humason with his dog Bessie and 
horse Charlie in Corrigan, ca. 1890. From a 
Humason family scrapbook. 
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4. The famous Lufkin horse named Ottie, owned by C. N. Humason, pulled Lufkin’s first ice cream wagon, led the lead carriage in 
many of the city’s parades and funeral processions, and accompanied his owner to fires across the city in Humason’s role as fire 
chief. Ottie was much beloved by both his family and Lufkin’s citizens, who grew used to his presence around the city. He was 
believed to be 44 years old when he died in May 1918 and was buried near Glendale Cemetery and a marker was erected to mark 
his final resting place. The marker was later moved during road construction and is now beside gravestones of the Humasons.

3. The Henderson 
Mercantile 
Company building 
in Corrigan in 
1893, from a 
Humason family 
scrapbook.
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1. Mary and Harrison Frazier on their wedding day, 
March 1, 1911. Mary grew up in the Boykin Community 
in southern Angelina County and northern Jasper and 
Tyler Counties. Harrison grew up in Magnolia Springs in 
Jasper County. Both came from Freedmen’s Colonies and 
grew up on farms, and after their marriage they moved 
to the Boykin Community near Mary’s parents. 

In far Southern Angelina County, where Jasper and Tyler Counties 
intersect and non-river county lines are hard to follow, the Runnels 
and Frazier families were well known both within their own 
African American community and among the white society that 
surrounded it. As residents of the Boykin Settlement, tied to the 
Vernon / County Line School (located near the county line, the 
school was named by a student contest and Vernon won), the 
Runnels were longtime farmers and landowners in what was a 
Freedman’s Community, a place of refuge for African Americans 
where they could own their land rather than sharecrop, and form 
their own communities safe from harassment. One of James and 
Emma Runnels’ daughters, Mary, married Harrison Frazier from 
Magnolia Springs in Jasper County. They soon moved to the family 
land near Boykin Springs, becoming farmers and landowners of 
their own land. They were well known, and Harrison Frazier was 
held in high regard by both black and white neighbors. Mary 
and Harrison Frazier were married on March 1, 1911. They had 
thirteen children, ten girls and three boys: Arverta, Emma Lee, 
Neal, Dessor Ree, Marjorie, Wilhelmenia, Tommy Lee, Martilla, 
Valeria, Genoria, Ollie Mae, Harrison, Jr., and Rose Marie. The 
eight photographs that follow are from our recently acquired Frazier 
Family Collection. In addition, History Center staff interviewed 
family members Arverta, Wilhelmenia, and Rose (mentioned 
above) in 2010 and Sheryl Small in 2021, and those interviews are 
available on our website.

2. In May 1961, Mary and Harrison 
Frazier’ and their 13 children and 
their families and friends gathered at 
their home in the Boykin Community 
to celebrate their 50th wedding 
anniversary. The celebration drew 
mention in several newspapers, as the 
entire family gathered for this happy 
event.
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3. Arverta Frazier Mosley was the eldest child of Mary and Harrison 
Frazier. After finishing Vernon /  County Line School, she attended 
and graduated from Prairie View A&M with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Home Economics. After years of teaching and serving as a school 
dietician, she began a career as a County Home Demonstration 
Agent in 1943. In 1944 she became the first African American 
Home Demonstration Agent in Polk County and in 1971 was the 
sole Home Demonstration Agent for the county. In this photo, she 
stands in the center behind the film projector. Mr. Thomas J.R.R. 
Kotsokoave from Basutoland, South Africa, is between Miss Bolin 
and Mrs. Mosley.

4
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4. A group and parade float from the Franklin Beauty School in front of the Houston Public Library. Wilhelmina and Martilla Frazier attended this beauty school in 
Houston, with Wilhelmina going on to study cosmetology further in Paris, France. 
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5

6

6. Rose Frazier’s first grade report 
card, April 24, 1942. Despite being 
often neglected by the county 
school districts and passed between 
Angelina, Tyler, and Jasper counties, 
students at Vernon / County Line 
School received an excellent 
education. All of the Frazier children 
went on to pursue further education 
or military service. Even Harrison and 
Mary’s granddaughter Sheryl Small, 
who lived with her grandparents 
for several years during childhood 
recalled how well prepared she was 
for entering school when she and her 
mother moved to the Houston area. 
She was even promoted a grade upon 
enrollment because she was ahead of 
her peers. 

5. Rose Frazier, the youngest Frazier child, as a 
school girl at Vernon / County Line School near the 
Boykin Settlement community.
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Scrapbook Pages

7 and 8. These two early photographs, believed to have been made at the Vernon / County Line School circa 1920, show a home economics class 
(7) and a boys basketball team (8).

7

8
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Among the hundreds of thousands of 
photographs in the Lufkin Industries 
Collection are several series of 
unidentified negatives. The negatives 
showed signs of deterioration and 
vinegar syndrome, which when 
left to itself, could spread to other 
parts of the collection or even other 
collections. These negatives were 
scanned and then removed from 
the collection to keep them from 
infecting unaffected negatives and 
prints. 

1. This image shows the Angelina Building 
Material office and possibly warehouse in front 
of the Southern Pacific Lines Freight Station in 
Lufkin.

2. A log is washed as it moves 
up into the mill at Angelina 
County Lumber Company.
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3. This image is labeled “Angelina County Lumber Company, Keltys, TX; Colored First Aid Class, taught by Sam Sellers – Superintendent. Photo 
by R. M. Rosser, July 23, 1942.”

4. Lufkin’s Texan 
Theater advertises the 
1937 film “Woman 
Chases Man” starring 
Miriam Hopkins and 
Joel McCrea. Its tagline 
was “Woo! Woo! A New 
Kind of “She-Wolf”! 
She’s easy to meet, 
easy to love, hard 
to handle, HARD TO 
FORGET!”
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In 2019 and 2021, Mary Goodwin donated 
collections documenting the life and career of her 
husband, Judge Gerald Goodwin. The 2019 collection 
contained correspondence, inmate correspondence, 
District Judge election materials, case notes, appeals, 
and awards from his career as an Assistant District 
Attorney in Harris County (1971-1973) and Angelina 
County (1974), District Attorney in Angelina County 
(1975-1990), District Judge of the 159th Judicial 
District (1990-2000), Senior District Judge (2000-
2003), post retirement time in private practice, and as 
a special “Rocket Docket” Judge. The 2021 collection 
consists of seven scrapbooks documenting his career, 
kept by Mrs. Goodwin, and assembled after his death 
in 2016.

A Lufkin native, Judge Goodwin was born in 1940 
and graduated from Lufkin High School in 1958. He 
served two terms in the United States Army and then 
worked at Lufkin Industries while attending Stephen 
F. Austin State University, graduating in 1966. He 
attended the University of Houston Law School from 
1968-1971.

1. Gerald Goodwin is sworn in as Angelina County’s 
Assistant District Attorney. According to his boss, District 
Attorney John Hannah, he started his job immediately, 
assigning him to jury selection that same afternoon.

2. A news clipping from The Free Press in 1975 announcing 
Angelina County Assistant District Attorney Gerald Goodwin 
would succeed District Attorney John Hannah upon his 
announcement of his resignation. Goodwin was appointed 
by Governor Dolph Briscoe to fulfill Hannah’s term and 
then continued to win reelection until his appointment as 
District Judge in 1990.
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4. Judge Gerald Goodwin of 
the 159th Judicial District.

3. District Attorney Gerald Goodwin at his desk in 
the Angelina County Courthouse.
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1. The four photographs presented here are from our National 
Forests and Grasslands in Texas Photographic Collection. Here 
is the sawmill and millpond at Keltys, near Lufkin, in September 
1950. Owned by Angelina County Lumber Company, this mill was 
supplied and sustained by trees from the national forests during 
the 1940’s and 1950’s. The mill business first formed in 1887 
as the Henderson and Kurth Lumber Company, named for its 
founders Joseph H. Kurth and Simon Henderson. The company 
changed its name to Angelina County Lumber Company in 1890. 
In 1966, Angelina County Lumber Company sold to the Owens-
Illinois Corporation.

2. This picture shows a large pile of pulpwood at the Southland Paper Mill in 1950, much of which came from the national forests. 
Located in Herty, a community that is now part of Lufkin, the mill was the first to successfully make newsprint from southern yellow 
pine trees. The townsite was named for the man who developed the chemical formula to make pine-based newsprint, Charles Herty. 
When this photo was taken in September 1950, the mill used 600 cords of wood daily, producing 360 tons of newsprint paper, 70 tons 
of paper board and 20 tons of Kraft. 
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4. Pictured here is an African American family in their cabin near the current Boykin Springs Recreational Area in the Angelina 
National Forest. This photo was taken by federal photographer Bluford Muir in 1938. The identity of the family is unknown.

3. This cabin was in the Angelina National Forest and was part of the federal program known as the Zavalla Farm Rehabilitation Project in 1935, 
photographed by Sherman L. Frost.
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NEWS & N E W S  &  N O T I C E S

VISITORS, RESEARCHERS, TOURS, AND 
OTHER OUTREACH
 •  Pandemic visitation limitations continued for 
much of the year, although we removed them altogether in 
May. For the year, we had about 1800 in-person visitors, 
including about 300 in-person researchers, still down 
significantly from pre-pandemic numbers. 
 •  Pandemic precautions also affected our usual off-site 
presentations, but Jonathan was interviewed at the Chamber 
offices in June for a video feature and was also interviewed at 
the Center in November for two high school and university 
student film documentaries about the Aldridge Sawmill 
history and site ruins in the Angelina National Forest. The 
number of guided tours were also down for the year, as 
most groups generally avoided travel, but we were happy 
to welcome back both the Diboll Boys and Girls Club and 
the Housing Authority summer programs for tours in the 
summer as well as other small groups that visited. Maybe 
next year we will see somewhat of a return to pre-pandemic 
numbers.
 •  We assisted more than 300 offsite researchers during 
the year by email and telephone. Topics included the 
Humason and Gipson families and their cemeteries; log 
brands; forestland ownership records; the national forests; 
the Civilian Conservation Corps in East Texas; the Civil War 
and slavery in Angelina County; World War I newspapers; 
Judge Gerald Goodwin’s judicial record, criminal cases 
and their prosecution in Lufkin; the Temple family and 
philanthropy; and buildings in Homer. An Aquatic Science 
teacher enquired about our resources on the damming 
of local rivers and was able to incorporate several of our 
online resources about Sam Rayburn and its dam into her 
teaching materials. Land records acquired in 2020 continue 
to be heavily used by surveyors to complete current projects 
based on historical records. Staff also provided genealogical 
research assistance to multiple families during 2021.
 •  Photographs from our collections were used in 
a number of projects ranging from film documentaries 
to academic books to art projects. Local artist Stephanie 
Khattak used our photographs in her art, which tells the 
stories of the Homer area. The Tyler Loop used an image of 
an African American labor gang on the Texas State Railroad 
for historical perspective in a long-form investigation. One 
of our images was also used in a film for Travel Texas, a state-
sponsored advertisement that will run on cable networks 
promoting travel in Texas.  

ACCESSIONS AND PROCESSING
 •  There were 34 accessions of new archival material 
during the year. Additionally, we are working with several 
other donors to transfer family collections into our care for 
preservation.
 •  Notable collections include digitized versions of 
over a century of records from St. Cyprian’s Episcopal 
Church in Lufkin; around 7000 slides transferred from the 

Buchanan Realty office, formerly Bob Bowman’s office; 
Diboll Day collections; scrapbooks recording Judge Gerald 
Goodwin’s legal career in Houston and Angelina County; 
records from the City of Burke; papers and photographs 
from the Frazier and Runnels families from the Boykin 
Settlement community; Brookshire Brothers annual reports; 
a photograph of a November 15, 1900 lynching of 3 African 
Americans in Jefferson; and photos and annuals from the 
Diboll Schools.
 •  Processing work has focused on organizing, 
digitizing, and making small collections available to 
researchers, as well as continuing work on large collections 
like Lufkin Industries and the RMS land records. Staff wrote 
and uploaded 24 new finding guides to the website, allowing 
researchers to have access to current information about more 
of our collections.  Digitization has been a major project 
this year, and staff uploaded 638 new items to the website 
collections. Staff and volunteers have continued to digitize 
collections that are not yet online, but will be in the future, 
including nearly 2,000 photographs from the Museum 
of East Texas collections and index maps from the RMS/
Champion land records collection.
 •  The pandemic also affected the number of oral 
histories staff was able to conduct this year, but Claude 
Welch, Sheryl Small, and John Booker still shared their 
stories with us.  Their interviews will be transcribed and 
uploaded to the website for use soon.  Staff is already 
making plans for a number of additional interviews in 2022.
 •  Another important update in 2021 was migrating 
more than 11,000 accession and collections records from 
6 separate databases into a single cloud-based collections 
management software application. Though most researchers 
and visitors will never use this update directly, all of them 
will benefit from its implementation. Staff has spent a 
significant amount of time transferring and cleaning data 
and learning the new system, but it is already helping 
manage collections and contacts in a much more efficient 
way.

WEBSITE
 •  In addition to our in-person visitors and email 
reseachers, our website visitors this year numbered more 
than 40,000, who viewed more than 220,000 web pages 
and downloaded more than 4 million pages of digital 
documents.
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Workers from Georgia Pacific (all former Temple-Inland 
employees) pose with the Working Man statue upon 
dismantling it on April 6, 2021. They were moving statue 
from the former Temple-Inland corporate office building 
to The History Center, where it is being installed on a 
new concrete and brick base in front of our building. 
Left to Right: Sherman Thomas, 21 years employment; 
Jerry Bounds, 45 years; Charlie Johnson, 38 years; Randy 
Alsbrooks, 15 years; Stephen Wells, 26 years.

Among our tours this year were members of the Diboll Boys and 
Girls Club who visited in June.

Mary Goodwin and daughter Robin Collmorgen show the 
scrapbooks Mrs. Goodwin made to record her husband, Judge 
Gerald Goodwin’s legal career in Houston and Angelina County.  
They contain news articles and photographs that document his 
time as Assistant District Attorney, District Attorney, and Judge.

More than once this year, Sheryl 
Small drove from her home in 
the Houston Area to donate items 
from her family’s history. The 
Frazier and Runnels families 
were well-known in the southern 
Angelina County community of 
Boykin Settlement/Blue Hole. This 
important collection contains 
photographs, correspondence, 
poll tax receipts, and the everyday 
records of an early twentieth 
century African American farming 
family

Patsy Colbert celebrated her 30th 
anniversary with the Library, Archives, 
and History Center on April 1, as 
shown here, and then retired in July, 
leaving an indelible and irreplaceable 
mark on The History Center and its 
collections. Her knowledge of local 
history and people is sorely missed, 
but we know she is enjoying time 
with her family and camping and 
scrapbooking. Patsy, thank you again 
for your service!

Allison Hearne of Diboll joined 
the staff in November as Office 
Manager/Archival Assistant. 
She brings a wealth of talents, 
interests, and abilities to her 
position and all are excited that 
she has joined the team. Welcome 
aboard, Allison!

Volunteers Patty Oltremari, Carol Riggs, and Randy Burns (not 
pictured) have provided invaluable assistance to The History 
Center this year. Patty and Carol have digitized the bulk of the 
nearly 2,000 Museum of East Texas images since June and 
Randy has digitized some 350 index maps from 3 volumes of the 
RMS/Champion Land Records collection. We could not do all the 
we do without these valuable volunteers!
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