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HistoryOUR HISTORY

 For the past 22 years, under the title “Our History,” we have reflected here on the 
importance of collecting, preserving, and disseminating the records and memories of our shared 
pasts for the benefit of present and future generations. We have considered how we live life 
forward only by understanding it backward, realizing there is nothing truly new except the 
history we don’t know.
 Underlying all these efforts, and forming the cornerstone of our mission, is the important 
word, “our.” History is all about connections, including the relationships between peoples and 
places across time and memory. It’s about understanding that we all came from somewhere else 
and we all have profited from others before us and are still benefitting by and for one another, 
including many who have been mostly neglected in history.
 Reflecting on this year of social unrest and a global pandemic, this issue of the Pine 
Bough features diversity within our growing oral history collection, a new consideration 
of the Juneteenth Holiday, and a survey of our women’s club collections. We also continue 
photographic features from the Angelina County Chamber of Commerce Collection, the 
National Forest and Grasslands in Texas Collection, and other accessions, new and old, 
including special emphasis on Lufkin’s Civilian Conservation Corps camp, which for much of 

its history during the 1930’s was a segregated African American company that supported the public good and benefitted private 
enterprises as well.
 On the front cover you will see a 1953 photograph of Southern Pine Lumber Company woodsman Albert Mitchell, which 
artist Ronnie Wells used to create an outdoor statue in 1986. Arthur Temple Jr. said he chose Mitchell, rather than his own 
grandfather “or anybody like that” as the statue’s model because Mitchell “identified with the forest,” was a “great family man” 
and employee who embraced necessary change, and represented a “living symbol to what loyalty, devotion, and spirit” meant to 
his family businesses and the Diboll community. 
 Originally placed at the former Temple-Inland corporate office and dedicated as “a memorial to the loyalty and devotion 
of thousands of working men and women who created a great company,” the statue will soon find a new home at The History 
Center. With the assistance of caring benefactors, we plan to relocate the statue this coming year in recognition of our 
community’s continued devotion to preserving the history of all.
 Mindful of many past and present blessings and thanksgivings, I wish you all a joy-filled Christmas and a Happy New Year.
With warmest regards,

Jonathan K. Gerland
Diboll, Texas

Jonathan K. Gerland
Executive Director

Photos of Albert Mitchell with Arthur 
Temple Jr., Joe Denman, and the 
Mitchell statue, ca. 1986.
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Telling Everyone’s Story: 

Oral History at 
The History Center

A.M. Jeffero Fannie Farrington Lufkin City 
Councilwoman 

Guessippina Bonner

Arthur Temple, Jr. Helen Darden John Booker

By Emily E. Hyatt

 As custodians of history, staff at The History Center 
periodically examine the collections within our care, 
surveying their depth and breadth. It is our desire to 
collect and preserve the raw materials of our area’s history 
in order to allow researchers and community members 
to write the stories of as many people and from as many 
perspectives as possible. One of the most effective ways 
to do this, and one of our most diverse collections, is 
our oral history collection. With over 400 interviews 
that begin in the 1950’s and continue through the 
present day, these recordings and transcripts allow those 
who experienced history to tell about it, through their 
memories and in their own voices.
 Nearly all of The History Center’s oral history 
interviews are fully transcribed and available on our 
website in text-searchable PDF files. The audio is also 
available as streaming and downloadable audio files – 
not only can you read the words from the past, but you 
can listen to the voices of those who lived it tell their 
experiences. It is not just staff who believes this is an 
important collection – The History Center is a recipient 
of the Texas Oral History Association’s Mary Faye Barnes 
Award of Excellence in Community History Projects.

 Oral history as we conceive it at The History Center 
is a specific type of interview. An interviewer typically 
chooses a subject, researches that subject, formulates 
questions, contacts the interviewee, and develops a 
rapport with them, and then conducts the interview. 
Sometimes interviews are short and to the point and 
sometimes the story requires multiple interviews to 
be fully told. Oral history is unique from real-time 
interviews or paper records made at the time of an event 
because it depends on memory and allows for reflection. 
The passage of time sometimes obscures or confuses 
minute details, but usually allows for a full expression of 
feelings and effects. These interviews, when combined 
with written records created at the time of an event, 
can give us a fuller picture—containing both facts and 
feelings—which is invaluable for community history.
 While we have interviews conducted in the 1950’s 
that recall memories of the Great Depression, when 
memories of that time were relatively fresh, some of those 
same interviewees gave different answers about the effects 
of that time period when they were interviewed in the 
1980’s. Anytime someone will sit for an interview is a 
good time to conduct an interview, but for the ability to 
recall certain details combined with adequate time for 
meaningful reflection and perspective, staff has found 
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that 50-60 years is nearing the limit of time between 
event and an effective interview. Reflections on the Great 
Depression in interviews from the 1980’s have plenty of 
stories of Hoover Hogs and Civilian Conservation Corps 
Camps, canning facilities and WPA projects, but also 
come with the perspective of adults who lived through 
war and peace as well as flush times and lean times 
afterward, which for some interviewees influenced their 
perspectives when reflecting in interviews conducted in 
different decades. For this reason, in 2010, staff began 
conducting interviews with East Texans, particularly 
Diboll natives, who experienced racial integration of the 
public schools during the middle 1960’s. Interviewees 
could recall names and faces and conversations and also 
reflected on the changes since then and changes that 
still needed to take place. Interviewees reflected on the 
changes when schools integrated but also reflected on 
nearly 50 years of integrated schools.
 One of the strengths of oral history is that it allows 
anyone, not just those who run businesses or work in 
media or government or reflect majority culture, to tell 
their stories and contribute to the historical record and 
public memory. During the integration project, staff 
attempted to interview those who had been parents, 
students, teachers, and school board members, both 
white and people of color, to gain their perspectives 
and record their stories before it was too late. Of 
some three dozen individuals interviewed, 57% were 
African Americans and 43% were women. As with 
the racial integration project, staff continue to include 
diverse voices in our ever-growing collection, from all 
racial perspectives, men and women, life experiences, 
employment status, educational background, military 
service, and government officials.
 Interviews cover a broad range of subjects. Local 

government officials from Angelina, Sabine, and 
Trinity counties, including city managers, mayors, 
council members, and county commissioners, tell their 
stories of working in government and how and why 
they chose those paths. Ongoing interviews with local 
schoolteachers, superintendents, and a former Angelina 
College president continue to provide perspectives on 
education in East Texas. Local institutional leaders like 
a former publisher of the Lufkin Daily News, bank 
presidents, museum directors, forestry professionals, 
archaeologists, and the local zoo director share their 
experiences with their careers and how they influenced 
life in East Texas. Interviews also reflect the history of 
the region’s rural residents, with interviews with former 
residents of the submerged community of Concord 
(flooded by the impounded waters of Lake Sam 
Rayburn during the 1960’s), residents of several different 
Freedmen’s communities, and direct descendants of the 
area’s first settlers with memories of life in log cabins, 
wagon rides to town, hog killing season, and one room 
school houses. For perspectives on businesses and the 
companies that employed area residents and drove the 
local economy, staff have interviewed Temple employees 
from the highest executives to the laborers in the woods. 
Lufkin Industries employees from the foundry and trailer 
plant also get to tell their stories.
 It is in oral history that we hear stories like Pearl 
Havard’s. She remembered Diboll’s early days, before 
fencing laws and paved streets, when nearly everyone 
worked for the lumber company that owned nearly 
everything: “There were dirt streets, and chickens 
and hogs and things like that in the street and on the 
school campus, everywhere you know…” In spite of 
the conditions, Mrs. Pearl was proud of her classmates, 
saying: “There were a lot of children that grew up out 

Cleveland Mark Red Marshall Ellen Temple Rev. Bettie Kennedy Cora Nash Minnie Jones
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there that made real fine men and women.” It is also 
in an oral history that Mary Jane Christian memorably 
declared: “Sawmill kids have pine rosin in their veins.”
 Another thing oral history gives us is the perspective 
of children. Reading about the Great Depression is one 
thing, but listening to Red Marshall, native of Zavalla in 
southern Angelina County, remember the first time he 
saw and tasted an orange, adds literal flavor to the facts. 
He remembers: “Well, it was good. The peeling was fairly 
good, and the seeds [too], because we eat every bit of 
it. We didn’t throw peelings away, [we] put them in our 
pocket.” Even as an elderly adult, Marshall remembered 
the smell and taste of his first orange, a true Depression 
luxury for a rural kid.
 Paper records record the names of Diboll’s African 
American students who were among the first to integrate 
the schools, but it’s in interviews that historians find 
out what it felt like to be one of those students. Minnie 
Jones, who recalled feeling excited when it was time for 
her to move from the African American H.G. Temple 
School to previously all-white Diboll High School said 
she “just felt like it was an adventure. Something to do 
to set an example for the rest of the kids that would be 
coming this way. Because we knew it wasn’t going to be 
going back. We were going to have to go forward. So, 
why not go ahead and try to make things easier?”
 Goldman Dixon, Lemon Ligon, and Cleveland Mark 
grew up in Nigton, a Trinity County Freedman’s town. 
In a wide-ranging interview with Jonathan Gerland, 
the men describe the character of their hometown and 
the people who created and sustained it. Says Cleveland 
Mark: “Everybody was pretty well at farming because 
our parents came out of slavery and that is all they did 
was raise [crops]. And that is the reason Nigton was such 
a successful place. As slaves, they had learned how to 

grow stuff and all of this, and Nigton was just a thriving 
community. Now if you ran out . . . there were people 
who just never learned how to farm, you know, but their 
wives and kids were taken care of by other, you know, 
other members of the community. The men would just 
go down there and see that the children and the widows 
were fed.”
 Mr. Dixon also told stories about his time as a U.S. 
Marine. It is in this interview that he told about the 
“integration” of the bus from Lufkin to Houston as the 
local recruits went to join the service during the Korean 
conflict. In Lufkin, recruits boarded the buses as usual, 
with African American recruits in the back and white 
recruits, who also received donuts, in the front. Dixon 
said that by the time his bus reached Diboll, the African 
American recruits had started a lively game of craps in 
the back and the white recruits had made their way back 
to join in the game. With a laugh Dixon said the bus 
that was began segregated in Lufkin became “integrated” 
within only a few miles during a fun game of dice.
 Former Pineland Mayor and Southern Pine Lumber 
Company executive John Booker served as a bomber 
pilot in the Army Air Corps during World War II 
and was a prisoner of war at Stalag Luft 1. One of his 
interviews includes a harrowing account of being shot 
down over Germany’s Ruhr Valley, interrogation in 
Amsterdam, and his experiences at the POW camp. His 
fellow prisoners knew there was no chance of a successful 
escape, but they developed a complex tunneling system 
to maintain a sense of purpose and they bartered with the 
guards to get goods that made their lives a bit easier or 
allowed them to follow the progress of the war. Booker 
said: “We were just stuck. We realized it, but our Colonel 
says, ‘we are not going to sit here, we are going to harass 
them,’ so they kept digging those tunnels and making the 



Jim Ligon Pat Allen Ligon Buddy Lowery Margie Harrell Reuben “Jellie” Samuels John Powers

[guards] work to find them. Oh, those Germans would 
get so mad about that.”
 Another veteran interview features Iwo Jima veteran 
John Powers, who was born in the Fastrill logging camp 
and moved to Diboll when it closed in 1941. He was too 
young to join the military at the outset of the war, but at 
the end of 1943, desperate to join the Marines, he lied 
about his age and travelled to San Diego for bootcamp 
and training. He adapted to military life easily, unlike 
the “pretty little old Yankee boys, who never even had a 
gun on their shoulder,” he recalled. Mr. Powers joined 
the fight in Guam and then also fought at Iwo Jima. 
As he fought his way across the island, he remembered: 
“I looked back and they was raising the flag [on Mt. 
Suribachi], so I can say I was one of the person’s who 
saw that [famous] flag go up.” The fighting, however, was 
brutal, and as a sniper, Powers saw some of the worst of 
it. It is in this interview that we can hear the experiences 
of a local man who grew up and fought in one of the 
most violent battles of the Second World War. 
 Angelina County native Helen Darden grew up in 
the Freedman’s community of Vernon, also known as 
County Line School, in southeastern Angelina County. 
Her family lived near the Blue Hole, where her father 
worked in the rock quarries. Since her father’s job 
occasionally required him to swim to retrieve flooded 
machinery, he made sure his children could swim as 
well. Of their relationship with the Blue Hole she says: 
“My mother swam, my father swam, the whole family 
swam. My sister, she is six years younger than I am, and 
when she was a baby something broke out all on her 
body like hives or something like that. Momma carried 
her to Dr. Clements in Lufkin and he gave her some 
medication to use on her and she did, but it didn’t do 
any good. Momma say, ‘I’m taking her in the Blue Hole.’ 

So every day we would go to the Blue Hole, take her, and 
everything just cleared off so pretty. If you had some kind 
of sore on you or something that Blue Hole water was 
good for it.”
 Born in Nacogdoches County but raised in 
Huntington, Angelina County, Buddy Lowery’s interview 
gives a glimpse into the life of a man born the youngest 
of eleven children on a farm, where they supported 
themselves by farming cotton and making railroad cross-
ties. All of the children worked from a young age and 
among his earliest memories is being in the cotton fields 
as his family picked cotton. Mr. Lowery’s basketball 
skills led to more opportunities for him than most of his 
contemporaries, including scholarships to Panola Junior 
College and Stephen F. Austin State College, which led 
to brief careers in the American Basketball Association 
and the National Basketball Association. While living 
in New York, he spent time working for a modeling 
agency and was nearly picked to be the Marlboro Man. 
Returning to East Texas, he joined the family businesses, 
owning sawmills and banks and exotic game, for a while. 
It is in this interview that we can hear from a local man 
who started life as a cotton picker and crosstie-maker and 
became a successful banker, with stops in Detroit and 
Manhattan along the way.
 The History Center’s Oral History Collection is filled 
with many more stories like these, but there is always 
room for more. As we continue to collect, preserve, and 
make available the history of our area, we will continue 
to conduct interviews with those who have lived and 
worked in and shaped our area. If, as so often is said, 
history is written by the winners, then oral history is one 
way The History Center has been privileged to ensure 
that everyone’s story can be told, regardless of status, 
race, gender, or place in the world.
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 Summertime in East Texas is marked in several ways – 
baseball games, cookouts, and patriotic celebrations. One 
of those celebrations, Juneteenth, got its start in southeast 
Texas in 1865 and has since spread into a nationwide 
celebration of emancipation and African American culture. 
 Founded with the declaration that “all men are created 
equal,” the United States did not live up to the promise 
from its beginning, tolerating and even enshrining into law 
a system of race-based slavery. Men, women, and children 
of African descent were enslaved in southern states and 
though possibly free in northern states, their freedom and 
rights as citizens could be questioned at any time. Such 
contradictions eventually led to a bloody civil war—still the 
deadliest war in our nation’s history—with southern states 
leaving the Union when their slave-based economy was 

threatened.
 Texas’s 1861 Declaration of Causes to Secede left 
no doubt of the state’s intent to continue “holding, 
maintaining, and protecting the institution known as negro-
slavery – the servitude of the African to the white race.” 
According to the Declaration, Texas would not remain in a 
Union that no longer supported the “undeniable truth” that 
people of African descent were “rightfully held and regarded 
as an inferior and dependent race, and in that condition 
only could their existence in the country be rendered 
beneficial or tolerable.” 
 During the war that soon followed, President Lincoln 
issued his Emancipation Proclamation in 1863, finally 
making the national fight as much about freeing slaves 
as it was to preserve the Union. Lincoln’s act did not 

Juneteenth:
Celebrating Emancipation
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Members of the 1951 Diboll Colored Brotherhood, organizers of the Juneteenth celebrations, from the left: President Dave O’Neil, Rev. J. L. Tellington, W. J. Jackson, 
Master of Ceremonies Professor H. C. Kenyon, and Elton Armstead.



Some of the celebrants at the Diboll Juneteenth festivities held at the segregated H. G. Temple School grounds and ball fields, ca. 1950.

immediately free anyone, however, for it was aimed only 
at rebellious states, and Lincoln and his army could not 
enforce orders in such areas not yet under Union control. 
However, near the end of the war in spring 1865, the Army 
began moving into and occupying conquered southern 
states thereby enforcing the emancipation order.
 In Texas, U. S. Major General Gordon Granger landed 
on Galveston Island on June 19, 1865 and notified enslaved 
people and their former enslavers that “all slaves are free.” 
The order slowly spread its way across Texas as the Union 
Army moved to occupy population centers and news 
spread among those who had been anxiously awaiting their 
freedom.
 In the ensuing years, Juneteenth (a word combination 
of June and nineteenth) became a day of celebration 
and a beacon of hope to the state’s African American 
population, although life for the formerly enslaved people 
did not immediately improve very much. Shortly after 
emancipation, harsh laws known as “Black Codes” began 
stripping away what few rights there were, severely limiting 
participation in civic and public life. Though most were 
eventually abolished, the precedent remained, and new 
discriminatory laws and customs ruled for another century. 
Segregation of people by race, discriminatory labor laws, 
and limitation of voting rights were some of the legalities 

the former enslaved people and their descendants were 
forced to endure, while social and economic segregation 
that was not necessarily enshrined in law was enforced by 
extra-legal means.
 In the midst of crushing discrimination, former slaves 
in Texas nonetheless came together to support one another 
and build communities. Although ratification of the 13th 
Amendment on December 6, 1865 officially abolished 
slavery in the U. S., it was June 19 that became the day to 
gather for celebration and to remember origins, while also 
acknowledging the distance yet to go toward the goal of 
equality.
 Newspapers from around the state covered Juneteenth 
celebrations from 1866 onward, well into the 20th 
century. They were especially noteworthy in East Texas 
sawmill towns, where African Americans composed a 
sizeable portion of the labor force. Festivities large and 
small included music, picnics, barbeques, baseball games, 
speeches, and beauty pageants.
 Diboll’s African American community also celebrated 
Juneteenth with great enthusiasm for many years. Though 
they surely happened in earlier years, one of the first Diboll 
Juneteenth celebrations recorded by local newspapers 
occurred in 1947. Scheduled on the weekend following 
the 19th, the two-day celebration included barbeque, a 
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Kiddo Phipps, Mr. 
Joe Carr, and Mr. Joe 
Diamond prepare 
smoked meats on 
the barbeque pit 
for a Juneteenth 
celebration at Diboll, 
ca. 1948. As recalled 
in oral history 
interviews, the men 
often prepared the pit 
several days before 
Juneteenth and slow-
smoked the meat for 
multiple days.

baseball game between the Diboll Dragons and the Kilgore Oilers, 
the opening of a new indoor skating rink, and a dance. All African 
Americans in Angelina County were invited to the celebration via 
notice in the Buzz Saw newspaper. In 1948, the newspaper reported 
another successful celebration, with highly praised barbeque cooked 
over a company-built pit and supervised by cook Kiddo Phipps. The 
Dragons split a double-header with the Lufkin Foundry team, but 
that one win snapped a 5-game losing streak, so fans left satisfied. 
The newspaper credited the celebration’s success to two things: 
the money the community’s women raised and the contributions 
of Southern Pine Lumber Company. Like some other lumber 
companies, SPLCo not only allowed but encouraged the Juneteenth 
celebrations, but this year their contributions were especially large. 
The company donated $150 in cash, 25 crates of soda water, and 300 
pounds of ice to the celebration committee, ensuring attendees had 
cold drinks to accompany their barbeque. 
 Memories of these Juneteenth celebrations lasted for a lifetime 
for those who experienced them. James Rhone remembered the 
celebrations in his 1986 oral history interview, recalling how even 
children would stay up all night while adults cooked the barbeque, 
playing games to stay awake. The next day there would be organized 
baseball games and “the big feast and lots of soda water to drink 
and eat all day.” James Joshua also recalled the “red soda water and 
watermelons” as highlights. Pat and Lemon Ligon remembered 
a platform built for the celebration near the baseball field where 
there would be dancing after the barbeque. Mr. Rhone also recalled 
how the whole community came together, with churches and civic 
groups donating meat for the barbeque and his father and other men 
cooking over a big pit all night to prepare for the day’s celebrations. 

A Juneteenth news item from 1947.
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 Maybe uniquely among towns in East Texas, Diboll’s 
Juneteenth celebrations also included white citizens. Fenner 
Roth recalled attending the celebrations and sampling the 
barbecue, “even though we were not desegregated in those 
days.” Company official Latane Temple remembered that 
“everybody celebrated Juneteenth.” James Rhone said his 
father and the other men welcomed everyone in Diboll, and 
the “whites were welcome to come.” Arthur Temple, Jr. was 
a frequent guest, and many people remembered when U.S. 
Representative Martin Dies attended the celebration and 
gave a speech during the program at Temple’s invitation. 
 Juneteenth celebrations have come and gone in Diboll 
in the years since its heyday during the 1940’s and 1950’s. 
Civil Rights movements, people moving away, and a change 
in social dynamics since integration contributed to changes 
in the celebration. Many Diboll natives continue to believe 
in its relevance and feel the need for a day that reminds 
everyone of a turning point in their community’s history. 

Mr. Rhone, the H.G. Temple Alumni Association, and 
others have tried to keep the celebration going. 
 While local celebrations have changed, Juneteenth’s 
significance has spread. The day became an official state 
holiday in Texas in 1979, and in 2020, many national 
officials proposed making it a national holiday, since nearly 
every other state had also marked it as an official day. Since 
enslaved people in most of the other former Confederate 
states only gradually learned of their freedom, it is difficult 
for those states today to point to a specific day to celebrate 
this freedom. Texas’s unique day of remembrance and 
celebration, which carried throughout the country as 
African Americans moved to other regions, has come 
to represent the day of freedom for many Americans 
throughout the United States. June the 19th is a day to 
remember what was, acknowledge what is, and resolve to 
shape what will be, as we hopefully strive to become finally 
a nation of “all men created equal.”

Pictured here are the organizers of Diboll’s 1983 Juneteenth celebration in Walter Allen Park when E. C. Williams and the Diboll Hope Club were sponsors of the event. 
From the left: Albert Delco, E. C. Williams, J. C. Matthis, and James Rhone. Williams was a Houston businessman and Diboll night club owner who said he wanted 
Juneteenth revived in Diboll in honor of his father, Robert Williams, and others who once put great emphasis on the day of community activities. Over 1,000 people 
attended that year's celebration, following the establishment of Juneteenth as an official state holiday in 1979.
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Members of the Historical and Literary Club gathered at the Trout family home in December of either 1950 or 1951. Standing left to right: Mrs. George Henderson,  
Mrs. Walter McHale, Mrs. C.T. Clark, Mrs. W.D. Winston, Mrs. H.J. Shands, Mrs. Robert Stroud, Mrs. Ora McMullen, Mrs. Vernon Glenn, Mrs. Dick Philen, Mrs. W.C. Trout,  
Mrs. I.D. Fairchild, Mrs. Lloyd Schwab. Seated middle row: Mrs. Jim Abney, Mrs. C.E. Brazil, Mrs. Barney Bradshaw, Mrs. Coke Murphy, Mrs. V.B. Koch, Mrs. Ned Shands, 
Mrs.R.F. Pray. Seated on floor, left to right: Sarah Jane (W.D.) Thames, Mrs. Carroll (Ann T.) Allen, Mrs. E.L. Berry, Mrs. T.L. Taylor, Mrs. James W. Peavy,  
Mrs. R.C. Musselwhite, Mrs. Walter Trout, hostess.

Fellowship, Education, and Working for the 
Good of the Community:

Angelina County 
Women’s Club Collections 

at The History Center
By Emily E. Hyatt
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 The History Center is committed to preserving the 
history of our area and all who lived and worked here and 
those efforts reach past the important business, government, 
and “official” records. While such records are important, 
they tell only pieces of the story, and they necessarily reflect 
the actions and considerations of mostly the male leaders 
within the community. While women and minorities 
certainly worked at local businesses and contributed to their 
successes, many of those efforts are often not reflected in 
official records.
 One way we have been able to tell the story of the 
county’s women is through our collections of local women’s 
clubs. These clubs differ in their stated goals and purposes, 
but all of them provide opportunities for women to 
gather over shared interests, learn new information, enjoy 
themselves among like-minded friends, and take on projects 
that benefit their communities. From garden clubs to study 
groups to gatherings of professional women, these clubs 
have long histories, and the women members are some 
of the most influential in our county. Individually, these 
women could state opinions and work towards goals, but 
as a group, they could tackle big projects and leave lasting 

imprints on their communities.
 The oldest women’s club in Angelina County is 
Lufkin’s Historical and Literary Club. Founded in May 
1909 as a study club, the original members, led by first 
president Mary Feagin, gathered in the home of Louisa 
Belk to join with women around the country in learning 
together about history and literature. Their courses of 
study were quite rigorous, and each woman was required to 
complete the month’s reading list and take turns presenting 
an educational paper on the topic. The first year they 
concentrated on American History and Romance, and 
topics since have included American novels, short stories, 
Asian history, modern and classical literature, and many 
other topics.
 Having formed as a study club, not a social club, they 
joined the Texas Federation of Women’s Clubs in 1927. 
Like most women’s clubs formed for a specific purpose, 
their gatherings eventually led to projects that influenced 
areas these women cared about and looked to rectify wrongs 
they saw within their communities. One of the club’s first 
projects was to organize a “rest room” for women in Lufkin. 
When women from outlying communities came to town for 

Some of the Historical and Literary Club yearbooks and programs, part of the club’s collection at The History Center.
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shopping or appointments or accompanied their husbands 
on business trips, they had no place to rest and freshen up 
or gather with other women. This “rest room” was a safe and 
clean place for these women to retreat to. The clubwomen 
paid a matron to oversee the room during opening hours 
and stocked it with books and current magazines. They also 
used the room as a meeting place. Other projects included 
art exhibits, providing art for local schools, selling Liberty 
Bonds during World War I, volunteering and contributing 

money to the American Red Cross, supporting the public 
library, sponsoring a music contest, offering a scholarship 
fund to benefit local students, and pushing Lufkin to 
provide Kindergarten for local children (they even paid for 
the first Kindergarten building). They also sponsored the 
first health survey in local public schools and continue to 
provide books for local libraries.
 Another type of women’s club that allowed local women 
to gather under the auspices of a shared interest and also 

Members of the Diboll Garden 
Club, December 07, 1961. Seated 
left to right: Marge Shepherd, Beth 
Denman, Carolyn Wood, Eloise 
Hanks, Virginia Nelson, Esther 
Weber, Alice Dale. Back row: 
unidentified, Johnnie Barrington, 
Pearl Hoot.
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Historical and Literary Club members (seated from left) 
Ann Allen and Sarah Jane Thames, along with (standing 
from left) Evelyn Maude Bradshaw, Josephine Temple, and 
Dee Clay perform a skit during the Club’s 50th Anniversary 
luncheon in October 1958.



undertake projects to benefit their communities were 
garden clubs. Angelina County has had several different 
clubs, and The History Center holds the records of at least 
three of these clubs.
 On April 22, 1960, nine Diboll women met in the 
home of Marge Shepherd to organize the Diboll Garden 
Club. The women elected Mrs. Shepherd as Chairman Pro 
Tem and agreed to meet again with prospective members 
at the Pine Bough Restaurant the next month. At the 
first official meeting, members elected Marge Shepherd as 
President, Eloise Hanks as Vice President, and Pearl Hoot 
as Secretary-Treasurer. According to a club history written 
in the 1990’s, charter members included Alice Dale, Maggie 
Donahoe, Beth Denman, Jimmie Beth Durham, Janice 
Fulmer, Gertie Mae Lawrence, Pris Magill, Helen McGee, 
Ruth McMullen, Virginia Nelson, Viola Smith, Teresa 
Neville, Esther Weber, Pearl Ramsey, Molly Jo Temple, 
Flava Vaughn, and Carolyn Wood.
 One of the club’s longest active members, Bettye 
Greer, recalls being “thrilled” when she was asked to join 
the club. She and her husband Bill moved to Diboll for 
his first teaching job, and she enjoyed the opportunities 
the club gave her to meet other women in their new 
hometown, learn about gardening, and feel like a part of 
the community. The club was not a federated club, but 
considered itself a civic, social, and garden club, and its 
projects reflected that.
 Through its history, the Diboll Garden Club has 
organized projects to promote the beautification of the city, 
its homes, and its gardens, and promote conservation. Some 
of their projects have included landscaping around school 

campuses and city buildings and road medians, beautifying 
parks, and working with the local nursing home to provide 
landscaping and benches. The club promoted and organized 
Arbor Day celebrations, helped plant trees to celebrate the 
Bicentennial, raised money for the library, and for many 
years club members created hanging baskets for the road 

Diboll Garden Club members Marge Shepherd, Pearl Ramsey, Virginia Nelson, and 
Eloise Hanks plant a tree in January 1962.

Diboll Garden Club members held 
their annual Christmas Party 
at The Pine Bough Restaurant 
in December of 1964. Members 
seated: Virgina Nelson, Carolyn 
Wood, Marjorie Shepherd, Bettye 
Greer, Mary Gable, Maggie 
Donahoe, Birdie Pate, Eloise Hanks, 
Louise Lindsay, Viola Smith and 
Alice Dale. Standing: Ruth Curry, 
Beth Denman, Martha Fitzgerald, 
Shirley Blake, Rosa Mae Garrett.
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On one of their many trips to learn about plants and gardening, as well as 
promote friendship between members, Diboll Garden Club members visited 
Hodges Garden in October of 1971.

median light poles and decorated them for Christmas. 
They also decorated the Diboll Day Queen parade float 
and a club float every two years. The club sponsors a 
“Yard Beautiful” contest each summer. The city’s early 
designations as a “Tree City USA” and a bird sanctuary are 
due in large part to the hard work of the Diboll Garden 
Club’s members. Today, members take part in city-wide 
cleanups and volunteer at the Senior Citizen Christmas 
Luncheon each December, among other services.
 The Diboll Garden Club is still an active organization 
that continues to work for the beatification of the city and 
the edification of its members. Diboll native and current 
club member and officer Joanne Rainwater joined after 
moving back to Diboll in 2005. She has always enjoyed 
gardening and her family has a history of working to 
beautify the city. Her father Joe Bob Hendrick was known 
as the Johnny Appleseed of Diboll due to all of the trees 
he planted, and he and his brother competed in the yard 
beautiful contest every year. Mrs. Rainwater enjoys the 
fellowship around the shared interest of gardening and the 
excursions club members take to see gardens around the 
area, but her favorite parts of club membership involve 
efforts to encourage beautification in the city. In particular, 
the yard beautiful contest encouraged citizens around the 
city to make their patch of Diboll into a pretty area. In 
the 2000’s they began rotating the areas involved in the 
contest, ensuring that all neighborhoods participated and 
encouraging everyone to beautify their yards. Its members 

have also worked with Angelina Beautiful Clean, a county-
wide beautification initiative.
 Other garden clubs in the area have also entrusted 

their records to The History Center, including Lufkin’s 
Dogwood and Pine Tree Garden Clubs. Pine Tree is a 

member of the Texas Garden Clubs and takes part in Arbor 
Day commemorations each year. Its members take part in 

Once again, the Diboll Garden Club held their 
Christmas themed meeting at the Pine Bough 
Restaurant on December 14, 1967. Hostesses were 
Rosa Mae Garrett, Marge Shepherd, and Bettye 
Greer. Each member received a toy drum as a favor 
and all attendees brought a bag of cornmeal for the 
box to be given to the needy.
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A selection of the Diboll Garden 
Club yearbooks held in their 
collection at The History Center. 
Each year the club produces 
a yearbook that contains a 
program list, members, contact 
information, and projects. These 
yearbooks are an invaluable part 
of the collection. 

programs oriented around their gardens and visit gardens 
around the state to learn about gardening. The Dogwood 

Garden Club was formed and federated in 1949 and 

throughout its history has encouraged its members to take 
part in local and regional flower shows and to beautify their 

(Continued on page 19)

In December 1976, Diboll Garden Club President 
Louise McKinney (right) presented a $100 check 
from the club to Ellen Temple, chairman of the Town 
Enhancement Committee as Diboll City Manager Jeff 
Holberg looked on. The money was used to help buy 
200 live oak trees to be planted by the committee. 
The oak trees, which were part of beautification and 
improvement efforts celebrating the Bicentennial 
of the United States can still be seen around Diboll, 
most notably along Highway 59 in front of The 
History Center.
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Diboll Garden Club members take part in an Arbor Day Magnolia Tree Planting at Forest Haven Cemetery on January 17, 1986. From left to right: Mr. McKinney, Nan Miller, 
unidentified, Sim Gowan, Mr. Shepherd, Vernon Cupit, Louise McKinney, Oneta Hendrick, unidentified, Dick Hendrick. Mrs. Marge Shepherd is kneeling in the front.

 In April 1976, The Diboll Garden 
Club partnered with the Flower 
Gardeners Club to beautify the 
South Meadows Nursing Home 
in Diboll. Twenty women worked 
together to plant daylily bulbs 
and two fruitless mulberry trees. 
The project continued after the 
initial work day, with the groups 
raising money to purchase a 
bench for residents to sit on and 
enjoy the shade of the newly 
planted trees. 
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 Diboll Garden Club members 
celebrated Halloween with a 
costume party at their October 
1987 meeting. Costumed members 
on the front row include Jean 
Rowe, Peggy Burt, Sophie 
Lenderman, Billie Oates, Oneta 
Hendrick, Judy Gartman and 
Virginia Nelson. On the top row 
are Linda Cook, Dee Hodsden, 
Teena Kellam, Louise Maxwell, 
Edythe Weeks, Fran McClain, 
Beth Denman, Cathy Martz and 
guest speaker Barbara Sample of 
Everything Grows.

Diboll Garden Club members Mozelle Devereaux, Edythe Weeks, 
Aline Stovall, Jessie Conner, Billie Oates and Oneta Hendrick 
stand in front of the citizens’ memorial in the Forest Haven 
Cemetery after new shrubbery was planted around the base of 
the monument on February 25, 1993.
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In October 2003, Diboll Garden Club members enjoyed a tour of Millard’s Crossing in 
Nacogdoches.

Lufkin’s Dogwood Garden Club’s yearbooks often 
featured artwork that highlighted their namesake flower.
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(Continued from page 15)
surroundings. They have taken part in gardening programs 
at the Lufkin State Supported Living Center and organized 
a garden therapy project for its residents, held a plant 
auction to pay for a “retainer wall” at the Angelina County 
Courthouse, planted flowers and bulbs at a home for senior 
citizens, and promoted Lufkin as a bird sanctuary.
 Angelina County’s professional women have also 
formed organizations that benefit their professional 
lives and also serve as a way to positively impact their 
communities, particularly the Pilot Club and The Tall 
Timbers Chapter of the National Secretaries Association, 
which have each entrusted their early records to The History 
Center. For many years, Diboll’s Pilot Club, founded in 
1965, took part in fundraising for diabetes awareness and 
promoted Diboll’s businesses and professional women.

 Formed in September 1955, The Tall Timbers Chapter 
of the National Secretaries Association gathered secretaries 
from Angelina and Nacogdoches counties in meetings to 
promote secretarial education and skills. Billie Jean Jumper 
of Lufkin, secretary to Memorial Hospital’s director, Horace 
M. Cardwell, served as the first president and organized the 
first meeting, which took place at the newly built Fredonia 
Hotel in Nacogdoches. The non-profit, non-sectarian, 
non-union group was open to women actively employed as 
secretaries with at least two years’ experience. The national 
group’s motto, “Better Secretaries Mean Better Business,” 
influenced their meetings and led to their support of 
secretarial education and participation in local school career 
days. The chapter had 12 members at its charter, and its 
officers included Billie Jo Jumper, Frances Cross, Lottie 
Wimp, Mary Lee King, and Elizabeth Jenkins. Arthur 

Maron Parr, Mrs. W.F. Purdy, and Aline Stovall 
stand in front of a tree Mrs. Purdy planted in 
1965 when the Pilot Club of Diboll was formed. 
Mrs. Parr served as president during the club’s 
charter year and Mrs. Stovall also served as a 
past president.
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Charter officers of the Tall Timbers Chapter of the National 
Secretaries Association, October 1955 were President Billie 
Jo Jumper, Vice President Frances Cross (Not pictured), 
Corresponding Secretary Lottie Wimp, Recording Secretary Mary 
Lee King, Treasurer Elizabeth Jenkins (names listed by title, not in 
order shown).

Members of the Tall Timbers Chapter of the National Secretaries 
Association pose during a tea sponsored by the NSA on August 
6, 1955, one month before the chapter’s official charter. Pictured, 
from left to right are, Bobbie Hassell, Nathalie Massingill, Lydia 
Massingill, Mary Lee King, Carol Sinclair, Karen Gregory, Mary 
Kerr, LaWanda Collins, Clara Campbell, Dorothy Allen, Marjorie 
Pittman, Mary Frances Lamkin, Frances Cross, Ima Wilburn, and 
Billie Jumper. Also in attendance at the tea, but not pictured were 
Nancy Agan, Joan Griffin, Beulah Grisham, Dorothy Barnett, Joyce 
Brittain, Opal Satterwhite, Loretta Waggoner, Catherene Gartman, 
Lois Henigan, and Flava Vaughn.
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Lufkin Mayor Reagan Parker presets the Secretaries Week Proclamation to Elizabeth Jenkins, Marty Kennerly, and Alice Procell of the Tall Timbers Chapter of the National 
Secretaries Association in the mid 1950’s.

Temple, Jr. was the speaker at their first informational 
meeting. While the History Center holds only one 
scrapbook from the organization, its contents provide a rare 
glimpse into the lives of professional women in the middle 
of the 20th century, their drive to be the best they could 
be, and their joy at gathering together with like-minded 
women. 
 These are just a few examples of The History Center’s 
collections that tell the story of our area’s women. From 
these records, we can conclude that Angelina County 
women worked hard to improve their communities, 
beautify their towns, promote education for local 
children, and to satisfy their own thirsts for knowledge 
and professional development. It is also possible to trace 
the changes in women’s lives through the records of their 
organizations – from home-based, self and community 
improvement clubs to a gradual formation of organizations 

of professional women. In these records we also see 
how women identified themselves related to the type of 
organization and perhaps their roles in home and society. 
For instance, the records of most of the early clubs refer 
to members only by their husband’s name, and archivists 
worked hard to find their given names to include in 
this article. The professional clubs, in contrast, recorded 
members by their own first and last name, perhaps as a 
reflection of their roles as working women.
 These records are important components to our 
collections and give voice to a segment of the population 
that isn’t always heard in some of the more traditional 
archival records. To learn more about these groups, please 
visit www.TheHistoryCenterOnline.com. To contribute 
your organization’s records to our archive and ensure that 
they become part of our local history, contact one of our 
staff members.
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In October 1979, members of the Diboll Garden Club and the Flower Gardeners held a joint meeting to hear a program presented by Barbara Sample 
of Everything Grows. Pictured are, from left to right, Mrs. Sample, with hostesses Charlotte McClintock, Ruth Currie, Flava Vaughn, Beth Denman and 
Lil Sweeny.

On December 18, 1975, the Diboll 
Garden Club presented a new guest 
register and huge potted plant to 
South Meadows Nursing Home. 
Making the presentation were 
Phyllis Burnett and Margaret Pickett 
of the Civic Projects Committee; 
President Nan Miller, South Meadows 
Administrator Jo Nell Placker and 
Civic Project Chairman Billie Oates.
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In 1990, the Civic Project 
Committee of the Diboll Garden 
Club landscaped the entrance 
of Diboll High School with help 
from the Lions Club, Pilot Club, 
Booster Club and Temple Inland. 
Pictured left to right: Geneva Ard, 
Raymond Macias, Alan Miller, 
Jack Beene, Sophie Lenderman, 
Vernon Cupit, Dave Martinez, Sr. 
and Mozelle Devereaux.

In September 1982, 
Jean Rowe, president 
of the Diboll Garden 
Club, installed 
officers of the Flower 
Gardeners Club for 
1982-1983. Left to 
right: Jean Rowe, 
Delores Hodsden, 
president; Jane Miller, 
first vice president; 
Charlotte McClintock, 
second vice president 
and Sim Gowan, 
secretary-treasurer.
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Images from the Images from the 

Angelina County Chamber of 
Commerce Collection

The Angelina County Chamber of Commerce Collection 
is a rich source of images telling the story of Angelina 
County’s history from the early 20th century. For the 
second year of collection highlights, we have chosen to 

feature select images of the Texas Forest Festival from the 
1930’s through the 1950’s and a project of the Industrial 
Development Foundation in 1954.

Riding in a moss-draped forestry truck, Lufkin’s Civilian Conservation Corps Camp 838 Colored participated in the very first Texas Forest Festival Parade in 1938, as 
shown here. Lufkin’s all African American CCC camp worked on forestry and land conservation projects across the region and provided labor to construct a building 
for forestry exhibits at the Texas Forest Festival grounds on East Denman Avenue in Lufkin. More information about the Lufkin CCC Company 838 (Camp P-57-T) can be 
found in the Scrapbook Pages section of this issue.
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Angelina County Chamber of Commerce Collection

The Chamber created the Texas Forest 
Festival in 1938 to replace the annual 
Angelina County Fair and to expand broader 
festival participation across East Texas, 
primarily by promoting the region’s most 
important industry—forestry. In 1937 the 
Chamber appointed E. C. Durham of Diboll 
(shown here) to chair the Committee that 
recommended establishing the Forest 
Festival. Also serving on Durham’s committee 
were A. E. Cudlipp, C. W. Fenley, N. D. Shands, 
S. W. Henderson Jr., and John B. Perry of 
Lufkin.

In 1939 the Angelina County Chamber of Commerce began making Goodwill Trips across East Texas to promote regional participation in the new annual Texas Forest 
Festival at Lufkin. Airline buses were chartered at $2 per passenger. In time, the goodwill trips promoted other initiatives as revealed in this photo from April 1953 
showing Chamber delegates traveling to a convention of the East Texas Chamber of Commerce at Longview.

Here, husband and wife entertainers and radio and television personalities Davis Lee “Hank” and Juanita Huggins 
perform during one of the Chamber’s Goodwill Trips to Huntington, on the porch of Clegg’s Grocery Store in about 
1957. In the background, Chamber boosters can be seen wearing Lufkin promotional hats. Hank and Juanita hosted 
popular country music shows on Lufkin television and radio stations from the 1950’s through the 1970’s. Show 
names included the Kay-Tree (KTRE) Jamboree and the Double H Ranch Show. Also in the photograph, Bill Lenderman 
(playing fiddle) and Bobby Byrd (playing acoustic guitar).
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Angelina County Chamber of Commerce Collection

The early Texas Forest Festivals 
included popular lumberjack and 
carpentry contests. Here is Walter 
Morris, the first-place winner of the 
festival's nailing contest in 1948.

Albert Mitchell of Southern 
Pine Lumber Company chops 
a pine log at the lumberman’s 
contest during the late 1940’s 
as fellow contestants and 
spectators watch.
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Angelina County Chamber of Commerce Collection

Angelina County businessmen donated these registered Jersey calves to 4-H and Future Farmers of America students to be shown at the 1947 Texas Forest Festival 
Livestock Show. The multi-day livestock shows and rodeo were added to the Forest Festival programs in 1939.

 John Lee Hopkins of Burke and 
his Jersey cow were the Grand 
Champions in the Dairy Show at the 
1948 Forest Festival. Hopkins was 
a member of the Angelina County 
4-H Club.
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Angelina County Chamber of Commerce Collection

Posing at Southland 
Paper Mills are the 
1951 Forest Festival 
Queen candidates. They 
are, in clockwise order 
beginning at top left: 
Carol Ann Hanks, Jackie 
Strickland, Elsie Holt, 
and Lynn Trout. Jackie 
Strickland was crowned 
Queen.

Visible in the middle background, this 
aerial photograph from about 1956 shows 
the newly built Lufkin High School on 
the former site of the early Texas Forest 
Festival fairgrounds on East Denman 
Avenue, now home to Lufkin Middle 
School. In the right foreground are the 
Panther Drive-In Theatre and the Pioneer 
Drive-Inn Restaurant. Located at the 
northeast corner of Timberland Drive 
and East Denman Avenue, the Panther 
Drive-In was owned and operated by 
Phil Isley Theaters, Inc., of Dallas and 
was built in the summer of 1953 by 
Tommy Griffin Construction Company, 
also of Dallas, opening on October 27 
that year. Two Janet Leigh films were 
featured: THE NAKED SPUR, with James 
Stewart, Robert Ryan, and Ralph Meeker, 
and CONFIDENTIALLY CONNIE, with Van 
Johnson and Louis Calhern. Following 
economic setbacks, the Panther Drive-In 
was demolished by local developer R. B. 
Thompson in February 1974.
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Angelina County Chamber of Commerce Collection

Workers, mostly white women, process chickens at the new Pluss-Tex Poultry Processing Plant in Lufkin, ca. 1960. The plant was a project of the Angelina Chamber of 
Commerce’s Industrial Development Foundation.

Exterior view of the 
Pluss-Tex Poultry 
Processing Plant on 
Highway 94 in Lufkin near 
the time of opening in the 
summer of 1954.
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Images fromImages from

National Forests and Grasslands 
in Texas Collection

This fifth installment of photographs from the 
National Forests and Grasslands of Texas Collection 
features an historic church and early homes and 
cabins within the NFGT’s lands in East Texas. This 
large photographic collection continues to be a rich 
resource documenting the forestlands of East Texas 
and their families and communities.

1 and 2. These photos taken by U.S. 
Forest Service photographer Bluford 
Muir in August 1938 show the interior 
and exterior of McMahan’s Chapel in 
San Augustine County. Still considered 
the oldest Protestant church with 
ongoing services in Texas, McMahan’s 
Chapel was organized and founded 
in 1833 by Samuel Doak McMahan. A 
settler from Tennessee, and ancestor 
of History Center archivist Allison 
Grimes, McMahan first formed the 
church as a religious society, since 
Protestant churches were illegal in 
Mexican Texas at the time. The first 
minister was Methodist circuit rider, 
James P. Stevenson. In 1838, after 
Texas Independence, Littleton Fowler 
became an appointed minister and 
oversaw construction of the first 
church building, made of logs, which 
became known as McMahan’s Chapel 
in 1839. A frame structure replaced the 
log building in 1872 and then a similar 
structure, likely the one pictured 
here, was built in 1900. The present 
brick church was built in 1949 and 
dedicated in 1956.

1

2
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3 and 4. Photographer Bluford Muir also 
made these two photos in 1938, of log 
homes in Shelby County, in the East 
Hamilton community, one of the oldest 
settled areas in Texas, which is now 
mostly under the impounded waters of 
Toledo Bend Reservoir. In photo 3, Muir 
noticed this woman and her child, two 
of the cabin’s tenants, and he included 
them in his recording of the location. 
Forest Service information pertaining 
to Photo 4 stated that the log house 
was reportedly the first house in Shelby 
County, built in 1817 by John Latham, 
one of the region’s earliest settlers from 
the United States.

National Forests and Grasslands in Texas Collection

3

4
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Scrapbook Pages

1

2

32 Th e Pi n e bo u g h

Photos 1 and 2: Two group 
photos of Lufkin’s Civilian 
Conservation Corps Company 
838 Colored, Camp P-57-T, 
from the publication, Civilian 
Conservation Corps Official 
Annual—1936, Lufkin District, 
8th Corps Area. Identifications 
and a brief history are on the 
following page.
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Scrapbook Pages

Continuing from the two previous pages…

 As part of President Roosevelt’s earliest and 
most popular New Deal programs, Lufkin’s Civilian 
Conservation Corps Company 838 organized 
in May 1933 at Fort Sam Houston and quickly 
received assignment to Lufkin as the fourth company 
to occupy Deep East Texas, following camps at 
Livingston, San Augustine, and Honey Island. After 
the racial segregation of camps in Texas during the 
summer of 1935, Lufkin became a wholly African 
American unit in September of that year. Between 
1933 and 1936, the Lufkin camp built 15 one-
hundred-foot fire lookout towers, over 155 miles of 
first-class roads, 638 bridges up to 200 feet in length, 
and over 83 miles of telephone lines. In addition, 
the camp built countless miles of lesser roads in rural 
communities used by school busses, mail carriers, and 
visitors to churches and cemeteries. Among numerous 
other public works in the years that followed, 
Company 838 Colored also built a building for 
forestry exhibits at the Texas Forest Festival grounds 
on Denman Avenue in Lufkin in 1938.

 Here are the names of some of the members 
of Lufkin’s CCC Company 838 Colored, in no 
particular order, from the 1936 Official Annual 
cited on the previous page: R. E. Erwin, Supt.; 
A. O. Anders; J. H. Branch; E. Gibbs; R. I. 
Gibson; O. H. Hill; T. I. Lashly; H. Matthews; 
T. McDermott; J. D. Swanson; G. D. Walker; J. 
H. Allen, Newville, Tex.; M. A. Dacus, Jasper; H. 
Frazier, Zavalla; E. Gordon, Beaumont; G. Quill, 
Beaumont; C. Smith, Beaumont; W. Thomas, 
Lufkin; C. L. Adams, Fort Worth; B. Anderson, 
Nacogdoches; E. Calvin, Groveton; J. Brown, 
Houston; J. A. Bryant, Coldspring; L. D. Daniel 
Dallas; U. Graze, Beaumont; J. Nichols, McDad; 
L. Sanders, Jr., Lufkin; W. Toussaint, Beaumont; 
H. Williams, Lufkin; F. Alridge, Bastrop; D. Bean, 
Jasper; E. Blount, Choice; L. C. Boone, Dallas; 
E. Boyd, Greenville; W. G. Brown, Giddings; A. 
Busby, Woodville; Ed. Busby, Beaumont; H. Carter, 
Hillister; R. C. Carter, Dallas; R. Clay, Conroe; G. 
Crawford, New Waverly; A. Davis, Jr., LaGrange; 
A. X. Davis, Bryan; M. Davis, Bryan; F. Deming, 
Wortham; R. Dobbins, Taylor; J. Dudley, Brenham; P. 

Edwards, Kirven; Ed. Finley, Denison; C. Forderson, 
Smithville; W. Francis, Nome; P. Garcia, Royse City; 
I. Gardner, Hillister; L. Gentry, Denison; Dave Gibbs, 
Corsicana; T. Givens, Cooper; A. Green, Bastrop; F. 
Grice, Beaumont; A. Hannah, Fort Worth; J. Harris, 
Houston; R. T. Hays, Taylor; A. M. Henderson, 
Dallas; J. Henderson, Brenham; H. Henson, Kirven; 
D. Hicks, Teague; J. Hickman, Fort Worth; A. 
Hollins, Port Arthur; W. Holt, Woodville; C. Hooker, 
Celeste; D. Hubert, Brenham; E. Hubert, Brenham; 
E. Isaacs, Taylor; B. T. Jackson, Columbus; J. E. 
Jackson, Waskom; D. Johnson, Taylor; F. Johnson, 
Houston; J. Johnson, Orange; C. Jones, Calvert; D. 
Jones, Houston; R. Jones, Fort Worth; A. Kellough, 
Bastrop; A. Keys, Marshall; W. Killingsworth, Taylor; 
W. King, Manning; Lewis Land, Jasper; E. Landry, 
Beaumont; R. Legard, Beaumont; M. H. Lincoln, 
Smithville; F. Lively, Kirbyville; D. Little, Lufkin; 
D. Livingston, Beaumont; N. Logan, Yellowpine; 
L. Lucky, Plano; A. Madison, Port Arthur; R. J. 
Martin, Deleste; B. Mitchell, Jasper; J. W. Mitchell, 
Dawson; J. Monroe, Jasper; T. Murphy, Dallas; 
R. McGriff, Corsicana; J. McMillan, Lufkin; W. 
McIntosh, Fort Worth; V. McVade, McDade; G. 
Nelson, Hearne; R. Nelson, Port Arthur; B. Nile, 
Beaumont; A. J. Nunn, Giddings; M. W. Palmer, 
Corsicana; F. Parker, Oakhurst; L. T. Parker, Dallas; 
J. Payne, Dallas; R. Percy, Magnolia Springs; H. 
Phillips, Palestine; P. Pittman, Beaumont; J. L. Powell, 
Smithville; G. Penney, Denison; W. Price, Neuville; L. 
J. Ray, Orange; S. Reeves, Port Arthur; A. Richards, 
Brookeland; W. Richardson, Dallas; B. Ridge, 
Smithville; G. Robert, Lufkin; C. D. Robinson, 
Bastrop; T. Robinson, Taylor; A. D. Saddler, Lufkin; 
F. Scott, Lufkin; C. Shelby, Jasper; T. Shephard 
Marshall; A. Simmons, Dallas; P. Singleton, Choice; 
A. Sylvester, Beaumont; J. Tillman, Calvert; A. 
Thomas, Manning; W. H. Thomas, Dallas; W. Trigg, 
Bastrop; I. Tucker, Corsicana; C. D. Vance, Corsicana; 
S. Waller, Jr., Corsicana; E. Wade, McDade; J. Walker, 
Fort Worth; R. Warren, Taylor; R. Washington, 
Bastrop; C. W. White, Giddings; W. J. Whitley, Del 
Valle; W. Whitmill, Diboll; C. Wide, Port Arthur; 
C. Williams, Jamestown; J. Williams, Royse City; 
R. X. Williams, Woodville; C. Wright, Jr., Dallas; E. 
Wright, Beaumont; R. Redden, Jacksonville; and W. 
Yarborough, Beaumont.
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Photos 3 and 4: Earlier this year, patrons DeLois Broussard and Tom Gann generously 
loaned to us papers and photographs belonging to the family of early Angelina County 
newspaperman Casper Androus Ricks, which we were allowed to digitize and add to 
our permanent collections. Included were early 20th Century newspapers and family 
photographs. Ricks, a native of Indiana who moved south with his family, eventually 
ending up in Jefferson, Texas and Natchitoches, Louisiana, was a child veteran of the 
Civil War. At the age of 12 he joined Company C of the 2nd Trans-Mississippi Cavalry, 
C.S.A. and was captured at the Battle of Mansfield. His mother was in the area visiting 
a nearby plantation, so she joined her son on the steamship to New Orleans, eventually 
securing his parole from prison. After the war, he traveled to Texas and eventually 
to Angelina County, settling finally in the Homer area. He was appointed Postmaster 
General in Homer in 1881 and through the years he farmed, joined various sawmill 
ventures, and taught school. In the early 20th century, he owned and operated The 
Huntington Herald, The Lufkin Courier, The Huntington Messenger, and The Huntington 
Weekly News. In 1916 and 1918, Mr. Ricks unsuccessfully ran for Texas Congress. 
He sold his newspapers in the late 1920’s. These two photos show a portrait of Ricks 
holding his pen, broad axe, and an issue of the Huntington Herald and some of the 
Lufkin and Huntington newspapers that are now part of the collection.
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5. The Diboll Garden Club won first prize in the civic club division of the Diboll Day parade in October 1962. Club members designed the float and made 
the 3,000 pink and blue roses by hand.

6. Once again, the 
Diboll Garden Club 
members created an 
award-winning parade 
float, receiving first 
place in the civic club 
division in October 
1968 for their float 
featuring local children.

6

5
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7. With a nod to both the 
town’s history and the 
changing times, the Diboll 
Garden Club entitled their 
1974 Diboll Day parade float, 
"Diboll Women - Then & 
Now." From churning butter, 
sewing quilts, and washing 
clothes with a washboard 
to riding motorcycles 
and playing tennis, the 
women of the Garden Club 
demonstrated how their roles 
within the home and the town 
were always changing.

8. In keeping with 
the Bicentennial 
Celebration theme, 
the Diboll Garden Club 
entitled their 1976 
Diboll Day parade float, 
"Sail On America." 
Mrs. Clyde Thompson 
(left) and Margie 
Jennings (right) rode 
in the ship built in the 
back of a Big Tin Barn 
truck.

8

7
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9. In October 1976, Lufkin City Manager Harvey Westerholm (right) received the 
first swine flu shot in Lufkin from City-County Health Director Dr. Alfred Hamilton 
(left). The photo was taken to encourage Lufkin’s residents to take advantage of the 
upcoming flu shot clinic for people over the age of 65. First noticed in soldiers at 
Fort Dix, New Jersey, this version of the flu had similar properties to the devastating 
1918 influenza that swept the world during the closing months of World War I. After 
its discovery, scientists quickly pushed for a vaccine that could prevent a pandemic 
during the 1976-1977 flu season. Working with state and local health departments, 
over 40 million Americans were vaccinated against this disease. 

9

10

10. This 1897 article from the Houston Daily Post updates its readers on the events happening in Angelina County. Amidst the report about the rising Angelina 
River and the status of several sawmills, the travels of several local judges, and the rising number of marriages by elopement, the correspondent mentions that 
“La grippe and typhoid fever have prostrated many citizens of the town and country.” County officials were unable to work due to sickness and doctors reported 
several deaths from the diseases. Despite this outbreak of deadly disease, house construction continued apace. Typhoid is usually caused by a bacterium passed 
along in contaminated water or food, but La grippe is a disease harder for modern readers to place. In many cases before the middle of the 20th century, it is 
used as another name for influenza, but some health departments reported them as separate diseases. In a report to the American Medical Association from a 
Gainesville, Texas physician in 1899, the disease was described as having similar symptoms as influenza and though they did not fully understand the modes of 
transmission, they did find it similar to the flu. He also mentioned an epidemic of La grippe in Texas in 1897, confirming the Post’s report of events in Lufkin.
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12. 1,216 people, many of 
them company employees, 
received free X-Rays 
when the Tuberculosis 
Association's mobile unit 
came to Lufkin Foundry 
and Machine Company’s 
headquarters in early 
summer 1949.

11. In 1949, Lufkin Foundry and Machine Company offered free typhoid shots to its employees and their families. J. M. Hutson, center, 
machine shop inspection booth employee, watches as R. M. Duke, left, and Tom Pate, Jr., both welding shop employees, received their 
shots from nurses Bennie Harrell, left, and Siddie Mae Walters, right. The typhoid vaccine, which protects from an infection caused by the 
Salmonella typhi bacteria, had been available in the United States since 1914.

11

12
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14

14. Pictured in the bottom left front of this photograph is longtime Zavalla postmaster David Renfro, who served in that position from 1958 to 1987, at a USPS 
training event. In the 29 years he served Zavalla, Renfro saw his town and his responsibilities grow, filing countless new reports, serving 600 more customers and 
managing nearly 300 more postboxes than when he started, and supervising delivery to 100 more miles of rural delivery. Upon his retirement, newspaper tributes 
hailed his community spirit, his hard work to make sure everyone received every piece of mail, his diligence when helping community members with postal issues 
or anything else they told him about, his work with the Boy Scouts, the school board, the rodeo, the draft board, and the Christmas parade.  

13. In August, Patricia Renfro 
Jones and her husband Bill 
donated a collection of Renfro 
family photographs to the History 
Center. Mrs. Jones, daughter 
of longtime Zavalla postmaster 
and civic leader David Renfro, 
told stories about family history 
and their connection to southern 
Angelina County as she showed 
each of the items 
to staff.

Scrapbook Pages

15. One of Patricia Renfro 
Jones’ Angelina County 
ancestors, 
John Franklin Renfro.

15
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16 and 17. Mark Shepherd 
donated a collection of 
his father’s materials this 
fall, including nearly 70 
photographic slides from 
the Shepherd and Denman 
families. These two slides 
show scenes from Diboll in 
the late 1960’s, including 
Rexall Cash Drugs, the Dairy 
Kream, and the Pine Bough 
Restaurant. It’s interesting 
to notice the bicycles in the 
photos.
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18

19

18 and 19. August 2020 marked a milestone 
anniversary for American democracy, the 
ratification of the 19th amendment to the 
United States Constitution, which states: 
“The right of citizens of the United States to 
vote shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any State on account of 
sex.”  History Center Committee Chair Ellen 
Temple (photo 19) has long been a proponent 
of preserving women’s history and telling the 
story of the struggle for woman suffrage, and 
in 1987 she published Citizens at Last: The 
Woman Suffrage Movement in Texas (photo 
18). In honor of the 100th anniversary of the 
19th amendment, she is now completing 
a documentary film on the exciting topic. 
In photo 19, Ellen poses with our Jonathan 
Gerland and with Eric Lupfer, executive 
director of Humanities Texas, at an early 
film viewing at the annual meeting of the 
Texas State Historical Association in Austin in 
February.  
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20. and 21. Angelina County women 
took part in voting as soon as 
they could. A collection from the 
Brashears family of Angelina County 
includes Democratic Party Primary 
poll lists like this one showing that 
Mrs. M. E. McCarty was the first 
voter at Burke’s Precinct #3 in July 
1922. The collection also contains 
tax receipts, including early poll tax 
receipts from Mrs. R. L. Brashears 
and Mrs. J. C.  (Rosie McClendon) 
Brashears (photo 21). Rosie’s photo 
comes from a tintype in 
the collection.

20

21
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NEWS & N E W S  &  N O T I C E S

VISITORS, RESEARCHERS, TOURS, AND 
OTHER OUTREACH
 Due to the pandemic, our in-person visitation numbers 
were down significantly after closing to the public on March 
16 and reopening on May 4 by appointment only, mostly 
to researchers exclusively. For the year, we had some 750 in-
person visitors, including about 250 in-person researchers.
 Among the also decreased number of programs, 
Jonathan gave offsite, in-person presentations to the Kiwanis 
Club at Lufkin’s Kurth Memorial Library in January and 
to the Woodville Rotary Club at Woodville’s Heritage 
Village in March. Emily wrote an article that was published 
in March 2020’s edition of Texas Heritage Magazine that 
showcased the Center’s Oral History Collections and 
featured several photographs, including the front cover 
image of Dred Devereaux’s crew atop the logging railroad 
steel truss bridge spanning the Trinity River.
 The number of tour groups also were down significantly 
since we were open for group tours mostly during winter, 
not a typically busy tour season.
 We assisted an average of 40 remote researchers a 
month during much of the year. Research topics included 
the work of the Civilian Conservation Corps in East 
Texas, railroad logging, the U.S. Olympic sprinter Fred 
Newhouse, our Japanese soldier’s diary from the island of 
Iwo Jima during the World War II battle there, sawmills at 
Rockland, early “beef trail” transportation routes through 
central East Texas, numerous records within one of our large 
business collections, and photographs of rural life in East 
Texas. Several researchers were new homeschoolers, and one 
in Colorado inquired about our collection of East Texas 
logging camp house photographs as part of their reading of 
the popular “Box Car Children” children’s books.  Also, a 
few researchers were interested in information on World War 
II practice bombing ranges in East Texas and a researcher 
inquired about his family’s connection to the Emporia 
Sawmill and its fire in 1906.
 Filmmakers from Italy, the Netherlands, England, 
California, New York, New Mexico, and Texas also utilized 
our collections, mostly during April, including Ellen 
Temple’s Citizens At Last (a documentary about the Woman 
Suffrage Movement in Texas) and Peter Jennings’ former 
New York City film production company concerning a 
documentary on the 15th Amendment. We also assisted 
researchers for a Hollywood television show, concerning 
local railroad history. 

ACCESSIONS AND PROCESSING
 There were 28 accessions of new archival material 
during the year. In addition, we are delaying transfer, and 
even assessment, of several other donations until after the 
COVID concerns have passed, and donors, for the most 
part, remain understanding.

 One of the larger accessions this year was the transfer 
during May and June of several thousand volumes of land 
records and several hundred maps pertaining to the lands 
that once comprised Southland Paper Mills, many of 
which were former Southern Pine Lumber Company lands 
transferred to Southland in 1938. Emily and Jonathan made 
multiple trips to Livingston to complete the transfer and 
accession by early June. Already, staff have assisted remote 
researchers with this collection, which comprises some 69 
cubic feet of material.
 Another recent accession was the Bettye Greer 
Diboll Schools News Clippings Collection. This includes 
seven scrapbook volumes of news clippings pertaining 
to the Diboll schools from 1967 through 1984. Staff are 
considering digitizing the scrapbook volumes for web 
delivery because of the thoroughness of the school news 
reporting during those 17 years.
 Other accessions included additions to the Pine Tree 
Garden Club and Diboll Garden Club collections, more 
photographs of Boggy Slough Hunting Club, numerous 
books for the Reading Room library, and records of Diboll 
Day and the Diboll Historical Society.  
 Processing work continues on the Lufkin Industries 
Collection, Angelina Chamber of Commerce Records, 
and Renfro and Ricks Family Collections. Staff edited and 
uploaded 9 oral histories to the Oral History Collection 
on the website, where all interview audio and transcripts 
are available for download. In April, Emily and Allison and 
Patsy completed an online exhibit commemorating the 60th 
anniversary of the Diboll Garden Club.
 In June we performed a cultural diversity assessment 
of our collections, including more than 1,480 archives 
and manuscript accessions and 395 oral history audio 
recordings. Some interesting takeaways:  more than a third 
of our archives and manuscript collections, including some 
of our most significant holdings, were donated by women. 
Concerning content, while many of our collections contain 
elements of women’s history, to qualify as a woman’s 
collection, the accession had to be created or collected by 
and about women. With these criteria, just under 10% of 
our archives and manuscript collections qualify as a woman’s 
collection. Likewise, about 4% qualify as a collection created 
or collected by and about persons of color. Concerning 
our oral history interviews, 35% are with women and 24% 
are with people of color. In our 2010-2011 DISD School 
Integration Oral History Project, 57% of the 35 interviews 
were with African Americans and 43% were with women. 
We are continuing to analyze these findings and are defining 
ways we can continue to collect and preserve everyone’s 
histories and stories, casting as wide a net as possible.
Although the pandemic altered our work routines, we did 
manage to conduct several oral history interviews during 
the year, including those with longtime Huntington citizen 
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Ted Ivy, Lufkin City Councilwoman Guessippina Bonner, longtime 
forester Rex Benham, businesswoman Virginia Winston, and 
centenarian and former Dibollian Mildred Kitchens. 

WEBSITE
 • We ran analytics on our website during the summer, and 
here are some interesting takeaways:
Our site averaged 20,000 page views per month, slightly higher 
than last year, and many seem to be from new users. Also, we know 
for certain that email communications have increased due to new 
users of the site during the Spring pandemic shutdowns.
 • The most visited pages are our Online Collections. Next in 
order are: The exhibit, In Forest Land: Special Places in the East 
Texas Forest; Oral History pages; the exhibit, East Texas Railroad 
Photograph Selections; Pine Bough issues; and Finding guides.
93% of our users are in the United States.
 • Within the U.S., Texas accounts for 68% of users. California 
is next at 4%. Next in order, at about 2% each, are Louisiana, 

Virginia, Florida, Illinois, and New York. All the other states, 
trickling down, account for the remaining users.
 • Better than 43% of our users are visiting by a mobile device, 
mostly iPhones and iPads.

OTHER NEWS
 During the year we received a $7,500 grant from Humanities 
Texas. These are funds from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities as part of the first round of relief provided by the 
CARES Act.
 Longtime History Center staff member Louis Landers retires 
at the end of 2020 after 20+ years of loyal service to our mission 
of collecting, preserving, and disseminating history to patrons 
near and far. His good humor, knowledge of local history, and 
familiarity with our newspaper and photograph collections have 
been invaluable to staff and researchers, and he has been a blessing 
to us all. Thank you Louis for your service! We will miss you.

NOTICESN E W S  &  N O T I C E S

Familiar views of retiring research assistant Louis 
Landers with our collection of print and microfilm local 
newspapers. During the past two decades, he has 
helped hundreds of researchers find stories from the 
past and photos of their family members.

A group from the Cypress Top Historic Park in Cypress visited us on March 13, as some of its 
members are shown here. They were the last tour group we hosted for the year.

Among those people interviewed during the 
year was Rex Benham, longtime corporate 
forester in Texas, who sat for his interview in 
July, as shown here. Interestingly, one of Mr. 
Benham’ s cousins is Judge Robert Benham, 
who retired earlier this year after serving 31 
years on the Supreme Court of Georgia (six of 
them as Chief Justice) and previously he was 
the first African American to win a statewide 
election in Georgia since Reconstruction.
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