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Yet again another year has passed, the seasons have turned, and life “under the sun”
marches on. As custodians of the past and keepers of the public memory, we at The History
Center strive every day to collect and preserve the raw materials of our history to ensure that
present and future generations have access to their collective pasts. We believe this mission is
vital because while we may live life forward, we can only understand it backward.
Among the highlights of this year’s Pine Bough Magazine, Emily Hyatt features our recent
acquisition of a rare one-hundred-year-old publication that documents Angelina County’s
American Red Cross efforts during World War I. The booklet provides extraordinary insight
into our community’s historic patriotism, philanthropy, and volunteering spirit, emphasizing
especially the contributions of women. In other sections of the issue, we continue to highlight
photographs from our large National Forests and Grasslands in Texas Collection and from our
Angelina Chamber of Commerce Collection, among many other interesting topics.
As I write this, Richard Donovan just donated to the Center the canoe he used during
the 1999 Neches River Canoe Expedition, pictured below. While our focus is on acquiring
Jonathan K. Gerland
paper-based records and the written word, we do occasionally accession exceptional artifacts
Executive Director
that are connected to our region’s historical record. Seeking to draw attention to the beauty,
history, and ecological value of the Neches River and to the need to save it from further impoundments—to keep it wild and
free-flowing—Donovan organized a media campaign with East Texas newspaper and television markets in the fall of 1999. He
kept journals while paddling down the entire stretch of the river, and at bridge crossings he gave them to his wife Bonnie, who
typed the writings for dissemination through media outlets during the course of several weeks in October. The entire expedition
experience soon developed into the best-selling book, PADDLING THE WILD NECHES, published in 2006 by Texas A&M
University Press. Donovan’s efforts, probably more than any others, helped to save the river and encouraged significant land
conservation efforts all along the river valley and watershed that continue today. Our accession of “the canoe that saved the
Neches River” is one we are very proud to have.
Reflecting on this past year and expectantly looking forward to the next, I wish you all a Joyful Christmas and a Happy
New Year.
With warmest regards,

1. Richard Donovan (right) and Jonathan Gerland pose
in front of The History Center in November with Donovan’s donated canoe. Photo by Barley Lenderman.
2. Richard Donovan drifts downstream under a passing
Texas State Railroad train as it crosses the Neches River
in May 2008. Photo by Jonathan Gerland.
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The Angelina County Chapter of the
American Red Cross in World War I:

The most self-sacrificing set
of good women the world
ever produced
By Emily E. Hyatt
2
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When the United States joined the
War to End All Wars in April 1917,
the government and military mobilized
great portions of the American economy,
redirected industry into war-supporting
work, called for volunteers to join the armed
forces, and enlisted news organizations, civic

leaders, and entertainers to prepare for war.
The government quickly realized that it was
not equipped to fully support its own troops
or its allies with doctors, nurses, aid stations,
comfort items, or even basic sanitation items
at mainland military installations or abroad
and in the trenches. In response, Washington

Several “patriotic citizens” agreed to pay the rent on rooms on the second floor of the new Masonic Temple located on the corner of First and Shepherd Streets in Lufkin for
use by Angelina County’s Red Cross. Those contributing to the rental fees were G. A. Kelley, J. H. Kurth, W. M. Glenn, G. R. Thompson, N. R. Miller, and Lufkin Land and Lumber
Company. The Red Cross moved into their new space on January 1, 1918. Before the end of the war, the Red Cross occupied the entire 2nd floor of the building.

D e c e m b e r 2019

3

In addition to serving American troops at home and abroad, the American Red Cross also took part in meeting the needs of refugees and displaced civilians in Europe.
According to the report, the citizens of Angelina County demonstrated a “deep sacrificing generosity,” collecting 2,160 lbs of clothing donations. C. N. Humason, right, is
shown in the above photo supervising workers as they loaded the cases for shipment. Seven months later, Angelina County’s citizens answered another call for refugee relief,
collecting 3,160 pounds of donations, filling 18 cases. The Southern Pine Branch in Diboll contributed an additional 400 pounds.

called on the American Red Cross, and the
American Red Cross called on the women
of America. Angelina County’s women
answered that call.
This year, The History Center acquired
a report of the Angelina County Chapter
of the American Red Cross from 1919. At
this time, war activities had ceased and the
local officers submitted this report, with
photographs, to account for two years’
worth of activities, including fundraising,
sewing, knitting, canteen support, and
education. They raised and then dispersed
4

over $28,000 throughout the war years,
part of the $400 million dollars raised by
the American Red Cross from the public
during the war.1 Photographs in the report
(actual photographic prints that were pasted
to individual sheets of paper) document the
parade that kicked off the membership drive
in May 1918, along with the Christmas
drives, refugee supply collections, and other
activities.
According to the 32-sheet report, 50
women and 10 men met in the Elks room
in Lufkin on June 20, 1917 to discuss
The Pine Bough

joining the national Red Cross efforts. The
national offices were overwhelmed and
underprepared for the zeal with which local
branches would organize themselves across
the country, but Lufkin’s organizers decided
to proceed with fundraising activities even
though they did not know how to become
an official branch of the Red Cross. They
would figure it out as they went along. Mrs.
C.N. Humason, “a woman of courage, zeal,
and executive ability,” volunteered to lead
Angelina County’s efforts. The group set a

goal to raise the $500 each community was
asked to contribute to the national efforts
and four days later, the county’s citizens had
contributed $2,050.002. By August 4, the
chapter boasted 234 members. It received its
charter on September 20, 19173.
Between October 1917 and January
1918, the Angelina County organization
grew to include 10 official branches and
auxiliaries: Diboll’s Southern Pine Branch,
the Huntington Branch, Manning’s G. A.
Kelley Branch, the Keltys Branch, the Lufkin

Members of the conservation and packing committees pose with other Red Cross workers before their cases are shipped.
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This article from the Shreveport Times reports on the May
21, 1918 Red Cross Parade in Lufkin that kicked off the
membership and fundraising drive for that year. Large
crowds witnessed a patriotic display led by local soldiers,
Red Cross officials, Confederate veterans, a brass band,
women’s organizations, and scouts. The majority of the
photographs in the Red Cross report feature entrants in
this parade.

Branch, the Clawson Auxiliary, the Keltys
Auxiliary, the Burke Auxiliary, the Pollok
Auxiliary, and the African American Circle
of Ruth Auxiliary in Lufkin.4 Branches and
Auxiliaries were organized as part of the
Angelina County Chapter with different
levels of oversight and responsibility.
The Branches raised and spent their own
money and decided which projects they
would undertake while the Auxiliaries were
governed as part of the County Chapter,
taking part in assigned tasks and forwarding
all funds to the larger organization. Each of
these branches and auxiliaries raised funds,
knitted garments, and contributed volunteers
6

to the larger county efforts, including
membership drives, sewing projects, comfort
and food boxes for local soldiers, donations
of produce, and work in the canteen. The
Lufkin News frequently reported on meetings
in the various branch locations, naming
attendees and program participants and
describing the efforts of the local citizens,
most of whom were women.
Red Cross activities varied widely, but
were focused on providing garments for ill
or injured soldiers, bandages and dressing
for wounds, knitted caps and sweaters for
deployed soldiers, food and comfort boxes
for local enlistees, and a canteen service at
The Pine Bough

the Lufkin depot for local men departing
for training and for other soldiers passing
through town on their way to training
locations in Texas. The citizens of Angelina
County also donated clothing for relief
efforts in Belgium and France. All of these
activities required money, which members
raised through patriotic entertainments,
a “womanless wedding,” a baseball game
between “prominent citizens and society
girls of the town,” a street dance, and
membership drives.5 The local newspaper
supported these efforts with advertisements
and editorials and offered subscription deals
– part of newspaper subscription fees would
be donated to the Red Cross membership
drives, particularly at Christmas. Editors felt
they were offering a great deal – renew your

newspaper subscription for another year, join
the local Red Cross, and ensure that Lufkin
had more members and raised more money
than Nacogdoches all at one time. If the
need to stay informed or patriotism didn’t
sway local subscribers, surely the need to best
their neighbors to the north would. Said the
editor during 1917’s membership drive, “It
is a humanitarian work extending to all parts
of the civilized world and is carried on by the
most self-sacrificing set of good women the
world ever produced, for the relief of the sick
and wounded in war …. No town on earth
ever possessed a more loyal band of workers
than those good ladies of the Lufkin Red
Cross organization …6”
Local Red Cross efforts received steady
attention in the Lufkin News, and the editors

Angelina County Red Cross officers ride in a car past Lufkin State Bank.
They are followed by a group of patriotic children. Mrs. C. N. Humason was
chairman of the chapter while G. A. Kelley served as Vice Chairman, C. F.
Becker as Treasurer, and Mrs. G. A. Kelley as Secretary.

7
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Members of the garment cutting department ride in a patriotically decorated truck, demonstrating their activities. The sign urges watching women to join the cause,
stating “We cut helpless case shirts, ladies please come make them.”

were profuse in their praise of Angelina’s
volunteers. They were also not opposed
to using guilt and fear to convince local
citizens and businesses to support the work
financially. On December 10, 1917, the
editors summed up both approaches thusly:
“If you can think of the work and the
sacrifices these good ladies are making and
then refuse the pitiful sum of one dollar to
aid in this work, then surely you must be
placed in the alien enemy class. Don’t let
that be said of you.”7 Anything less than full
8

support for the county’s women could signal
less than full support of the country’s war
effort – a dangerous accusation, indeed. For
the May, 1918 donation and membership
drive, the editors appealed to the county’s
parents by implying that each Red Cross
donation would help keep the horrors of
Belgium from spreading to North America.
“Before making up your mind as to how
much you will give to the Red Cross, think
it over carefully … get up sometime in the
night and softly steal up to the cradle where
The Pine Bough

your baby boy lies and ask yourself the
question: ‘Am I doing enough for the men
who are protecting this baby from the horrors
that befell the little children of Belgium?’”8
German depredations on the civilian
population of Belgium provided a valuable
propaganda opportunity for the American
government and civilian fundraisers alike.
By May of 1919, when Red Cross
activities in support of American military
operations ceased, the Angelina County Red
Cross could report that they had raised more

than $28,000, sewed nearly 17,000 garments,
knitted another 2,500 garments, made more
than 25,000 surgical dressings, and sewed
more than 14,500 junior garments. They
boasted 10 branches and auxiliaries and a
Junior Red Cross with 6,400 members. The
Lufkin Canteen served 1,265 soldiers and
491 drafted men.9 Angelina County, led by
the mostly women volunteers of the Red
Cross, had done its part in support of the
(Narrative continues on page 12)

Another patriotically decorated truck carries members of the canteen committee and a local soldier. Boasting of 4,308 soldiers served, it asks onlookers what their
contribution to the cause has been.
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Many groups of concerned women took part in Red Cross activities and marched in the parade to encourage attendees to join the group. The Red Cross Boosters (top
image) and the Maccabee Workers (bottom image) contributed to the efforts during the war years and dressed the part in the parade.
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The Red Cross of Angelina County’s ten branches and auxiliaries also marched in the May 1918 parade, including the Circle of Ruth African American Auxiliary (top
image) and the Keltys Branch (bottom image).
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Lufkin’s Campfire Girls troop, dressed in Native American costumes, also took part in the May 1918 parade. The Campfire Girls were the sister organization to the Boy
Scouts of America.

American war effort. Their organizational
and fundraising skills were equal to their
hard work and social networks, allowing a
group of American citizens who could not
vote or fight, to take part in ensuring an
Allied victory.
The History Center is proud to have this
document in our collections as a record of
Angelina County’s patriotism, a history of

12

local philanthropy, photographic evidence of
its citizens as volunteers, and an addition to
our women’s history collections. Generosity
is a hallmark of many of our local people,
a legacy left by those leading citizens and
housewives and farmers who did their best to
carry some of the load during World War I,
a time when the American spirit was tested
and found to be robust. The record of the

The Pine Bough

Angelina County Chapter of the American
Red Cross is available for use on The History
Center’s website (under the Small Collections

section of the Online Collections) and we
encourage all of our patrons to download it,
read it, and study the photographs.

Red Cross members pose on a corner in downtown Lufkin during the 1917 “Over the Top” membership drive. The national organization wanted 10 million members by
Christmas 1917 and the Lufkin News constantly urged its readers to join the local organization. The photo also shows a poster advertising the movie For France, an epic
love story starring Edward Earle as an American aviator flying for France and Betty Howe as his French fiancée.

ENDNOTES
Mrs. J.L. Phillips, Angelina County Chapter American Red Cross,
page 4 of a 32-sheet report printed by the Watford-Binion Printing
Company at Lufkin, Texas, in 1919, original at The History Center,
Diboll, Texas; A Brief History of the American Red Cross, a fivepage PDF file online at https://www.redcross.org/content/dam/
redcross/National/history-full-history.pdf, accessed in November
2019.
2
Phillips, Angelina County Chapter American Red Cross, p. 7.
1
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Images from the

Angelina County Chamber of
Commerce Collection

Lufkin’s community spirit
has long included festive
holiday decorations on
downtown’s streets. In
this photo, employees of
Lufkin Sign Company hang
Christmas decorations in
front of the Lufkin National
Bank building on the corner
of First Street and Lufkin
Avenue, ca. 1950’s.

Over the last two years, The History Center has
acquired many of the historical records of the Angelina
County Chamber of Commerce dating back to the
1920’s. The Collection includes board and committee
meeting minutes, records of the Texas Forest Festival
and Southern Hushpuppy Championships, documents
that record the group’s efforts to promote the county’s
businesses and natural resources, partnerships with local
14

and state governments, and photographs of county
businesses, events, recreation areas, buildings, and
people.
The following 27 photographs are a selection of
some images from the collection that document the
Texas Forest Festival, Lufkin’s Christmas Parade, local
industry, well-known industries and buildings, and
agricultural resources.
The Pine Bough

Angelina County Chamber of Commerce Collection

Local children pose with the real reindeer
that pulled Santa’s Sleigh in the Lufkin
Christmas parade, ca. 1950’s.

The Lufkin Christmas parade featured representatives from Lufkin’s diverse communities. In this photo, Lufkin’s Dunbar High School band represents their school as
they march past the newer Lufkin National Bank building on First Street in downtown Lufkin, ca. 1965. Dunbar was Lufkin’s African American high school before racial
integration.
D e c e m b e r 2019
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Angelina County Chamber of Commerce Collection

The Angelina County Airport in
Burke opened for business in July
1948. In the top photo, county
dignitaries R. C. Musslewhite
and Tap Holland, United States
Representative from Beaumont
John Combs, County Judge H. R.
Rolston, and manager of the new
airport George Cloud pose for a
photograph on the porch of the
new airport building during the
dedication ceremonies on July 22,
1948. The bottom photo shows
the large number of cars parked
on the airport grounds during the
dedication, an event that drew a
crowd of locals interested in the
new airport.
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Angelina County Chamber of Commerce Collection

One of the goals of the
Chamber of Commerce was
to promote the recreational
facilities within the county.
These photos from the 1950’s
show two of Lufkin’s facilities
available for Lufkin families
to enjoy. In the top photo,
children enjoy one of the city’s
four swimming pools, this
one at Chambers park. In the
bottom photo, a fisherman
enjoys Jones Lake in the
Lufkin Community Forest.
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Angelina County Chamber of Commerce Collection

While the Angelina Chamber of Commerce
has promoted industries within the county
throughout its history, early Chamber officials
also advertised the county’s agricultural
potential. In this undated photo, Pollok farmer
Grady Nordeman shows off his tomato crop.
Tomatoes were a traditional crop in East Texas
and local boosters promoted Angelina County’s
potential in its literature and festival displays.

Ten-year-old Evelyn Sprott, daughter of Angelina County
Game Warden E. M. Sprott, climbs the wisteria vine on
the veranda of the Bonner Hotel in 1938. The hotel stood
on Ellis Avenue, at the present-day site of the Lufkin
Daily News headquarters. The 37-year-old vine covered
the first-floor veranda. It was a fixture in downtown
Lufkin, and local residents recall it was still growing and
still providing shade even 15 years later. The hotel was
demolished and the vine was presumably cut sometime
during the middle 1950’s.

18
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Angelina County Chamber of Commerce Collection

Four women hold a poster in 1954 touting the
benefits Southland Papermill gives to Angelina
County and Lufkin. After breaking ground in 1939,
Southland was the first papermill to successfully
utilize southern yellow pine trees to make newsprint,
using a process developed by chemist Charles
Herty. According to the “Southland Day” poster
in this photograph, the company employed 850
local citizens, purchased nearly $4 million of local
pulpwood, and paid over $100,000 in local taxes.

The former Lufkin National Bank building on the corner of North First and Lufkin Avenue in downtown Lufkin during the 1940’s. While the first-floor façade has been
altered, the building remains in use, although the bank is no longer in business.
D e c e m b e r 2019
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Angelina County Chamber of Commerce Collection

The Forest Festival parade
kicked off the annual
celebration of Angelina
County’s most valuable
resource in October 1938.
The Chamber-sponsored
event drew participation
from local forest products
companies, schools, and
allied industries. The
parade wove its way
through downtown Lufkin
as county residents
enjoyed the floats. In this
image, the parade travels
down first street in front
of the Angelina Hotel,
through the intersection at
Shepherd Avenue.

The Sam Houston
Teacher’s College
(Huntsville, Texas)
band marches in the
Forest Festival parade
in October 1947.

20
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Angelina County Chamber of Commerce Collection

The Girl Scouts ride a truck in the Forest
Festival Parade in this photo from the
early 1950’s. The truck is travelling south
on First Street through the Lufkin Avenue
intersection.

A Southern Pine Lumber Company truck
featuring locally cut pine logs rides down First
Street in downtown Lufkin during the 1949
Forest Festival parade.
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Angelina County Chamber of Commerce Collection

Through the years
the Texas Forest
Festival has held
many different
kinds of events,
including a beauty
pageant. The 1952
Forest Festival
Beauty Pageant
contestants pose
at the entrance
to the festival
grounds prior to the
September, 1952
event.

Arthur Temple, Jr. (right)
crowns Miss Gail Redd as
Forest Festival Queen, in
September 1950. The Lufkin
native reigned as Queen Silva
IX for the year of 1950-1951.
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Angelina County Chamber of Commerce Collection

In addition to providing
a fun few days for local
attendees, the Forestry
Festival’s main purpose
was to promote the local
forestry industry and
provide a showcase for
local companies and
schools, allowing current
and future foresters to
show off products and
knowledge. In this 1948
display from Hudson’s
FFA, students in Mr. Hart’s
classes demonstrated
their knowledge of
pruning techniques that
would improve lumber
grades.

Laymon Gossett, who worked
as a sawyer for Southern Pine
Lumber Company and W.T.
Carter & Bro. Lumber Company
at different times during his
career, regularly competed
in the sawyer competitions
at the Texas Forest Festival.
Gossett and his brother Ira
were champion sawyers and
contributed to Southern Pine’s
4-year winning streak from
1949-1952.

D e c e m b e r 2019
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Angelina County Chamber of Commerce Collection

Blue Ribbon winners in
the 1948 Forest Festival
Livestock Show 4-H and
FFA divisions show off
their award-winning
animals.

An unidentified student
sponsored by Diboll’s Southern
Pine Lumber Company shows
his steer at the Texas Forest
Festival Livestock show, ca.
1949.
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Angelina County Chamber of Commerce Collection

As part of a County Extension Agent program
managed by Texas A&M University and Prairie
View A&M University, county agents would
work with famers to improve crops and
livestock herds. In the first photo, members of
the “Negro Co-op” admire their corn crop. In
the second photo, two farmers show off their
pig herd as part of the Negro County Agent’s
swine project. As with most other aspects of
life in East Texas, the county agent program
was segregated.

D e c e m b e r 2019

25

Angelina County Chamber of Commerce Collection

A highway sign
welcomes travelers to
Lufkin, the “Gateway to
Sam Rayburn Lake” in
1966. Originally known
as McGee Bend Dam
when construction
began in 1956, the name
of the lake was changed
to honor former Speaker
of the House Sam
Rayburn in 1963.

A man fishes from his
bass boat on Sam Rayburn
Reservoir in July 1968.
Written on the backside of
the photograph is “Today’s
Boats.”
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Angelina County Chamber of Commerce Collection

The Texas Forest Service, a part
of the Texas A&M University
System, has always had a large
presence in Angelina County.
Whether working with industry
representatives to ensure a
vibrant and productive forest
products industry or mentoring
local students to encourage
future forestry workers, Texas
Forest Service Representatives
are familiar faces in the woods of
East Texas. In this photo, District
Forester M.V. Dunmire speaks with
a group of 4-H and FFA boys during
a forestry camp at the E.O. Siecke
State Forest.

One of the Texas Forest
Service’s tasks is monitoring
forest conditions and keeping
track of forest fires. Lookout
towers allowed foresters to
see long distances above the
trees, but airplanes like this
one, pictured in the 1960’s,
gave them a greater range.
Planes were equipped with
radios to direct ground crews
towards fires and provide
updates to headquarters.
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2014

27

Images from

National Forests and Grasslands
in Texas Collection
The National Forests and Grasslands of
Texas Collection contains a treasure trove of
images that document the diversity of activities
required to manage and utilize the National
Forests in East Texas.
Photographs document construction and
maintenance of recreation and office facilities,
wildlife, fires, conservation efforts, and
scientific research, and the process of logging

and planting trees as harvest management
activities.
In the pages that follow, History Center
staff has chosen images that document the
activities of the Civilian Conservation Corps,
recreation at Ratcliff Lake and Boykin Springs,
planting pine seedlings, and the years spent
balancing timber cultivation and livestock
grazing.

1.This “YOUR PLAYGROUND, USE IT!” signboard was displayed within the Davy Crockett National Forest in 1939 and stressed four reasons that “a far-seeing government”
established federal land ownership in Texas, among them, to “produce recreational opportunities.”
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National Forests and Grasslands in Texas Collection

A young girl drinks water from
the fountain near the picnic
shelter at the Boykin Springs
Recreation Area in the Angelina
National Forest in August 1938.

A Boy Scout troop enjoys
swimming and diving at the
Boykin Springs lake in 1964.

D e c e m b e r 2019
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National Forests and Grasslands in Texas Collection

Regional U. S. Forest
Service employee Betty
Croke, who worked in
the Atlanta, GA office
poses in the spillway
at the Boykin Springs
Recreation Area in the
Angelina National Forest
during the Spring of
1960.

In November 1963,
members of the United
States Forest Service
office staff took part
in a “Show Me Trip,” a
program designed to
show office staff what
was happening out in
the field and give them
a firsthand look at the
work they supported.
Hiking through the scenic
area of Boykin Springs
Recreation Area were,
front to back: Margaret
Gattis, Hazel Fenley, Mary
Welch, Lurline Partin,
Gladys Lewis, Cecil
Edwards, Pat Ingram,
Virginia Cotton, Betty
Jones, Frances Davidson,
Clyde Todd, John Olson.
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National Forests and Grasslands in Texas Collection

Registry Entrance
at the Ratcliff Lake
Recreation Area in
the Davy Crocket
National Forest,
shown in this image
from July 1938.
CCC workers built
the recreation and
management facilities
after the camp was
created in 1934.

A group of children wait their turn to sign the book on the “Registry Log” at the Davy Crockett National Forest in August 1938.
D e c e m b e r 2019
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National Forests and Grasslands in Texas Collection

Civilian Conservation Corps Camp F-4 at Ratcliff Lake in the Davy Crockett National Forest, July 1938. The CCC camps were established in 1933 as
part of President Roosevelt’s New Deal. As part of the program, young men lived in military style camps, working on federal lands on conservation and
recreational development projects. The Ratcliff camp started in 1934. Workers based at this camp earned $30 a month ($25 was sent directly to their
families at home) planting trees, constructing buildings, developing trails and roads, and preventing fires.

CCC workers built this pavilion at the Ratcliff Lake Recreation area in the Davy Crockett National Forest.

32
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National Forests and Grasslands in Texas Collection

In the summer of 1960 Leslie Wood,
Cornelia Sparks, Pat Cooper, and
Mary Lane Monroe posed in the
East Hamilton Scenic Area within
the Sabine National Forest at the
Sam Houston Cypress Tree, believed
to be one of the largest remaining
cypresses in the state.

While conducting research for his
1967 book, Farewell to Texas: A
Vanishing Wilderness, U. S. Supreme
Court Justice William O. Douglas (in
white shirt standing behind the sign)
visited the Sam Houston Cypress
in April 1966. Justice Douglas had
the longest tenure of any Supreme
Court Justice, with a term spanning
36 years and five Chief Justices,
between 1939 and 1975. He was also
a noted environmentalist and author.
His Farewell to Texas was a scathing
condemnation of the government’s
and industry’s management of Texas’
natural areas. The cypress tree
pictured here was inundated beneath
the dammed waters of Toledo Bend
Reservoir soon after Douglas’ visit.
Standing to Douglas’ left in the photo
is U. S. Forest Service Supervisor Jack
McElroy. To Douglas’ right are: U. S.
District Ranger Leonard Jake Moore,
SFA University Experimental Forest
Director Lowell K. Halls, Clint Sykes,
Dale Robertson, Justice Douglas’
unidentified bodyguard (in cowboy
hat), and Deputy Forest Supervisor
David Dailey.
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National Forests and Grasslands in Texas Collection
In August 1938, members
of Civilian Conservation
Corps Company 2893
relax in the library and
reading room at their camp
in Apple Springs. Their
camp worked in the Davy
Crockett National Forest.
Company 2893 was formed
in July 1935 and moved into
the Apple Springs Camp
when it opened on August
2, 1935. Recreational
activities such as reading
were one way the men
relaxed from working
8,843 acres of timberland
in their assignment. Other
activities included sports,
the “Sky Hi” social club,
and theatrical group “The
Play Boys.” For more
information on this or other
CCC Camps in the Lufkin
area, please see the Civilian
Conservation Corps Lufkin
District 1936 annual, which
is available on The History
Center’s website.

In 1934, the Texas Legislature
passed a resolution to
encourage the United States
government to begin to acquire
land to create national forests
in Texas. In 1935, the US
government began purchasing
the lands that would eventually
make up the four National
Forests in Texas, including
the area pictured here in the
Angelina National Forest,
shown in December 1936.
This image shows an area of
forest that was previously cut
clean of old growth longleaf
pine. After cutting, there were
no seed trees left and the
region’s open range stockmen
annually burned the former
forested areas to encourage
grasses for their livestock.
After acquisition, Civilian
Conservation Corps workers
began planting pine seedlings,
caring for existing timber
stands, and preventing forest
fires.
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A Civilian Conservation Corps
worker plants a pine seedling in
the Angelina National Forest in
December 1936. The land was cut
clean and annually burned before
acquisition by the National Forests
and Grasslands in Texas, and
replanting would fulfill one of the
department’s goals, mainly creating
and maintaining a healthy timber
supply for East Texas residents and
industries.

Civilian Conservation Corps workers
fill their planting trays with pine
seedlings before setting out to
replant the Angelina National Forest
in December 1936.
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Cattle grazed the cutover forest lands that became units within the U. S. National Forests in Texas well before the federal government acquired those lands during the
middle 1930’s. For many years, the federal government continued the practice by issuing grazing allotments to area stockmen for nominal fees. In this photograph from
about 1938, cattle graze in the Angelina National Forest, possibly near Aldridge.

Brahman-crossed cattle grazing in
one of the national forest units in
Texas in about 1960.
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Because of concerns for soil erosion and tree seedling survival rates, managers of the National Forests in Texas gradually
ended the practice of issuing grazing allotments between 1986 and 1996. Here, cattle graze among planted longleaf pines in
the Angelina National Forest in August 1964.
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The sawmill company town of Angelina,
also known as Michelli, operated on the
Angelina River in Angelina County between
about 1890 and 1902. The name of the
community’s post office was Angelina, but
the place was sometimes known as Michelli,
named after Vicente Micheli (only one “l”
in the surname), a native of Brescia, Italy,
who settled in Spanish Texas during the
1790’s and received a large land grant where
the sawmill was later built on a bluff just
downriver from today’s Kurth Lake.

Item 1 is a news clipping from the Houston Post in 1896 telling of a large raft of pine logs that was delivered to the Tyler Car
and Lumber Company mill at Michelli. It also tells of construction of a propeller boat that would be used in logging activities
along the Angelina River.
Item 2 shows Angelina’s woods front logging camp, from a William Cameron & Company publication in about 1900. For more
information on the Angelina/Michelli mill operation, see the December 2013 issue of the Pine Bough Magazine.

2
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1. Diboll First United Methodist Church Choir, December 9, 1982. Front row from left: Debra Boyett, Betty Burkhalter, Janet Price, Penny
Cecil, Becky Bailey, Bennis Franks, and Glenn Price. Second row from left: Oneta Hendrick, Carol McKay, Lurlene Boyett, Rita Ramsey,
Robert Ramsey, Dick Hendrick, and Butch Miller. Third row, from left: Diana Boyett, James Snarr, Nita Hurley, Steve Bailey, Ken Cecil and
Rev. Bryon Boyett.

2. Diboll State Bank employees, ca. 1972.
Front row, left to right: Nancy Mills, Bobbie
Friday, Francis McGilvra, Jerri Ledford, Lena
Rasberry. Back row, left to right: Joe Elliott,
Essie Hankins, Nita Hurley, Peggy Busby,
Becky Phelan, Betty Davis, Charlotte Shelton,
Carrie Saxon, Bill Gandy, Felton Burt.

2
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1. In June 1975, Diboll Girl Scout
Troop 669 made a trip to Astroworld
to mark the end of the school year.
Making the trip were 14 girls and
four boys from Boy Scout Troop
648. Scouts recognized in the photo
include (from left, front row) Tracey
Morgan, Nola Fasske, and Mike
Fasske; (second row) Doreen Holt,
Gay Sample, scout leader Janice
Fasske, Daphanie Donahoe, Henry
Kurr, Diane Carrier, Jennie Fergurson,
(third row) Lions Club sponsor Moye
D. Scarborough, Vivian Holt, Mae Day
and Lions Club sponsor Sam Glass.

2

2. With a sign proclaiming, “Girl Power Has Come to
Huntington,” Girl Scout Kelly Modisette advertises
Scout Day at the Huntington Youth Center on May
14, 1977. Girls were invited to learn about the
scouts and see demonstrations of their camping
skills, examples of uniforms and badges, and sign
up to join one of the troops.
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1. 1982-1983 Diboll Garden Club officers were installed by Flower Gardeners president Becky Oates (left). Officers were
(from left) Jean Rowe, president; Bernice Henson, vice president; Billie Oates, secretary and Irene Paulsey, treasurer.

2. South Meadows Nursing
Home was the recipient
of the September 1986
beautification award as
selected by the Diboll
Beautification Committee
and the Angelina County
Chamber of Commerce.
Committee members
Sim Gowan (left) and
Geneva Ard (right) made
the presentation to
Administrator JoNell
Placker (center).

2
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1. The 1961 Diboll High School twirlers, from left to right: Michelle Nelson, Peggy Pouland, Judy Taylor, Nita Ramsey, Carole Jean Breazeale,
Suzanne Franks, and Margie Welch.
2

2. Members of the 1984 Diboll High School 1600m relay team Johnnie Rogers, Vannette Canada, Ursula Younger, and Sandra Mitchell with their firstplace gold medals at the Texas State Track Meet in May 1984. The girls were part of the Ladyjack track team which was the first team in Diboll’s
history – in any sport – to win a state title when they tied for first with Rice Consolidated High School.
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1. Diboll High School’s Future Farmers of America Forestry Judging Team won first place in Area 9 in May 1968. From left:
Jerry Burnette, Delbert McQuire, Jerry Hathorn and Burlon Wilkerson.

2

2. Diboll’s 1960 H. G. Temple High School Tigers Football Team. Front Row, Left to Right: Vernard Ligon, James Hardy, Ardy Spencer, J.W. Covington, Charles
Hardy, Jerry Teal, and Charles Mack. Second Row, Left to Right: Raymond Hubbard, Charlie Burks, Robert Davis, Charles Mark, Jack Mark, Roy Davis, Robert
King, Joe Deason, and Freddie Overstreet. Third Row: Fred Conaway, Jeff Jackson, Don DeBerry, F.E. Goldman, Carl Smith, Bennie Scott, and Jerry DeBerry.
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1. Honorable mention honors in the 1982 bookmark design contest sponsored by T. L. L. Temple Memorial Library at Diboll Elementary
School were awarded to (front row) Wendy Thompson, Felipe Sanches, Keith Scott, Eddie Fairchild, Anthony Wilmore and Raul Alvarez. Also
(back row) Thomas Waller, Marina Rosales, Elvia Esteves, Todd Kellam, Tim Pittman and Angela Yates.
2

2. In April 1977, Shannon Kelsey’s cat Rembrandt was chased by dogs into a tall pine tree in the Denman family’s front yard. The
neighborhood children celebrated when Diboll Volunteer firemen rescued Rembrandt using an extension ladder. The happy kids are,
from left, G. G. Denman, Emily Cheavens, Shannon Kelsey, Wes and Matt Amason, and Ted Cheavens. The hero firemen were Carroll
Dover, Buddy Mills, and Chief Gary Jones.
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1. Ray Sanders, center, awards the first baseball of
the season to the Cubs’ Dewayne Wilson and the
Braves’ Edwin Mitchell after throwing out the first
pitch on opening night of the 1976 Little League
season in Diboll.

2

2. Bruce Durham (left) and
Mark Shepherd (right) show
off a catfish they caught at
Manning Lake, ca. 1972.
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1. In December 1976,
Diboll shoppers watched
in anticipation as workmen
installed the new Brookshire
Brothers sign on the former
Piggly Wiggly store on N.
Temple Drive. Earlier that year,
Brookshires purchased the
Piggly Wiggly’s business and
its building as well as Pavlic’s
Supermarket. Carl Pavlic was
named the manager of the new
Brookshire Brothers store.

2

2. Dr. Dan Spivey, Chief of Staff of Woodland Heights General Hospital, received the hospital’s outstanding service award in 1961. Dr.
Spivey was a beloved figure in the Angelina County medical community, serving in both Diboll and Lufkin. A September 1948 article in
the Buzzsaw bragged of Diboll’s new “up to the minute clinic” with its new equipment, but most importantly doctors Dale and Spivey.
Jonathan Gerland interviewed Dr. Spivey in November 2019, and the interview will soon be available on The History Center’s website in
the Oral History Collection.
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Two of Diboll’s neighborhood
pools in about 1970. Walter Allen
Pool, left, was located on South
First Street where the Walter Allen
Park basketball courts are now.
The park was named for Walter
Allen, former mill pond foreman.
Born in 1885 in Marshall, Texas,
Mr. Allen joined Southern Pine
Lumber Company in 1906, and
according to an article in the June
1947 Buzzsaw newspaper he sent
the first pine log into Mill #2 in
1907 and the first hardwood log
into Mill #3 in 1911. He was
a well-known and much-loved
figure in Diboll. The Whispering
Pines Pool, bottom, was located
next to the Diboll Scout House
(visible in the background of the
photo) at the current site of the
Georgia Pacific corporate office
on S. Temple Drive.
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DIGITIZATION AND WEBSITE
• The History Center’s website continues to be an
effective tool for both access to collections and outreach to

&

NOTICE S

concerning African American life in East Texas during the
1940’s, the National Forests and Grasslands in Texas, and
the medical profession in Angelina County.

patrons and donors. We now average about 39,000 user
sessions per year. Users view more than 180,000 webpages
and download some 3.6 million pages of PDF files annually.
About 80% of our online visits occur from outside Angelina
County.
• Staff added more than 400 items to the website in
2019, with more being added monthly. This includes Texas
State Forest Festival Programs from the 1940’s and 1950’s,

VISITORS, RESEARCHERS, TOURS, AND
OTHER OUTREACH
• The History Center welcomed some 4,200 onsite
visitors in 2019, including 420 in-person researchers, while
staff provided additional research assistance more than 1,800
times to off-site researchers, mostly by email.
• During the year staff provided a number of guided

Temple-Inland Annual Reports from the 2000’s, artwork

tours of the Center’s collections and indoor and outdoor

by Geraldine Ellis Watson, Lufkin Industry Catalogues and

exhibits to various master gardener groups, as well as to

Bulletins, World War II era Army newspapers, photographs

students from public, private, and home schools across East

from the Mann-Plummer-Carter family, photographs from

Texas, to the Boys and Girls Clubs, and to several other

Lufkin’s Humason family, Temple-Inland Public Affairs

church, civic, and historical organizations.

photographs, and a scrapbook and report from the Angelina

• Staff remained involved in and participated in

County Red Cross during World War I, featured elsewhere

meetings and the work of the Angelina County Historical

in this issue.

Commission, East Texas Historical Association, Boys and
Girls Club of Diboll, Texas State Historical Association, the

ACCESSIONS AND PROCESSING
• There were 30 archival accessions during 2019. They

American Association of State and Local History, and the
Texas Archaeological Society.

included a scrapbook and report from the Angelina County

• Emily made presentations during the year to the

Red Cross during World War I, Lufkin Industries catalogues

Woodville Women’s Club (on the preservation of papers and

and bulletins, Diboll Junior High School scrapbooks and

photographs) and to the Timpson Genealogical Society (on

photographs, the papers of Judge Gerald Goodwin, a

the Center’s collection of women’s history resources).

collection of archaeological journals, local school yearbooks,

• Jonathan made presentations during the year to

photographic slides from Temple-Inland’s wildlife, biology,

a gathering of Texas AgriLife and Texas Forest Service

and timber management departments, a collection

members (on the history of Boggy Slough) and to the

documenting the life and career of former Diboll resident

annual meeting of the East Texas Historical Association (on

Charles Armstead, World War II era Army newspapers, and

the history of The History Center). Jonathan also made

additions to the John Hannah Collection.

presentations at the Senior Saints Luncheons at Diboll First

• Finding guides completed this year include the T. L.

Baptist Church (on local history) and delivered programs

L. Temple Memorial Library, Don C. Hall, Mann-Plummer-

to the Lufkin Kiwanis Club and Daughters of the Republic

Carter, Procella Family, Charles Armstead, and Berry Family

of Texas (on the life and legacy of Angelina, the Hasinai

collections.

woman and namesake of our river and county).

• Volunteers Patty Oltremari of Woodville and Carol
Riggs of Lufkin spent the year processing the National
Forests and Grasslands in Texas Collection and the Judge
Gerald Goodwin Collection.

• Emily completed 15 years of loyal service this past
June. Way to go Emily!
• Jonathan became a Fellow of the East Texas Historical
Association in November.

• Oral Histories this year included interviews
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Some of the Diboll
students and Boys
and Girls Club
members who visited
us this summer.

Members of Shady Chapel United Methodist Church from Zavalla who visited us
this past year.
Diboll Kindergarten classes visited us during November.

Emily Hyatt,
Senior Archivist,
completed 15 years
of loyal service this
past June.

The 2019 Fellows of the East Texas Historical Association, from left: Keith Volanto of Collin College,
(Dan Utley, 2014 Fellow and chair of the Fellows Committee), Heather Wooten of the Institute for
the Medical Humanities at UTMB, and Jonathan Gerland of The History Center, at ETHA’s annual
meeting in Nacogdoches in October.
D e c e m b e r 2019

49

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE

102 N. Temple
Diboll, TX 75941
Forward and Address Service Requested

PAID

PERMIT #22
DIBOLL, TX

