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 Welcome to what I hope you’ll find to be another interesting issue of the Pine Bough. 
This year we feature a couple of our recently acquired photographic collections, which is a 
reminder that nearly all the material we have is due to the trust placed in us by our donors.
 One of these collections was given by the family of Wilbur F. Pate, a former longtime 
Diboll school superintendent, who collected a few photographs of Diboll in late December 
1941 for a college geography assignment due in January 1942. The images show Diboll and 
its industrial and social infrastructure during the beginning days of our direct involvement 
in World War II, giving us a rare local glimpse of that significant moment in time.
 Another of the collections was given by a family member of an employee of TexLam, 
a business of the Temple forest products companies that made laminated wood beams 
and arches used in industrial, residential, and public building construction applications. 
Although the business no longer is with us, its products survive in various public buildings 
around the region. Perhaps the widest known example is the sanctuary of Lufkin’s First 
United Methodist Church.
 If you haven’t visited our website recently, I encourage you to do so. The number of 
website visitors is now outpacing our brick and mortar (and wood!) visitors nearly 5-to-1. 
The website can be found at www.TheHistoryCenterOnline.com. New content is added 
at least monthly, especially to our Online Collections section. There are now more 30,000 
pages of content available, contained within more than 3,200 document and image files. 
In addition, there are more than 500 audio files, containing more than 284 oral history 
interviews. All of the content is fully text searchable through general internet searches as 
well as through an internal Google Search Bar located at the top right corner of each web 
page.
 We wish everyone continued blessings for 2015, as we together continue to collect, 
preserve, and explore our history.

With warmest regards,

Jonathan K. Gerland
Diboll, Texas
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 The winter of 1941-1942 would prove to 
be a pivotal time for Diboll and the rest of 
the United States of America, and a recent 
donation provides a glimpse of the town during 
this season of change. Billy and Martha Pate 
donated a January 24, 1942 Geography paper 
written by Billy’s father, Wilbur Pate, for a class 
at Stephen F. Austin State Teacher’s College 
(now University). While studying for his 
Master’s Degree, Mr. Pate became Diboll High 
School Principal in 1941 and Superintendent 
in 1942. He would guide the schools through 
war and social changes as well as oversee the 
consolidation of small local districts and the 
creation of Diboll Independent School District 
in 1954. In 1942, though, his task was to write 
a paper for his Geography 402 class.  His subject 
was Diboll, in a paper entitled “Manufacturing 
Lumber at Diboll, Texas.” It included a hand-
drawn county map and 25 photographs of 
Diboll’s buildings and landmarks. Although we 
only have the photos, not the paper, it appears 
that his focus was on Diboll’s buildings, since he 
did not include any images of people.

 The paper was written in January 1942, and it is safe to 
assume that the photographs were made just prior to that 
time, but not too much earlier – the bare trees in the photos 
certainly suggest winter time. Since we do not have Mr. Pate’s 
text, an examination of that particular moment in Diboll’s 
history and its place in the world in the winter of 1941-1942 
can lend the photos some context.
 According to the Texas Almanac, Diboll had a 
population of 1,363 people in 1942. It was the second 
largest city in Angelina County, a company town owned 
by Southern Pine Lumber Company. Life revolved around 
the company and the schools. Though there were resources 
like the commissary and a company doctor available to 
Diboll’s citizens, the city still had dirt streets and animals 
roamed freely. Residents were company workers who lived 
in company houses and shopped at the company store. 
There were churches in town that looked after the residents’ 
spiritual health and several cafes and a movie theater that 
offered entertainment options.
 The world, and certainly the United States, changed in 
an instant on December 7, 1941, when the Japanese bombed 
Pearl Harbor. Angelina County lost a son on that day – 
Huntington’s Doyle Kimmey was killed at Hickam Field 
in Hawaii. The country was at war and so was Diboll.  Mr. 
Pate’s photographs already show evidence of defense work – 
the planed lumber dry shed carries a “Defense Plant, Arsenal 

Diboll School Superintendent 
Wilbur F. Pate in about 1950.

Wilbur F. Pate’s Diboll: 
A Photographic Tour in Late 1941
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of Democracy” sign.
 In January of 1942, residents of Diboll 
and Angelina County were beginning to 
feel the impact of the recently declared 
war in other ways. Tires were a closely 
regulated commodity and the Lufkin Daily 
News recorded a rise in tire thefts. It also 
documented the few people in town that were 
given permission to purchase new tires. There 
were also funding drives to raise money for 
the Red Cross and citizens were expected to 
contribute. In January 1942, Angelina County 
citizens and business contributed over $7,000 
to the local Red Cross fund . Other effects 
of the war could be seen – schools began 
having air raid drills and the newspaper began 
reporting the names of the young men who 
were enlisting in the armed forces.
 The process of lumber manufacturing 
was also changing. As the virgin woods in the 
immediately surrounding counties were cut 
out and trucks began to replace the railroads 
as the primary means of transport, the system 
of temporary logging camps was phased 
out. Southern Pine Lumber Company’s last 
major camp to close was Fastrill, and the 
families who called Fastrill home for twenty 
years were moved to Diboll. This brought a 
sudden influx of families into the schools and 
churches and led to some social adaptation 
for both native Dibollians and their new 
neighbors, many of whom had lived much of 
their lives in the semi permanent town in the 

woods of Cherokee County.
 Mr. Pate’s  photographs suggest that the 
focus of his paper was perhaps more industrial 
than social, since they mostly show Diboll’s 
lumber plants, but his photos of the hotel, 
movie theater, beauty shop,  and the town’s 
main road give a glimpse into the locations 
of much of Diboll’s social scene. He included 
one photo of the high school building 
that was later removed from the paper, but 
other than that, there were no images of the 
churches or schools.  The Antler’s Hotel, a 
dominant architectural feature in the town, 
is featured in three photographs, and two 
images show a view of the social center of 
town: North Hendricks and North Hines. 
Hendricks was Highway 59 in 1941 and 
the Antlers Hotel, Timberland Theater, and 
Diboll Motor Company were prominently 
sited at the intersection of these two roads.
 The following photographs were scanned 
directly from Mr. Pate’s report, and the 
information that accompanies them includes 
his captions as well as comments from History 
Center staff giving a historical perspective.

This highway sign welcomed 
motorists in 1941-1942. The 

greeting includes, “Diboll, 
Home of Southern Pine Lumber 

Company, Yellow Pine and 
Hardwood, Largest Lumber Plant 

in Texas, Established in 1894, 
Sales Offices Texarkana.” The 

smaller sign says, “Stop By For 
Boxes, Crates, Coops, Tomato 

Lugs or Egg Cases, Fruit and 
Vegetable Packages Covers, Etc., 
Temple Manufacturing Company.”
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For these two photos, Pate wrote: “Looking north on Highway 59 where it passes through Diboll, Texas.” Note the cattle resting on the side of the highway, outside of the 
picket-fenced yards. In the top photo the Antlers Hotel can be seen in the middle background, followed by the Timberland Theater. Just beyond the curve in the highway, on 
the west side of the railroad tracks, is the First Baptist Church at the time. According to the Texas Almanac for 1941-1942, Diboll’s population then was 1,363. Highway 59 was 
relocated to more or less its current location, just west of the road in these photos, in 1950-1951.

The Pine Bough

W.F. Pate’s Photographs of Diboll in Late 1941
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Pate wrote under these two photos: “The Antlers Hotel. Largest Log Hotel in the Southland.” Constructed in 1939 entirely of native yellow pine logs and decorated in rustic 
western style, the hotel blended the old with the new and offered modern conveniences of the day, including private baths in the guest rooms. The floors were highly polished, 
clear pecan, and the natural pine walls were accentuated with colorful Indian blankets and game head mounts. Although an East Texas showplace, the hotel became infested 
with termites by the early 1950’s and its owner, Southern Pine Lumber Company, intentionally burned the building down in 1954.

December 2014
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Pate wrote below this photo, “Diboll Motor Company and Garage.” Situated at the northeast corner of what is now the intersection of North Hines and North Hendrix streets, the 
location in 1941 was situated on the main thoroughfare through Diboll. The automotive gas and service station was begun by the Estes Family in 1924 and was probably Diboll’s 
first gas station.

Pate wrote below this photo, “Theater, Beauty Shop, Restaurant.” Movie posters visible in the photo are for Universal Pictures’ musical comedy “It Started with 
Eve,” starring Deanna Durbin, Charles Laughton, and Robert Cummings, released in late September 1941. The Timberland Theater was built in 1937 and relocated 
to The Village Shopping Center in the 1950’s.

6
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The Temple-White Company Handle Factory Office, below, and its manufacturing plant, above. Before moving to Diboll, Texas, in 1938, and reorganizing as the Temple-White 
Company, this handle business began as White Wood Products, which had moved from Indiana to Bogalusa, Louisiana in 1921. The office operations moved into a new office 
building in 1956.

W.F. Pate’s Photographs of Diboll in Late 1941
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A back side view of the pine sawmill. 
Southern Pine Lumber Company 

built this mill in 1903 and updated 
it through the decades until it was 

completely overhauled in 1954. 

Shown here is the incinerator, or 
refuse burner, which consumed all 
unneeded waste products at the 
mill, such as log slabs and surplus 
shavings not otherwise needed for 
the plants’ fuel houses.

W.F. Pate’s Photographs of Diboll in Late 1941
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Backside of Southern Pine Lumber 
Company’s Hardwood Sawmill. 

Built in 1907 this mill cut hardwoods 
from Company and leased lands 
until 1954, when Diboll became 

a pine-only operation.

This is the hardwood crane. Since 
hardwood logs don’t float like pine 
and weren’t placed in mill ponds, 
the crane was used to maneuver 
the hardwood logs at the mill 
yard.
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Rough lumber dry sheds.

The planed lumber shed. Note the sign above the windows, 
which reads: “Defense Plant, Arsenal of Democracy.”

W.F. Pate’s Photographs of Diboll in Late 1941
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Wilbur F. Pate’s Diboll: A Photographic Tour in Late 1941

Two views of Diboll’s mill yards, where stacking and sorting lumber was still largely done by hand. The structures in the background of the top photo are the 
pine and hardwood sawmills, water towers, refuse burner, and smokestacks.

11
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Pate wrote below this photo, “Logs on Skidway Ready to be Loaded on Log Cars.” The railroad’s bed and rails seem to be in fairly good shape, although ballasted 
with only dirt, which was not uncommon for the time. The photo was made in 1941, the same year that Southern Pine Lumber Company closed its last large 
logging camp, Fastrill. The lumber company had already begun logging by truck and trailers using public highways during the 1930’s, yet the company logging 
railroads would continue to serve the Diboll mills into the 1960’s.

Pate wrote below this photo, “Southern Pine Lumber Company’s Railroad Engines.” Shown in the center is Texas South-Eastern Railroad’s Engine 13 (now on 
display at The History Center), which often performed yeoman duties pulling Southern Pine Lumber Company log trains. At left is the backside of Engine 5’s 
tender, with the locomotive cab and reverse light barely visible. At right, behind Engine 13, is a well-worn steam log loader.
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A view of the primary mill pond for Sawmill 1’s pine operations.

Pate wrote for this photo: “Loaded Log Cars Ready to be Rolled Into Mill Pond.”

W.F. Pate’s Photographs of Diboll in Late 1941

December 2014
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Pate wrote below this photo: “Southern Pine Lumber Company Store, Market, Barber Shop, Post Office, Shoe Shop, Doctor’s Office.” The building, generally 
known as the commissary, was constructed in 1923 to replace a smaller building serving the same purpose. It was converted into company offices during the 
1950’s and served that purpose through the 1970’s. Temple-Inland razed the building in 2004.

This was Southern Pine Lumber Company’s office in 1941. The building was earlier the home of W. P. Rutland, Diboll’s mill manager. SPLCo’s offices moved 
into the former commissary building in 1953, following construction of the Village Shopping Center.

W.F. Pate’s Photographs of Diboll in Late 1941
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This photo was not included in the album donated by Pate’s son, but from a caption typed under 
a missing photo it is clear that he had included a photograph of the Diboll School in 1941.  

Diboll was not yet an independent district and so was still supervised by the County School 
Superintendent, but it had a long tradition of community and company support and Mr. Pate 

would guide the district through many changes throughout his tenure. This photo was made in 
the late 1930’s and is from our Angelina County School Superintendent’s Records.

Temple Manufacturing Company’s Box Factory: This mill made boxes and crates of 
all kinds until it burned to the ground on October 17, 1946. The Lufkin News reported 
on the fire at the time, noting that the plant’s approximately 135 employees had 
“recently” joined the Congress of Industrial Organizations. The Diboll mill was not 
rebuilt, but the company continued to make wooden boxes and beverage cases in 
Dallas for many years.

15



16 The Pine Bough

TexLam: Temple Industries’ Venture 
into the Laminated Wood Beams 

and Arches Market
by Emily Hyatt

Diboll native Richard Weeks recently donated a photograph collection to The History 

Center that helps document one of Diboll’s former businesses – TexLam, Inc.   A relatively 

short-lived company, TexLam’s products can still be seen in the buildings they helped 

build, here in East Texas and around the country.   As a producer of laminated beams, 

TexLam’s business fit into the Temple companies’ desires to use every part of wood and 

expand their forest products offerings.
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Built in 1961 when the 
company moved its operations 

from Houston to Diboll, the 
TexLam building housed the 
administrative, engineering, 

and sales offices, as well as the 
manufacturing plant.  The building 
was designed and built by TexLam 

using its laminated products as 
well as other Temple Industries 

products.  This photo, showing the 
iconic water towers, shows the 

building in the late 1960’s.

In this photo from late 1960 or early 
1961, the very modern laminated 

beam structure of Diboll’s TexLam 
manufacturing plant contrasts with the 

old-fashioned wooden carts used by 
the construction workers to move their 

supplies around the site.

 Originally based in Houston, TexLam 
was incorporated in 1954 and began making 
its glue laminated beams, arches, and girders 
there.  The company caught the interest of 
Temple’s management and in 1959 Temple 
Industries bought 50% of the company.  
From the moment of its partial purchase 
by Temple, TexLam began the process of 
moving their operations to Diboll.  In 
1961, the new TexLam plant opened near 
the Treating Plant, in a building built by 
TexLam with their own products.  

 The new plant was large, with the 
wide open spaces needed to construct the 
large architectural beams and arches.  In 
1964, Temple bought the remaining 50% 
of the company and TexLam became one of 
Temple Industries’ solely owned subsidiaries.
 TexLam’s products were custom 
designed by their engineering department 
to the specifications of each customer.  The 
glued laminated beams and arches provided 
an attractive way for architects to support 
their buildings and examples are still around 



18
The Pine Bough

TexLam president Jim Bridges  
supervises several workers as they 
shape some of the custom laminated 
wood beams in TexLam’s factory.

in East Texas buildings, particularly 
churches.  The company perfected a 
process that laminated boards or timbers 
together to create an engineered wood 
product that was stronger than steel and 
infinitely more attractive for architects 
and designers to bring into the interiors of 
their buildings.
 One of the issues TexLam 
encountered through its production 
history was how to transport the beams 
and arches once they were constructed.  
Since they were all custom made and 
solid, it was difficult to develop standard 
transportation procedures – every job had 
different sized beams or arches that needed 
to be shipped in one piece to the building 
site.  This meant that with each oversized 

continues on page 20
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TexLam’s laminated wood 
arches were custom shaped to 

each architect’s specification.  In 
this photo, workers are shaping 

and building large curved 
arches, taking full advantage 

of the wide open spaces on the 
TexLam factory floor.  

In this photograph by Diboll’s Bush-Durham photography agency, TexLam 
workers move some of the large laminated wood beams on the factory 
floor.  Due to the large size of most of TexLam’s products, and the fact 
that they were custom made for each building project, the factory floor 
was largely made of a big open space to allow for the manufacture of 
structural beams and arches.  
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TexLam’s custom designed arches required adaptations to the normal transportation options that Temple used to ship its products.  In this photo, taken from the roof 
of TexLam’s factory building, a modified truck has been loaded with arches.

job, the truckers or railroad officials had 
to determine the best way to transport 
the products.  In some cases, this meant 
longer trailers, but in others, it meant 
altering railroad gondola cars.  Railroad 
and trucking officials had to know all of 
the clearances along the route to ensure 
the safety of the product and the passing 
utilities.
 TexLam’s highly specialized products 
filled a niche during a time when exposed 
wooden beams complemented the popular 
architectural styles of the middle part of 
the 20th century, especially in regards to 
public buildings.  Some of the most well-
known examples of TexLam beams in the 
local area are in several area churches.  The 
churches built new sanctuaries and meeting 
spaces in the 1960’s and 1970’s and 
TexLam was able to custom build arches 
according to their architects’ specifications.  

Jim Bridges watches as a TexLam worker uses the Buss 
Precision Planer at the factory in Diboll.

continues on page 23
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TexLam’s products presented particular problems when they were shipped by rail.  Diboll’s Texas 

Southeastern Railroad (TSE) was responsible for finding appropriate cars to ship the products 

and also for ensuring that the product would not be damaged along the way and also would not 

cause damage to any bridges or overpasses it might pass through.  In this photo from the Texas 

Southeastern Railroad collection from December 1961, TexLam and TSE workers prepare the first 

high load shipment from the factory.  The laminated wood arches were bound for Nashville, North 

Carolina and would be transported in gondola cars that had been modified by removing their bottoms.  

The 18 foot, 11 inches tall arches would travel on the TSE to Lufkin, to New Orleans via the Texas and 

New Orleans Railroad, then on to Montgomery, Alabama on the Louisville and Nashville Railroad, 

then via the Western Railway of Alabama and the Atlanta and West Point Rail Road to Augusta, 

Georgia.  They finished their journey to North Carolina on the Atlantic Coast Railroad.
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This July 1963 photograph from the Texas Southeastern Railroad collection shows TexLam and TSE workers preparing a shipment of arches for their 
trip in modified gondola cars from Diboll to Waltham, Massachusetts.  TSE officials would have made sure that the 15 feet, 10 inches tall arches would 
make all clearances on their long journey, which included passage on the TSE to Lufkin, the Southern Pacific to Shreveport, LA and on to East St. Louis 
via the St. Louis Southwestern Railway.  From there the arches would travel along the Alton and Southern and the New York Central before moving 
along the Boston and Maine to their ultimate destination outside Boston.

In this photo of the construction 
of a manufacturing facility at the 
Crossett Lumber Company in 
Crossett, Arkansas, TexLam beams 
and arches form the shell of the 
building. 
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Custom TexLam arches were used in 
many of these churches, including Lufkin’s 
First Methodist Church, one of Angelina 
County’s largest church sanctuaries.  The 
company was so proud of this facet of their 
industry, that the sanctuary was featured 
on the cover of the Southern Pine Lumber 
Company 1962 Annual Report.  Other 
well-known examples of TexLam’s products 
can be seen in the former Temple hangar at 
the Angelina County Airport and the T.L.L. 
Temple Memorial Library in Diboll.  The 
trusses, arches and beams found a home 
in buildings all over the place, including 
Camden’s Carter Lumber Company, several 
schools in Houston, and chemical plants 
and refineries along the Texas Coast.

As architectural styles changed and the 
construction industry rose and fell with the 
American economy, TexLam’s business was 
not as profitable as it was once thought to 
be for Temple.  After the mid-1970’s, the 
company was not able to justify this business 
segment and TexLam was slowly shuttered.  
The building, originally purpose-built for 
TexLam, by TexLam, with its wide open 
shop floor and large loading areas was used 
for storage for many years, but time and the 
elements were not kind to it.  It was finally 
torn down in 2007.  Though the industry 
did not endure, TexLam’s beautiful examples 
of locally grown and manufactured products 
are still visible today.

Workmen on a construction site connect TexLam arches.
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TexLam’s ability to custom design laminated 
wood beams and arches in many shapes and  

sizes made them ideal for industrial complexes.  
This Dow Chemical building, possibly in Lake 

Jackson, Texas, took advantage of the large 
laminated wood arches.  In many studies, the 

laminated wood arches were stronger than steel 
and also kept their integrity during high heat 

or fire situations, good qualities for structural 
supports to have in industrial applications.

Another local use of TexLam’s 
products can be seen in the 
Lufkin Federal Savings and Loan 
Association building on the corner 
of Shepherd and Third streets in 
downtown Lufkin.  The building 
now houses offices for City of 
Lufkin departments, including the 
Fire Department.

Diboll’s Plywood Plant, built in 1964, 
used TexLam arches and beams in its 
construction. In the background are 
residential houses, the Diboll Community 
Cemetery, and Neil Pickett Drive.
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Southern Pine Lumber Company’s goal to have 
a hand in diverse areas of the forest products 
industry was demonstrated by its interest in and 
purchase of TexLam out of Houston.  The Diboll 
company purchased a 50% share in 1959 and 
moved the manufacturing facilities to Diboll in 
1961 – just in time to manufacture the beams for 
Lufkin’s First United Methodist Church sanctuary 
in 1962/1963. This beautiful example of the 
laminated beams is still visible in one of Angelina 
County’s largest churches, and Southern Pine 
Lumber Company chose the new church to grace 
the cover of its 1962 annaul report.
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COLLECTION UPDATE

In 1984, Congressman 
Charles Wilson (left) visited 
Lufkin Industries while the 
company was working to 
fulfill a Defense Department 
contract for Coast Guard 
ship gears.  Here the 
congressman sits in front 
of testing equipment while 
Frank Stevenson (center) 
and Bob Poland (right) look 
on.  He toured the plant, 
getting a firsthand look at the 
marine gears and Lufkin’s 
manufacturing facilities.  

The Lufkin Industries Collection 
continues to be a processing priority 
for staff at The History Center. Since 
June of 2013, staff and volunteers have 
spent over 1800 hours with this 286 
cubic feet collection, scanning more 
than 14,000 pages to include 883 
company publications, with 873 PDF 
files uploaded to the website. These 
include 421 issues of the employee 
newsmagazine Lufkin Foundry 
Roundup ( for the years 1944-1992), 
261 issues of the customer-based 
magazine Lufkin Line (1921-1985), 45 
Annual Reports (1933-2012), and 146 
Catalogues and Bulletins (1912-1980’s).

Staff has promoted the collection by 
giving presentations to area civic groups 
and speaking with the media, with news 
articles appearing in area newspapers 
and regional archives organizations 
publications, as well as in the 2013 Pine 
Bough. Physical processing continues. 
Staff is sorting, rehousing, organizing, 
and inventorying photographs, ledgers, 
artifacts, manuscripts, audio visual 
materials, books and reference materials, 
and publications, with 94 cubic feet of 
materials finished. Work continues on 
the largest series in the collection – the 
photographs and ledger books. These two 
series will soon require staff to carefully 
sort negatives of varying sizes, 
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photo albums, and record books, all in 
need of rehousing and many in need 
of digitization. Nitrate cellulose film as 
well as acetate film that shows evidence 
of vinegar syndrome are presenting 
challenges, but staff has consulted with 
photographic archiving experts and 
will continue to process the remaining 
photograph collection in a way that will 
preserve these valuable images. Staff is 
also beginning to conduct oral history 
interviews with former Lufkin Industry 
employees and executives.

 The photographs found in the Lufkin 
Industries Collection continue to yield 
a treasure trove of images documenting 
not only Lufkin Industries the company 
but also its workers, its technology and 
innovations, and its place within the city 
of Lufkin and Angelina County. What 
follows in the next six pages is a brief 
selection of a few interesting photographs 
that staff members have recently come 
across during processing.

One of downtown Lufkin’s most popular eateries in the 1930’s was Holcomb’s Sandwich Shop, which operated from Cotton Square in the 1930’s and 1940’s and from 
a location on East Lufkin Avenue in the 1950’s.  This photo, which dates from sometime after 1936, shows the restaurant during a time when alcohol was legal in 
Angelina County (before it was prohibited once again and then allowed again) and the prominent advertisements announce the availability of Texas brewed Grand 
Prize and Magnolia beers, as well as Schlitz, Jax, and Old Union.  The shop was a popular spot for downtown workers and its location on Cotton Square facing the 
depot allowed owner Marshall Holcomb to deliver hot food to the workers at Lufkin Foundry and Machine Company.  Lufkin’s executives understood the need for 
good, hot food to sustain their workers as they worked long shifts to fulfill war-time orders in the early 1940’s.  According to the 1992 History of Angelina County, 
when Marshall Holcomb was drafted into the Navy, Lufkin Foundry’s leaders asked that he receive a deferment.  Supplying the men and women of Lufkin Foundry 
and Machine Company with hot food would be his contribution to the war effort.  Not all of the men in this photograph are identified, but they are, from left to right, 
R.O. Kendrick (apron), Bob Butler, Kid Womack, Dude Powell, Louis Nesbitt, Jim Ed “Nog” Lawrence, unknown, Roy Young, (standing in back, behind counter), 
Marshall Garrett Holcomb (owner), and unknown.
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 Some of the best photos in the Lufkin Industries 
Collection depict the city of Lufkin and its buildings through 
the years. Images 1 and 2 are different versions of the same 
photo of downtown Lufkin in 1934. In the first image, the 
photographer captured First Street, looking south across 
Dozier (now Frank Avenue).  On what appears to be a rainy 
East Texas day, there are more cars than people out and 
about. To the north of Dozier, Lufkinites could patronize the 
J.H Butler Drug Store, the Master Cleaners, at least one 
barber shop, and the Club Plamore for skating and dancing.
 South of the Dozier intersection, in what would have 
been the main part of Lufkin’s shopping and business 
district and what is today the heart of the downtown Lufkin 
revitalization efforts, Lufkin’s citizens could shop, eat , and 
conduct all manner of business. The Eat-A-Bite Café and First 
State Bank and Trust Company stood on the southern corners 
of First Street and Dozier. While the Eat-A-Bite’s building no 
longer stands, the First State Bank Building has undergone 
restoration in the last few years and now houses the Lufkin 
Parks and Recreation Department. On the west side of the 
street, the B.T. Roberts Drygoods store advertises its shoe 
selection next to Gary Eaves’ store. Burkes Drugstore and 
Cash Drugs offered their wares to shoppers, and further 
down, the Hotel Angelina stands as it still stands today. The 
photograph’s angle doesn’t show many signs on the east side 
of First Street, but G.W. Davis and Sons Grocers are visible.
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Images 3 and 4 show exterior and interior views of the First State Bank and Trust 
building in the late 1930’s, after a remodel. The building now houses the Lufkin Parks 
and Recreation Department and its façade has been restored to more closely resemble 
the photo from 1934, at left.  In photo 3 the brick has been covered and the bank 
shares its building with the Dixie Shoe company.

1

2

3

4
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The June-July 1929 issue of The 
Lufkin Line showcased the opening 
of the Lufkin Airport. The writer 
reminded his readers that the recent 
flooding in the county brought to light 
the necessity of the airfield, which 
would allow movement of people, 
goods, and mail even when the roads 
and railroads were impassible.  This 
airport was located on land that is now 
Lufkin’s Morris Frank Park. Airport 
Avenue, which leads from Raguet 
Street into the park, is a remnant of 
the area’s earlier identity.

Douglas “Wrong Way” Corrigan visited Lufkin on August 25, 1938 and representatives of the city presented him with an oversized telegram inviting him to attend 
the first Texas Forest Festival that October. Just a few weeks earlier, the Galveston native had become famous all over the world when, on July 8, he “accidentally” 
flew the wrong way when he took off from New York, ending up in Ireland instead of his authorized destination of California. Corrigan’s story touched a nerve in 
Americans and he was hailed as a hero upon his return to New York, and his popularity ensured he didn’t get into too much trouble with the authorities. He had been 
trying for years to fly from New York to Ireland, but federal aviation officials kept denying him permission, calling his plane’s design faulty. After being disappointed 
once again, Corrigan was supposed to take off from New York and head back home to California. There was heavy fog, however, and he was told to head east after 
takeoff until he could get out of range of the poor visibility and then turn around and head west. Corrigan claimed that the cloud cover lasted so long that he had to 
rely on his compass for directions, which he could barely see, and he thought he was heading west. After 26 hours in the air, he descended out of the clouds to see 
he was over a large body of water and his compass was pointing east. Two hours later, Douglass Corrigan landed in Ireland.  Officials did not believe his tale, but 
he insisted that he was sticking to his story, and they decided to suspend his pilot’s license only until he returned to the United States. He was greeted by adoring 
crowds and feted all across the country as he made his way back home to California and continued to make appearances for years to come. He maintained his story 
until his death in 1995, always insisting that his transatlantic feat was an accident.
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One of the city of 
Lufkin’s most beloved traditions, Rudolph the Red-nosed pumping unit 
is pictured here in 1978.  According to a 2003 Lufkin Daily News article 
by Nancy Croom Wilson, her father, Guy Croom was superintendent of 
production at Lufkin and was inspired by the 1939 song about Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer.  In 1952, he placed a pumping unit on the corner of 
Raguet and Angelina streets, painted it with a red “nose” and tied a red 
ribbon around its “neck,” thus starting a tradition that continues to the 
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3. Angelina College outfielder 
Trina Deyo had several key 
homeruns and catches to help 
the Lady Roadrunners clinch 
a spot in the National Junior 
College Athletic Association 
World Series in Utah in May, 
2014. Photo by Gary Stallard, 
Angelina College.

On May 17, 2014, The Angelina College Lady Roadrunners Softball team won The National Junior College Athletic Association World Series by 
defeating Central Florida 8-5 in St. George, Utah.  Their victory brought the very first national championship title to Angelina College and The 
History Center was proud to add their photos to our permanent collection and to our exhibit “Baseball in Angelina County.”  

1. The Angelina College Lady Roadrunners Softball Team, 2014 National Champions.  Front 
row, left to right: Sage Martinez, Madalyn Summrall, Tessa Thomas, Melissa Boland, Kaylon 
Morvant, Sidney Allen, and Shelby Bruner. Middle Row, left to right: Kristin Boulware, Trina 
Deyo, Meranda Rodriquez, Kassie James, Samantha Moore, and Head Coach Mark Mattson. 
Back row, left to right: Assistant Coach Barbara Mattson, Gia Johns, Katelyn Barker, Taylor 
Harper, Kayleigh Roy, and Ashley Ingle. Photo by Gary Stallard, Angelina College. 

2. Samantha Moore was the winning 
pitcher in Angelina College’s National 
Championship game against Central 
Florida in St. George, Utah, in May 2014. 
Photo by Gary Stallard, Angelina College.
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 The History Center recently received a Houston East & West Texas 
Railway Company (HE&WT) Director’s Record for the years 1889-1891. 
The journal was donated by Mike Hipp of Grapevine, Texas.
 The HE&WT railroad probably did more to shape the cultural and 
environmental landscape of Angelina County than any other development. 
Its tracks crossed Angelina County in 1881-1882, making an eventual 
connection between Houston, Texas and Shreveport, Louisiana. The 
railroad soon gave rise to the new communities of Lufkin and Diboll, 
which have been the largest population centers in the county ever since. 
The tracks still operate today under Union Pacific ownership.
 The journal contains minutes of board of directors’ meetings in New 
York City between the dates January 5, 1889 and May 12, 1891. Directors 
included John C. Short, Edward L. Bremond, and John C. Chew. William A. 
Miner was the secretary. Some of the pages feature an embossed seal of 
the company, depicting a lone pine tree.

Scrapbook Pages



34 The Pine Bough

Scrapbook Pages

The History Center was saddened to lose good friend and volunteer Charlie Havard (1942-2014) this September. Charlie loved Diboll and he loved 
The History Center, and his good humor, historical knowledge, and weekly visits are already missed. He was an avid golfer, a sports writer and 
photographer for the Diboll Free Press for 18 years, a member of the Diboll School Board and the Diboll Parks Committee, and a 50 year member of 
First Methodist Church of Diboll. He worked for many years as a Temple salesman and fondly recalled his years with the company.

1. Charlie poses with his magenta Temple sales 
jacket upon donating it to The History Center 
in June 2003. He was proud of his years spent 
selling Temple products.

2. Charlie waves from the driver’s seat of the 
Diboll Day Grand Prize in 2008. For many years 
Charlie drove the grand prize in the Diboll 
Day parades.  He was one of Diboll’s biggest 
boosters.

2

1
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1. Jay Wyatt, known as the “Voice of the 
Lumberjacks” received the Lottie Temple 
Award during the Diboll Day festivities on 
October 4, 2014.  The former football star, 
Diboll School Board member and president, 
Booster Club president, and current Field 
Sales Manager for Georgia Pacific was 
honored for his life-long service to Diboll.

1

2

2. In this photo from The History Center’s Free 
Press collection, former Diboll High School 
quarterbacks, Gregg Spivey and Jay Wyatt 
(standing) are ready to handle Lumberjack play 
by play broadcasts on KIPR Radio on Friday 
nights.  Spivey held the Lumberjack passing 
record for a season and Wyatt is the former 
All-Stater who later attended the University 
of Houston and was the Cougar punter when 
Houston went to two straight Cotton Bowls.
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1. Here is an interesting post 
mark from a returned envelope 
in our Clyde Thompson Papers 
from 1940. The Diboll post mark 
says, “The Largest Woodworking 
Plant in Texas.”

2. Here is a rare photo showing the Peoples Theatre in Pineland, Texas, on January 16, 1928. The occasion for the photo was a mill manager’s meeting. 
Representing both Temple Lumber Company and Southern Pine Lumber Company are Arthur Temple Sr., fourth from the left of those standing on the 
first step, and Henry G. Temple, fifth from the left at the very top. The photo was made by Farmer’s Studio of Hemphill, Texas.

1

2
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 Here are two photographs made in Pineland by Keith Pregler of Bulverde, Texas, in July 1957. They show Southern Pine Lumber Company 
steam locomotives 20 and 1140. The images come from negatives that Steven Holding of South Carolina recently donated to The History Center. 
 Baldwin Locomotive Works built Engine 20 for Temple Lumber Company in January 1930, at the beginning of the Great Depression; it was 
probably the last new steam locomotive purchased by a lumber company in Texas. Engine 20, a 96-ton 2-8-2, was placed on static display in 
Pineland’s Katherine Sage Temple Park in August 1985.
 Temple Lumber Company acquired Engine 1140, a 1903 high-wheeled 2-6-2 Baldwin, from the Santa Fe railroad in 1952. In recent years, 
the Red River Valley Railroad Historical Society acquired Engine 1140, storing it at Camp Minden in Louisiana. Temple Lumber Company and 
Southern Pine Lumber Company merged under the Southern Pine Lumber Company name in February 1956.  
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Diboll has had a number of signs and billboards over the years to greet highway travelers. Here is a sampling of the past 70 years. 
1999-2014 photos by Jonathan Gerland.

1944

1948

1955
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1999

2002

2004

2014
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1

1 and 2. In April our friend Dan Utley donated a set of Angelina 
Hardwood Company commissary trade tokens. They were his 
father’s. Angelina Hardwood Company operated a sawmill at 
Ewing, in Angelina County, cutting hardwoods in the Angelina and 
Attoyac River bottoms from 1920 to 1944.

2

3. Here is Angelina Hardwood 
Company’s Engine 1 at 
Chireno in July 1941 with Pat 
Rogers in the cab. The little 
2-6-2 Prairie Type locomotive 
would later serve Lufkin’s 
Southland Paper Mill and the 
Waco, Beaumont, Trinity and 
Sabine Railway, before going 
to the Galveston Railroad 
Museum for permanent 
display. Photo from our 
Harold K. Vollrath Collection.

3
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Then and Now, More Than 60 Years Apart.
When it opened in May 1951, fronting recently relocated US Highway 59, Southern Pine Lumber Company’s Retail Lumber Yard was billed as one of 
the busiest places in Diboll. It carried a full line of building and roofing materials, paints, wallpaper, and a complete line of tools and plumbing and 
electrical supplies. The modern building featured three attractive window displays, showing the latest trends in kitchen and bathroom designs as 
well as fencing and paint displays. There were also several outbuildings for a large selection of lumber and plumbing supplies. The retail operations 
moved to the north end of town in 1966, to the new Big Tin Barn, and the former retail lumber building became home to several other businesses 
over the years, including the Diboll Free Press and EastTex Printing.

1. Southern Pine Lumber Company Retail Yard, Diboll, 1951.

2. Northwest corner of Thompson Street and US Highway 59, September 2014. Photo by Jonathan Gerland.

1

2
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DIGITIZATION AND WEBSITE

 Work continues along several fronts in the 

ongoing initiative to provide increased access to 

our holdings. Most of the effort is directed to 

uploading content mostly to our own website, but 

we maintain a few collections elsewhere, such as 

Google’s History Pin and the University of North 

Texas’ Portal to Texas History.

	 •		We	converted,	uploaded	and	posted	to	

our website more than 13,000 pages of PDF files 

during the past 12 months. During the same time, 

we scanned an additional 7,000 pages of content 

that is being currently converted to PDF files, 

which will be later uploaded and posted to the site.

	 •		Collections	added	to	the	website	during	

the past year include: various records of Temple 

businesses, high school annuals, Houston Oil 

Company Timber Recruise Records of 1910, 

railroad company records and photographs, 

Angelina County School Records and photos, 

Lufkin Industries Collection material, World War 

I collections, small photograph collections, and 

various online exhibit additions. All of these online 

collections are being added to monthly.

	 •		Diboll	High	School	annuals	from	1944	

through 1982 are now online. A few selected 

annuals from other area schools are also online, 

such as from Beulah, Pineland, Woodville, Rusk, 

and Lufkin schools.

	 •		Annual	reports	of	Southern	Pine	Lumber	

Company and Temple Industries (1951-1972), 

Temple-Eastex/Time Inc (1973-1983), and 

Temple-Inland (1983-1999) are now scanned, 

processed, converted, uploaded and posted online. 

Copies of Temple-Inland’s In Touch Magazine 

(1985-2002) are also online.

Our friend Adrian Van Dellen stopped by in March to share his new book, 
Let the River Run Wild!: Saving the Neches, published by Stephen F. Austin State 
University Press. Written by Francis Edward Abernethy and illustrated with photos 
by Van Dellen and friends, the full color coffee table book is a must-have for 
anyone who loves East Texas history and nature photography.

Our archivist Emily Hyatt, as a 
member of the Angelina County 
Historical Commission, helped 
Bettye Greer, sponsor, obtain an 
historical marker for First Baptist 
Church of Diboll, which was 
received and dedicated in October. 
Mrs. Greer is active in the Diboll 
Historical Society and assists The 
History Center on Saturdays.
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	 •		More	than	1300	pages	of	Houston	Oil	

Company Timber Re-Cruise Records from 1910 

have now been scanned, from which more than 

700 PDF files have been created and uploaded 

and posted to our website. Much interest has been 

given these records, especially from the US Forest 

Service and various Longleaf Pine restoration 

organizations.

	 •		Our	website	is	averaging	about	18,000	

visitors annually who view more than 90,000 web 

pages.

	 •		Our	images	on	University	of	North	Texas’	

Portal to Texas History are averaging more than 

7,000 users per year. We have 344 images on the 

Portal, mostly American Lumberman photos of 

Southern Pine Lumber Company from 1903 and 

1907 and Charlie Wilson photos.

	 •		Our	images	on	History	Pin	are	averaging	

more than 3,000 visitors per year. We have 154 

images here, mostly Angelina County places which 

are featured on Google Maps by location.

VISITORS, RESEARCHERS, TOURS, 

AND OTHER OUTREACH

 We directly served more than 600 researchers 

during the year (280 on-site and another 370 by 

email, phone, and mail), which does not include 

our numerous website visitors. There were more 

than 4,000 in-person visitors this year.

 Staff gave a number of guided tours and 

programs during the year to various visiting 

groups, including Lufkin ISD’s Dunbar Primary 

Pace students in February, Diboll ISD students in 

May and October, area Boy Scouts in February and 

November, Chester ISD and Pineywoods Baptist 

Encampment in April, various church groups 

In September we hired Candace Cupps as our 
second archivist. She holds a B.A. degree in history 
from Texas A&M University at Commerce and an 
M.A. in public history from Middle Tennessee State 
University.  Welcome aboard Candace!

The History Center experienced more than one snow fall in 2014. This photo is 
from the morning of January 24.

Members of the Vaughn and Otis families visited us in July during a Vaughn 
Family Reunion and posed with Engine 13, which was run for many years by 
engineer Henry Titus Mooney, whose wife was Sudie Otis.
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throughout the year, and in March to Chireno 

Daughters of the Republic of Texas, Lufkin 

Literary & Historical Society, Diboll High School 

Alumni Association, and Pinecrest Retirement 

Community.

 The History Center’s collections were featured 

in stories by the Lufkin Daily News in February, 

March, and August and in The Southwestern 

Archivist in February. In addition, The History 

Center was visited by staff of Texas Highways 

Magazine in the summer and fall in preparation for 

an upcoming article in early 2015. History Center 

staff also gave programs to area civic groups, 

including the Lufkin Kiwanis Club and Lufkin 

Lions Club. 

ACCESSIONS

 There were 50 accessions during the year, 

including more Lufkin Industries material, trade 

tokens (scrip) from Angelina Hardwood Company 

and Martin Wagon Company, a nineteenth 

century Houston East & West Texas Railway’s 

director’s journal, a collection of garden club 

scrapbooks, newsletters of Big Thicket Association 

to fill in our gaps, Neches River conservation 

efforts papers, and various Diboll Day material and 

Booster Club records. Processing work on all these 

collections continues, while a report on the Lufkin 

Industries Collection can be found on page 26.

Pictures to the right: Our native plants greeted History Center visitors with shows of 
vivid color from March through October.

A Keeler Family Grant of the T.L.L. Temple Foundation provided for the cosmetic 
restoration of two Fairmont rail motor cars, which were painted back to their 
appearances when last used by Texas Southeastern Railroad several decades ago. 
The red, white, and blue car was first painted that way in 1976 in honor of the nation’s 
Bicentennial. At the time, many Class 1 railroad companies painted a whole locomotive 
or two in bicentennial livery. “TSE Railroad was just as patriotic as those guys,” 
manager George Honea once recalled, “we just didn’t have their budgets!”

Members of Ascension Episcopal Church of Houston visited us in November.

Emily Hyatt and Louis Landers were recognized for reaching milestones this year: Emily 
completed 10 years of loyal service and Louis completed 14 years of combined part-
time and full-time faithful service.
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