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ABSTRACT: In this interview with Patsy Colbert, Joy Mae Smith reminisces about 
growing up in Diboll and attending the segregated schools.  A member of the graduating 
class of 1944, the first class to graduate from Diboll Colored School (later H.G. Temple 
High School), Mrs. Smith remembers Professor Hurdle and his wife, Professor Davis, 
and Mr. Bradley as teachers and leaders at the segregated school.  She recalls the 
accreditation process and attending Dunbar in Lufkin for two months as a high schooler 
while the students of Diboll waited state accreditation.  She also recalls attending the 
Sunday baseball games and visiting the Rodgers Café.  Mrs. Smith sent her children to 
Diboll’s schools during the racial integration process, and doesn’t recall any racially 
charged incidents during that process. 
 
Patsy Colbert (hereafter PC): Today’s date is June 2, 2010. I’m Patsy Colbert and I’m 
in the home of Mrs. Joy Mae Smith at 707 Cypress in Diboll, Texas and we are going to 
do an oral history interview today with Mrs. Joy Mae. Our interview today is really just a 
continuation of our ongoing project on racial integration of Diboll Schools. We know 
Mrs. Joy Mae that you were not in school during the time of integration, but we know 
that you have been a leader in the Diboll Community and been very active with 
Juneteenth Celebrations and other events. So, we just want you to help us collect as much 
history of Diboll and the black community as possible. We will just begin; if you will, 
just tell me when and where you were born.   
 
Joy Mae Smith (hereafter JMS):   Where I was born? 
 
PC: Yes ma’am.  
 
JMS: Alcedo, Texas, that is right out there across the river.  
 
PC:  Yes ma’am that was the logging camp.  
 
JMS:  Towards Ryan’s Lake at a logging camp.  
 
PC:  Okay and what year were you born?  
 
JMS:  What year I was born? 1926, October the 21st.  
 
PC:  And who were your parents?  
 
JMS:  Estella, Estella she had remarried to Jim Ligon.  
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PC:  Okay. 
JMS:  Estella, E-s-t-e-l-l-a and Jim Ligon. 
 
PC:  Okay. How long did you live at Alcedo Camp?  
 
JMS:  I guess I was about two or three years old when she came from over there to 
Diboll, a Temple camp.  
 
PC:  Did the camp close is that why y’all moved to Diboll or what brought you to 
Diboll?  
 
JMS:  I don’t know. I know on record there was only two people born out there and that 
was me and J. T. Maroney, the lawyer from Lufkin.  
 
PC:  Yes ma’am. Do you remember anything about living at the camp?  
 
JMS:  No, I don’t remember because I guess I was a little bit small and when she moved 
over here that is when Jim was born.  
 
PC:  Okay. So, did your step father Mr. Ligon work for Southern Pine Lumber 
Company?  
 
JMS:  He was a cook for Temple at the Boggy Slough camp.  
 
PC:  Okay, so when the camp closed they just moved y’all to Diboll?  
 
JMS:  Yes.  
 
PC:  What was your first impression of Diboll that you remember? 
 
JMS:  Oh, it was good because we had more houses you know, and more people and we 
had to go outdoors to get some water but all that was okay.  
 
PC:  You remember that as a little girl?  
 
JMS:  Yes, we would go outdoors and do all that stuff, wash and draw water and take it 
in to wash the dishes. Heat it on the stove, wood stove, wood heater.  
 
PC:  Did your mother work?  
 
JMS:  No.  
 
PC:  Okay.  
 
JMS:  She did work one time out at Alcedo she said, for Dr. Evans.  
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PC:  The company doctor? 
JMS:  Yes, I guess so. I got a chance to meet his mother. She lived in Nigton and after I 
got grown I got a chance to meet his mother. I had got a speeding ticket and they told me 
to go out to Nigton to Mrs. Evans. (laughter) And so, I went out there, she charged me 
five dollars. She said, “I ought not to charge you nothing.”  
 
PC:  Who are some of the first people you remember meeting when you moved to 
Diboll? I know you were little but, you know, as you grew up.  
 
JMS:  Well, Will Canada and Joe Smith, Charlie Lee Roberts and of course they had 
wives, all of them had wives, and Joe Diamond. 
 
PC:  What year did you start to school? You were born in ’26. 
 
JMS:  I think I was about five.  
 
PC:  You would have started to school probably around 1932. Did you start school at the 
H. G. Temple School?  
 
JMS:  At the Diboll Colored School, that is what it was.  
 
PC:  The Diboll Colored School, that is right.  
 
JMS:  That is what it was. It wasn’t no H. G. Temple then, it was the Diboll Colored 
School and I would like to honor that.  
 
PC:  Yes ma’am. What do you remember about going to school there at the Diboll 
Colored School? 
 
JMS:  Well my first principal was Professor Hurdle and my next teacher was his wife 
and my next teacher was his daughter. So, I came down the line in that family. After that 
they kind of faded away, you know. And, then we had Professor Davis and behind 
Professor Davis was Professor Bradley.  
 
PC:  Professor Bradley. Who was your first grade teacher?  
 
JMS:  My first grade? Mrs. Hurdle, Florine’s mother.  
 
PC:  Oh yes ma’am.  
 
JMS:  Florine’s mother was my first teacher.  
 
PC:  Okay. Do you remember anything particular about the building itself? Can you 
describe the school building for me?  
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JMS:  Yes, when it was time for school to take in they had this big bell. I guess it’s still 
over there somewhere. The principal would come out and ring the bell and we had to get 
in line and march in to our different classes. Because, they had a divider in the school, 
you know a sliding deal. They divided it up in order for this class to be here and one there 
and so forth. Then they had a little room for your coats in the winter time called the coat 
room. So, if it was real cold or raining or something and you get wet you could hang it up 
in there. When school first start we had to pull up the weeds out of the yard, the school 
yard. They were called bitter weeds.  
 
PC: Yes ma’am. You had to clean the yard up huh?  
 
JMS:  Oh yes, the first few days of school we had to clean that yard. We had to pull up 
all those weeds. Of course the water was outside at the school too. Then we had…they 
built another building and a building Mr. Jeffero and Mrs. Gilbert was in for Home 
Economics and shop for the boys.  
 
PC:  Okay.  
 
JMS:  It was in that building. That building was a dance floor to start with, for the 
Juneteenth.  
 
PC: Yes ma’am.  
 
JMS:  And, they turned it into a building. It was just a platform and they turned it into 
that building you know, closed it in.  
 
PC:  Yes ma’am, I remember reading that in something that you wrote for Juneteenth.  
 
JMS:  They closed that building in. Of course, our basketball we played on the ground 
behind that school building.  
 
PC:  Yes ma’am. Did y’all carry your lunch to school then?  
 
JMS:  No, we didn’t carry no lunch, we come home. We come home for lunch, you eat, 
you wash dishes and you go back to school.  
 
PC:  Oh, everybody went home for lunch?  
 
JMS:  Yes.  
 
PC:  Oh! 
 
JMS:  We all went home. The only ones that I think didn’t go home was the Kings 
because they lived up the track there, up there by Pouland. I think they would bring a 
little lunch, but they were the only ones that I know, you know, that didn’t have to go 
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home because, they lived so far they couldn’t have hardly made it up that track. Our 
dinner was hot every day. The parents came home too, the men. 
 
PC:  Yes ma’am.  
 
JMS:  They came home for lunch.  
 
PC:  From the mill? 
 
JMS:  Yes, and then they eat and they go back to work and we go back to school. 
 
PC:  So y’all come home at the same time?   
 
JMS:  Yes.  
 
PC:  Do you remember the whistle ringing from the mill?  
 
JMS:  Yes.  
 
PC:  Is that when you knew it was time to go home.  
 
JMS:  You talking about that bread whistle? 
 
PC:  Yes ma’am.  
 
JMS:  Lord yes! I didn’t live far from it. We say the 11:15 whistle because in forty-five 
minutes everything got to be done, you know.  
 
PC:  So you remember it blowing at 11:15? 
 
JMS:  Yes, blow at 11:15. You got to put that bread in the stove to have it done when 
that man get here.  
 
PC:  Okay.  
 
JMS:  You already got the beans or whatever else on top of the stove about done. But, 
you did have to have that bread in at 11:15. It had a beautiful sound that whistle did.  
 
PC: So when the bell rang at the mill is that when the school let out for lunch? 
 
JMS:   Yes, when the bell rang? 
 
PC:  When the whistle rang at the mill, the mill whistle? 
 
JMS:  No, they didn’t go by that, they went by their watches, those teachers did.  
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PC:  Okay.  
 
JMS:  They know when it’s twelve or five minutes to twelve they let us out and we come 
home, eat, wash dishes, cause they would have the dishwater already on in a tea kettle 
getting warm for us to wash the dishes.  
 
PC:  So, you had to wash dishes before you went back to school huh? 
 
JMS:  Yes, I did especially. I listened to the news, world war going on and I would just 
have the radio on.  
 
PC:  Yes ma’am, you talking about World War II? 
 
JMS:  Yes, yes. When the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor I was listening right at it, sure 
was.  
 
PC:  Yes ma’am. How old were you then?  
 
JMS:  I guess I had to be about fifteen I guess. I had to be in that category because two of 
my brothers went in service, two of them went.  
 
PC:  That was a rough time wasn’t it?  
 
JMS:  Yes it was it was really rough. One of my brothers was a minister and he went and 
he really, I don’t know what happened to him. When he came back he couldn’t stand for 
you to even walk in the house. See all the houses were up off the ground. You walk in 
there and he would get so highly nervous. I remember my mother telling me and Jim, 
“Y’all go somewhere and sit down, go somewhere and sit down.”  
 
PC:  Now tell me who your siblings are.  
 
JMS:  Johnny Jones, Oscar Jones, this was my mother was married three times.  
 
PC:  Okay.  
 
JMS:  But, Johnny Jones, Oscar Jones, Vester Jones, Ernest Jones, Della Jones, it was 
eleven of us. See I didn’t know the ones between the older ones because they died but, it 
was eleven of us all total.  
 
PC:  And your brothers? 
 
JMS:  Well my brothers, one died between my oldest brother Johnny and my next 
brother, which was a girl they told me. Then, there was some more of them died between 
the other children. But, see I never knew them.  
 
PC:  Okay.  
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JMS:  I never knew them.  
 
PC:  And Jim Ligon is your brother?  
 
JMS:  Brother, uh-huh, he is the tenth child and I’m the eleventh.  
 
PC:  Okay.  
 
JMS:  I mean, I am the tenth and he is the eleventh.   
 
PC:  Okay. What year did you graduate from Diboll School?  
 
JMS:  1944.  
 
PC:  1944.  
 
JMS:  From the Diboll Colored School.  
 
PC: And when you graduated was it already…did you graduate from Diboll? Was it 
accredited then?  
 
JMS:  Yes, see when I graduated I had been to Dunbar in Lufkin because Diboll didn’t 
have the credits.  
 
PC:  Right, okay.  
 
JMS:  Somehow, I don’t know where Bradley got all them families he put on there, but I 
guess the Woods man, the state Superintendent, he must have believed him. He went on 
and gave him credit and they got the accreditation for the high school. And then that is 
when they told me said, “You can come home and go to school now.” And it was about 
three in my class and after I come back here then they leave and move to California and it 
left nobody but me.   
 
PC:  Okay, so does your diploma actually say Diboll Colored School?  
 
JMS:  Yes.  
 
PC:  On your high school diploma, and what year was that?  
 
JMS:  My diploma? 
 
PC:  What year did you graduate from high school?  
 
JMS:  1944. 
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PC:  1944 okay. They received accreditation in 1942.  
 
JMS:  Yes, yes. 
 
PC:  And so, when you got in the ninth grade did you have to go to Dunbar to Lufkin?  
 
JMS: I went about two months before they sent the accreditation to Diboll.  
 
PC:  Okay. So in ’42 would have been like your ninth or tenth grade year.  
 
JMS:  I think that is what that certificate got on it.  
 
PC:  Then they changed the name of it to H. G. Temple High School at the time they got 
accreditation?  
 
JMS:  It was changed afterwards because I remember the man that suggested it. They 
asked everybody, you know, to suggest a name. And a man by the name of Jack Maynard 
that suggested to name it after Temple and they agreed to it.  
 
PC:  So that is how it came about.  
 
JMS:  Yes, that is how it came about. They had like a town hall meeting but it was just 
all black people at the school and that is how it came about.  
 
PC: Yes ma’am.  
 
JMS:  Jack Maynard suggested we name it after Mr. Temple. They loved them Temples, 
so they named it after Mr. Temple. Yes, well we all agreed.  
 
PC:  That was Mr. H. G. Temple as we know.  
 
JMS:  Yes, Mr. H. G. Temple.  
 
PC:  And so that is how the process of the name started and you remember that. You 
were in school during that time.  
 
JMS:  I remember Mr. H. G. Temple just like I was looking at him right now.  
 
PC:  What do you remember about him?  
 
JMS:  He was a big man, very stately, not real, real tall, but average height and he always 
wore those dark suits and ties. Kind of like that picture up at Memorial Hospital of him. 
He wasn’t real dark but he wasn’t real white either, he was just…his color just set out.  
 
PC:  Was he friendly? 
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JMS:  Yes, he was friendly and he would let people have money, you know. Some 
people if they worked and they needed, like I remember one girl, my friend, her daddy 
went to him and got money to help send her to school.  
 
PC:  How were the other conditions of the Diboll Colored School as far as the books you 
had to use and the facilities were they in good condition?  
 
JMS: No, the books weren’t in good condition. In fact the books we had, they brought 
them from the white school to us. That is how we got books. I can’t ever remember 
getting just a whole set of new books.  
 
PC:  Okay, so y’all had used books.  
 
JMS:  Always was used and some of them all the time but that didn’t stop the progress, 
you know. Because, if you want to learn all you got to do is read. I don’t know much but 
I still read.  
 
PC:  So did you graduate under Professor Bradley then?  
 
JMS:  Yes.  
 
PC:  Tell me what you remember about him. 
 
JMS:  The Bradley’s are the ones that really brought the school out. We didn’t have 
nothing, basketball and all this stuff, we didn’t have none of that. We didn’t have nothing 
but that swing I showed you on that picture. You could play a little baseball or softball or 
something and it wasn’t supervised. But then he had goals put up back of the school and 
had sand hauled and made a court. We have had some of the biggest tournaments in the 
state of Texas right behind that school, as many as thirty buses from around Texas.    
 
PC:  Playing basketball?  
 
JMS:  Yes.  
 
PC:  So he really improved the school a lot?  
 
JMS:  He improved it. He improved it; he is the one that did it. We didn’t have second 
hand basketball stuff. He ordered our stuff from Lowe and Campbell in Dallas. We had 
purple and white and when we would be in the parade he would order the stuff from 
Lowe and Campbell. We had really nice stuff with him.  
 
PC: In the newspaper article, the Buzz Saw article from 1947 talks about Professor 
Bradley raising the $500 to build the Home Economics Department to enable them to 
become accredited. And you mention in an article that you were in the first Economics 
class of Mrs. Gilberts. So what do you remember about that new classroom that was 
built?  
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JMS:  They used that classroom for two, they divided it, that building they divided it. 
The front half was Jeffero’s for the shop and the back was where the Home Economics is.  
 
PC:  And that was the first year y’all had Home Economics?  
 
JMS:  That was our first year. I know every one of them on here. They are on a picture in 
here in one of these books here.  
 
PC:  Was Mrs. Bradley a teacher?  
 
JMS:  Who? 
 
PC:  Mrs. Bradley. 
 
JMS:  Bradley, yes.  
 
PC:  What did she teach?  
 
JMS:  She taught English, no she taught Physics or something or other, I think it was. I 
think it was History or something, I’ve really forgot. 
 
PC:  Did you know the Massey’s?  
 
JMS:  Yes.  
 
PC:  Now, you were already out of school when he came.  
 
JMS:  Yes, I was out of school. I was out of school when the Massey’s came here, him 
and his wife but they were nice.  
 
PC:  What do you know about him as far as his administration days and being school 
principal?  
 
JMS:  Well, I really don’t know nothing concrete, nothing concrete. 
 
PC:  Okay. Did you know Mr. Kenyon? 
 
JMS:  Yes, Kenyon, yes I knew him. 
 
PC:  Mr. Kenyon came after Mr. Bradley.  
 
JMS:  That is Bradley right there.  
 
PC:  Okay, and that is a photograph of the Temple Tigers, 1948.  
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JMS:  Yes.  
 
PC:  You were already out of school. What did you do after you graduated from high 
school?  
 
JMS:  Where did I go?  
 
PC:  Yes ma’am.  
 
JMS:  I went to Hawkins, to Jarvis.  
 
PC:   To Jarvis College? 
 
JMS:  Uh-huh.  
 
PC:  How long did you stay there?  
 
JMS:  I was there four years.  
 
PC:  Did you get a degree?  
 
JMS:  Yes, sure did.  
 
PC:  What did you do after college? 
 
JMS:  Where did I go? I came back here and I tried to set up a day care school, but that 
didn’t work out. I went to Mexico and I taught an Indian group out there. Now here is 
that group you talking about.  You want me to cut that down? (referring to air 
conditioner) 
 
PC:  Oh, no ma’am, I’m fine.  
 
JMS:  This is that group, that homemaking group.  
 
PC:  Oh okay, the picture there we are looking at from the alumni book, okay.  
 
JMS:  This is me over here and, it was how many, three, six, nine, ten of us. But, see we 
wasn’t all in the same grades.  
 
PC:  Yes ma’am, they just all took the same class together, the homemaking class from  
Mrs. Gilbert, okay.  
 
JMS:  Right.  
 
PC:  Do you know if that was part of the requirements for them to become accredited 
was to offer a class like that or something? 
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JMS:  No, I really didn’t know the requirements but, then when I got into trying to 
understand what was going on because Bradley and his wife would always tell me 
because after everybody left, you know, I thought the whole school was going to shut 
down, you know. He said, “No we going to work on it.” He said, “We got to get some 
more families in here with children.” And, that is what they did.  
 
PC:  They were probably required to have a certain number to become accredited.  
 
JMS:  Right.  
 
PC:  So, you just had to go to Dunbar for a couple of months from the time you got into 
high school until they got the accreditation and then… 
 
JMS:  Then I came back. 
 
PC: …then they told you to come back.  
 
JMS:  Uh-huh.  
 
PC:  Then you graduated from… 
 
JMS:  Diboll Colored School.  
 
PC:  Diboll Colored School. So they had not renamed it at the time of your graduation?  
 
JMS:  No, I don’t think they had renamed it at that time. I don’t think so. I’m looking for 
that thing, I ain’t got that thing.  
 
PC:  That is okay.  
 
JMS:  Yes I have.  
 
PC:  Did you have children Mrs. Joy Mae, do you have children?  
 
JMS:  Yes.  
 
PC:  Did you have children in the Diboll public school system during the integration 
years? 
 
JMS:  Yes, three.  
 
PC:  Okay.  
 
JMS:  All three of my children finished from Diboll High School.  
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PC:  Okay.  
 
JMS:  And my grandkids.  
 
PC:  Well the first year of Freedom of Choice was 1965, and then full integration was the 
fall of ‘68. So we had Freedom of Choice and then ‘67 they integrated the high school. 
What age children did you have during those years?  
 
JMS:  Well let’s see my son was born in 1960, and my oldest daughter was born in 1955 
and my youngest kid was born in 1963.  
 
PC:  Okay, so they would have been…two of them would have been in school during the 
65 through 68. Did you encounter any problems? Or how did you feel about integration?  
 
JMS:  I didn’t feel nothing about it. See I was born where white people, and white people 
kept me for my mother.  
 
PC:  Okay.  
 
JMS:  So, I’ve never had no problem with white because everybody looks the same to 
me.  
 
PC:  Well that is good. So, you had experienced race relations as a young child with 
being attended to by a white lady?  
 
JMS:  Did you hear me say my mother worked for Mrs. Evans a little while? Mrs. Evans 
was keeping me.  
 
PC:  Okay, Dr. Evans wife? 
 
JMS:  Dr. Evans mother.  
 
PC:  Oh Dr. Evans mother, okay. So, you were accustomed to being around white 
people. So, when you came to Diboll you were young, but were your parents around the 
white community a lot?  
 
JMS:  Yes.  
 
PC:  Intermingled with the white community?  
 
JMS:  Yes.  
 
PC:  Okay, so you had young children in school and during the years of integration when 
they started going to the Diboll white school you didn’t encounter any problems as far as 
race relations?  
 



© Copyright 2010 THE HISTORY CENTER            Joy Mae Smith              Interview 198a 

 
14 of 29 

JMS: No, as far as I know we never had no problems. Now, my oldest daughter she 
started to school right out here. 
 
PC:  At the H. G. Temple School?  
JMS:  Yes, and my boy too, but then the last one started to school over back there back 
of Brookshire Brothers.  
 
PC:  How did they feel about having to go to the white school?  
 
JMS:  They didn’t think nothing about it. 
 
PC:  They were okay with it, no problems?  
 
JMS:  They don’t think nothing about. They don’t think nothing about it now.  
 
PC:  Good. Did you ever hear of any incidents that were race related at school after 
integration?  
 
JMS:  Involving my family? There was incidents but it didn’t involve my family.  
 
PC:  Okay.  
 
JMS:  It didn’t involve my children is what I’m saying.  
 
PC:  Okay. But you do remember some?  
 
JMS:  I remember them telling about some. I don’t remember them myself because I 
wasn’t there but, I never had but one problem at school and that was with my son. He was 
growing up pretty good then and he got to where he liked the girls, you know.  
 
PC:  He liked what?  
 
JMS:  He liked girls!  
 
PC:  Oh! (laughter) 
 
JMS:  The teacher sent me a letter over here and telling me that Larry is over here 
catching a hold of these girl’s dresses. See, everybody wore dresses. I said, “Oh my 
God.” So I wrote her a letter back and told her, “It wasn’t my job to chastise him over 
there, that is yours. And when he get over here I take care of him over here and you take 
care of him over there and don’t be trying to put your job off on me.” She wrote me back, 
I talked to him, and she wrote me back and say, “What did you do.” I said, “I didn’t do 
nothing to him but told him to keep his hands off them girls dresses.” And, that is the 
only thing that ever happened with me and my children at school.  
 



© Copyright 2010 THE HISTORY CENTER            Joy Mae Smith              Interview 198a 

 
15 of 29 

PC:  Well that is good. Did you ever know of any incidents in the community that were 
race related, problems within the community after integration?  
 
JMS:  Yes, it’s been some but not with my children. Not that they were better but it was 
just certain stuff I told them not to do. When I said don’t do this or don’t do that, then 
they know not to do it.  
 
PC:  What about with yourself, like going to the grocery store and things like that after 
integration when you started to go to other establishments and businesses in the white 
community, were you treated well?  
 
JMS:  Yes.  
 
PC:  What type of businesses and establishments did you have in the black community 
that you remember?  
 
JMS:  We just mostly had cafés, little bitty buildings you know. They were several back 
that way, from the church going back that way, where the plywood plant is.  
 
PC:  Yes ma’am. Can you remember any of them by name, do you remember any of 
them?  
 
JMS:  Yes, let’s see, there was Joe Diamonds Café, and Artie Dewberry’s Café, and Jim 
Ligon’s Café, he had a dance hall, my step father. There was Pump Davis he had a hot 
tamale stand. Who else? Southside Café was Jack…Jack…I’m trying to think of his 
name, Jack Anderson.  
 
PC:  Okay. Do you remember going to the commissary as a young child?  
 
JMS:  Oh yes, I went to the commissary when I just could reach up there and put that 
nickel up there.  
 
PC:  Did you go to the big commissary, the big company store? 
 
JMS:  Yes, uh-huh.  
 
PC:  You were treated well?  
 
JMS:  Oh yes, and everybody knew everybody pretty much by name. I remember Mrs. 
Farrington.  
 
PC:  Oh, yes ma’am.  
 
JMS:  She sold the ladies stuff and materials and stuff. Jimmy Fuller sold the shoes and 
let’s see…I remember when they used to sell caskets in there.  
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PC:  Oh, yes ma’am. Were there any black employees at the commissary?  
 
JMS:  No, well there was one named Chester Willis. He worked in the grocery thing. He 
put them on the…he used to deliver them on the wagon then they got a truck and he 
started delivering them on the truck. You go buy your groceries and he would bring them 
out.  
 
PC:  Okay, okay.  
 
JMS:  That was Chester Willis.  
 
PC:  Do you remember going to the train station, to the depot? 
 
JMS:  Yes, I rode the train a many a day from Diboll to Lufkin. Catch one going and 
catch the other one coming back.  
 
PC: Yes ma’am. Now we know that you were involved with the Juneteenth Celebrations. 
What do you remember about the early Juneteenth Celebrations in Diboll?  
 
JMS:  Well, I got that all down on paper, how they used to cook and serve and stuff.  
 
PC:  Yes ma’am, you wrote on article for the 2003 Juneteenth and we have that at the 
History Center.  
 
JMS:  You got a copy?  
 
PC:  Yes ma’am. You talked about the pit, you know, how they would cook the barbeque 
and things like that.  
 
JMS:  Yes, they dig a pit just like they was digging a grave but, not as deep.  
 
PC:  Where were they held at, the early celebrations? 
 
JMS:  Right down here this side of Walter Allen Park. It would be going down that street 
it would be right about where that first and second house on the right going down 
Cypress Street.  
 
PC:  Okay. This would have been before the park was built, the early ones right? Before 
Walter Allen Park was built? 
 
JMS:  Before Walter Allen Park was built. 
 
PC:  And then after the park was built they just had them there every year?  
 
JMS:  Yes, they started having Juneteenth after the park was built they started having 
Juneteenth things down there.  People would just go down there.  



© Copyright 2010 THE HISTORY CENTER            Joy Mae Smith              Interview 198a 

 
17 of 29 

 
PC:  Now you mention in the article some years they would have it and some years they 
didn’t, in the forties. Was there a reason for that?  
 
JMS:  A lack of stuff to cook, you know. I think that was all that was.   
 
PC:  Just lack of participation?  
 
JMS:  Yes, just like now, lately they have skipped years, lately they have skipped years. 
This is one of my brothers at the lumber yard.  
 
PC:  Okay, we are looking at a photograph here. What is his name?  
 
JMS:  Oscar Jones.  
 
PC:  Oscar Jones, okay.  
 
JMS:  Yes and this one is my sister. She liked to raise flowers.  
 
PC:  Okay, is this here in Diboll?  
 
JMS:  Yes.  
 
PC:  Okay. Now you were telling me earlier that one of your sisters worked for Ellen and 
Buddy Temple.  
 
JMS:  Yes, that is the only one I remember was this one.  
 
PC:  Which sister is that, what is her name? 
 
JMS:  Della.  
 
PC:  Della. She worked for the Temples? 
 
JMS:  Yes, she worked for them over here at Crown Colony.  
 
PC:  Were you involved with Diboll Day Celebrations?  
 
JMS:  No, I did when I was working but, you know, because we used to do a lot of fund 
raising for our queen.  
 
PC:  Yes ma’am.  
 
JMS:  But, I quit it, they quit it and I quit it too.  
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PC:  Well what can you tell me about the early Diboll Days when it was segregated. 
When they had the black Diboll Day Queens and the white Diboll Day queens.  
JMS:  Well, we had a black queen, Debra Washington.  
 
PC:  Yes ma’am, that was after integration in the seventies. But, I’m talking about before 
integration in the late sixties. We know they had separate queen’s races. We have a 
photograph of ’62… 
 
JMS:  Well one of my kids was on the float. She was born in 1963.  
 
PC:  Do you remember when they had the separate queens, any involvement with that 
and how they selected them?  
 
JMS:  No, I don’t remember when they had no separate queens up there. But now, my 
little girl, the youngest one, she rode on the float with the white kids in the girl scouts.  
 
PC:  In the parade?  
 
JMS:  Yes, in the Girl Scouts, in the parade and she wasn’t but about six or seven 
because she was a Brownie.  
 
PC:  Okay. In the early sixties, you know, they had separate queen’s races.  
 
JMS:  Yes.  
 
PC:  We have a photograph of ‘62 and ‘64 I believe, and they were separate events, they 
had events at the Walter Allen Park. But do you remember anything about the parades in 
the early days, was it just one parade and everybody participated in the parade?  
 
JMS:  Yes, just one parade.  
 
PC:   During segregation and then they came to the park, Walter Allen Park?  
 
JMS:  Uh-huh.  
 
PC:  And the whites went to Whispering Pines or Old Orchard Park? 
 
JMS:  Wherever.  
 
PC:  Okay. You don’t really remember how the queens were selected, the black queens? 
 
JMS:  Yes, but you know, I never really cared too much for that queen contest stuff 
because we had one representing from my job and we was raising money and stuff and it 
just wasn’t working out right. To my idea it wasn’t working out right.  
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PC:  What do you remember about the Sunday afternoon baseball games of the Semi-pro 
Negro League?  
 
JMS:  Oh that was back in the day!  
 
PC:  Yes ma’am.  
 
JMS:  It was back in the day right in that park on this side. They had people coming to 
play ball from out of town and, we would go to the ballgame. But everybody had been to 
church; everybody had been to church including the ball players. And everybody go back 
to church after the ball game. You had to keep your heart right. We would go to that 
ballgame and see the little café set right on the corner there where you got to turn to go 
into the ball park. He had all kinds of hamburgers and homemade ice cream and all that 
good stuff, you know. It was really good! 
 
PC:  Now who ran the little café there you’re talking about?  
 
JMS:  That was Joe Diamond’s Café.  
 
PC:  Joe Diamonds.  
 
JMS:  And then after he phased out, this man built another big building called Rodgers 
Café. So, if you got a quarter or a dime or something you could run in there and get you 
one and go back in.  
 
PC:  Go back to the ballgame?  
 
JMS:  Yes.  
 
PC:  Did they charge to get into the ballgame?  
 
JMS:  Yes, about a dime or a quarter or something for kids. And, if you get a ball that 
they hit over that fence you could get in for free.  
 
PC:  Oh! (laughter) 
 
JMS:  Them boys would run for that ball.  
 
PC:  Now, I remember you telling me earlier that the ballpark was over close to the H. G. 
Temple School. 
 
JMS:  Right.  
 
PC:  Where the H. G. Temple School is today by Shiloh Church, over in that area.  
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JMS:  Well actually the park and the school properties were separated by a fence. They 
were separated by a fence. So the school took up back this way and the ballpark took up 
back that way.  
 
PC:  The fence from the ball field, is that the fence you’re speaking of?  
 
JMS:  Yes.  
 
PC:  And we looked at a picture earlier and that photograph earlier that we looked at of 
the baseball team was that the black baseball park over here?  
 
JMS:  Yes, see that is where a lot of those houses are down there, past that school. 
 
PC:  Oh, there is houses there now?  
 
JMS:  Yes.  
 
PC:   That is where the ball park was? 
 
JMS:  Some of the down there right now is where part of that ball park took up but they 
are different houses, they are not the same houses. They are different houses.  
 
PC:  Is that on Lynn Street or something?  
 
JMS:  That is Cypress…I wanted to say Cypress but that is me, not Lynn. Lynn Street is 
right here back of me, Neil Pickett.  
 
PC:  Neil Pickett Street, okay.  
 
JMS:  I think its Neil Pickett, maybe it’s Neil Pickett.  
 
PC:  Okay. So, that was a big event, the baseball games. Do you remember the Diboll 
Dragons team?  
 
JMS:  Yes.  
 
PC:  Do you remember the Eagles team?  
 
JMS:  Yes.  
 
PC:  Do you remember any of the players or the coaches or anything that you remember?  
 
JMS:  I remember the players. I was looking at one of thems picture here awhile ago. 
Fred Randolph was one player. As far as I know they are all dead. Fred Randolph, 
Manchie Lee…I done forgot Manchie Lee’s last name. That is Marianne’s daddy, but he 
played baseball and, Artie Williams.  



© Copyright 2010 THE HISTORY CENTER            Joy Mae Smith              Interview 198a 

 
21 of 29 

 
PC:  So, it was a big event to go to the Sunday afternoon ballgames wasn’t it?   
 
JMS:  Yes, and at night, see the church was so much smaller than what we got up there 
now. They would be all…we’d have to let the windows up because it would be hot and 
they would be hanging up in the windows. So, they would be at church, they’d be 
hanging up in the windows, T. J. Pearson, Shorty Hubbard, Alex Hubbard, all them guys.  
 
PC:  You mention in your Juneteenth article about Mr. Henry Temple taking the Diboll 
Dragons to Florida for a semi-pro baseball game against the Florida Cubans. What can 
you share with me about that?  
 
JMS:  Well, back then I really think he had in mind going professional. I really believe 
that is what he had in his mind. But, the people that was doing this was working too for 
him on the job, you know. He would take them and he would furnish everything. I think 
the score was like three to one or zero to one or something. I did write that down because 
me and T. Mathis discussed it. He said, “Yes Joy” say, “Yes.” He carried them up there 
and I think the score was three to one or three to nothing or something like that. They was 
some good ball players. Two of those guys on that team were from Chicago and they was 
used to playing baseball, them Hubbard brothers.  
 
PC:  They worked at the mill for Mr. Temple?  
 
JMS:  Uh-huh, all of them that was on the team worked, sure did.  
 
PC:  Okay, the semi-pro team?  
 
JMS:  Yes, they all worked.  
 
PC:  Did any of the Diboll people ever go and watch them when they…  
 
JMS:  Yes, everybody that could go, go.  
 
PC: …went to Florida? Did other people go?  
 
JMS:  Yes, see the family members go and they root for the team, you know. I especially 
remember Mrs. Randolph, her son played and she just had that one child and boy she 
would be hollering up there and tell them, “You better not hurt my baby.” Boy, she… 
 
PC:  Did you ever go to any of the out of town games when they traveled?  
 
JMS:  No, they traveled but didn’t too many people because they didn’t have 
transportation too much. They’d go to Camden, Texas and Chester, Lufkin, and close by 
places. Yeap! 
 
PC:  Now, you mentioned the Rodgers Café.  
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JMS:  Yes, it was a skating rink.  
 
PC:   Okay, that is what I was going to ask you. Was it a skating rink in the beginning or 
did he add that later?  
 
JMS:  Yes, it was a skating rink in the beginning.  
 
PC:  Did you go there?  
 
JMS:  Yes, I was a kid then.  
 
PC:  You were just a child.  
 
JMS:  All of us went there and learned how to roller skate.  
 
PC:  Do you remember how much it cost to roller skate then?  
 
JMS:  No, probably a nickel. If you had a nickel, if you didn’t you had to pay something 
another to get the skates you know. You just go over there and pick out what you could 
wear.  
 
PC:  So you were a child then.  
 
JMS:  Oh yes, I was a girl back then. I’d see a lot of my friends.  
 
PC:  Like, were you like in your school days, like fifteen, ten or fifteen, how old were 
you?  
 
JMS:  If that age.  
 
PC:  Okay. Now, did you work at a cleaners?  
 
JMS:  Yes, I worked for Mr. Smith.  
 
PC:  What was the name of it?  
 
JMS:  I worked for Mr. Smith. You know Lon Smith, did you know him? No, you ain’t 
old enough to know Lon.  
 
PC:  No ma’am.  
 
JMS:  Lon Smith and Lloyd Tribbly, Lloyd was his presser.  
 
PC:  What was the name of the cleaners?  
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JMS:  Diboll Cleaners, I guess that was the name of it. They never did have no sign on it.  
 
PC:  I remember a photograph of you standing by that car.  
JMS:  Yes, that is another one. That is not the same one, that one is 
Dan…Dan…whatever his name…Dan Fenley. 
 
PC:  Oh, okay.  
 
JMS:  That cleaners was up the highway across from Mrs. Craft store, where that other 
store is. That is where that cleaners was.  
 
PC:  Oh, okay and you worked for him.  
 
JMS:  I would go out of the county and pick up clothes. 
 
PC:  Oh, okay.  
 
JMS:  I’d do any kind of work.  
 
PC:  Now, do you have a favorite childhood memory that you want to share with me.  
 
JMS:  I loved them all to tell you the truth. But, we used to play playhouse and we would 
make hair out of corn silk.  
 
PC:  Oh. 
 
JMS:  You could take that corn silk and just fix it any way you wanted. That was one of 
my favorites. We had some boys who preached, we’d have church and some of the boys 
would be a preacher. We would really enjoy that. I liked to play jacks. I got jacks up 
there now I take down and play sometime by myself. Yes, I like to play jacks. I always 
did like to listen to the news even when I was a girl.  
 
PC:  Keep up with the current events huh?  
 
JMS:  Yes, see that is what we had to do. When we come home for lunch, your teacher 
tell you turn your radio on and listen. That is the only way we could get it, listen to these 
events, the current events and bring back a report for that next day. So… 
 
PC:  Now, backing up to the school days, you were out of school when they built the new 
H. G. Temple School in I believe ‘53. But, you were still living here in Diboll then? 
 
JMS:  Yes, I may have been, I may have been in Washington. No I wasn’t. I’ve lived out 
of state a little bit but what years… 
 
PC:  I guess that was quite an improvement from the Diboll Colored School when they 
built the new school. That was quite an improvement?  
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JMS:  Yes, that was quite an improvement. I never would have thought it ever would 
have happened but, it did.  
PC:  So do you think overall as a community that the integration process was a smooth 
process for Diboll?  
 
JMS:  Yes, overall but, deep in my heart the black kids had a better chance in 
segregation. They thought we would have a better chance integrating. 
 
PC:  Okay. But, you didn’t experience any problems with your children?  
 
JMS:  I didn’t experience any problems. No problems with my children.  
 
PC:  Do you remember anything specific about that first year of integration when your 
children went to the elementary school?  
 
JMS:  No, no problems.  
 
PC:  You don’t remember what teacher they had or anything particular?  
 
JMS:  See, just one of them entered school during integration. The other two started over 
here.  
 
PC:  But, when they made the change they coped well, adjusted well? Didn’t have any 
problems you said.  
 
JMS:  Yes.  
 
PC:  Okay.  
 
JMS:  See all my children finished from Diboll High School, that girl right there in that 
red. (Referring to a photograph)  
 
PC:  And what are your children’s names?  
 
JMS:  Phyliss, Larry, and Lisa. That girl there, she finished Diboll High School, in that 
red.  
 
PC:  Okay, and what is their last name, Smith?  
 
JMS:  No, they’re Williams. She just got her cap and pen Jan. 9th this year. She already 
had been to college and got a degree in physical therapy.  
 
PC:  Oh, that is wonderful.  
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JMS:  She went back and got her cap and pen. Now, she is on a plane right now going to 
Florida, going to the Bahamas.  
 
PC:  Oh wow! That is great. Is there anything you would like to share with me that I 
haven’t asked you about today?  
 
JMS:  Yes, we had a hot tamale man. Did you talk about him?  
 
PC:  No ma’am, tell me about him.  
 
JMS:  He lived over here back of this cemetery in the woods like. He would walk the 
street and sell hot tamales. It would be like in a can or something. I don’t know how he 
fixed it but they would always be hot, you know. I don’t mean with pepper hot. He would 
walk and sell hot tamales up and down the street about a quarter a dozen I guess. And, he 
sang a song. We was trying to think of that no later than last Sunday. Oh, Queen King?  
 
PC:  Yes ma’am.  
 
JMS:  Yes, we was trying, they called over here, “What is that hot tamales man name?” 
They don’t remember nothing. I say, “His name is Mr. Rollings, Mr. Riley.” His name 
was Mr. Riley. “No, that is not the one.” So, later I found out that his name was Clark 
Davis. That is the one they was looking for. So, I told them yes, he sold his in a little café 
but, Mr. Riley walked the streets and sold his. You could stop him anywhere and he 
would stop and give you what you wanted.  
 
PC:  Oh.  
 
JMS:  Then we had another man that walked and sell peanuts. His name was…what is 
his name? The peanut man, “Peanuts” and Mr. Riley was “Hot Tamales.” They really had 
a way.  
 
PC:  Y’all had a candy man too. I saw a picture of him earlier today. I can’t remember 
his name.  
 
JMS:  The candy man?  
 
PC:  The candy man, he had a little metal basket on his arm, and they called him the 
candy man, probably around in the fifties.  
 
JMS:  Maybe so, I can’t pull nothing out on it.  
 
PC:  Who were some of your neighbors that you grew up by, people in the community 
that you were close too?  
 
JMS:  Some of the girls? Vermell Green, she just been dead a year or two years almost. 
Vermell Green, Edna Ruth Jackson, Vermell and Edna Ruth ‘cause Vermell lived in front 
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of me and Edna Ruth lived behind me. Gladys Smith, and Laura Mae. Let me look at this 
picture. They are on here, all them girls on here, Rosa Lee Slaughter, Jay Phillips.  
 
PC:  Now what is this photograph we are looking at?  
 
JMS:  This is where the class, the school kids were going to wrap the Maypole. But, I 
was looking for the names of the kids.  
 
PC:  Was this from the H. G. Temple School, or the Diboll Colored School?  
 
JMS:  All these.  
 
PC:  What year would this have been?  
 
JMS:  I don’t know. Jim run me off this copy.  
 
PC:  Okay. Now, when you graduated in 1944 how many were in your graduating class?  
 
JMS:  I told you, one.  
 
PC:  Just you?  
 
JMS:  The rest of them had moved away.  
 
PC:  Just you, okay.  
 
JMS:  I don’t know if that school thing, you know.  
 
PC:  Well, I know 1945 they just had one was Mr. Cade.  
 
JMS:  He didn’t graduate in 1945. 1944 I graduated. I don’t know Harold was in my 
class, it was me and him, the last two.  
 
PC:  Okay. I read that somewhere he graduated in ’45.  
 
JMS:  If you don’t tell the right thing in history it will stay messed up.  
 
PC:  That is right, that is why we are trying to get it right.  
 
JMS:  You got to tell it right. And if you think that ain’t the truth Jim knows it’s the 
truth.  
 
PC:  Okay. So Harold Cade ya’ll graduated together?  
 
JMS:  Yes, we were in the same class but he left and went in the service.  
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PC:  Oh, okay.  
 
JMS:  When the school didn’t have no accreditation, he left and went in the service and 
went in the army or somewhere. I don’t know where Harold went.  
 
PC:  Okay, so you were the only one in ’44.  
 
JMS:  That left his sisters here but they were back lower grades, you know, so they could 
stay.  
 
PC:  Okay.  
 
JMS:  But, as far as Harold is concerned Harold know he didn’t really graduate. I guess 
they might have just went on and pushed it out but, he wasn’t here. 
 
PC:  He wasn’t here.  
 
JMS:  He was in…wherever the army he was in.  
 
PC:  Okay, all right.  
 
JMS:  But they say he was the first graduate, I say, “That is a lie.”  
 
PC:  So you had heard that before?  
 
JMS:  Yes, I’ve heard it many times but Jim told them too he say, “He wasn’t here.”  
 
PC:  Okay, well I wanted to compile a list of the graduates, you know, so.  
 
JMS:  They need to straighten the stuff up. Not that I’m looking for the credit. I don’t 
want no credit for nothing.  
 
PC:  Right. Do you have a copy of your diploma from high school?  
 
JMS:  I thought I gave it to them. No, I know what happened to it, the dormitory burned. 
It got burned and my ring too.  
 
PC:  Okay, is there anything else you want to share with us today?  
 
JMS:  Well let’s see.  
 
PC:  Anything about growing up in Diboll and living here in Diboll?  
 
JMS:  Growing up in it, yes, I loved it! I go right out there and catch me a few fish in the 
evening and come home and cook them.  
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PC:  Oh, yes ma’am.  
 
JMS:  My mother she loved fish, my whole family, even them grandkids up there.  
 
PC:  Where do you fish at?  
 
JMS:  We go out…right now we fish out on 103, my grandchildren, my grandson 
brought me fish Saturday. Not Saturday, Monday, Monday was the holiday. That is the 
day him and his daddy come down here and brought me a lot of fish Saturday, Monday.  
 
PC:  Now did you just work in different places in Diboll or what was your main 
occupation?  
 
JMS:  Did I work where?  
 
PC:  When you were living here in Diboll what was your main occupation?  
 
JMS:  I did everything and then see I taught school in Livingston and Corrigan?  
 
PC:  Okay, because you have a degree?  
 
JMS:  Yes, I have a degree.  
 
PC:  Did you ever teach here in Diboll?  
 
JMS:  Yes, with Professor Massey.  
 
PC:  What did you teach?  
 
JMS:  I taught the elementary classes.  
 
PC:  Oh okay, for how long?  
 
JMS:  See, I have an elementary certificate too. I don’t know where it is. I got it from 
Prairie View A&M.  
 
PC:  Okay. How long did you teach?  
 
JMS:  Well it was more or less substituting between times, you know, when people had 
to be gone or off or sick or dead or whatever. 
 
PC:  Did you enjoy it?  
 
JMS:  Yes, I liked Corrigan a lot. I really did like Corrigan. That was my favorite place. 
But, see I went to Mexico and I taught in a Pueblo Indian School.  
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PC:  How long were you there?  
 
JMS:  I was there about a year and a half.   
 
PC:   Was it like a mission, a mission trip?  
 
JMS:  Yes, well sort of so. There thing was mostly domestic, mostly domestic because 
they didn’t know, they know how to cook this stuff they eat, you know, but, they didn’t 
know too much about anything else. They know how to cook fry bread. When you leave 
that, they didn’t cook too much of nothing.  
 
PC:  Did you have any dealings working with Mr. Rhone with Diboll Day events or 
community things?  
 
JMS:  Well he was the Vice-President when Minnie Faye was the president I think of the 
school reunion and what have you. That is about as close as I got to James.  
 
PC:  Okay, now when did you get married?  
 
JMS:  What year? Oh God, I’ll have to go in there and look. I’ve been married twice.  
 
PC:  Your maiden name was Joy May Williams, then you got married and become a 
Smith.  
 
JMS:  Williams, yes, a Cole first, C-o-l-e and then Smith.  
 
PC:  Joy Mae Cole and then Joy Mae Smith, okay.  
 
JMS:  Yes.  
 
PC:  Okay. Well Mrs. Joy Mae I certainly appreciate your time today.  
 
JMS:  I appreciate you because you got my mind kind of stirred a little bit. I needs to be 
able to think and if you don’t use it you’ll lose it.  
 
PC:  Yes ma’am. Well, I appreciate you sitting down with me today for this interview 
and helping us to collect more of the history of the black community and H. G. Temple 
School. I thank you again.  
 
JMS:  Glad to do it. Sorry I don’t have more.  
 
 
END OF INTERVIEW 
 


