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Abstract: In an interview with his great-nephew Joe Smith, L.D. Smith reminisces about 
cars and trucks and transportation.  He remembers walking everywhere, riding the train to 
Lufkin and Houston, and the various cars his father owned.  He also talks about life as a 
trucker hauling lumber and forest products all over the United States.  
 
Joe Smith (hereafter JS):  This is Joe Smith interviewing L.D. Smith at his home in 
Diboll, Texas. The date is December 8, 1986. 
How was early transportation like? 
 
L. D. Smith (hereafter LDS):  Well, I guess it was all right. Maybe not as convenient as 
it is now but it was all right. Didn’t have any heaters in your car, nor air conditioners. 
Breaking down all the time but you could still get around. When I was a boy I never did 
have to use them but there were still horses and wagons around. They used them for 
transportation. 
 
JS:  How did you get around whenever you wanted to go to the store or something? 
 
LDS:  I walked. 
 
JS:  How far did you have to go? 
 
LDS:  Oh, the commissary wasn’t very far from where I lived. Where the old library 
building is now, I lived just north of it.  It was just a little piece to the commissary. I 
walked to school. 
 
JS:  Where was the school when you went to school? 
 
LDS:  The grade school and high school were right where the grade school is now. 
 
JS:  The elementary? 
 
LDS:  Yes, elementary, whatever it is. And I walked across the railroad track and went 
between some houses down an alley and came out right at the school. 
 
JS:  How far was it, two or three hundred yards? 
 
LDS:  It was farther than that, probably a quarter of a mile. 
 
JS:  How old were you when you first started driving, was taught how to drive? 
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LDS:  Well, I learned to drive a T-model Ford and it belonged to a friend of mine’s 
brother. He already knew how to drive. To drive a T-model, it doesn’t have a gear shift, 
you have three pedals in the floor, one is the brake, one is the clutch and one was reverse. 
That’s three pedals, the clutch was on the left side and the brake was on the right side and 
reverse was in the middle. Your gas was on the steering wheel. You had a “start” on the 
left side and the “gas” on the right side, you could pull it down for however fast you 
wanted to go. When you started off you would push in on the clutch. On the left side 
there was a lever, like an emergency brake on some cars. You would get going and you 
would push that down and then you could get your gears going, that would be high gear. 
 
JS:  What would happen when you had a break down or something, have to go call 
home? 
 
LDS:  Oh no, we wouldn’t get that far from home. If it broke down you fixed it. You 
could fix a T-model with almost anything. A piece of wire or something. 
 
JS:  Were they that easy? 
 
LDS:  Oh yes, wasn’t anything to them. One time me and this friend had his brother’s T-
model, his brother was a lot older than we were, he was a grown man, we were just kids. 
So we got his T-model and were going riding and he had that thing wide open, had both 
gears pulled down on it, spark and gas both. We came to a curve, all the roads were dirt 
roads then, this curve was real sandy and we came to it and when he started to turn, the 
T-model had what they called a radius rod which holds the two wheels together- well, it 
broke and both wheels just went. The right wheel went right and the left wheel went left. 
It just stopped and scared both of us, we just go out and ran to the house and left it there. 
When his brother came in he had to go get it. Like to whipped us, too. But my daddy, the 
first car I remember my daddy having was a 1929 Essex, put out by Hudson, it eventually 
turned out to what they called the Terra-plane, they changed the name from Essex to 
Terraplane eventually, it wasn’t anything but an Essex, but it was just like an apple box, 
straight up and down, no curves or anything in it, just like these new cars.  
 
JS:  Like a rectangle or something like that? 
 
LDS:  Yes, It was just straight up and down. I got in it one day, it was out in front of the 
house. Of course, it had a gear shift, a stick shift but the starter was in the floor and to 
start it you just mashed on that deal in the floor and it would start. There wasn’t any key 
in it but it was in gear and I kept mashing on that starter until I ran the car through the 
picket fence in front of the house. I got a whipping for that. The next car he had was an 
A-model and that’s what I learned to drive real good where I could go by myself. 
 
JS:  Were they real easy to drive? 
 
LDS:  Oh yes, it was just a clutch and a gear shift, change gears. 
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JS:  Whenever you would get around somewhere how many people would, like that 
Essex, how many people would it hold in the car, like when you went to church or 
somewhere? 
 
LDS:  Well, all the front seats then were solid, just like the back seats, there wasn’t a 
split in them. They didn’t move, the backs of them didn’t move, they were stationary but 
you would sit three in front and three in the back. 
 
JS:  They had two seats like that? 
 
LDS:  Yes, they had four doors and two doors. Most of your two doors were just coupes, 
you know. They didn’t have but one seat and your four doors had two seats. Of course, 
the old A-model had what they called a “rumble seat” in it, it was outside where your 
trunk is. Instead of opening up towards the car, it opened up back towards back of the car 
and when you opened it up that was the back seat, it had a cushion in there. 
 
JS:  Before you had any cars, did you have any horses or anything to get around in? 
 
LDS:  No, Daddy never had any horses. They were still around in Diboll then, there were 
a lot of people who had horses and wagons they rode around in. I couldn’t ride one if I 
had had one. 
 
JS:  Did they get you a car or anything when you started high school? Or did you have to 
get your own? 
 
LDS:  No, I didn’t even get my own, I didn’t have any money and Daddy didn’t either, 
not to buy me a car. There wasn’t any money around to buy kids a car. When I finished 
school in 1939 I went right on in the Army, I didn’t have a chance to get a car until I got 
out of the service. The first car I ever bought for myself was a 1941 Ford – V8 Ford – and 
I couldn’t pay for it so I let it go back and then bought a ’33 Plymouth. 
 
JS:  What was that you had before you sold it? 
 
LDS:  Oh, this last one? That was a ’68 Plymouth. The first brand new car I ever bought 
was a ’60 Model Pontiac. 
 
JS:  Were they the shaft whatever, or the stick shift? 
 
LDS:  It was – you had to change gears in it all right but it was under the steering wheel.   
 
JS:  Not like they are now? 
 
LDS:  Some cars had what you call “over drive”, when they first started putting the over 
drive in them it was just a button on the dash and you pull it out. But that Pontiac, it was 
a straight 8, oh, it was a long motor, all eight cylinders right in the – instead of a V type. 
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JS:  Whenever you started trucking, how was that? Did you go around to a lot of places? 
 
LDS:  Yes, I liked that trucking, used to go all over the different states. 
 
JS:  Saw a lot of scenery and stuff? 
 
LDS:  Yes, when I first started driving they didn’t, the Company then was Southern Pine 
Lumber Company, they had little Chevrolet trucks. 
 
JS:  They didn’t have them like they do now? 
 
LDS:  They didn’t have the big trucks like they do now. You couldn’t haul too big a load 
with them. It took you a long time to go and get back but I liked it. I’ve been all over the 
country driving the truck, seen a lot of things, been a lot of places. I drove one of those 
Chevrolets so long I thought that was the only truck they made until I got that diesel. I 
was in hog heaven.  It had sleeping room in it.  
 
JS:  On the back part? 
 
LDS:  Yes, get in it and go to sleep like you did in your bed, but with those Chevrolet 
trucks you couldn’t do that. You laid down in the seat. 
 
JS:  You could go find a motel. 
 
LDS:  Well, you didn’t do that either, didn’t have money to buy a motel room. 
 
JS:  They didn’t give you any money? 
 
LDS:  Not then, they didn’t. Just work from daylight to dark. All night, just drove until 
you couldn’t drive any more. Now they have laws that you have to stop after ten hours. 
 
JS:  How were some of these places you would drive to, did you ever get into any trouble 
or anything? 
 
LDS:  You mean any wrecks? Yes, I had one wreck one time. I ran into the back of 
another truck. Tore my truck up, went to sleep driving. There is some pretty country out 
there, I drove all of the southern states, most of the western states, then up to Maine, it’s 
pretty up there, New Hampshire, but I have never been in the far west or the Northwest, 
driving. I’ve been up there but not driving. 
 
JS:  How long were you a driver? 
 
LDS:  Oh, about thirty-five years. 
 
JS:  You retired not long ago, didn’t you, what – five years? 
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LDS:  Three years ago, I retired three years ago. 
 
JS:  Did you have lots of flats whenever you would go way off? 
 
LDS:  Oh, yes, had lots of flats. 
 
JS:  Did you have engine trouble, stuff like that? 
 
LDS:  Not too much engine trouble. The Chevrolet trucks, you could mostly work on 
them yourself, they were gasoline engines. A diesel truck doesn’t break down too much, 
if it did it was something major and it would have to be put in the shop. 
 
JS:  They worked on them down there, in the shop didn’t they? 
 
LDS:  Oh yes, little odd jobs on them but for something major it had to be put in the 
shop. 
 
JS:  Diesel shop? 
 
LDS:  Diesel shop. 
 
JS:  What were some of your big – what did you haul around? 
 
LDS:  What did I haul? I hauled everything they made, lumber, particle board, 
fiberboard, plywood, poles and posts, even hauled rolls of paper and sheetrock, big rolls 
of paper that they covered sheetrock with. We’d pick that paper up in cans. 
 
JS:  Bring it down here? 
 
LDS:  Took it to West Memphis, Arkansas where they made, where Temple had a 
sheetrock plant and pick up sheetrock and bring it back to Texas. 
 
JS:  After you got out of school, how long was it after you got out of the Army that you 
got a car or something to drive, or something like that? Right after you got out of the 
Army? Or did you have to make some money first? 
 
LDS:  Had to make some money first, you could buy the car just like they do now, you 
know, so much down and so much a month. I guess it was probably six months, I bought 
a second hand Ford, ’41 Ford. When I worked, I walked to work, walked back to dinner 
and walked back to work at one, walked back. 
 
JS:  It wasn’t very far from your house to where you worked, was it? 
 
LDS:  Oh, it was when I got out of the Army, you see, I was married, got married while I 
was in the Army and I lived about where the Baptist Church is now. 
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JS:  Had to walk all the way? 
 
LDS:  I would walk all the way to the mill every morning, at dinner I would walk back 
and eat dinner, get through eating I’d walk back and when I got off that evening, I’d walk 
back home. 
 
JS:  How far did you used to live when you were little kids or something like that where 
the city hall is? 
 
LDS:  That was the house I was born in but it was moved from over by the old Library 
building. I don’t remember when they moved it but I was born in that house. 
 
JS:  How did they move it? 
 
LDS:  The Company moved it, probably in sections, I imagine, and put it back together, 
they moved all that row of houses to across the highway. 
 
JS:  So you could be close to your work, stuff like that? 
 
LDS:  You mean is that why they moved the houses? No, they moved the houses where 
they would have more room for the plant. You see, those houses were right up against the 
mill back then. They made a parking lot out of where the houses were. The main gate, 
what the main gate used to be, I guess it is still there. It’s right on that row of houses that 
were there. 
 
JS:  Whenever you’d go out of town somewhere, go shopping, like Houston or 
anywhere, how did you go? 
 
LDS:  Yes, when I was a kid Daddy and Mama would go to Lufkin, we’d maybe go to a 
picture show, silent picture shows, wasn’t talking shows, it was silent. But if they went 
anyway off, maybe Houston they would ride the train. 
 
JS:  How would you ride the train, buy tickets or just get up on it? 
 
LDS:  My Daddy was a railroad man, he worked for the TSE [Texas South Eastern] and 
we could ride the train, even the Southern Pacific train free, they would give us a free 
pass. 
 
JS:  Go wherever you wanted to? 
 
LDS:  Yes, but it probably didn’t go no farther than Houston. You could get on the train 
there at the depot and go to Houston, get on the train in Houston and come back to 
Diboll. 
 
JS:  I imagine you would come back in the night? 
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LDS:  Yes, Mama had some people down there she would go visit but I rode the TSE 
train to Lufkin all the time. In the summer when school was out I’d go up and ride the 
train to Lufkin every day, even ride in the engine, they’d let me blow the whistle. 
 
JS:  At all the crossings? 
 
LDS:  Go where? 
 
JS:  Just at the crossings? 
 
LDS:  No, they just let me blow it whenever I wanted to. 
 
JS:  Whenever you would get to Lufkin how would you get around then, walk? 
 
LDS:  Yes, you would park the car and go wherever you wanted to. It was all right there 
together then.  It wasn’t spread out like it is now. 
 
JS:  Whenever you’d get around here where everybody stayed around, was it real close 
then, did you have to walk very far? 
 
LDS:  Most everything was close together. If you weren’t going out of town or 
something you walked everywhere. You didn’t jump in the car and ride in the car. If you 
were going to visit a friend you didn’t just jump in the car and go – you walked. 
 
JS:  What if your parents were going to the store or something you could get them to 
drop you off? 
 
LDS:  Still walk. 
 
JS:  They walked, too? 
 
LDS:  After you got a little older, you see, we didn’t have a picture show in Diboll. After 
I got a little older two or three of our boys would go out on the highway and hitchhike to 
Lufkin, to the show and hitchhike back. 
 
JS:  Whenever you wanted to go around town, did you have bicycles or anything like 
that? 
 
LDS:  No, I never did own a bicycle; I had a tricycle when I was a little fellow. Daddy 
didn’t have enough money to buy a bicycle. 
 
JS:  Yes, I imagine if he had to buy you one he would have to buy everyone one. 
 
LDS:  At that time, my two sisters were older than me, and at that time I had a tricycle. 
 
JS:  They had a tricycle? 
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LDS:  No, they didn’t have anything. Your Granddaddy wasn’t born yet, you know, so 
really he didn’t have the money to buy me a bicycle and, naturally, he didn’t have the 
money to buy my two sisters a bicycle either. They were a little bit old for a tricycle 
when I got mine. But now, your Granddaddy he got a bicycle and sometimes he would let 
me ride it. 
 
JS:  If he wanted to go with you somewhere he’d let you pump him somewhere? 
 
LDS:  Yes, we used to do that. 
 
JS:  You didn’t have skateboards or anything like that? 
 
LDS:  No, never heard of them. 
 
JS:  You didn’t make them or anything? 
 
LDS:  Well, we had what we called the “Scooter”, you could put one foot on it and take 
your other foot and push, it was a two-wheel deal, one wheel in the front and one wheel 
in the back, a flat board that you put one foot on and used your other foot to push it. 
 
JS:  Did it have a handle or anything on it? 
 
LDS:  Yes, it had a handle up there that you held on to. 
 
JS:  I doubt that you could go very far on them though. 
 
LDS:  No, you’d get too tired pushing it. They had skates but I never did own a pair. 
 
JS:  I doubt that would do very good on the road. 
 
LDS:  About the only place you could skate would be when a skating rink would come to 
town and set up a tent or something because the roads and everything was dirt and you 
couldn’t skate on dirt. 
 
JS:  Unless you could skate in the house around the rooms or something. 
 
LDS:  The houses were too little to skate in. I made my scooter, you could buy them 
already made but – you could take a board, a little lumber, a little flat board. You could 
always find some kind of rollers around the mill to put on the bottom of it. But the ones 
you bought had fairly big wheels, round wheels on it. They were made out of metal. 
 
JS:  When they have, like before they came out with cars or anything, after you had 
horses and stuff, did they have motorcycles, mopeds or something like that, or did they 
come out with them later? 
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LDS:  They had motorcycles when I was a boy, about the only kind I knew of was what 
they called “Harley-Davidson”, but they didn’t have mopeds nor anything like that. 
 
JS:  You didn’t get to ride any of them unless your friends had them? 
 
LDS:  Yes, I got to ride one one time when I was a boy and it scared me to death. A man 
who worked in the commissary named Jim Fuller had one and he rode me on his one day, 
right straight up the middle of the railroad track. 
 
JS:  What happened was there a train coming? 
 
LDS:  I don’t mean between the two rail tracks, there are two sets of tracks that come 
through Diboll and between those two tracks there was a place you could walk, we would 
walk between them, you could ride a motorcycle between them. 
 
JS:  They didn’t have three and four wheelers back then, did they? 
 
LDS: No, no four wheelers or three wheelers. 
 
JS:  Whenever you would go hunting what would you do, take a truck or something out 
there? 
 
LDS:  You would walk. 
 
JS: How far was it to walk, what would you do, get up about four o’clock with a 
flashlight just so you could get there before daylight? 
 
LDS:  Yes, you could do that or go down and stay all night in the woods. When I was a 
boy the most hunting I did I would walk out the TSE railroad track, that would be going, 
kind of like going out toward Pine Valley. The tracks led off behind the mill west, it 
wheeled over there and curved and came back into Lufkin. As boys, we would just walk 
out that railroad track, walk in the woods and hunt. You could hunt anywhere then, there 
wasn’t any such thing as a pasture. 
 
JS:  Nothing that was “Posted”? 
 
LDS:  No, nothing was posted, you just hunted anywhere you wanted to. But for all that, 
your fishing and hunting you walked, you didn’t ride, you walked.  
 
JS:  What about whenever you would go to somebody’s birthday party to Lufkin that you 
knew? Like a wedding or somebody dying – take the car? 
 
LDS: Yes, you would go in the car then. 
 
JS:  Unless they were real close you would get a ride with somebody else? 
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LDS:  Yes, you did a lot of that, you rode with other people who had cars, a lot of people 
didn’t have cars. I don’t know, I can’t remember the first car my Daddy ever owned, 
probably was a T-model but I don’t remember it. The first car I remember him having 
was a ’29 Essex, I was eight years old in 1929. There were still a lot of T-models around 
then, old Chevrolets. They had one car they called Hupmobile. They had an Oldsmobile 
and a Packard, oh shoot; there were a lot of cars. 
 
JS:  What about trucks? 
 
LDS:  Trucks? Yes, they had trucks. 
 
JS:  Not real popular? 
 
LDS:  No, there were a lot of T-model trucks that is to haul stuff in; it wouldn’t be like a 
pick-up. Pick-ups never were popular until way later in years. The only reason they had a 
pick-up was because you needed it to work with, not just to ride around in. 
 
JS:  How else did you get around, like to visit your Aunts or somebody? After 
Marguerite went to New York, how did you manage to see her? 
 
LDS:  Never did go up there. She would come back here. 
 
JS:  How would she come back here, train or what? 
 
LDS:  They would drive a lot of times, later years she would fly home. 
 
JS:  Did you ever need to fly on the airplane? 
 
LDS:  In the service? Yes, that was what I was in.  I was in the Air Force. 
 
JS:  Did you ever get to fly before you went into service or was that your fist time? 
 
LDS:  No, I flew before, you could go to Lufkin. There was a guy up there that would 
take you riding for a price, open cockpit, open airplane. 
 
JS:  Did it go very high? 
 
LDS:  No, and it didn’t go very fast either. 
 
JS:  Just over the trees? 
 
LDS:  When I was in the Air Force – Do you think that’s about all? 
 
JS:  Yes. 
 
END OF INTERVIEW 
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