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Summary Information 
 
Title: City of Burke Collection 
Collection Number: 2021:016 
Creator: City of Burke 
Collection Dates: 1977-2020 
Extent: 1.5 ft³ 
Language: English 
 
Collection Abstract:  
The city of Burke began in 1882 as a stop on the Houston East and West Texas Railroad halfway between 
Houston and Shreveport.  The population fluctuated through the middle of the 20th century and fell 
following the two world wars, but by the 1960’s the community and grown enough to become an 
incorporated city in 1966. The City of Burke Collection covers the years 1977-2020.  Materials range 
from City Council minutes to correspondence, to election documents and audits to legal documents 
describing agreements with utility companies.  The bulk of the collections concerns city business with 
Texas Power and Light Company.   
 
 
Repository: 
 
The History Center 
102 N. Temple 
Diboll, TX 75941 
936-829-3543 
www.thehistorycenteronline.com 
 
Author/Processing Information: This collection was processed in July 2021. 
 
Biographical/Historical Note:  
The city of Burke began in 1882 as a stop on the Houston East and West Texas Railroad halfway between 
Houston and Shreveport.  Located on the edge of Bradley Prairie, Burke was originally named Rhodes 
after members of the Rhodes family that ran the Post Office and the General Store.  The name changed 
to Burke in honor of one of the engineers that surveyed the railroad through the area.  The 1880’s saw 
the founding of the Post Office and school as well as the Methodist church.  A trading hub for local 
farmers, the community supported several cotton gins, blacksmiths, and general stores.  The population 
fluctuated through the middle of the 20th century and fell following the two world wars, but by the 
1960’s the community and grown enough to become an incorporated city in 1966. 
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Collection Scope and Content:  
The City of Burke Collection covers the years 1977-2020.  Materials range from City Council minutes to 
correspondence, to election documents and audits to legal documents describing agreements with 
utility companies.  The bulk of the collections concerns city business with Texas Power and Light 
Company.   
 
Arrangement: This collection is arranged by series and described at the folder level. 
 
Subject Terms 
 Locations 

• Burke (Tex.) 
• Angelina County (Tex.) 

 
Access and Use 
 
 Access Restrictions: None 

Acquisition Information: This collection was donated to The History Center by Council/Secretary 
Charlotte Carter and transferred by Patsy Colbert.  

 Citation: City of Burke Collection, 2021:016 The History Center, Diboll, TX 
Copyright: Permission for publication is given on behalf of The History Center as the owner of 
the physical item and is not intended to include or imply permission of the copyright holder, 
which must also be obtained by the researcher. 

 
Collection Inventory 
 
Box 1 
Folder 1 Minutes of City Council Meetings 2004 
Folder 2 Minutes of City Council Meetings 2006 
Folder 3 Minutes of City Council Meetings 2007 
Folder 4 Minutes of City Council Meetings 2008 
Folder 5 Minutes of City Council Meetings 2011 
Folder 6 Minutes of City Council Meetings 2013 
Folder 7 Minutes of City Council Meetings 2014 
Folder 8 Correspondence, 2009-2012 
Folder 9 Audit Report 2018 
Folder 10 Audit Report 2019 
Folder 11 Audit Report 2020 
Folder 12 General Election  
Folder 13 Order for General Election 2013 
Folder 14 Registered Voters 2007 
Folder 15 Burke Water Supply Corporation Share Certificate of Willie Smith 
Folder 16 Water Quality Management Plan for the Neches Basin  
 
Box 2  Public Utility Commission of Texas 
Folder 1 Texas Power & Light Prepared Testimony and Exhibits – December 1977 
Folder 2 Texas Power & Light Prepared Testimony and Exhibits – December 1977 
Folder 3 Rate Filing Package – December 1977 
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Folder 4 Rate Filing Package – December 1977 
Folder 5 TU Electric Stipulation & Joint Application – December 1977 
Folder 6 Texas Power & Light Proposed Tariffs & Service Regulations – December 1977 
Folder 7 Texas Power & Light Prepared Testimony and Exhibits – January 1980 (1 of 2) 
Folder 8 Texas Power & Light Prepared Testimony and Exhibits – January 1980 (2 of 2) 
Folder 9 Rate Filing Package – January 1980 
Folder 10 Texas Power & Light Proposed Tariffs & Service Regulations – January 1980 
Folder 11 Texas Power & Light Proposed Tariffs & Service Regulations – no date 


