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The Foundry Roundup 
Publ ished Monthly for 

Employees and Their Famil ies 
of 

LU FKI N FOUNDRY & MACHINE CO. 
VIRG INIA R. ALLE N, Editor 

Affi lia ted with 
Southwestern Associat:on of Industrial Edi tors 

Interna t ional Cou nci l of Industri al Ed itors 

Commenid . .. 
FROM THE PRESIDENT 

I N ACCORDANCE with the notice 
posted on the bull etin boards re

cent ly. our vacation program for next 
year will be as follows. 

E m p loyees wh o h ave been 
here continuous ly a t leas t one 
yea r b ut less tha n five years will 
be ent itle d to one week 's paid 
vacatio n. 

E m ployees with five o r m o r e 
years' continu o u s employnlent 
will be e ntitled to two week s' 
vacati o n with pay. 

Veterans who left the employ of thi s 
compan y and went directl y into the 
~crvi ce and came back to their jobs 
immediately after discharge will be 
considered as having been continuous· 
Iy employed when fi gurin g vacation 
time. 

Period of emp loyment will be fi g. 
ured as of June 1, ]949. Actua l vaca· 
tion dates will be announced in the 
sprin g. 

ONE of our emp loyees recentl y 
remarked that some companies in 

Texas des ignated three or four holi· 
days durin g the year, inc luding Christ· 
mas and New Year, in which em· 
ployees are paid regular wages a l· 
though no work is done on these days. 
This is true, but we a re not fami liar 
with any of them that a lso pay a 
Christmas bonus as well. 
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For a g reat many years, this com· 
pany has paid a Christmas bonus, the 
amount of which has varied with gen · 
eral business conditions. For the last 
seven or eight years, however, thi s 
bonus has amounted to the equivalent 
of approximately a dozen paid holi· 
days during the year. Furthermore, 
this bonus is paid at a time when it 
is really needed ·the most. 

SOMETIME ago we told you that 
we were investi gating pension 

plans. This job has proven to be a 
much large r one than we ever anti ci
pated and a lot more expensive. '~ ' e 
have not given up such a program and 
are still giving this matter attention. 
In the meantime, no emp loyee has 
been laid off because he has become 
too old to do a good day's work. We 
have quite a g roup of employees at 
this time who are over · 65 years of 
age, and several who are in the nei gh
borhood of 75 and sti ll on the regular 
payro ll. These men are possib ly bet
ter off under the present conditions .. 
since they are drawing several times 
more a month than the average pen· 
sion plan would pay. 

W
E HAVE requests from anum· 
ber of employees for the com

pany to hui ld sheds on our parkin g 
lots so as to give better protection for 
employees' cars. Several have offered 
to pay monthly storage. 

We have had a contractor make an 
estimate on building sheds that would 
hold three hundred cars, which likely 
would not be enough to take care of 
everyone desiring such space. The 
estimated cost is approximately $45,· 
000. These sheds, if bui lt, shou ld be 
permanent and made out of stee l with 
sheet iron covering, and this kind of 
material is almost imposs ibl e to ob· 
tain at this time. 

The biggest prob lem this Compan y 
has is obtainin g enough steel to keep 
the p lant going. Stee l is becom in L~ 
more criti cal every month. and we a re 
not certain at this time that the pl ant 
will be abl e to run next year at an y· 
thing like the rate we a re worki n{'; 
today. Any stee l put into car s h ed ~ 
probabl y will mean just tha t much 
less steel to go into trail ers and pump· 
ing units. I think we wi II all agree 
that it i more important to keep 
everybod y working as steadi Iy as pos· 
sib le than to try to work out a litt le 
coverin g for the automobi les . 

W E ARE continuall y investi gatin !! 
pay and workin g conditions of 

plants similar to oUl;S in the South· 
west and are trying to stay a littl e 
ahead of the parade. 

Wage rates in Gulf Coast CIties 
should be higher than companies 10' 
cated in inland towns like Lufkin can 
afford to pay but this is not always 
true. Wate r competition fo rces the 
railroads to give these coastal cities 
favorabl e freight rates not enjoyed by 
the in land towns. Some of you will 
remember the typical example we 
cited some time ago. An 80,000-pound 
car of Chicago steel costs $240 more 
in frei ght charges de livered in Lufkin 
than the same car costs delivered in 
Houston , Beaumont. Port Arthur, or 
Orange, even though the car passes 
through Lufkin en route to these vari
ous cities . 

Doubtless you have obse rved that 
we unload several cars of various 
kinds of raw material s in our plant 
every day, and the premium we have 
to pay over the port cities runs into 
a considerable amount of money. 

In talking to the manage r of one 
of the plants in a Gulf Coast city re
cently, we found that they were appar· 
entl y paying somewhat higher rates 
than we were here in Lufkin . This 
manager proud ly displayed their wage 
rate schedule which showed they were 
paying " molders" and " machinists" 
several cents more an hour than we 
we re here in Lufkin. I noticed, how
ever, that their rate for machine op· 
erators was lower than our rates. 
Upon more careful obse rvation. we 
found they had listed onl y five or six 
machinists and molders in their entire 
plant. Almost all their emplo yees were 
I isted as machine operators, appren· 
tices, common laborers, and so forth. 
Our average rate for a ll employees 
was definitely higher th an theirs. In 
addition. their plant operates onl y 
forty hours a week and their take· 
home pay is considerabl y less than 
the average of our employees ri ght 
here in Lufkin. 

I think we had a pretty good ex· 
ample of thi s some eighteen months 
ago when some folks from another 
city suddenly go t very much ly inter· 
ested in the we lfare of our emp loyees 
and attempted to show what a fine job 
their organization had done for thc 
emplo yees of one of our competitors. 
In this particular case, their fa cts 
we re a ll wron i!. and we proved it. 

We do not claim to have th e highest 
wage rates in th e country, but we do 
beli eve that our rates are much higher 
th an th e average. Furthermore. we do 
not wait twelve months fo r the expira· 
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tion of a contract before a rate is 
changed. I do not need to tell yo u that 
increases in our rates have been made 
every few months sin ce the end of the 
war. 

The management of this Company 
appreciates the fin e job which the 
employees have been doing and it will 
continue to do its best in the matter of 
wage rates and workin g conditions to 
warrant yo ur continued confidence. 

-WALTER W. TROUT 

REATlnG THE 
o 
E 
A 
o 
L 
I 
n 
E 

SOONER or late r, a man, if he is 
wise, discovers that life is a mix· 

ture of good days and bad, victory 
and defeat, give and take. 

He learns that it doesn't pay to be 
a sensitive soul - that he should let 
some things go over his head like 
water off a duck 's back. 

He learns that he who loses hi s 
temper, usuall y loses. 

He learns that a ll men have burnt 
toast for breakfast now and then , and 
that he shouldn ' t take another's grouch 
too seriously. 

He learns that carrying a chip on 
his shoulder is the easiest way to get 
into a fi ght. He learns that the quick· 
est way to become unpopular is to 
carry tales and gossip about others. 
He learns tha t even the janitor is hu· 
man , and that it doesn' t do any harm 
to smile and say, "Good Mornin g," 
even if it is raining. 

He learns that most of the other 
fell ows are as ambitious as he is, that 
they have brains that are as good or 
better, and that hard work and not 
cleverness is the secret of abiding suc· 
cess. 

He learns that it doesn' t matte r 
much who gets the credit so long as 
the deed is done right. He comes to 
r ealize that the world wou ld run along 
p erfectly well without him. 

He learns to sympathize with the 
young people. because he remembers 
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how bewildered he was when he 
started out " on his own." He learns 
not to worry when he loses because 
experience has shown that if he gives 
his best, hi s average wi ll break pretty 
well. 

He learns that no man ever got to 
first base a lone, and that it is onl y 
through cooperative effort that we 
move on to better things. 

He learns that bosses are not mono 
sters trying to get the last ounce of 
work out of him for the least amount 
of pay, but that they are usuall y fin e 
men who have succeeded through hard 
work, and who want to do the ri ght 
thing. 

He lea rns that folks are not any 
harder to get along with in one place 
than another, and that "getting alon g" 
depends about 98 per cent on his own 
behavior. 

-WILFORD PETERSON 

SUGGESTion 

WinnERS 
By MARSHALL J . DAILEY 

T HERE has been some con fusion as 
to where employees should put 

their suggestion notes . Some ideas 
have been dropped into the ROUNDUP 
News Boxes instead of the Suggestion 
Banks. Your suggestions which are 
dropped in the RO UNDUP News Boxes 
eventuall y get to the Suggestion Com· 
mittee but they are usually a month 
late gettin g action . Pl ease noti ce which 
box you drop your suggestion into 
and make sure it is a Suggestion Bank 
and not the ROUNDUP News Boxes. 

Oc tober W inne rs 
H. D. Thompson- $20- Jig for fab · 

ri cating Model o. 125. Model M· 
60-2 winch housin gs. 

B. F. Sl'ivey - $15 - Rework side 
post dies so that van can be com
pl eted in one operation. 

Lester J. MOlL- $lO- Carriage for 
carrying light weight body sides 
from Pattern Shop to assembly line. 

George Freeman- $lO- Air cy lin
der be mounted on hack saw vice 
to hold material in place when it i ~ 
being cut. 

Norman L. Green- $5- Chan ge ill 
brake vacuum tank set up on trail
ers to eliminate one-half inch nip
ple and one-half inch pipe sleeve. 

O. B. Barrington- $5- Spot weld 
reinforcin g bars on belt covers to 
side sheets, eliminating warp ing and 
saving time. 

O. B. Barrington- $5- Put a pin 
through ring clamps on couplin g 
pol es on Pipe and Pol e Trail ers 
to eliminate slipping when tru ck 
brakes are app li ed. 

L. L. Bullock- $5- Protection cover 
built around lapping machine to 
keep shavin gs out of gears. 

M. D. Rogers-$2- Die be made for 
making No. A-2661 tie down strap 
for tarp bows on No. 16 ige ra 
Press. 

Lester A. Brown- $2- Use space rs 
to separate gear cutters in rack after 
they have been ground to prevent 
chipping. 

Tom Harvill- $2- Buff the backin g 
for the " L" on the front of a ll Luf
kin Trailers before they are put 011 

with wire buffers to eliminate paint
in g and to make them bright. 

H. C. Broderick - $2 - Portabl e 
chain hoist for jig storage room to 
handle heavy ji gs. 

Bob Butler- $2- Change holes on 
sheaves B5694 from machined hol es 
to co red hol es which will eliminate 
machine time. 

Dee Teer- $2- Change hol e centers 
on A-4736 ladder strap from 2 
inches to 2% inches to elimin a te 
burnin g. 

A. A. Lee- $I- Use soft hammer 
when truing and placing a jig. 

Boisey Anderson- $ l - Pipe water 
to Tool Room for wet grinding ma
chine. 

Dee Russell- $ l - Put set co llars in 
pl ~ce on rocker shafts before paint
ing them to eliminate having to 
scrape paint off the shaft so that 
collar can be put in place. 

'* La wyer: " Just what grou nds have 
vou for a divorce, my man ?" 
. Mr. Jones: "Extravagance_ just 
plain extravagance." 

La w yer: " How so ?" 
"She keeps buying ice even though 

I bought her a refr i ~erato r six months 
ago!" 
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Engineer W,riles Winning Leller 
A FTER serving as a pilot for Unc le 

t1- Sam for four and one-half years, 
W. K. Modrall, employee in the New 
Foundry. entered The University of 
Texas to study engineering. Whn he 
fini shed and was graduated with a 
Mechanica l Engineering deg ree, he 
came to work for the Texas Foundries. 
Inc. Last October, he became em
ployed with Lufkin Foundry. 

Jot long ago in a copy of " Fore
man's Letter," a 4-page printed sheet 
published in New York and dedi cated 
to reporting and interpreting develop
ments and ideas affecting supervision. 
there was a problem stated con cern
in g a difficult situation in a plant. The 
paper asked for solutions to th e prob
lem, stating that the win ning letter 
wo uld receive a Ten Dollar prize. The 
fo II owing is the story as presented by 
the Bulletin: 

A foreman in the upholstery 
department of a furniture com
pany made severa l improvements 
in the routing of materials and 
the set-ups on the machines. He 
was sure that the changes would 
enable each man to increase his 
output at least 15 per cent. But 
there was a "skeptic" ill the 
group who insisted that it was 
impossible to get out that much 
work . " It can't be done; it's just 
a speed-up . W hat do you think 

KENNETH MODRALL t alks with t he constructio n 
fo reman, Raymond Beavers, on the job of 
re a dying the sand convey o rs (partially seen 
above them ) in the new small castings 

build ing. 

we are, supermen?" And more ill 
that vein. 

Tempers flared and the discus
sion between this fellow and the 
foreman became quite heated. 
The forenLan finall y told him that 
he would have to " play ball or 
else." When the changes had been 
made, everyone's production went 
up anywhere from 4 to 11 per 
cent, except this fellow's. He con
tinued at his old pace. 

The foreman explained the en
tire situation to his plant super
intendent. " I have told this bird 
that I'll fire him unless he meets 
the quotas, and I' ve put myself 
on the spot befor e my men. True, 
no one is meeting the quotas I 
originally set up: I grant they 
were a bit too high. Nevertheless, 
I feel it's a good idea to give 
them a goal to shoot for, and be
sides, it's my job to set produc
tion goals, not theirs. [ know it's 
not easy to get a skilled mechanic 
these days . But unless I fire him 
I'm going to run the danger of 
losing the respect of my men. 
He's a stubborn guy and it isn't 
easy to get his cooperation. Do 
[ go ahead and fir e him if he 
keeps on fighting me?" 

What would you say if you 
were th e plant superintendent? 
Let him fire the fellow? Or ask 
him to get his cooperation ? And 
if so, in what way? 

Modrall dec ided that $10 wou ld 
come in hand y, so he sa t down and 
wrote the foll owin g letter and he wo n 
the Ten Dollars. 

" [ would ask the foreman to 
try to get the worker's coo pera
tion: As was pointed out, he is a 
good man, which fact justifies an 
effort to keep him on the pay roll. 
However, the foreman must co
operate with the worker by re
tracting his statement that he will 
"fi re him unless Ill' meets th e 
quota." 

This " backing down" on tIlt' 
part of the foreman is the penalty 
he must pay for losing his tem
per. It would be entirely unfair 
to require one l1wn to increase 
his output by 15 per cent when he 
does not require nor expect any 

MODRALL AND BEAVERS don ' t seem to find any 
d ifficulty in getting the building ready fo r t he 
small cast ings to be made in the New Foundry. 

of th e other workers to do the 
same thing. But the forenwlI 
should certainly expect and re
quire a reasonable increa.se ill 
production by the worker. 

After this talk, th e forenwlI 
should kee p th e worker under ob
servation to see if he is mctking. 
a genuine alld sincere effort to 
increase his output . If he is rea LLy 
tryi ng but without success, th ell 
the new improvement or setup all 
this machine should be investi
gated. But, on the other hand, i/ 
the worker is making little or no 
effort at all to step up his out put, 
he should be fired at once for 
while he is uncoo perative in this. 
so u,ill he be in other thin gs. 

This way, it is left up to the 
worker. Th e foreman has met him 
more than half way, and if th l' 
worker won't go the rest of the 
way, he is a lia,bility to the com
pany and is undesirable." 

If yo u a re wondering what Ken
neth did wit h the $10, put yo ur mind 
at ease. He gave it to his wife! 

Kellnet h's main probl em. since he 

Lufkin Foundry ROUNDUP 
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LAVON AND KENNETH have s tarted a collectian 
o f classical music albums. When Mrs. Holladay, 
Lavon 's mother, comes to visit, she is given a 
concer t of their lat est addition to the collection. 

began work here, has been dust con
trol in the New Foundry. A lot of 
comp laints have been received from 
emp loyees as well as citizens living 
nea r the Foundry abo ut the dust 
caused from the "hakeout and sand 
conveyors. 

" We've o rdered the prope r equip
ment which is supposed to arrive 
a round th e first of the year . If it does. 
we' ll have it i!lsta l led by dry wea ther 
ti me next yea r. Then · we hope tha t 
wi ll end the troub le and so lve a ll the 
dust problems_" Ken said. 

Modrall is a mode l airp lane enthu s
iast. having bui lt numerous planes 
of a ll types and classi fi cati ons. His 

la test comp leted p lane is a P-S t, the 
on ly model he has retained for him
se lf. For hi s own Aying time, he has 
cha lked up about a thousand hours. 
which is quite a lot considerin g the 
fa ct that they were obtained in fi ghte r 
p lanes . But he is about to de lve into 
a nother constru ction hobby. He wants 
to build model ships of the 18 th Cen
tury vari ety. 

" I' ve been bui lding airp lanes for a 
mighty long time; m y first one was 
compl eted when 1 was 8 years old. 
Now 1 think I'd like to take a try at 
o ld sai l ships." he exp lained. 

Kenneth and hi s wife, an Austin 
gir l named Lavon Holladay, a re adult 
counselors of the Presbyteri an Youth 
fell owship , and th is is work that they 
both enjoy and appreciate. They are 
beginning a co l l ec ti o n of classical 
record a lbu ms, and proud ly di spl ay 
such r eco rdin gs as Tschaikowsky's 
Symphony No.6, Crieg's Concerto in 
A Mino r, Bizet's Carmen Suite, and 
Isaac Stern 's a lbum of music from 
I he movie Humoresque. 

Once a week on Thursday nights 
Modra ll teac hes one of the shop 
classes. At the present, they are study
in g blueprint readin g. Kenneth is a 
tall , well -bui lt fe llow with a quick 
smile and p leasant words, and he is 
interested in his work . 

The Modra ll 's l ive at 1024 Sayers. 
He is a member of the Ameri can So
ciety of Mechanical Engineers. 

Examiner: " Who was your mo ther 
hefore she was married? " 

App licant: " I didn ' t have any 
mother before she was married ?" 

SAFETY LAST 
DUmOO 

I F YOU want to kno w what ca re l es~
ness could mean to you just do 

this: 
Have someone rea ll y ti e you r arms 

behind yo ur back in such a way that 
any mo vement of the hands is impossi
ble. 

Then start tryin g to do a ll the thi ll gs 
whi ch yo u norma ll y do with yo ur 
hands. Try eating- try dres ing your
self- try pickin g somethin g up. Try 
to write- try to hold a book or pa per 
to read- try anyone of the hundred 
other things in your everyday work or 
living. 

Just be wi thout those hands for an 
hour and yo u' ll kn ow ho w- a lmost in 
a Aash - everythin g has changed in 
life. 

It's true that yo u' re not p lunged 
into the darkness of lost s ight- but 
you are sentenced to the fri ghtfu l ness 
of lost touch and feeling and doi ng 
all the things we take for granted and 
seldom think about. 

That's putting it pretty strongly on 
purpose. Whether it is an a rm or hand 
or leg- th inkin g about it seriously is 
the only way we can rea ll y appreciate 
what an accident can mea n to us
without goin g through the pain and 
suffer ing of the accident itself. 

The sin g le second of carelessness 
which causes an accident may we ll be 
the most costly second in our li ves. 

Sweater girl s a re obse rved In the 
best p laces. 

EVENINGS AT THE MODRALL HOME may be quite varied, for they have many interests. Sometimes, Kenneth looks over his collection of for 
eign-make guns, as you see him doing in the picture at the left. Or he may explain to his charming wife the intricate details in the produc
tion of a model airplane. In the center picture, he brushes a speck of d list from a P- S 1 fighter plane which he made. Some evenings may be 
spent with the two Modrall ' s r eminiscing through their picture albums. Just as the photographer snapped this scene, Lavon laughingly said, 

" Let 's look a t a picture of me when I was skinny. " 

October, 1948 s 
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GlNE LOOKS ON with' a knowing grin of disbelief as Jim 
spins a long one. 

FOR FISH OR BARBECUE pleasing to any gourmet, just sam-
ple some of the art of Buster Belote. Ummm, it even smells 

good now! ' 

WHEN the Maintenance Department and the Engine. 

Department gathered together lor af!, old-Iashione 

man party a couple 01 ~eeks ago, it was all lor 1m 

lunlor all. Food was as you like it, a La Buster Belote. BarbE 

goat and alL the Iresh bass a lellow could hold, Iried to p 

tion. There was lorty-two lor those who .were adept at dom 

and lor the card sharks, there WClS poker. For those who • 
• 

lor neither, there was oth,er entertainment. Mostly the Ie, 
just got together and talked, which is good lor the heart 0 

ntan. 

Everybody had a good time and nobody went home hI 

The boys think it was mighty nice 01 Gene Chastain am 

Odom to throw the party lor them. 

A GAME OF Black Jack is exciting in anyone's language. 
For proof, note the expression on Wick Lewis' face. 

AS TO INTEREST HERE, it is obvious. Check with Bryan York, 
J. C. Boyd, Buster Durham, Fred Day, or Raymond Beavers 

for the outcome. 
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and 

'!ted 

lJint 

IF ANGUS IS BELIEVING any of what Jim is expounding 
about, he's not as smart as we think he is. And as to what 
happened to that fruit jar contents held by Boyd, ask 

Gene. 

THE BOYS ENJOYED the chance to be together and swap 
yarns. Fruit jars seemed to be all the rage. 

IT'S NOT QUITE CERTAIN ·what these fellows are discus
sing. It might be the " Bold Look" for men that is the 

fash ion of the season. 

RALPH MITCHELL REFUSED to have his picture made. Some
body might mistake the coke in the glass for something 
else. But his friends decided differently. Results: what you 

see here! 

HEAVY STEVENS has just asked Angus how he got to . 
Chastain 's lake home, and Angus obliged by drawing him 

a map-in the air. 

THERE WERE A LOT of onlookers at this spot--even a few 
suckers, as it was later reported • . But what they lost here, 

they gained in food later. 
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:£ltle Old man' HAS COLORFlJL PAST 

H E'S a kindl y, pleasant, happ y lit
tle man who goes about hi s work 

effi cientl y, quietly, and with the zeal 
of a first day on a new job_ He will 
greet you with an infectious grin and 
pass a few fri end ly moments with 
some news item or one of hi s famous 
tall tal es like his chicken with no 
feathers story_ He dec la res that he 
ra ised a chicken that was as sli ck a~ 
a button without even so much as a 
spri g of fuzz on it, much less a fea ther. 
But we do not intend to argue the 
veracity of hi s verbal disertations_ 

His past is co lorful, adventuresome_ 
a nd without monotony_As he puts it. 
hi s vocation in hi s yo un ger da ys wa~ 
th a t of a " professiona l tramp! " 

This litt le man is Angus Lewis who 
is in charge of the Compressor Room 
an d who is well ni gh past the half 
century mark but co u ld easi ly be mi s
taken for a much yo un ger worker. 

He's the sort of fe!low yo u like to 
spend some time with _ talkin g a bout 
th i~ or that. but knowin Q yo u will 
come away with some of hi s - thou ght
fu l phi loso ph y of holl' a man ought 
to live in thi s wo rld_ 

He left hi s home in florida at the 
tender a ge of 14 to take up hi s " pro
fession _" He traveled through Georgia_ 
Alabama_ Mi ssissippi_ Lo uisiana_ Ar
ka nsas, and Texas _ 

"Some of those p laces I just prac
ti ced my profession , and in others I 
wo rked a t various and sundry jobs:
he remarked with a twinkle_ 

In Loui siana and Arkansas_ he 
worked in shops and ran a log train_ 
He worked for a ~awmill in Missis-

ANGUS COMES TO WORK each morning at 5 
o ' clock to get the compressors going. 

MR. AND MRS. ANGUS LEWIS sit quietly a t their home. Angus has been a Lufkin Foundry 
employee since 1922. 

sippi for awhi le a nd it was there that 
he met hi s wife. After some de libera
tion concerning his " profession" he 
decided to give it up and get marri ed. 
And that he did in 1900. But th e saw
mi 11 was about to shut down so he 
kn ew he wou ld have to mo ve on again. 

He came to a litt le p lace in Texas 
ca Il ed Doucette w he re he go t a job 
running a locomotive p ull ing logs. 
One da y he saw an ad in the paper 
stating that the Lufkin Foundry need
ed men with sawmi ll experience_ He 
decided he'd try for the job. So he 
packed a sma ll bag with a pair of 
overall s, a hammer, chisel , a nd 8·inch 
monkey wrench, and came to Lufkin. 

When the shop superintendent asked 
him when he co uld start to work. he 
rep lied. " Ri ght now." He changed hi s 
clothe" and at 1 o'clock on the after
noon of lovember 24, 1922, An gus 
Lewis cast his lo t with th e compan y. 

" I r emem ber that soon a fter I came 
here, Mr. Trout got us a ll together 
and made a speech. He said if any of 
us boys wa nted to build our homes 
here, he would help us do it. He was 
a fine fe ll ow and a great man. That 
made me start to thinking and I knew 
I wanted to own a home and take 
some roo ts in this community." 

His first work was assemb lin g saw
mi ll s. Then he was given the job o f 
pressing locomotive whee ls on the 
axles and quarte r ing th em. This work 
was extreme I y important a nd ca ll ed 
for a ski ll ed man. I t was kno wn thai 
Lewis co u ld do it and do it ri ght. 

From then on unti l th e last fe ~\ 

years. he did hand y work a ll over the 
shop , diffe rent c lasses of sawmi ll 
work. maintenance man in the Foun 
dry, repair man in the Machine Shop. 
and whatever e lse needed doin g. 

THIS HANDSOME young man is the brother of 
Janice. Ph il is a favorite with Angus, but then, 

they are all h is favorites . 
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GREAT GANDPA four times is what Angus 
boas ts about . Above is his grand-daughter, 
Janice, w ho is the daughter of Edwards 

Lewis, Tool Room employee. 

"1 guess I ' ve done everything from 
digging ditches on up , except keep 
books. I a lways had too much sense to 
foo l with books," he said teasin gly. 
For the last 3 years, he has been in 
the Compressor Room. 

His work requires bim to come to 
the plant at 5 o'clock each morning. 
r t is a job that relies upon hi s de
pendability to be there every morn
ing, and Angus doesn ' t fail. 

" "UTe have to get up at 4 o'clock, 
and it's mighty hard to crawl out on 
co ld mornin gs. Once I'm up _ I don ' t 

EACH YEAR Angus and his w ife have a nice 
garden. Behind them can be seen turnip 
greens and collards, and to the right a re 

the butterbean v ines. 

October, 1948 

mind it ; fee l bette r anyway, but it's 
making myself get out of bed that's 
tough. 

" Ever yday my wife ge ts up first. 
and then call s me. Makes no differ
ence what time it rea ll y is, she sti cks 
her head inside th e door and says, 
'Ang, get up ; it's twenty minutes ' till 
S! ' Then I get to movin g !" 

The Lewis' have three grown chil
dren- two boys and a girl. Two girl s 
are dead. One son, Edward, works in 
the Tool Room on the ni ght shift. His 
wife is the former Lessie Barrington_ 
sister of Buck Barrington. They have 
three children, a boy and two girl s. 

Another son of Angus, Elvin , is 
married and li ving in Texas City. He 
has two chi ldren, a boy and girl. 

Angus' daughter married Casey 
Hendricks who is a machini st em
ployed at the Hudgins Machine Shop. 
They have 7 children , 6 boys of which 
two are twi ns, and one girl. Two of 
these boys are married and have chil
dren, makin g An gus a great grandpa 
four times. And he's as proud as he 
can be of all his grandbabies . 

Each year the Lewis' have a fine 
garden and a lot of fi gs . An gus spends 
his time planting trees, building 
fences. and doing other odd jobs to 
make hi s home more comfortable and 
more livabl e. 

The old fell ow still has a trace of 
hi s former " profession" in hi s veins. 
He says he wou ld like to travel up 
around the Great Lakes and see )
agara Fall s. 

" But I don' t have any desire to 
cross the pond ; it's too deep for me. 
And I feel the same way about air
planes. I always want to keep one foot 
on the ground at least." 

smilE HUJHllE 
A MAN a nd hi s wife we re sitting 

in their livin g room. The man 
looked out the window and saw a 
woman looking in. 

" Ah," said he, "a peeping Tomess!" 

A man returned home one night at 
a late hour and, findin g diffi culty with 
his equilibrium, made considerabl e 
noise in the hall way. Suddenly, there 
was a sound of crashing glass which 
awakened hi s wife. 

"}ohn." she call ed, "what's the mat
ter ?" 

From downstairs came a low mum
bl e, " I'll teach those goldfi sh to snap 
at me." 

A yo ung suitor whose girl had been 
too com pl etely immersed in her stud y 
of science decided to try to defeat thi s 
obstac le. 

" Mary, I love yo u," he procl aimed. 
"Love, do yo u hear me? Love, the 
most wonderfu l thing in the wo rld !" 

" Henry," she replied co ldl y " what 
is love? } ust a psychic hypermetamor
phosis leading to hypercenesthesia 
and mega lomania resulting in an an
giopathic neruasthenia. " 

" On sec ond thought, Mary," he 
sighed. " the he\] with it! " 

A message came to the wife of an 
apparent adoring husband, tellin g he r 
to come to her parents' home imme
diately for there was grave sickness in 
the family. S he had qnl y an hour to 
pack her bags, get a bite to eat, and 
catch th e train. She rushed around 
hastily, and finall y took time out to 
sit at the dining tabl e and drink a 
cup of co ffee. 

After she had been on the train for 
an hour. she di scovered that her wed
ding ri~g was gone from her fin ger. 
At the next stop, she telephoned home. 
The maid answered the phone. 

" Lizzie, look on the dining room 
table and tell me what yo u find? " 

In a moment she heard the slow 
drawl of her maid sayin g. " Missus. 
I found 8 empty beer bottl es and a 
woman's slipper! " 

" Where have yo u been ?" inquired 
the employer. 

" Havin g my hair cut," repli ed the 
workman. 

"Well , yo u can' t have yo ur hair cut 
on m y time," protested the exasper
ated employer. 

" Why not ? It grew on yo ur tim e." 

Two men whi Ie standing a t a bar 
were remini scin g a bout their wa r ex
periences and fin all y got into an argu
ment concerning one of the ba ttl es. 
One claimed to be a major, the other 
a lieutenant. As the argumen t pro
gressed, a third man stepped in and 
described the action , givin g all de
tails . . 

" What was yo ur rank ?" asked the 
bartender as th e man finished. 

" I was a private," he said , starting 
to leave. " How much do l owe yo u ?" 

" ot a thing, sir, not a thing," said 
the bartender. " You are the first pri
vate ever to enter this bar." 

" One machine can do the work of 
fifty ordinary men. No machine can 
do the work of one extraordinary 
man."- f7lbert Hubbard . 

9 
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Duroc Proclaimed Grand Champ 

Machinist's Sons Cop Prizes 
P ROUD of his boys? That is al

most what yo u might consider a 
fo olish question when you ask it of 
w_ W_ Lee, Machine Shop emplo yee_ 
And he has good reason for being ' 
pl eased with hi s two youngsters_ At 
the ages of 9 and 10, his boys have 
raised champion hogs and heifers_ 

Members of a 4-H Club, John Ed 
ward , 10, and George Ervin , 9, are 
responsibl e [or a 750-pound Duroc 
which took first place and Grand 
Champion at the Swine Show of the 
Texas Forest Festival in 1947, took 
the State first prize in Jul y of thi s 
year, and copped the blue ribbon at 
the Forest Festiva l this month_ Also 
a winner was a gilt, 5% months old 
which took second prize this year, and 
a Jersey heifer that was judged third 
prize winner. John Edward is the 
owner of the Duroc, whi le George 
claims the gi lt and heifer. Both boys 
have worked hard and long to produce 
the prize winnin g stock . 

Their dadd y had this to say about 
it. " It cost money to get the livestock 
where it is today, but I know it's good 
training for the boys. It will give them 
something toward the development of 
sportsmanship, responsibility. and the 
sense of pride that comes with doin g 
a job well." 

Woodrow. a former construction 
man for So~thern Pine Lumber Com
pan y, was employed by Lufkin Foun
dry in September of 1940. He runs a 
G & L boring mi 11. His ski II in car
pentry has paid off abundantly. Since 
he was married he has bui lt two 
homes, the latest is just now being 
completed. It is a six - room frame 
house on which he did a ll the lumber 
and paintin g work himself. Exact ly 
one month from the day work was 
started on the house_ the Lee's moved 
Ill. 

The fami ly live in . Burke. They 
have 4 head of ca tt le, 6 hogs, a horse, 
50 to 60 chickens, and a number of 
guineas. That number seemed to call 
for a lot of working tending to them 
each night, but Lee said his boys did 
most of the feedin g. 

The Lee's belong to the Baptist 
church in which they take an active 
part in its fun ctions. Their church had 
an old-fashioned fi sh fry down on the 
river July 4 th. The entire organization 
gathered for a good feed. The men 
spent the night of the 3rd fi shing. 

"Then we cooked the fi sh and the 
women did the eating," Woodrow in
formed. 

He is a member of Woodmen of the 
World and is a lso a Mason. When he 

WOODROW LEE runs a G & L Boring Mill in the 
Machine Shop. Before turning machinist, Lee 

was a carpenter for Southern Pine. 

has the opportunity, he likes to spend 
his off-hours hunting and fishin g. 

He laughingly admitted, "We never 
catch the big on es. but we always have 
enough to eat. " 

Just because he was nice yes terday_ 
women and dogs expect a man to be 
nice toda y. 

GEORGE ERVIN d isplays h is prize-winning JOHN EDWARD has two winners to h is credit, a Jersey heifer and a 7S0-pound Duroc. 
g i lt, o f which he is very proud. He and h is brother do all the car e and feeding of the anima ls. 



Copied from an original at The History Center.     www.TheHistoryCenterOnline.com     2013:023

WE'VE a ll heard abou t what trad· 
ers the white men we re when 

the Indians were common inha bita nts 
of thi s country. Now we hea r a bout 
a trader tha t tops all previ ous men 
of tha t profession. Osca r Co l lins, 
cra in opera tor in the Old Foundr y. 
dec la res himse lf to be the cha mpi on 
from coast to coast. Recentl y. he 
hoasted of trading a mere bicyc le for 
a 1943 Chev rol et. Now, it 's not that 
we doubt the truth of M r. Co llins' 
sta tements. but we wo uld like for him 
to clarify the matter just a t riH e. III 
the first p lace, we we re unde r th e im· 
pression tha t Genera l Moto rs did not 
issue a mode l durin g tha t yea r. but 
we re entire ly engrossed ill h elpill ~ de· 
feat the Axis powers. But it may be 
that we we re misinformed. III which 
case, we a po logize to Osca r a nd offer 
th is as a f ree advertisement in hi ~ 
behalf. Anyo ne wa nting to trade a nv· 

MRS. LEE grow s her own flowers which she 
keeps cut into bouquets to dress up the home. 
Here she puts deft fingers to the arrangement 

in he r newly completed dining room. 

thing- rea l or imagina ry- just con· 
tact this cra in operator. and we' re 
~ure tha t he will fi x yo u up ! 

U ncle Ike has made a nother pre· 
di cti on which we believe everyo ne will 
be glad to hea r. He says, " I predi ct 
th e U nited Sta tes wil l never ha ve a 
major wa r with Russ ia. There just 
isn' t one on the s late. Our greatest 
immediate da nge r wi II be the Amer· 
ican Congress, as a pp lied to the eco· 
nomic question. " May be tha t's good 
news, des pite the second sentence. 

G. B. Westmo re la nd. of the Mike 
Room. has instituted a new method 
for getting the women of the wo rld 
to give their houses a genuine and 
th orou gh clea nin g. One day, he de· 
cided to have a litt le fun with hi s 
wife. He took some limburger cheese 
a nd pl aced bits of it here a nd there 
in hi s home. Next day. he found that 
his wife had scoured their house fr om 
front to back, to p to bottom. He didn ' t 
dare admit wha t the "stench" wa~ 
coming from. but he knew he had di s· 
covered a lI ew fo rmu la for o"eltin o" a 
house cleaned. '" e-

If yo u use hi s methods. be sure to 
bu y ~xtra clothes pill s to a ttach to 
yo ur nose. It may take awhi le to rid 
the ho use fr om a ll the odo r. 

And whil e we' re speakin g of lim · 
berger cheese. yo u might ask Preacher 
\Veems what kind of " sa lve" some· 
body rubbed his back with o ll e da ) 

when he complained of so re musc les. 

The other day, Gus Stevens. c lean· 
up ma n in the Main Office, ca ll ed 
Brother A. C. Bai ley off to one side 
to show him a pair of new shoes he 
had just bought from the Safety De· 
partment. About that time, Brothe r 
10hn Murray sauntered up within ho i· 
le rin g distance a nd wanted to kn ow 
wha t was going on . Gus told him he 
had a new pair of shoes. 

" We ll. a re they men's shoes o r 
ladies ' shoes?" M unay asked . 

Cousin Gus promptl y ignored 10hll 
and went on to display the new po,;· 
sesSIOn to Preacher Bailey. 

Dee Wi lkerson is having troub le 
again . La tely, he was fin ed for doin g 
50 mi les per hour in a 30·mile·per. 
hour zo ne. This Lathe Shop empl oyee 
keeps mumb ling about his speedom. 
eter not registerin g ri ght; he was sure 
tha t he was makin g on I y 20! 

S lim Askins was giving a lecture 
recentl y on the art of ki ll ing guinea:;. 
He sta ted that the hen must never be 
kill ed whi le eating. If they a re a lld 
yo u ho l ler at them, they wi ll je rk 
their heads up a nd whi le they a re ill 
thi s position, if they are shot, their 
heads wil l shoot straight up 800 fee l 
high. Also if a fter they are shot, they 
a re all owed to lay in the open until 
time to cl ean them, thei r mea t wi II be 
white. But if they a re put under a 

THE LEE FAMILY are quite happy in the ir neVI 6 - room home built by themselves. There 
are still a few fin ishing touches to be add ed, but t h e y moved into the house exactly one 
month after it was begun. George Ervin sits to the right of hi s mother, while John Edward 

sits betwee n his par ents. 



Copied from an original at The History Center.     www.TheHistoryCenterOnline.com     2013:023

gal vanized tub, the meat wi II be dark. 
Askins will be happy to give a nyone 
a persona l demonstration. 

Bobo (Buzz ) Hayes was overheard 
in conversati on with the man who 
travels a round with bee hives. The 
ma n to ld Hayes that he had sc reened 
in 150 acres of cotton in order to let 
his bees ha ve all the cotton b lossoms 
to wo rk in. The screening cost him 
$37,000. His bees produced 2 pounds 
of honey to the acre, tota ling 300 
pounds, and he so ld the honey a t 50 
cents per pound. 

Bobo ve ry wi se ly suggested to the 
professional bee ma n tha t he wo u ld 
ha ve had better l uck if he had screened 
the ac reage in ea rli er in o rder to keep 
out the boll weavi ls. 

Duck season is just around the co r· 
nero but our sto ries have a lread y be· 
gun. Bennie Latham tell s one about 
the ducks he raises. He gave a fri end 
of hi s who lives in Louisia na a setting 
of duck eggs. When the ducks hatched 
out. everyone of them Aew back to 
La tham's. Ahem! 

Blacksmith Shop emp loyee Sam 
Brock has been off several weeks with 
hea rt troub le. We miss him and ho pe 
he' ll he back soon. 

Gord on Vickrey underwent an ap ' 
pendectomy this month , but was reo 
po rted doin g nice ly a t press time. 
Horace Stubblefi eld has unde rgone 
two opera tions recentl y, but is gettin i! 
a long fin e. Dutch Oberpri ll er suffered 

a hea rt a ttack this month but is rest· 
ing and recuperating now. Grover Yin· 
son was hospita lized as was J. B. Mat· 
lock, but both a re recoverin g and the 
boys they wo rk with will be glad when 
they can be back on the job. 

We extend our sympath y to Jake 
Boss whose mother passed awa y this 
month . Congra tu la tions to the Fred 
Griffins on the birth of a g irl bo rn 
September 20. She was named Mar· 
garet E li zabeth a nd she weighed 7 
pounds a nd 15 ounces. F red wo rks III 

the Engineerin g Depa rtment. 

Eve rybody ce l ebrate~ pa'y , day one 
way· oj·, 'a nothel!':\- ' Orte .' feIrow, owner 
of the sma ll est automobil e m ade, was 
driv ing around after pay da y building 
up the battery in his car. He takes 
specia l ca re of the midget. Dri ving 
dow n Highway 94, this h 'iend decided 
to see if his hi gh·powered automobi le 
cou I d cross the ri ve r. The tri p going 
over was uneventfu l, but the coming 
back had its nightmares. Whil e on 
the other side of the rive r, this ma n 
had taken some 140 fluid ounces of 
Smith Brothers' Cough Solution. As 
he was in the Smith 's place of busi· 
ness, he left the ignition key on in 
his ca r. a nd when he was ready to 
come home, he foun d the ba ttery dead . 

A Ithough a ra ther " la rge" ma n. he 
could not budge his litt le car. a nd had 
to ca ll for help. He was pushed dow n 
the road for a bout 2 mi les before he 
di scovered tha t he had turned the ig· 
n ition off a nd had not turned it back 

on. Upon a s light turn of the key, the 
automobile lurched forwa rd under its 
own power. 

But more trouble was in sto re for 
our hero. Just as he was crossing the 
river, he began to feel woozy, dizzy, 
a nd fin a ll y quite ill. Undoubted ly he 
was ex periencing sea·sickn ess, fo r the 
river a t thi s point was very ro ugh. 

He made it home, however , put his 
p ri zed a utomobil e in the ga rage, and 
went to bed . ex t morn ing to his utter 
disgust, he found that he had aga in 
left the igniti on key on a ll night, and 
had to call a ga rage man to get hi m 
to wo rk. The ma n never ca me, so our 
husky fri end j us t wa lked to the off ice! 

This is not a story a bo ut fish, nor 
a bout birds, nor abo ut ducks, but, be· 
lieve it o r not, it's abo ut kittens. Lee 
Deggs is the au thor of thi s version. 
Wh en one of his kittens was just about 
two weeks old , hi s tai l was broken. As 
soon as it was big enough to ta ke 
away from the mother cat, it was 
given to some fri ends li ving 21 m i les 
across the ri ver. That was two yea rs 
ago . Last week. the ca t came to spend 
the night with Lee; nex t mornin g he 
returned home. Tha t's one for a ny· 
body wh o is sucker enough to be· 
li eve it! 

Abe sued his wife, E lgie, fo r di· 
vo rce las t Sa turday after she bo re him 
trip lets for the fourth time in a row. 
He cha rged her wi th being overbea r· 
in g. 

IF YOU DON'T BELIEVE there are fish in East Texas, take a second look at these! They were caught in Albritton Lake in the beautiful 
pineywoods of East Texas by three professional fishermen-GENE CHASTAIN, JIM ODOM, and BUSTER BELOTE. 
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