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INTRODUCTION 

Dear Fellow Lufkinite: 

On behalf of the 100-member Lufkin Centennial 
Commission, thank you for your interest in helping make 
the celebration of Lufkin's lOOth birthday a memorable 
and significant event. 

In 1982, all Lufkinites, newcomers and natives, 
will have an exciting opportunity to tell the story of the 
uniqueness, richness and diversity of Lufkin. The Lufkin 
Centennial Connnission hopes that every project, activity and 
event for 1982 will reflect a standard of which Lufkinites 
will always be proud. 

One very important aspect of developing a celebration 
worthy of Lufkin's first 100 years is the involvement of civic 
organizations throughout the city. The task is a big one, and 
it depends on the initiative, cooperation and effort of thousands 
of individuals like yourself, persons who know Lufkin best, and 
who care enough to take up the task of planning now. 

We think that you share similar values with the 
Centennial Connnission in wanting all Lufkinites to be able 
to say in 1982, "We're proud of our city and its achievements." 

This Centennial Handbook is designed to assist you in 
organizing your organization or group's observance of the 
Centennial, whether it is a project, event or salute. 

The Handbook is designed to provide you with certain 
facts about the Centennial, whom to consult when you have questions, 
when to celebrate the Centennial most effectively, suggested 
projects and other facts you may need. 

We, of course, stand ready to answer any questions 
which may be unanswered by the Handbook. Please do not hesitate 
to call or write. 

On behalf of the Lufkin Centennial Commission and the 
30,000 residents of Lufkin, thank you for our interest and 
participation. 

Commission 
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THE CENTENNIAL COMMISSION 

The Lufkin City Commission has evidenced its strong 
support of the Lufkin Centennial Celebration through the 
appointment of a 100-member Centennial Commission to plan, 
develop and coordinate the celebration. 

The Commission, made up of representatives from 
many Lufkin civic organizations, is headed by an Executive 
Committee made up of two representatives from each of the 
three participating institutions, the City of Lufkin, the 
Angelina County Chamber of Comm·erce, and the Angelina County 
Historical Commission. 

Bob Bowman, chairman of the County Historical Commission, 
serves as chairman of the Centennial Commission. Roger Johnson, 
Asst. City Mgr, serves as Centennial Coordinator. Other members 
of the Executive Committee are Pat Foley, Lufkin City Commissioner; 
Woody Gann, member of the County Historical Commission; James Kerbo, 
1982 president of the Chamber of Commerce; and Jerry Huffman, 
executive vice-president of the Chamber of Commerce. 

Guiding and assisting the community's organizations in 
the development of Centennial projects is an important part of the 
Centennial Commission's function, but the organizations themselves 
will determine their own specific projects. 

Specifically, the role of the Conunission is to: 

1. Suggest project ideas to help local groups 
get started. 

2. Review and sanction these plans. 
3. Offer technical assistance and advice (if 

requested) to help groups implement their 
plans. 

4. Through the Conunission's activities in the 
community and other information exchange, keep 
local groups in touch with what is happening. 

While the Centennial Commission itself is unable to 
provide funding for all community projects, it may in some cases 
be able to suggest methods of funding and financing. 

It is important, therefore, that all Centennial projects 
be cleared in advance with the Centennial Commission, and approved 
by the Executive Commission before implementation. Groups seeking 
project approval may contact the Centennial Coordinator, City Hall, 
P. 0. Box 190, Lufkin, Texas 75901. 
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OBJECTIVES 

Reaching the 100-year plateau is a significant mile
stone for a city. Achieving a century of progress warrants 
setting aside a special time and planning special events to 
commemorate the occasion. 

Accordingly, the Lufkin Centennial will be a time 
for citizens, businesses and all institutions of Lufkin to 
pause, recognize the accomplishments of the past, to evaluate 
the present, and to affirm civic goals for the future. 

Four specific objectives can be capsuled as follows: 

1. Cultural Heritage. That Lufkinites of all 
ages be made aware of their historical and 
cultural background. 

2. Development. That efforts be made during the 
Centennial year to initiate programs of improvement, 
enrichment, and beautification that in the years 
ahead will become tangible and permanent community 
assets conceived during the Centennial. 

3. Pariciptation. That as many Lufkinites as 
possible become involved in various aspects of 
the celebration through their community 
institutions such as clubs, churches, schools, 
employers, and others. 

4. Promotion. That appropriate public recognition 
be given to the many facets of the city's history 
and the Centennial Celebration. 

To develop and coordinate programs which will fulfill 
the four major objectives, the Executive Connnittee of the Centennial 
Commission has organized and activated the following major connnittees: 

1. Cultural Heritage. Mrs. Amanda Stover, Chairperson. 
Responsible for planning and coordinating events to 
observe and highlight cultural and historical aspects 
of all segments of community life, such as the following: 
Historical pageant or play. Presentation of Lufkin's 
history. Recognition of 100-year-old citizens. 
Connnunity homecomings. Historical exhibits. Arts and 
crafts exhibits. Recognition of city officials. Arbor 
Day. 
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2. Development. · Mrs. Shelia Telford, Chairperson. 
Responsible for coordinating and initiating programs 
of community development, enrichment and beautification, 
such as the following: Groundbreaking and opening of 
the Lufkin Exposition Center. Beautification. New 
Community monuments and historical markers. 

3. Participation. Mr. Jim Stephens, Chairman. 
Responsible for encouraging events, and working with 
community groups in the implementation of events, in 
which all Lufkinites can become involved, either as 
planners, doers or spectators. 

4. Promotion. Jerry Huffman, Chairman. 
Responsible for focusing media attention on the 
Centennial, and for development of programs which 
will promote the effort, such as the following: 
Development and sale of commemoratives. Publicity. 
Sanction of other Centennial products and souvenirs. 
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CENTENNIAL CONTACTS 

Questions about the Centennial should be directed to 
the following: 

Bob Bowman, Chairman 
Lufkin Centennial Commission 
P. 0. Box 149 
Lufkin, Texas 75901 
713-634-8811 

Roger Johnson, Coordinator. 
Lufkin Centennial Commission 
P. 0. Box 190 
City Hall 
Lufkin, Texas 75901 
713-634-8881 

Jerry Huffman, Executive Vice President 
Chamber of Commerce 
515 South First 
Lufkin, Texas 75901 
713-634-6644 

The four major emphasis chairpersons may be reached as follows: 

Mrs. Amanda Stover (Cultural Heritage) 
Lufkin Historical and Creative Arts Center 
Second and Paul Streets 
Lufkin, Texas 75901 
713-634-2820 

Mrs. Shelia Telford (Development) 
Republic Bank of Lufkin 
415 South First Street 
Lufkin, Texas 75901 
713-639-2141 

Mr. Jim Stephens (Participation) 
Furniture Distributors of Lufkin 
104 Industrial Road 
Lufkin, Texas 75901 
713-639-1211 

Mr. Jerry Huffman (Promotion) 
Angelina County Chamber of Commerce 
515 South First Street 
Lufkin, Texas 75901 
713-634-6644 
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PERIODS OF EMPHASIS 

While there will be a number of Centennial projects 
implemented throughout 1982, the Executive Committee has 
determined that the celebration's major emphasis should be at 
two periods of time during the year. 

1. The period of February, March and April, 
which coincides with the establishment of Lufkin 
as an official post office in 1882. 

2. The period of September, October and November, 
which coincides with the sale of the first town 
lots in 1882. 

While recognizing that many clubs and organizations may 
wish to celebrate the Centennial during other times of the year 
for various reasons, the Commission urges that observance programs 
and events be timed to these two periods if possible. 

The Commission also requests that other Centennial 
dates and events be calendared with the Centennial Coordinator 
at City Hall to avoid scheduling problems. 

A Centennial Calendar will be maintained at City Hall 
and at the Chamber of Commerce offices. 
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FOCUS EVENTS 

The Centennial Commission has designated a number 
of projects and events to serve as "focus events" for the 
Centennial Celebration during 1982. 

These include: 

1. Raising of the Centennial Flag over City 
Hall on January 1, 1982. 

2. Celebration of the 1982 Texas Arbor Day 
program in Lufkin on January 15, 1982. 

3. Groundbreaking of the Lufkin Exposition 
Cent~n first quarter of 1982. · Exact date to 
be designated at a later date. 

4. Official otening of the Lufkin Exposition 
Center in Octo er or November, 1982. Date to 
be designated later. 

5. Official opening of a multi-media visual 
presentation on Lufkin's history in late January 
or early February, 1982, at the Lufkin Historical 
and Creative Arts Center. 

6. Centennial Kickoff Banquet, to coincide with 
the annual meeting of the Angelina County Chamber 
of Commerce. To be held Jan. 19. 

7. Centennial Charity Ball, sponsored by the 
Lufkin Service League, to be held March 27. 

8. A historical pageant or play, to be produced 
by the Lufkin Community Theater, tentatively 
scheduled for October 13, 14, and 15, 1982. 

9. A city-wide banquet honoring Lufkin's mayors, 
city commissioners, and city managers. To be held 
in the spring, 1982, on a date to be announced. 

10. Dedication of the Angelina Room at the Lufkin 
Historical and Creative Arts Center. Date to be 
announced. 
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THE CENTENNIAL LOGO 

The Lufkin Centennial Commission has adopted a 
logo or trademark (as seen on the cover of this handbook) 
to appropriately publicize the Centennial in 1982. 

All uses, rights and benefits of the logo belong 
to the Lufkin Centennial Commission, and all uses of the logo 
outside the Commission must be approved by the Executive 
Committee. 

Requests for use of the logo should be made in 
writing to the Lufkin Centennial Commission, P. 0. Box 190, 
Lufkin, Texas, 75901. Organizations seeking to use the logo 
should submit examples of the logo's proposed use. 

The logo, when approved for use by the Centennial 
Commission, shall retain the design and color as specified 
by the Cormnission. Deviation from these uses may not occur 
unless excepted by the Cormnission in writing. 

Once Commission approval for use of the logo has 
been granted to an organization, the logo may be officially 
used until December 31, 1982. 
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COMMEMORATIVES 

The Centennial Commis·sion shall sanction certain 
products as official commemoratives of the Centennial. All 
official commemoratives shall incorporate the use of the logo. 

The Commission shall be the final arbitrer in the 
determination of those products to receive sanction as official 
commemoratives. Such products include, but are not limited to 
the following: 

1. Coins and medallions. 
2. T-shirts and caps. 
3. Bumper stickers. 
4. Certificates. 
5. Flags. 
6. Uniform decals. 
7. Vehicle and equipment decals. 
8. Publications. 

Products sanctioned as official commemoratives shall 
be distributed through local groups authorized by the Centennial 
Commission acting through its Executive Committee. In some cases, 
sanction may be conditioned upon the manufacturer or seller's 
agreement to remit a mutually agreeable percentage of the product's 
market price to the Centennial Corrnnission or its designates. 

To request official sanction, an organization must 
submit an application in writing to the Lufkin Centennial Commission, 
P. 0. Box 190, Lufkin, Texas, 75901. A full description of the 
product should be included, as well as a plan for its sale and 
distribution. 
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HISTORICAL ACCURACY 

In the interests of historical accuracy, the Centennial 
Commission urges that facts concerning Lufkin's history be checked 
with appropriate authorities. 

include: 
Recommended sources for Centennial historical material 

1. "Land of the Little Angel," a written history 
of Angelina County, published in 1976 by the 
Angelina County Historical Conunission. Copies are 
available at local libraries. 

2. "Lufkin: A Century of Locomotives, Sawmills 
and Industry," article published in the East Texas 
Historical Journal, Volume XIX, Number 2, 1981, 
by Bob Bowman. 

3. Kurth Memorial Library, Genealogical Room, 
Calder Square, Lufkin, Texas. 
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OFFICIAL BROCHURES 

Two official brochures dealing with the Lufkin 
Centennial will be published by the Lufkin Centennial Commission 
and will be available at no cost in 1982. 

They are: 

1. "Lufkin and Angelina County Historical Guide," 
a guide to local historical landmarks. 

2. "Lufkin: A Centennial Journey," a history of 
Lufkin with photographs. 

Both publications will be available after January 1, 
at the following locations: 

1. City Hall 
Centennial Coordinator's office 
300 Shepherd 
Lufkin, Texas 

2. Chamber of Commerce 
515 South First Street 
Lufkin, Texas 

3. Texas Forestry Museum 
1903 Atkinson Drive 
Lufkin, Texas 

4. Lufkin Historical and Creative Arts Museum 
Second and Paul Avenue 
Lufkin, Texas 

Groups seeking special quantities of either brochure 
should contact the Centennial Coordinator, P. 0. Box 190, Lufkin, 
Texas, 75901, or the Chamber of Commerce, P. 0. Box 1606, Lufkin, 
Texas, 75901. 

Other publications may be published by the Centennial 
Commission as the need arises during 1982. 

-11-

Copied from an original at The History Center, Diboll, Texas.     www.TheHistoryCenterOnline.com     2018:001 



INFORMATION CENTERS 

The Centennial Commission has established four 
"Centennial Information Centers" for the benefit of local 
residents and visitors to the city in 1982. 

These centers will be located at the following 
addresses and will be open during the normal business hours 
of each office: 

Lufkin City Hall 
300 Shepherd 
Lufkin 

Chamber of Commerce 
515 South First Street 
Lufkin 

Lufkin Historical and Creative Arts Center 
Second and Paul Streets (near the Civic Center) 
Lufkin 

Texas Forestry Museum 
1903 Atkinson Drive 
Lufkin 

Appropriate signs will identify each "Information Center" 
in 1982. Each center will carry brochures, Centennial commemoratives, 
and other materials, and will maintain a calendar of Centennial 
events. 
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CENTENNIAL IDEAS 

This section is simply a device to help local planners 
start designing their own unique celebration of the Lufkin 
Centennial. It is not intended as the last word in programs and 
projects. We hope these ideas serve your role in the Centennial . 

and music. 

years. 

1880's. 

. Conduct a beard-growing contest for men . 

. Stage a 100-mile bicycle race. 

Conduct a street festival with dances, concessions, 

Hold a film festival using classics from the early 

Re-enact the sale of the town's original lots in 1882 . 

. Hold an arts and crafts exposition . 

. Have a ladies dress contest, using costumes from the 

. Stage log-cutter contests for local woodsmen. 

Sponsor a centennial flower show . 

. Bake a giant community birthday cake . 

. Erect a giant birthday candle . 

. Hold homecoming celebrations for former Lufkinites . 

. Stage a rocking chair race down First Street . 

. Sponsor a tour of historic homes . 

. Conduct a tribute to churches . 

. Establish library exhibits related to the Centennial 

. Plan a full-dress historical re-enactment of some event, 

in the community's past. 
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. Hold a local folklife festival . 

. Hold a "Centennial Run" of 1500 meters, 5000 meters, 

a mile or a marathon . 

. Sponsor the sale of a special cancellation stamp 

for letters . 

. Pay tribute to the city's black heritage . 

. Hold square dances . 

. Cooking contests . 

. Hold a railroad exhibit with train rides . 

. Pay tribute to women's achievements in Lufkin . 

. Hold a special exhibit of machinery used during early 

logging days . 

. Exhibit of painting and artwork from the 1880's . 

. Recreate a one-room school museum . 

. Conduct Centennial painting contests . 

. Parade of old cars . 

. Special contests, such as tug-of-war, egg-throwing, etc . 

. Centennial promotions by merchants . 

. Wildflower plantings along major highways . 

. Photography contests . 

. Fourth of July festival keyed to the Centennial . 

. Erect billboards to the Centennial . 

. Sponsor flag-flying programs in the community . 

. Sponsor a Centennial sketchbook by local artists . 

. Beautify business firms and public buildings. 
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. Conduct advertising programs which will pay tribute 

to Lufkin's early history. 

Conduct business open houses in conjunction with the 

Centennial. 

Hold a special "old times" reunion: encourage 

families of old timers to attend . 

. Revitalize your storefront and your business facade . 

. Plant new shrubbery, flowers and other greenry around 

your home or business . 

. Encourage your employees to become involved in the 

Centennial by helping them fund projects . 

. Encourage teachers to develop special "local history 

studies" during 1982 . 

. Help school students to publish histories involving 

certain aspects of their community, such as their school . 

. Establish sister-city relations with a similar-sized 

U. S. community which is also celebrating its centennial . 

. Establish a "heritage farm" or a pioneer homestead 

typical of life in the 1880's . 

. Hold a "living history" program in which elderly 

volunteers go into classrooms for informal discussions and inter

views about early days in Lufkin . 

. Ring every bell in Lufkin on July Fourth, San Jacinto 

Day, Texas Independence Day, etc. 

. Hold a contest to develop the best store window displai 

on a Centennial theme. 
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. Hold a Centenni~l poster contest or essay contest for 

school children. 

. Sponsor a local historic photograph exhibit in a 

public building, such as the library or city hall . 

. Prepare for your service club a series of programs on 

the important events in Lufkin history . 

. Hold a one-act play competition to award a prize for 

the best school presentation on a historical theme . 

. Keep a scrapbook on Centennial activities and events. 

. Publish a cookbook of treasured family recipes from 

Lufkin housewives . 

. Create an art-antique show of community heirloom treasures . 

. Embark on a clean-up, paint-up, fix-up campaign . 

. Restore a historic building in the community . 

. Bury a time capsule containing characteristic objects 

from the 1982 Centennial Celebration . 

. Hold a connnunity "first" contest to determine the oldest 

living native, the oldest house, oldest family photograph, oldest 

tree, family living longest in the same place, etc . 

. Hold a contest to design a cover for local publications, 

such as the telephone directory. 

. Build a "founders park" in the community for perpetual 

use by Lufkinites . 

. Hold a "Brotherhood Service" during the Centennial 

featuring non-denominational services for the entire city. 
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. Design a speci~l Centennial bumper st~cker and sell 

them in the community. 

. Embark on an effort to upgrade history holdings of 

local libraries . 

. Lay out walking, jogging, bicycling, and bridal paths 

in local parks . 

. Organize a Centennial parade, perhaps a living panorama 

of horse-drawn vehicles and equipment which played an early role 

in Lufkin history . 

. Encourage the state or national body of your organi

zation to meet in Lufkin during 1982 . 

. Sponsor a special Centennial Youth Rodeo for the city's 

youth. 

. Hold a Centennial games night, featuring checkers, bingo, 

dominoes, chess, monopoly, scrabble, etc . 

. Publish an anthology of short stories, poetry, and 

essays from creative community writers . 

. Conduct a Centennial Walkathon . 

. Rejunenate a creek or stream in the area. Beautify 

its banks . 

. Create a woodland trail in a convenience forested area . 

. Rename a street after a pioneer or leading citizen . 

. Hold a city-wide contest for the best family history. 

File the histories in the local libraries. 

. Plan a new tourist route through the city with high

lights for visitors. 
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SPEAKERS BUREAU 

The Centennial Commission has established a 
Speakers Bureau, which consists of qualified speakers 
who can speak to service clubs and other organizations 
about the Centennial, its activities and the history of 
Lufkin. 

To secure the services of a speaker, or to make 
arrangements for a Centennial-type program for a service 
club or other group, program chairmen should contact: 

Roger Johnson, Coordinator 
Lufkin Centennial Commission 
P.O. Box 190 
City Hall 
Lufkin, Texas 75901 
713-634-8881 

Jerry Huffman, Executive Vice President 
Chamber of Commerce 
515 South First 
Lufkin, Texas 75901 
713-634-6644 

Service clubs and other organizations considering 
a Centennial-type program might also want to make 
arrangements to view "Lufkin: A Centennial Journey," a 
multi-media slide-sound presentation to be shown throughout 
the Centennial year, starting around February 1, at the 
Lufkin Historical and Creative Arts Center. Because of 
the complex equipment involved in the presentation, the 
slide-sound show cannot be moved to another location. 

Arrangements for group viewings of the show 
should be made with the Historical and Creative Arts Center. 
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A LOOK AT LUFKIN'S PAST 

With the celebration of its Centennial, Lufkin's 
30,000 residents can look back with pride on a lively century 
punctuated by the whistles of locomotives and the whine of 
sawmills. 

Founded in 1882 at the beginning of an era which 
brought the railroad and the first big timber boom into East 
Texas, Lufkin's early directions were for the most part shaped 
by aggressive business interests who built an industrial-business 
complex which became the springboard for many of the city's 
other improvements. 

Lufkin was little more than a clearing in the forest in 
the early 1800's when a survey crew from the Houston, East and 
West Texas Railroad arrived in Angelina County to plot a route 
for the railroad through East Texas. The crew supposedly planned 
a route which would take the tracks through Homer~then the county 
seat and the county's leading community. 

The story goes that the crew decided to spend Saturday 
night in Homer's saloons. As the night wore on, they became too 
rowdy for the town, and Constable W. B. (Buck) Green threw them 
into jail. 

Infuriated by Green's actions, the chief of the survey 
crew supposedly ordered his men to retrace their steps and plot 
a new route~one which would bypass Homer and run near what was 
known as "Denman Springs". The new route conveniently crossed 
the property of Colonel Lafayette Denman and his son, Dr. A. M. 
Denman, who reportedly had hosted the crew a few days earlier. 

With the arrival of the railroad imminent, Lufkin received 
federal recognition as a post office on April 12, 1882, with 
William Abney as the first postmaster. 

The railroad company laid out a town with streets named 
for railroad officials and began to advertise the public sale of 
town lots. To permit Houston residents to examine and invest in 
the new community, the HE&WT ran an excursion train from Houston 
to Lufkin on September 11, 1882, for a public sale of lots. 
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With the arrival ·of the railroad, many of Homer's 
business firms and professional people began to move to Lufkin 
to be near the railroad. Cotton Square, an area behind the 
railroad depot, soon became the center of activity. Here 
farmers unloaded their cotton bales for buyers, horse sales 
were held, political speeches were made, and street dances took 
place. Occasionally, a gunfight broke out and at least one 
public hanging took place on the square. 

By 1890, Lufkin felt it was ready for incorporation 
and on October 15, 51 voted for incorporation and 26 cast votes 
against. In a second election the following month, hotel owner 
J. M. Smith was elected Lufkin's first mayor. 

A year later, ·Homer awoke one morning to find its 
courthouse in ashes~the alleged misdeed of Lufkinites who had 
tried for years to relocate the building to Lufkin. Even if they 
were not guilty, Lufkinites wasted no time capitalizing on 
Homer's loss. The next day, they submitted a petition seeking 
an election to remove the seat of government from Homer to Lufkin. 
When the election was held January 2, 1892, Lufkin won, 1087-436. 

A few miles from Cotton Square, in the settlement of 
Keltys, the city's industrial fortunes~and the shape of Lufkin 
for many years to come~were being formed with the development 
of a sawmill later to become Angelina County Lumber Company. 

The mill was bought from Charles H. Kelty by German 
immigrant Joseph H. Kurth in 1887. Kurth was later joined by 
S. W. Henderson, Sr. and Sam Wiener. The impact of the three 
families and their business partners during the next 75 years 
was enormous and included the founding of a dozen sawmills in 
East Texas, a paper mill, foundries, hotels, movie theaters, 
railroads, insurance firms, radio and television stations, banks 
and many other enterprises. 

While legends claim Lufkin was named for Captain 
Edwin P. Lufkin, an engineer, there are strong indications it 
was really christened for Captain Abraham P. Lufkin, a Galveston 
merchant who was a close friend of Paul Bremond, president of 
the H.E.& W.T. Railroad. Bremond, in fact, died in Lufkin's 
home at Galveston in 1887. 
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