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 Welcome to Volume 20 of � e Pine Bough Magazine.  What began as a newsletter in 
1996 and became a magazine in 1999 remains one of Th e History Center’s best and most 
popular outreach tools.   Each volume and issue strives to examine our past and foster our 
historical understanding in interesting and exciting ways.  We have explored a sense of place 
in East Texas’ piney woods region by looking at all things historical—from the French and 
Spanish Colonial period to the present.  Along the way we have mourned the loss of loved 
ones and paid tribute to those who have gone before us. 
 In this issue we feature one of our most popular photograph collections, that given to 
us by the family of middle twentieth-century photographer, J. Shirley Daniel.  We digitized 
many of the images recently and are adding them to our online resources.  Here, we share 
some fi fty-three images from the collection of more than eight thousand photographs.  We 
also feature our usual eclectic mix of historical notices in the scrapbook pages section.  And 
sadly, we pay tribute to our friend Buddy Temple, whose support of our mission inspires us 
still.
 If you haven’t visited our website recently, I encourage you to do so. Th e number of 
website visitors is now outpacing our brick and mortar (and wood!) visitors nearly 8-to-1. 
Th e website can be found at www.Th eHistoryCenterOnline.com. New content is added 
at least monthly, especially to our Online Collections section. Th ere are now more 38,000 
pages of content available, contained within more than 4,900 document and image fi les. In 
addition, there are more than 510 audio fi les, containing some 297 oral history interviews. 
Nearly all of the content is text searchable through general internet searches as well as 
through an internal Google Search Bar located at the top right corner of each web page.
 We wish everyone renewed blessings for 2016, as together we continue to collect, 
preserve, and explore our history.

With warmest regards,

Jonathan K. Gerland
Diboll, Texas
Jonathan K. Gerland
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 Th e History Center staff  was saddened by the death 
of our friend and supporter Buddy Temple on April 14, 
2015. Arthur “Buddy” Temple III was born on February 26, 
1942 in Texarkana, Arkansas, the son of Arthur Temple, Jr. 
and Mary Denman. A 1960 graduate of Th e Lawrenceville 
School in Lawrenceville, New Jersey, he attended the 
University of Texas before serving two years in the U.S. Army 
as a helicopter crew chief and co-pilot in the First Cavalry 
Unit of the First Armored Division. Temple then joined the 
family business working for Temple Industries.
 Buddy began his public service career in April 1966 
with his election to the Diboll School Board, where he 
was involved in the racial integration of the schools. From 
1973 to 1981 he represented District 6 in the Texas House 
of Representatives and from January 1981-March 1986 
he served on the Texas Railroad Commission, serving as 
chairman from 1985-1986.

 Although Buddy felt his life’s calling was serving 
Texas and its people through politics, his business and 
philanthropic interests were extensive. He was involved 
with Temple-Eastex and Temple-Inland, Exeter Investment 
Company, First Bank and Trust East Texas, Memorial Health 
System, the Caesar Kleberg Wildlife Research Institute, and 
the T. L. L. Temple Foundation. He was honored by many 
groups for his philanthropic, conservation, and advocacy 
eff orts, including the Houston Audubon Society, the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department, the Texas Conservation 
Alliance, the Big Th icket Association, and the Texas Forest 
Country Partnership.
 Neches River bottomland conservation was important 
to Buddy, and in a landmark deal, he and the T.L.L. Temple 
Foundation worked with Th e Conservation Fund and 
International Paper to purchase and protect the 19,000 
acres of upland pine and hardwood forests known as Boggy 

Partners in family, politics, business, 
conservation, and life, Buddy and 
Ellen Temple enjoyed time with family 
and friends at Boggy Slough, in Trinity 
County. This photo was made in 
November 2014.

Buddy Temple: 
An East Texas Life 
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Slough in Trinity and Houston counties.  
These important wetlands and forests will be 
managed with conservation forestry practices 
and preserved for future generations of East 
Texans.
 Buddy loved his family.  He was most 
proud of his role as husband to Ellen Temple, 
father to children Whitney Sage Temple, John 
Clark Hurst, Jr., Susan Helen Temple and 
husband Rob Feagin, Hannah Lea Temple 
and husband Chris Sanders, and grandfather 
to six grandchildren, Maggie Grace, Lilly 
Duquette, Walter Duquette, Helen Feagin, 
Mary Ellen Sanders, and Robert Sanders.
 The History Center staff will remember 
Buddy as a champion of East Texas and East 
Texans.  His love for the land and his desire 
to conserve it will continue to benefit us for 
many years to come.  As we work to preserve 
the history of East Texas and the people who 
have made it what it is today, we will do our 
best to honor Buddy’s legacy of conservation, 
preservation, and advocacy.

Buddy loved the outdoors and 
cherished the memory of many 
childhood adventures in the 
woods of East Texas. Here he 
rides his pony “Trigger” at 
Southern Pine Lumber Company’s 
Boggy Slough Hunting Clubhouse, 
in Trinity County, ca. 1949.

Buddy and his sister Charlotte 
“Chotsy” at their home in Lufkin, 
ca. 1949.
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 Buddy with his father Arthur 
Temple Jr. at Boggy Slough 
with Buddy’s fi rst center-fi re 
rifl e, a Winchester Model 94, 
.30-30, ca. 1950.

Arthur Temple, Sr. with his grandchildren Charlotte and Buddy, ca. 1950. Buddy and Charlotte Temple with their mother Mary, ca. 1950..
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Brother and sister Buddy and 
Charlotte Temple pose with their 

cousin Tommy Allen, ca. 1951.

Buddy loved hunting and here he poses 
in front of the Southern Pine Lumber 

Company offi ces after a successful 
deer hunt on November 20, 1953.

Perhaps foreshadowing his eventual service 
in state politics, a young Buddy Temple 
shakes hands with Texas Governor Allan 
Shivers during the July 4th picnic at Diboll 
in 1951.
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One of Buddy’s favorite Diboll Day events was the 
“Tug- O-War” competition.  Here he supervises 
one of the rounds of the 1970 contest, in which 
friend Don Wier strains to remain dry.

Representatives Buddy Temple, Price 
Daniel, Jr. (Speaker of the House), and 

John Hannah visit outside the Diboll 
Free Press offices, ca. 1972.

Buddy and Charlie Wilson stand with 
Margie Shepherd of the Anthony 
Smith Chapter of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution during 
Constitution Week festivities in 
September 1973. Buddy and Charlie 
were great friends throughout and after 
their political careers.
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Buddy was proud of his accomplishments 
during his service in the Texas House, 
especially the ethics reforms prompted by 
the Sharpstown banking scandal of 1971, 
and the Constitutional Convention of 1974. 
Here are Buddy and Ellen on the floor 
of the Texas House of Representatives 
while Buddy is being sworn in as the 
Representative of Texas House District 6, 
ca. 1973.  

United States Senator from Texas Lloyd 
Bentsen and Buddy Temple, ca. 1975.

Always an enthusiastic supporter of Diboll 
Day, Buddy waits in this photo to be 
dunked in the dunking booth at Diboll Day 
1976. He served as Diboll Booster Club 
President in 1968.  
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A back side view of the pine sawmill. 
Southern Pine Lumber Company 

built this mill in 1903 and updated 
it through the decades until it was 

completely overhauled in 1954. 

Buddy in his offi ce during his race 
for governor. Although that campaign 
was not successful, it did not 
dampen his love for his state and its 
people.

Buddy Temple and his uncle 
Latané Temple at Austin in 
1977.

Texas State Representatives 
and friends Mickey Leland 
and Buddy Temple with an 

inscription by Rep. Leland.
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Candidate Buddy Temple gives a speech in front of a large Texas fl ag.  Although his 
home would always be in the eastern part of the state, Buddy cared about the entire 
state of Texas.

Buddy’s commitment to preserving the Neches River and restoring 
lands earned him praise from many conservationists. Here, Buddy 
and Ellen were honored by the Texas Conservation Alliance with 
a Lifetime Conservation Achievement Award in September 2012, 
hosted by the Museum of East Texas. 

The Temple Family gathered at the Temple Ranch, one of their favorite places, for New Year’s celebrations in December 2014.  Standing in back, from left: Rob 
Feagin and Christopher Sanders.  Seated, from left: Walter Duquette, Maggie Grace, Buddy Temple, Robert Sanders, Ellen Temple, Susan Temple, Helen Feagin, 
Hannah Temple, Lilly Duquette, and John Hurst.  Seated on the fl oor, from left: Whitney Temple and Mary Ellen Sanders.
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 One of The History Center’s most utilized collections, the J. Shirley Daniel 
Photograph Collection is a unique and extensive pictorial record of life in Diboll 
from the late 1940’s through the 1960’s. As the official photographer for the Buzz 
Saw newspaper and Southern Pine Lumber Company, Daniel documented the mills, 
factories, woods operations, railroads, and construction projects that drove Diboll’s 
economic engine. In the process, he photographed the sawmillers, sawyers, mule drivers, 
train engineers, secretaries, shopkeepers, salesmen, executives, cooks, janitors, stock boys, 
factory workers, watchmen, doctors, machinists, brick layers, engineers, supervisors, 
construction workers, and drivers who made the company a successful forest products 
operation. He also photographed July 4th and Juneteenth celebrations, children at play, 
hunters with their prizes, mothers and housewives with their children, parades, rodeos, 
baseball games, successful fishing trips, local businesses and houses, lunch breaks, snow 
days, school groups, beauty queens, and local residents out for a stroll.

A Portrait of the Past: 
The J. Shirley Daniel Photographic Collection, 1940’s-1960’s

 In addition to being the official 
company photographer and 
owning a movie theater, beauty 
shop and “Tonk,” J. Shirley 
Daniel was also a pulpwood 
contractor. In this photo, the 
photographer becomes the 
subject as he poses with what is 
purported to be the first chainsaw 
in Angelina County.
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Ruth Gaddy, of the Prairie Grove 
community east of Diboll, smiles at 
a puppy presented by Southern Pine 
Lumber Company truck driver Floyd 

Frankens on July 1, 1949. The puppy 
was a gift from the company after one of 

their trucks struck and killed her puppy 
that morning. The truck driver and his 
colleagues scoured the countryside to 
find a dog just like young Ruth’s puppy 
and delivered it to her that same day.

This photo of loggers 
Dorsey Pope (left) 
and Emmitt Taylor 

(right) demonstrating 
the use of a crosscut 
saw appeared in the 

July 1947 issue of The 
Buzz Saw as part of a 
series of photographs 

illustrating the process 
of turning trees into 
finished lumber.  It 
took these two men 

only a few brief 
minutes to fell the 
tree. The company 

photographer was able 
to educate the town’s 

people about the 
industry that supported 

their families, giving 
them insight into the 
process and perhaps 

fostering appreciation 
for the Company.

 Although there were other company photographers, 
such as early lens man Dale Burchfield, J. Shirley Daniel 
had the longest tenure as official company photographer, 
joining the Buzz Saw in May 1948. Daniel was born in 
Waxahachie, Texas, and he and his wife Francis Elnorie 
Allen Daniel moved to Diboll in 1937, where he opened 
the Timberland Theater that August. The Timberland 
Beauty Shoppe quickly followed, as did the popular teen 
hangout “The Tonk,” in 1939. He managed the Antler’s 
Hotel from 1943-1945 and was also an independent 
pulpwood contractor starting in the late 1940’s. 
Through all of his various and simultaneous careers, 
Daniel was a member of First Presbyterian Church 
and the Rotary Club and his varied experiences and 
responsibilities offered plentiful opportunities for him to 
encounter Diboll’s industry and people and photograph 
both.
 Mr. Daniel and his family collected and preserved 
the more than 8000 black and white negatives and prints 
(mostly 4 x 5 format) that make up the J. Shirley Daniel 
Photograph Collection, donating the bulk to the T. L. 
L. Temple Memorial Library and Archives in 1994. The 
History Center has digitized many of the images and 
is uploading them to our website, where we hope they 
will serve as an easily accessible record of Diboll’s past, 
showing what life was like in an East Texas sawmill town 
in the middle of the 20th century. We also hope it will be 
a valued reminder of the people who made Diboll what it 
is today. Here, and in the following twenty-four pages, we 
feature a few selections from the vast collection.

11
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 In a company owned town, the company photographer captured more than just industrial scenes.  Shirley 
Daniel captured school events, children at play, and scenes from everyday life in Diboll, leaving a visual record of the 
town and its people and the events that were important to them in the 1940’s-1960’s.

Diboll High School students Naomi 
Spivey, Mary Sue George, Nancy 

Nivens, Marion Edwards, and Rose 
Ellen Saxton are all dressed up for 

an event in Diboll’s old two-story 
cafeteria, ca. 1948.

The Diboll Boy Scout Troop 128, 
in 1952. Left to right are: Robert 

Bennie Rector, Eugene Baker, 
Carroll Black, unidentified Scout, 

unidentified Scout, unidentified 
adult, Royce Grimes, unidentified 
Scout, Larry Bowman, Ray Davis, 

H. N. Garrett, Kelsey Griffin, 
unidentified Cub Scout, Joe Hasell, 

Larry Webber (back), unidentified 
Scout, Prentice Carter, Donald 
Pinkerton, and Babe Johnson.
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Men from Diboll display a 
large bass and a large catfish 
caught as the Copestown mill 

pond was drained in 1948. 
Townspeople took advantage 

of the opportunity to see what 
they could catch from the 

receding waters. The October 
1948 Buzz Saw admitted that 

larger catfish had been caught 
in the Neches and Angelina 

Rivers, but they thought this 
one might set a record for a 

small lake or pond.

Game Warden E. M. Sprott, center, supervised the transfer of fish from the Copestown mill pond in Diboll when it was 
drained in 1948 so that it could be deepened and enlarged.  Game wardens are not always the most popular state officials, 
but in this case, their involvement insured that locals would continue to be able to fish local ponds.

1113
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Fortunately for historians today, woods crews and their activities in the forests around Diboll were always popular 
photo subjects. The forest products industry is almost entirely mechanized in 2015, but these images record a time 
when men, animals, and machines worked together.

Southern Pine Lumber Company 
foresters W. A. Neal, Bill 
Nichols, Bobby Farley, Dennis 
Maynard, Kenneth Nelson, and 
Bernard Roach, ca. 1950. The 
foresters were responsible for 
making sure Southern Pine 
Lumber Company had a steady, 
healthy supply of timber for its 
mills.

Timber stand improvement 
during most of the 20th century 

meant eradicating second-growth 
hardwoods in pine plantations, 
and here Daniel’s lens shows a 

Southern Pine Lumber Company 
crew deadening hardwoods in 

1951. Albert Mitchell, for whom 
Diboll’s “Working Man” statue is 

modeled, is second from right.
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Hugh Timm’s logging set crew: Houston Barnes, Hugh Timms, J. T. Mosley, Asa Permenta, Joe Williams, Steve McKinney and Billy Evans in November 1951.  
The early 1950’s was a time of transition in the logging industry, with crews still relying on muscle power – both animal and human, even as more mechanized 
methods began to make their way into the woods.

A Southern Pine Lumber Company crew combines old and new technology, using a mule team and a mechanized A-Frame loader to load logs onto a company truck.  
Men, animals and machines all worked together during the transition period between muscle and machine powered logging.
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Following World War II, the Temple companies used airplanes in a variety of 
capacities, including travel to and from businesses, surveying forests, aerial 
photography, and spraying pesticides on pine plantations. Here, company pilot 
Horace Stubblefield turns the prop on the Temple Associates Cessna 195 at the 
Angelina County Airport, ca. 1950.

Volunteer fireman O.D. Stivers poses behind the wheel of a 
Southern Pine Lumber Company fire jeep in Diboll, ca. 1950.

16
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Lumber manufacturing 
was still a labor-

intensive process in 
the late 1940’s.  Here, 
workers in Diboll load 

lumber onto a two 
wheeled cart.

Here, Daniel’s lens captured Diboll manager Clyde Thompson standing on a rack next to lumber stacks to demonstrate how tall the stack is, ca. 1950.

151117
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Photographer Shirley Daniel captured all company activities, including SPLCo’s entries in local parades.  The 
lumber industry was proud of its economic impact on Angelina County and East Texas and held the Forest Festival 
and its accompanying parades to celebrate their successes.  As he captured the floats and the bands and the logs 
entered into the parades, Daniel also captured the buildings along the parade route, leaving a record of downtown 
Lufkin’s architecture.

Southern Pine Lumber 
Company’s pine log entry in the 
Forest Festival Parade in 1948.  
Large crowds lined the streets 
to watch the annual parade that 
featured community floats and 
local lumber company log and 
equipment entries.

Southern Pine Lumber 
Company’s hardwood 

log entry in the Forest 
Festival Parade in 
1948 included this 

load of three logs from 
one gum tree, which 
contained a total of 

4,084 board feet.
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The Lufkin Panther Band marches down Lufkin’s 
First Street in the 1948 Forest Festival Parade.  
It appears that the band featured both junior 
high and high school students.

 In 1949, The Lufkin Daily News entered this 
float into the Forest Festival parade.  The 
patriotic float proclaims, “A Free Press Insures 
A Free People.”  The Forest Festival parade 
involved the entire Lufkin and Angelina County 
community, with businesses, organizations, and 
schools entering themed floats and marching 
down First Street while their neighbors cheered 
them on.

This Lufkin Lions Club Forest Festival 
Parade float paid tribute to World War II 
Veterans, ca. 1949.  Lady Liberty stands 

at the front of the float, while local citizens 
reenact the flag raising on Iwo Jima.  
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Daniel’s lens captured a racially segregated society before integration in the 1960’s. Diboll and the rest of Angelina County were still racially 
segregated in the 1940’s and 1950’s and the area’s African American residents held many separate events that coincided with events for white citizens.  
The “Negro Day Parade” was part of the annual Texas Forest Festival held at Lufkin, with a parade held on the Friday before the main Saturday 
parade. Top photo shows the Diboll PTA’s “Negro Day Parade” float for 1950 that featured students and teachers from Diboll’s H.G. Temple School. 
Bottom photo shows a float that carried 1950’s “Bronze Festival Queen V” and her court.
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Queen Esther Taylor 
of Diboll rides the 
H.G. Temple High 
School float in the 

“Negro Day” Forest 
Festival Parade in 
Lufkin in October 

1947. The purple and 
white float won first 

prize in the parade’s 
decorating contest.

Diboll’s African American community celebrated Juneteenth every year on June 19th with a company sponsored barbeque and day of speeches and 
fun. Diboll’s 1951 Juneteenth celebration organizers were, left to right, Dave O’Neil, Rev. J. L. Tellington, W. J. Jackson, Prof. H. C. Kenyon and Elton 
Armstead. Former U.S. Congressman Martin Dies was the featured speaker at the annual event sponsored by Southern Pine Lumber Company.
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The candidates for Junior High 
Football Sweetheart ride in a jeep 
in an early Diboll Day parade, ca. 
1956. Ginger Taylor rides behind 
the driver’s seat. A band, possibly 
Diboll’s H.G. Temple or Lufkin’s 
Dunbar High School, follows 
along the parade route. Diboll Day 
celebrated the town’s people and 
industry while raising money for 
community services, culminating in 
a parade and festival attended by 
local and state dignitaries and all of 
the townspeople.

The Buzz Saw called the 1949 
July 4th celebration the biggest, 
best, and most orderly 4th of July 
celebration in the town’s history. 
Pictured here is the rodeo put on by 
the local roping and riding club that 
featured bull and bronco riding, calf 
roping, and flag races.

 Here, Daniel’s camera captured part of 
the crowd gathered for one of Diboll’s 

July 4th Southern Pine Lumber Company 
barbeques, ca. 1950.  Arthur Temple, Jr. 

greets attendees in the center.  Before 
Diboll Day started in 1953, the company 
sponsored July 4th barbeques attended 
mostly by the town’s white citizens and 

employees.  The company sponsored 
Juneteenth celebrations each year for the 

town’s African American citizens.
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As a company-owned town, the lumber industry dominated Diboll’s landscape.  At times, workers would stack logs all along Highway 35/59 and throughout the town. 
The mills depended on a steady supply of raw timber and sometimes ran out of storage room within the mill complex. This view is of Highway 35/59 looking toward 
Lufkin, ca. 1950.  Millers Baseball Park is visible in the right background. Today, The History Center is located at this site.

A group tours the Diboll Treating Plant on 
April 10, 1951.  The plant began operations 

on April 2, 1951 and the company held a 
formal opening event on the 10th.  About 
75 guests, including interested industry 
partners from around the country, ate a 

barbeque lunch before going on a tour of the 
plant led by plant manager Johnnye Foster.  

In this photo, guests watch while a load 
of treated poles moves from the treatment 

facility to the pole yard, where it will be 
tested and then stacked for weathering 

before shipment to customers.
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 The Boggy Slough clubhouse in Trinity County served many purposes through the years, from hosting parties and training retreats to family 
gatherings to hunts. It even hosted industry groups like the Texas Lumber Manufacturer’s Association. The group’s banner reads “Build Texas 
with Texas Yellow Pine.” Shirley Daniel and his camera captured many such events. 

 A Forestry class from Stephen F. Austin State University stands in front of the club house at Boggy Slough, ca. 1949.  Arthur Temple, Jr. is 
standing 8th from left, Richie Wells is standing 2nd from left, and Eck Prud’homme, of Pineland, stands on the end on the right. The Temple 
companies have always had a strong relationship with SFA’s forestry programs.
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A group of hunters at the Boggy Slough clubhouse, ca. 1950.  Arthur Temple, Jr. is third from left on the back row.  Company executives and managers would bring 
customers, vendors, elected officials, and friends to the club for organized hunts.  Shirley Daniel photographed many of these events and Arthur Temple, Jr. and 
Clyde Thompson’s papers contain many records of those invited and the food served to these groups. 

When not hosting suppliers 
and customers, executives 
and upper management were 
joined by their families at 
the Boggy Slough clubhouse. 
In this ca. 1949 photo, a 
group of children and adults 
plays a card game, while 
more children relax in the 
background.  Some of those 
around the card table are 
identified as Charlotte Temple 
(front left in striped shirt), Mrs. 
Jake Durham, Jake Durham, 
Mrs. Kester Denman, Ann 
Allen, and Mary Temple.
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In 1948-1950, Southern Pine Lumber Company logged a boggy 4,300 acre tract of timber in the Big Thicket 
of Hardin County using modified highway truck equipment. Log trucks and trailers, which were lighter than 
locomotives and rail cars, were modified with flanged wheels to run over crude rail lines in and around the Spencer 
Osborne League, from which 20,000,000 feet of pine and hardwood timber was harvested and delivered to the 
Missouri Pacific mainline at Strain station. Later the logs were transferred to the Southern Pacific mainline for 
delivery to the Diboll sawmills.

Photographer Shirley 
Daniel captured one of 

the modified Ford log 
trucks traveling down 

the rails at 25 mph 
pulling two trailer loads 

to the Missouri Pacific 
spur at Strain.

A crew unloads a flanged-
wheeled log truck “train” 
and transfers the loads to 
Missouri Pacific high car 
gondolas at Strain.
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 Two more views of the logging operation in the Big Thicket near Strain in Hardin County, 1948-1950.
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 Temple-White’s handle factory began operation in 
Diboll in 1939, and in 1949, at the time of these two 
photos, could make up to 50,000 handles in an 8 hour 
shift.  The handles were made from waste “squares” left 
over from Southern Pine Lumber Company’s other 
products, and in a series of steps the former waste product 
was shaped, sanded, painted, graded, bound, and shipped 
to customers all over the United States, Cuba, and South 
Africa - mainly as broom and mop handles.  One of the 
company’s largest customers was the United States armed 

forces, and many Diboll veterans recalled using mops or 
brooms made with Temple-White handles as they swabbed 
decks or cleaned military bases during World War II, a 
welcome piece of home in a dangerous situation.  In the 
top photo, photographer J. Shirley Daniel caught executive 
Herb White, Jr. carrying a load of finished handles, while 
the bottom photo shows some of Temple White’s 110 
employees working to produce handles in the Diboll plant.  

28
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Box factory employees assemble 4.2 inch mortar shell boxes, destined for the Red River Arsenal Depot in Texarkana.  
A majority of the factory’s workers were women, who were involved in all stages of box production.

Workers assemble ammunition boxes at the 
Arthur Temple, Jr. and Associates box factory in 
Diboll in 1951.  The factory, managed by Horace 
Stubblefield and foreman Paul Hogue boasted 
conveyor belts and modern tools and could 
produce 1300-1400 boxes a day when production 
first began in May 1951.  Its first contract was to 
supply 50,000 boxes for the Red River Arsenal 
Depot in Texarkana.  Throughout its production 
history, the factory also produced boxes for 
105mm Howitzers, 57mm rifles, grenades, and 
cannon primers.  After the Korean War, demand 
for ammunition boxes fell and the company 
produced furniture for a short time toward the end 
of the 1950’s, before shutting down in 1959.

29
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Following World War II, Southern Pine Lumber 
Company and Temple Lumber Company used aerial 
photography in planning as well as promotional efforts. 
Here is an aerial view of Diboll’s plants in the early 
1950’s, looking north. The plant at the bottom left is the 
hardwood mill, which was dismantled in 1954.

An aerial view of Diboll’s fi berboard plant construction, ca. 1957.  

2830
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Sometimes Shirley Daniel could convince 
his subjects to pose in silly or unusual 

ways. In this late 1950’s photo, Southern 
Pine Lumber Company executives show 

off finished manufactured products on 
the steps of the office. Joe Denman, 

Carol Allen, Robert Keeler, and two other 
managers pose with lumber, wood flour, 

posts, toilet seats, and handles.

Southern Pine Lumber Company employees and family members line up outside the old Rutland house on payday to collect their earnings, ca. 1950.  
This scene, though common during that time period, records an event that isn’t seen in today’s world of electronic payment and direct deposit.
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One advantage of having a company photographer was the capture of buildings and businesses that were so central 
to life in Daniel’s time period but that are no longer standing.  

 The Southern Pine Lumber Company 
Commissary building was the heart of 

the town, housing company offices, the 
doctor’s office, the company store, the drug 
store with its pharmacy and soda fountain, 
and the meat market. This ca. 1949 photo 
shows the 1923 structure with a new coat 

of paint. 

The interior of the Southern Pine Lumber 
Company Commissary grocery department 
in Diboll, ca. 1949. Employees and their 
families had a full range of groceries to 
choose from and a helpful staff to meet 
their needs.

302832
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Also new in 1949 was the commissary drugstore. The pharmacy counter at the far end of this photo served the town’s needs for medication, and the soda fountain, 
shown at right, provided sweet treats and a place to socialize. Ima Jean Riley is identified at the far right.

In February 1949, Diboll was proud of its newly renovated store located in the SPLCo commissary building.  Billed as “one of the most modern general stores in 
Texas,” the store sold groceries, dry goods, millinery, gardening supplies, toys, and most anything else a Diboll family would need.  This interior view shows the 
dry goods department.  Some of the workers and customers identified are: Ed Watson, Mr. Anderson, Tommie Nicar (in cap), Lefty Vaughn and Tutor Tatum.
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 Tatum’s Five and Dime Store opened in The Village shopping center in September 1950, offering toys, sewing 
notions, canned goods, office supplies, household goods, and other items. History Center Research Assistant 
Louis Landers remembers saving his pennies earned from bottle returns until he had enough to buy and equip his 
vast army of toy soldiers from the selection at Tatum’s. In top photo, Shirley Daniel has captured the exterior of 
the newly constructed store, while bottom photo shows the store ready for Christmas shopping.  “Elmer the Elf ” 
welcomed shoppers to “Toytown,” and the store offered everything a Diboll child might want for Christmas.

302834
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The Dedication Ceremony of Lufkin’s Memorial Hospital on May 7, 1949.  Governor Beauford Jester was the main speaker.  Memorial Hospital was founded and 
funded by 14 Angelina County industries for the treatment of their employees and families and the county at large.  Arthur Temple, Jr. is seated on the stage third 
from right on the front row.

Lufkin Veterinarian E.G. 
Davenport vaccinates a dog 
for rabies during a vaccination 
drive in Diboll on February 
18, 1950.  293 dogs and an 
unnamed number of cats were 
vaccinated that day to protect 
them from a rabies epidemic 
that was spreading through 
Angelina County at the time.  
Daniel captured this scene 
that shows many onlookers 
interested in the proceedings 
though some, like the woman 
on the right, were perhaps 
unwilling to watch the process.
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Scrapbook Pages

Descendants of Winnie Lou Carroll, Diboll High School class of 1940, donated 
her high school scrapbook earlier this year. Ms. Carroll kept many mementos 
of her high school years, including this menu, postcard, and matchbook from 
the Antlers’ Hotel. Her family moved from Diboll shortly after her graduation, 
but the Antler’s, with its wide porch and sophisticated restaurant must have 
loomed large in her memories of her hometown.

From 1939 to 1954, the Antler’s Hotel was one of Diboll’s most recognizable 
and popular landmarks.  Billed as the largest log hotel in the South and 
boasting the slogan “Old as Yesterday, Modern as Today,” the hotel housed 
the town’s visitors as well as traveling salesmen who frequented old 
Highway 35.  Its restaurant served a variety of meals and was a place 
Diboll’s citizens could eat and meet. Mr. and Mrs. J.P. Cammack opened the 
hotel in 1939.  J. Shirley Daniel ran the hotel from 1943-1945 and Ira and 
Byrd Davis took over management in 1950. The hotel was burned in 1954 
due to a termite infestation.



De c e m b e r 2015 37

Scrapbook Pages



38 Th e Pi n e bo u g h
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Port Diboll, Texas, 1946: “Port Diboll” made front page headlines of the Lufkin Daily News for six days in February 1946. In an effort by area 
promoters of Neches River navigation, a 29-foot Higgins plywood boat made an exploratory round trip between Port Arthur and Diboll, exchanging cargo between 
the two points. Captain R. A. McDerby, who had reportedly trained 35,000 Navy operators of the shallow draft Higgins boats at New Orleans during the recent 
war, power steered the 135 horsepower vessel right up on the Angelina County bank on Sunday afternoon, February 17, to the cheers of more than 1,000 citizens 
from Angelina and Polk counties (see image 1). The feat was the realization of several years of planning by Angelina County business and industrial leaders, who 
sought limited public support of Neches River navigation efforts, with or without the proposed system of river dams of the day. If dams were to be constructed, 
then promoters urged that locks be installed. The Higgins boat delivered cargo at “Port Diboll” consisting of a shipment of brass to Lufkin Foundry and Machine 
Company from Oil City Brass Works of Beaumont. On the return trip, a shipment of paper from Southland Paper Mills was sent to the Port Arthur News for a special 
news edition, and cast iron steers made by Texas Foundries at Lufkin were shipped to each Texas representative in Washington. In addition, Southland Paper Mills 
sent special commemorative memo pads to all the Washington congressional representatives. Clyde Thompson of Diboll, chairman of the Angelina Chamber of 
Commerce’s Navigation Committee, planned the welcoming program, which included A. R. Weber of Diboll assembling a fl eet of outboard motorboats to greet the 
Higgins boat downriver. Among dignitaries present at the welcoming were (see image 2, left to right): Captain McDerby, President W.R. Beaumier of the chamber 
of commerce, S. W. Henderson Jr., G.P. Scoggins, Mayor W. D. Winston of Lufkin, Walter W. Trout of Lufkin Foundry, Mayor Harry Wood of Huntington, R. B. Stroud, 
Clyde Thompson, and Higgins crewmen Jake Moody, Frank Drake, and Glenn Burgess. Also present were State Board Chairman John Redditt of the Highway 
Commission, State Senator Ben Ramsey, and State Representative Ottis Locke. While in Angelina County, Captain McDerby spoke to the Lufkin Lions Club, 
stating the Neches was navigable for Higgins boats and 100-ton barges as long as there was two feet of water. The exploratory trip was covered in all the state 
newspapers (see image 3 for the Houston Post) and received congratulations from many port leaders along the Gulf Coast. Nothing permanent developed from the 
goodwill demonstration, however, for construction of the Town Bluff Dam, downriver from Diboll, began in 1947, without locks.

1
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The Joe Diamond Café was one of the landmark businesses of Diboll’s African American community in the late 1940’s through the 1950’s. Owner Joe Diamond 
(1902-1965) worked at the Southern Pine Lumber Company sawmill and at the Boggy Slough company clubhouse and was one of the main cooks at the 
company-sponsored Juneteenth and July 4th celebrations. The café’s fi rst location across from the Diboll Eagles baseball park put it in the center of the 
community’s social area, and many former residents remember fondly the barbeque, hamburgers, hotdogs, and homemade ice cream on offer on Sunday 
afternoons before, during, and after the games. Young people visited on Saturday nights, dancing to the tunes on the old Victrola jukebox. Image 1 shows the 
Diamond Café in its early 1960’s segregated black neighborhood, while image 2 shows the café in detail.

1
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The Durham family has long been connected with Diboll and Southern Pine Lumber Company.  In 2015, over 100 photographs from their family collection were 
uploaded to The History Center’s website. The following two images are from their collection.   

Photo 1 shows the Diboll High School football team in 1948: L.E. Gordon (Tip) Brashear, L.T. Glenn Hines, L.G. Joe Ed Curry, C. Van Davison, R.G. Henry Tow 
Sanford, R.T. Frank Smith, R.E. Charles Placker, Q.B. Wallace Dean, R.H. Isadore Mirando, F.B. F.B. Kenneth Vaughn, L.H. H.A. Brown.  The photo was featured in 
the October 30, 1948 Buzz Saw newspaper with an accompanying article by Paul Durham.  In addition to summarizing the Lumberjack season, Durham also 
mentioned the recent football game price increase, which had caused some irritation to Lumberjack football fans.  After explaining the expenses involved, he 
urged game attendees not to complain about what he saw as reasonable prices.  The prices were .15, .25, and .50 for admittance to the game.  Photo 2 shows 
the interior of Tatum’s Five and Dime Store, which opened in September 1950.  In its November 1950 issue, the Buzz Saw announced that shoppers could “buy 
(almost) anything from a live elephant to a thumbtack” at the new store.  

1
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Scrapbook Pages
Like many towns of its size during the 1940’s and 1950’s, much of life in Diboll revolved around high school sports. Photographer Shirley Daniel, featured 
elsewhere in this issue, also captured these moments. In image 1, Lumberjack second baseman Blant Ferguson, left, fi elds a ball while right fi elder H.T. Sanford 
waits for a throw.  The two are playing catch on the Diboll High School Campus in front of the homemaking laboratory, and in image 2, the Diboll High School band 
takes the fi eld in 1952 accompanied by former students.

1
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Scrapbook Pages
Here are two more photos showing Diboll school scenes, these from the Durham Family Collection. In photo 3, Diboll High School students pose at the Houston 
Fat Stock Show in February 1951.  From left, Joe Wilkerson, Leo Carnley, Van Davison, Larry Scarborough. In photo 4, “Mr. Physical Perfection,” a Marine Recruiter 
and Body Builder, visits with Diboll Elementary students on June 8, 1959.  Left to right: Wanda Garrett, Kathryn Grace, James Watkins, Lucy Clegg, Eddie Horton, 
Charles “Butch” Lester, Kenneth Nash, John Miranda, Spencer Chumley, Sgt. Sam Griffi th, Louis Landers, Paula Rector and Irene Staton.

3
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On May 3, 2015, Angelina County lost one of its most recognizable and cherished landmarks when Ryan Chapel Methodist Church burned. The building, 
constructed in 1937, was a complete loss. A Ryan Chapel Methodist Church has been located at that site since 1866, and church members vowed to rebuild once 
again. Photo 1 shows the 1937-built church in the late 1970’s.  Photo 2, taken about 1930, shows the ca. 1898 version of the church.

1
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1. In the Shirley Daniel 
Photographic Collection article 
elsewhere in this Pine Bough issue, 
we feature photographs of Southern 
Pine Lumber Company highway 
trucks outfi tted with fl anged wheels 
to enable travel over logging 
railroads in the late 1940’s. From 
this American Lumberman article, 
we see something similar being 
done in the early 1920’s, near 
Louetta, in northern Harris County. 
Image courtesy of Murry Hammond 
of California.

2. Jack Warner recently donated this image of 
the famed twin-trunked pine that grew a couple 
miles east of Diboll. This photo dates from about 
1950 and shows Warner’s friends, Elmer and 
Jean Bott. The tree died in 1967 and was cut, 
with the base of the trunks preserved at Old 
Orchard Park. More photos of the tree, both alive 
and preserved, can be found on page 18 of our 
September 2001 Pine Bough. 

1
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NEWS & N E W S  &  N O T I C E S

DIGITIZATION AND WEBSITE

  • With more and more content being added 

routinely to our website, we are now averaging 

about 30,000 online visitors annually, with more 

than 123,000 webpage views recorded during the 

past year. This does not include the many more 

thousands of viewed document pages contained 

within downloaded PDF files.

 • More than 1,000 images from our J. Shirley 

Daniel Photograph Collection (1940’s-1960’s) 

were scanned this fall and are being added to 

our website’s online collections, with descriptive 

information.

 • Digitizing the approximately 1600 pages of 

Houston Oil Company Timber Re-cruise Records 

and Maps from 1910 continues, with 1400 scans 

completed so far and 987 PDF files created and 

uploaded to the website.

 • Minutes of meetings of the Angelina County 

Medical Society (1920-1936) were added to our 

website this summer.

 • Two hundred and fifty one American 

Lumberman photographs of Southern Pine 

Lumber Company operations in 1903 and 1907 

were scanned and added to the website in June, 

with descriptive information.

 • Ninety-nine timber-type maps of Angelina 

County Lumber Company lands from the 1940’s 

were placed online in May.

 • A general accounts ledger of the Yellow Pine 

Lumber Company (at Colmesneil) for 1889 was 

digitized and added this fall.

 • Other collections added recently include 

the Arrington Family Photograph Collection 

(1890’s-1920’s), Durham Family Photographs 

(1930’s-1960’s), Booker Family Photographs 

(1910-1970), Martha Honea Quarles 

(1940’s-1960’s), A. E. Brown’s 1950’s photographs 

of Texas Southeastern Railroad/Southern Pine 

Lee and Pat Allen Ligon 
visited us in February and 
enjoyed researching our 
paper as well as digital 
collections.

Jack Warner, 93, visited us in 
October and donated the baseball 
that Pete Runnels (a major leaguer 
during the 1950’s and 1960’s) hit 
in 1947 to win a special game at 
Millers Park in Diboll, where the 
History Center is located now. 
Runnels’ hit scored Warner in the 
bottom of the 13th inning to win the 
memorable game 9 to 8 against the 
team from Stephen F. Austin State 
College, in which Warner pitched 
the full game. Warner kept the ball 
all these years. He inscribed the 
Miller’s players’ names on it and 
presented it before doing an oral 
history interview.
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Lumber Company Engine 13, Magcobar company 

photos and newsletters of the 1950’s and 1960’s, 

and the American Lumberman issue of April 16, 

1904 (featuring Southern Pine Lumber Company).

 • More than 2,500 pages of Lufkin Foundry 

& Machine Company payroll ledgers (1902-1917) 

were scanned and added to the site this summer 

and more than 500 photographs were scanned this 

year. These resources join over 20,000 pages of 

Lufkin records already on our site.

 • Also added to our website this year were 

newspapers, including the Pineland Star (1958-

1959), Lufkin Daily News (1941), Diboll News 

Bulletin (1950’s) and selected Diboll Free Press 

features (1960’s).

 • At least a dozen new oral histories were 

collected and added to the website this year. 

Details are in the Accessions section, below.

ACCESSIONS

 • Oral histories collected this year include 

Dr. Larry Phillips, David Dolben, Buddy Lowery, 

John Ralph Pouland, Carol Riggs, Jim Riggs, Joe 

Hamrick (2), Cleveland Mark, Darryl Stanley, 

Greg Shrader, and Clayton Jircik.

 • In addition to the oral histories, there were 

39 archival accessions this year. They include 

architectural drawings from Goodwin-Lasiter-

Strong (1940’s-1960’s), Yellow Pine Lumber 

Company Financial Ledger from 1889, additions 

to the W. Temple Webber Family collections, 

Shearer Family photographs from the early 20th 

Century (these are the family photos of Marguerite 

Shearer, who married State Senator I. D. Fairchild; 

Marguerite’s father, Robert Shearer, was a mayor 

of Lufkin), Richard Donovan’s collection of East 

Texas conservation work, photos of 1910’s era 

Kennard and the 4-C sawmill between Kennard 

and Ratcliff, a few Ashford Family items, a 

scrapbook kept by a 1940 graduate of Diboll 

Jim Ligon visited us in June and was proud to have his daughters Diana and Mancha join 
him.

Murry Hammond, bassist 
for The Old 97’s and logging 
railroad historian, visited 
us several times this year, 
posing here with our Old 
Number 13 in April.

Students from the Diboll Housing Authority visited us this year, and here Louis Landers 
points out details in one of our statues in July.
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High School, tools from the M.C. Conner family 

(used to make cross-ties in the 1930’s), a collection 

of Lufkin Industries memorabilia from Frank 

Stevenson’s descendants, and a folder of material 

from Angelina & Neches River Railroad regarding 

the early years of Memorial Hospital.

 • Processing work continues in the Lufkin 

Industries Collection, with 1,213 personnel hours 

devoted this year and 3,246 expended during the 

past 28 months.

 • Collection highlights in the form of periodic 

news postings featured selections from our online 

collections this year, emphasizing Black History 

Month in February, Women’s History Month in 

March, and Thanksgiving in November.

 • Work on the upcoming cartography and 

mapping exhibit nears completion. To date, about 

90% of the maps have been selected, printed, 

encapsulated, and hung with about 70% of the 

identification and interpretive labels complete.

 • There were about 180 volunteer hours for 

the year, mostly by Patty Oltremari of Woodville 

and Carol Riggs of Lufkin.

VISITORS, RESEARCHERS, TOURS, AND 

OTHER OUTREACH

 • Our onsite visitors this year numbered about 

4,300. In-person researchers numbered 376 and 

staff provided additional assistance to at least 364 

research queries fielded mostly by email.

 • Staff provided guided tours to groups from 

Lufkin, Diboll, Livingston, Tyler, Georgia-Pacific, 

and General Electric.

 • Offsite programs were given to Sons of 

Confederate Veterans, Woodville Rotary Club, 

Angelina Chamber of Commerce.

Shirla Jones visited 
us in October during 
a Brandon Elementary 
third grade tour and 
brought a framed article 
about her great-great-
great grandfather, 
Walter Allen, written by 
our director Jonathan 
Gerland more than 16 
years earlier.

The Diboll Boys and Girls Club visited us during the year, and here Emily Hyatt dis-
cusses a 1924 Angelina County map, in July.

Patsy Colbert answers questions during a Diboll Housing Authority tour in July.
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Students from Diboll Junior High 
visited us in October and posed with 
our Engine 13 tender.

Cone and cardinal fl owers, coreopsis, and blue stem and gulf muhly grasses were among our native plants greeting staff and visitors with vibrant shows of color through 
most of the year. 
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