
Volume 15
December 2010



Jonathan K. Gerland
Director/Archivist

HistoryOUR HISTORY

One of the rewarding activities we perform while collecting, preserving, 
and exploring records of the past is utilizing our historical collections in 
exhibits.  Whether online or on-site, in-house exhibits are a great means to 
interpret our history in meaningful and interesting ways.  They also allow us 
the opportunity to highlight certain collections, which become effective tools 
themselves in fostering archival preservation through community interest and 
active participation.

This past year we created an exhibit on the history of public education 
in Angelina County, specifically featuring the years when the system of 
common school districts prevailed, from approximately the 1880s to the 1960s.  
A century ago there were no fewer than 87 common school districts in Angelina 
County.  Mostly rural, these decentralized districts and their country schools 
did far more than educate the children of their communities. In most cases, the 
school district and the community were one and the same, their 
stories inseparable.

In preparing the exhibit, which featured twenty-two panels of photographs 
and several exhibit cases of documents and artifacts, we drew heavily upon 
a record group that is rarely seen today—the records of the county school 
superintendent.  For Angelina County, although incomplete, these records 
comprise approximately 33 cubic feet and the bulk of them date between the 
1910’s and the 1960’s.  Generations past, present, and future owe much to those 
past individuals who preserved these records, which have been under 
The History Center’s care since 2004.

Because there was sufficient interest in the county school exhibit, I decided 
that parts of this history would carry over to this year’s Pine Bough, similar to 
the way our World War II exhibit carried over to the 2005 Pine Bough issue.  
Therefore we hope you enjoy this special county school history issue, but we 
also realize that like all interpretations, exhibits and magazines do not tell all the 
stories.  As I am fond of saying, exhibits are good to show what resources you 
have as well as what resources you don’t have. Thus, we also hope this issue will 
encourage new research as well as the discovery and preservation of 
additional records.

I wish everyone a rewarding and meaningful 2011 as we together collect, 
preserve and explore our history – for the benefit of present and future 
generations.

Jonathan K. Gerland
Diboll, Texas
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This has been true during Angelina County’s 
history and continues today under the Friday 
night lights and in the school classrooms 
throughout the county. The technology might 
have been simpler and the competition less intense 
in the past, but Angelina County residents have 
always wanted the best for their students.  The 
schools have been and will continue to be the 
heart of their community.
 As historians try to tell the story of the past 
and preserve the experiences of those who shaped 
their communities, local schools and their records 
provide a window into the lives of the people they 
served at the most basic level.  When using records 
from these institutions, historians are limited to 
those preserved through the years.  Fortunately, 
preservation minded Angelina County citizens 
recognized the importance of the county schools 
and their records and endeavored to save them.  
Among its many other collections, The History 
Center preserves these county school records and 
mounted an exhibit in February 2010 to showcase 
them.  In this issue, we continue the exhibit’s 
mission to tell the stories of the parents, students, 
teachers, and administrators who cared about 
Angelina County schools.

State vs. Local Control 
 From the beginning of the Republic through 
the Civil War, Texas schools were mostly rural, 
locally supported institutions.  

Throughout the latter half of the 19th century, the 
Texas government enacted and retracted several 
educational reforms and funding systems as 
politics and popular opinion shifted from local 
to state control and back again.1  Evidence of the 
reforms enacted in 1884 can be found in the 1885 
Angelina County School Registry that lists the 
county’s 55 schools, their trustees, the number of 
students expected to attend each school, and the 
money allocated for that school.  With this year’s 
reforms, legislators implemented a system with 
both state and local controls.  They created the 
Office of State Superintendent of Public Education 
and gave the office the job of supervising the 
schools, enacted laws that allowed for the creation 
of permanent districts and gave the citizens of 
those districts the right to elect trustees.  While 
adding this small bit of centralization, the new 
laws also allowed the rural school system to stay 
largely intact.  Known as common schools, the 
rural system still allowed for parental petition of 
community schools, but gave more discretion to 
the county judge to regulate the schools and hire 
the teachers.  Local districts also regained the right 
to levy taxes, but this was not mandatory, and in 
fact, many rural common districts were still parent 
and community supported without taxes.  
Urban and Independent schools received 
more oversight and funding, but for the rural 
schools, especially the schools in the 50 counties 
exempt from term-length requirements due to 

Angelina County Schools: 
Preserving the Heart of a Community

                   By: Emily Hyatt

In communities small and large, schools are given the task of educating local children 
and preparing them for their futures.  This, however, is only one of their functions, since the 
schools also provide a rallying point for community events and a focal point for community 
pride.  Just as the hearth is the heart of the home, a school is the heart of its community.
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the agricultural nature of these counties’ 
economies (which included Angelina 
County), the system left each school as a 
largely autonomous entity controlled by its 
local trustees and only partially answerable to 
county or state oversight.2

Independent Districts
 Independent districts were the solution 
to school funding and governance problems 
preferred by state education officials and 
reformers.  Common districts, controlled by 
county school boards and county officials, 
were wholly dependent on state and county 
appropriations for funding and could not 
(and were usually unwilling to, if able) levy 
taxes.  Independent districts, by definition, 
were mostly independent of county authority 
and levied their own taxes – answering only 
to state education officials.  This taxing 
ability allowed independent districts to build 
newer buildings, pay teachers higher wages, 
and improve their facilities and equipment.  
According to an address given by State 
Superintendent of Public Education Arthur 
Lefevre in 1904, independent districts, as a 

feature of their ability to tax, enjoyed “better 
local support” than common school districts.  
He decried the state of common, rural schools 
and the laws that kept them from improving 
themselves, lamenting the “cramping 
conditions imposed by the Constitution” and 
the “astonishing restrictions with which the 
law shackles the vast expanses of our rural life, 
the very foundation of the commonwealth.”  
County schools could combine rural school 
districts, but to Lefevre, even the “consolidating 
of absurd little districts” and thus concentrating 
more students (and the funding they brought 
with them from the state) in fewer schools was 
not enough to make up for their deficiencies 
when compared to the independent districts.3

 The state vs. local control issue was at the 
heart of the independent vs. common district 
divide, and it was through funding that the 
reformers could make their vision reality.  
A county rural school wholly dependent on 
state and county funds could not compete, 
in terms of school term length, teachers, 
buildings, or equipment with independent 
districts that were able to tax their larger 
populations and businesses.  

Attendees at a Teacher’s 
Convention at Angelina 
County courthouse, ca. 
1910’s. Longtime Angelina 
County teacher Mattie McCall 
Kinsolving is last on the right.  
At the beginning of the 20th 
century, Angelina County 
teachers attended Teacher’s 
Conventions and Institutes 
during school breaks, usually in 
September and December.  All 
county teachers were strongly 
encouraged, if not required to 
attend and participate in the 
meetings, which lasted a week 
and included speakers from 
out of town and workshops 
presented by their colleagues 
on such topics as “School 
Management: Proper and 
Improper Punishment,” 
“Language and Grammar,” 
“Mathematics: Subject of 
Fractions,” “What to do With the 
Abnormal Child.” 
Donor: Sarah Jane Thames.
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Even so, many small communities held onto 
their common schools as long as they could, 
supporting them as best they could.  Some 
families petitioned and were allowed to send 
their older children to the larger towns for 
high school, thus allowing them the benefit of 
the small community school as children and 
the technology and opportunities of the larger 
schools as teenagers.  Other families preferred 
the shorter school terms due to their agrarian 
lifestyles – shorter school terms meant the 
entire family could help with the fields.  
 Angelina County lagged behind many 
of the surrounding counties in forming 
independent school districts.  In 1898, 
Angelina County had no independent 
districts, a statistic it shared with Cherokee, 
Jasper, and San Augustine Counties, but 
Polk and Tyler Counties each had one 
independent district and Nacogdoches, 
Trinity, and Houston Counties each claimed 
two independent districts.  For the 1904 
to1905 school year (the school year prior to 
Lufkin’s first year as an independent district), 
Angelina, Jasper, and San Augustine still 
had no independent districts, but Cherokee 

had gained one, Tyler had two, Polk and 
Trinity had three, and Nacogdoches had four 
independent districts.4  
 Lufkin was the county’s first independent 
district, formed in 1905 through an act of the 
Texas Legislature.  The act creating the Lufkin 
Independent School District passed on April 
15, 1905 and became law that same day.  It 
defined the boundaries of the district and 
enumerated rules for electing trustees, hiring 
a superintendent, levying taxes, and dealing 
with debt.  The last section of the act (Sec. 
32) stipulated that the legislature must waive 
the customary three readings of the act, pass 
it immediately, and ensure that it took effect 
immediately.  The reason given for the quick 
legislative action was that the “deplorable 
condition of the public free schools within 
the territory …creates an emergency, and 
an imperative public necessity….”5  Burke 
became the second independent district 
sometime between early 1905 and early 1909, 
but was consolidated with Diboll in 1964.  
Hudson gained independent status in 1940, 
while Diboll and Zavalla followed in 1952, 
and Central followed in 1954.  

From the 1880’s through 1971, 
county government (in one form 

or another) held responsibility 
for administering, funding, and 
governing the Angelina County 
schools.   Some of the records 

from this time survived the 
changes in school governance 

and the changes in county record 
storage and are now held by 
The History Center.  Records 
include the 1885 Register of 

Orders Establishing School 
Communities, County School 

Board minutes from 1913-1971, 
registers of teachers’ certificates 

and contracts, school census 
and student registration cards, 
and some financial apportion-

ment records.
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The Accident School, ca. 1890’s, located approximately where the southern end of the Diboll 
Municipal Golf Course meets Arrington Street today.  Bottom row, left to right: Lee Massingill, 
Maud Arrington Kellow, Paralee Warner Stevens and Emmitt Massingill. Middle row, left to right: 
Debbie Massingill Perkins, William Warner, Jenny Warner, Teacher I.D. Fairchild, Willie Warner 
Wilmoth and Tobe Smith. Top row, left to right: Holly Warner, Nancy Prewitt Weeks, Minnie 
Arrington Green, Hobby Stovall, Doc Warner, Louisa Smith Warner, Ann Warner and 
Laura Massingill Warner. 

Teacher C. E. Brazil, second 
from the left on the porch, at the 
Zavalla School in about 1911. 
Brazil was twenty years old at 
the time.
Donor: Sarah Jane Thames.
 

Redland became independent in 1956, but no 
longer holds that status since its consolidation 
with Lufkin in 1970.  The Huntington district 
started out like many of the others as a rural 
school, gained independent status fairly early, 
but was reclassified as a Rural High School 
District in 1939.  It regained its independent 
district status in 1959.  

Consolidating Rural Schools
 Like most rural counties in Texas, small, 
rural, common schools dotted Angelina 
County maps from the mid-19th century 
until the middle of the 20th century.  These 
schools were the centers of their community, 
and the buildings sometimes served double 
duty as churches and community centers 
and polling places when school was not 
in session.  Because of the nature of Texas 
school regulations and financing laws, the 
parents and other community members 
were responsible for keeping the buildings in 
shape and ensuring that teachers and students 
had adequate supplies.  Many of the former 
students who attended the rural common 
schools in Angelina County recount their time 
in these buildings with fondness, reminiscing 
about teachers and students and community 
events that shaped their lives. 
(narrative continues on page 8)
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Alcedo (Elementary 7) 49

Alco (Elem. 7)  48

Baird (2 yr. high school) 16

Bayou Springs (Elem. 7) 2

Belview (Elem. 7)  9

Bethlehem (Elem.7)  31

Beulah (2 yr. h.s.)  38

Biloxi (2 yr. h.s.)  23

Boles (1 yr. h.s.)  36

Boykin (Elem. 7)  3

Burke (3 yr. h.s.)  Independent

Center (1 yr. h.s.)  20

Clawson  (3 yr. h.s.) 27

Concord  (1 yr. h.s.) 1

Cordaway Springs (1 yr. h.s.) 30

County Line*  A*

Crain (Elem. 7)  11

Diboll (4 yr. h.s)  40

Dunn (2 yr. h.s.)  32

Durant (2 yr. h.s.)  28

Ewing (Elem. 7)  see Rocky Hill

Fairview  (Elem. 7)  37

Fuller Springs (Elem. 7) 51

Gilliland Chapel (Elem. 7) 50

Homer (2 yr. h.s.)  15

Hudson (1 yr. h.s.)  33

Huntington (3 yr. h.s.) Independent

Johnson (1 yr. h.s.)  4

Julia Creek (Elem. 7) 7

Lala Hill (1 yr. h.s.)  44

Liberty* (2 yr. h.s.)  see Redland*

Little Hope (1 yr. h.s.) 18

Lufkin (4 yr. h.s.)  Independent

Manning (4 yr. h.s.)  12

McKendrie (Elem. 7) 22

Moffett (1 yr. h.s)  24

Naraway (Elem. 7)  49

Oak Flat (1 yr. h.s.)  47

Odell (1 yr. h.s.)  17

Olive (Elem. 7)  39

Ora (1 yr. h.s.)  10

Pine Valley (Elem.7)  35

Platt (1 yr. h.s.)  21

Plum Ridge (Elem. 7) 55

Pollok (3 yr. h.s.)  29

Prairie Grove (Elem. 7) 52

Providence (1 yr. h.s.) 45

Redland*   25*

Retrieve* (1 yr. h.s.)  13*

Rocky Hill (1 yr. h.s.) 19

Salem (1 yr. h.s.)  14

Saron (Elem. 7)  8

Shawnee Prairie (1 yr. h.s.) 43

Shawnee Switch*  see Retrieve*

Simpson (Elem. 7)  54

Sulphur Springs(2 yr. h.s.)  5

Trevathan (1 yr. h.s.) 34

Union*(2 yr. h.s.)  26*

Zavalla (3 yr. h.s.)  6

Alphabetical List of School Districts, 1924, showing grade classifications and district numbers
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A* County Line

1 Concord

2 Bayou Springs

3 Boykin

4 Johnson

5 Sulphur Springs

6 Zavalla

7 Julia Creek

8 Saron

9 Belview

10 Ora

11 Crain

12 Manning

13* Retrieve*

14 Salem

15 Homer

16 Baird

17 Odell

18 Little Hope

19 Rocky Hill or Ewing

20 Center

21 Platt

22 McKendrie

23 Biloxi

24 Moffett

25* Redland*

26* Union*

27 Clawson

28 Durant

29 Pollok

30 Cordaway Springs

31 Bethlehem

32 Dunn

33 Hudson

34 Trevathan

35 Pine Valley

36 Boles

NOTES
* County Line School District, partly located in Angelina County, was administered by Tyler county school boards.
* Liberty No. 25 became Redland No. 25 in 1924.
* Retrieve No. 13 is shown as Shawnee Switch on J.F. Davis’ 1924 map, contrary to official school records. 
* Union No. 26 was created in 1918 by combining Lone Star No. 26 and Mineral Springs No. 42.

37 Fairview

38 Beulah

39 Olive

40 Diboll

43 Shawnee Prairie

44 Lala Hill

45 Providence

47 Oak Flat

48 Alco

49 Alcedo or Naraway

50 Gilliland Chapel

51 Fuller Springs

52 Prairie Grove

54 Simpson

55 Plum Ridge

Independent Lufkin

Independent Burke

Independent Huntington

Numerical List of School Districts, 1924



Professor J. O. Satterwhite’s 
school at Liberty (Redland) in 

about 1908.  Satterwhite would 
serve two terms as county 
school superintendent and 

later he, along with his wife 
Eudora, founded the Satterwhite 

Business College in Lufkin. 
Donor: Sarah Jane Thames.
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 While these schools were good at fostering 
community spirit, they were not always the 
best places to prepare children for a world 
increasingly dependent on technology and 
interaction with the state, nation, and world at 
large.  It could be difficult to find well qualified 
teachers that would work at these rural schools 
for long periods of time and it was sometimes 
difficult for the local people to adequately 
fund the schools and their buildings.  This 
meant that children would sometimes have 
inconsistent school years and inadequate 
supplies, thus putting them at a disadvantage 
over their more urban contemporaries.  These 
problems, exhibited in many of the rural white 
schools, were only exacerbated in many of the 
rural African American schools.  Although the 
records are lacking, particularly for Angelina 
County’s African American schools, these 
communities had even fewer resources to 
support a school, which meant there were fewer 
African American schools.  These children, 
in many cases, attended schools much farther 
from their homes and with a much larger 
student to teacher ratio.6

 In order to begin to combat some of 
these inconsistencies and raise the quality of 
education in Texas (at least in white schools 
– racial inconsistencies would not be fully 
addressed until the Civil Rights movement 
in the 1960’s, when most Texas schools were 
ordered to racially integrate), reformers began 
to push for consolidation of rural schools.  
Some counties consolidated early and easily, 
some counties waited until the 1960’s to 
fully consolidate, and some counties, like 
Angelina County, had independent districts 

and consolidated districts alongside rural 
common districts for many years.  The 
consolidation movement picked up speed 
in Angelina County in the late 1920’s and 
the 1930’s, especially under the leadership 
of County School Superintendent Howard 
Walker.  While recognizing the importance of 
the rural schools to their communities (after 
all, he attended rural schools in Angelina 
County himself as a child), Mr. Walker 
realized that it was in the best interest of the 
county’s students to consolidate several of the 
smaller rural districts.  While he did not begin 
the initial process, he was a strong advocate 
for consolidation.  That process shaped the 
schools in Angelina County today.7 

 According to the minutes of the Angelina 
County School Board, school consolidation 
in Angelina County was a gradual process 
brought on by a number of factors.  In some 
cases, a rural school’s attendance declined so 
much that it could no longer support a school, 
in some cases parents asked to consolidate 
several schools in order to offer more 
opportunities for their children, and in some 
cases schools asked to consolidate with other 
schools in order to maintain their classification 
and justify adding grades to their campuses.  
Sometimes the community supported 
consolidation efforts and even pushed the 
school board to approve consolidation in time 
for the upcoming school term and sometimes 
parents and community members fought 
against consolidation.  It seems clear, from the 
county school board records and the memories 
of former students, that the school board did 
its best to balance the various concerns.  
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Teacher C. E. Brazil, far right, at 
the Pollok School in about 1913. 
According to county payroll 
records, Brazil earned $85 a 
month in 1913-1914 and $90 a 
month in 1914-1915. 
Donor: Sarah Jane Thames.

In the minutes, board members acknowledged 
the important roles the community schools 
played for local families, they acknowledged 
the need for some students to transfer to 
schools that offered different grade levels and 
opportunities than their local school, but they 
also tried to balance those instances with the 
need to keep an adequate number of students 
at the local schools.  The board also struggled 
with understanding the changing educational 
legislation, asking for legal opinions and 
even reversing themselves several times when 
it became clear that they took an action in 
an earlier meeting that they were no longer 
allowed to take under new laws. 8

 An examination of the semi-yearly school 
classification lists in the County School Board 
Minutes and Apportionment Records shows 
some of the statistics of consolidation. The 
information is incomplete between 1885, when 
there were 55 schools and 1904, when the 
county recorded 87 common school districts.  
By 1920, the records list 49 schools and then 
53 schools in 1925, but the number began 
to steadily decline as consolidation picked up 
speed with 42 schools in 1930, 35 schools in 
1935, and 24 schools in 1943. The decline in 
number of total schools continued into the 
1950’s with 22 schools in 1950 and 16 in 1955.
 While not presenting the entire picture 
regarding school consolidation, the county 
school board records provide an excellent 
snapshot of the official side of county school 
business, particularly the financial and 
consolidation issues.   Contained within 
the minutes are petitions for and against 
consolidation of rural schools, and in some 

cases these petitions concern the same school, 
with community members lined up on sides 
against one another.  For example, in July 
1926, Huntington, then an independent 
district, wanted to consolidate the common 
school districts of Homer, Retrieve, and Lala 
Hill into its high school.  The trustees of 
these schools and many of the community 
members did not want this consolidation, 
but the county board refused to stop the 
process once Huntington made it clear that 
the reason for consolidation was so they could 
obtain accreditation with the state board of 
education.  In December of that year, the 
three schools in question were reclassified as 1st 
through 6th grade elementary schools and their 
students were required to attend Huntington 
for subsequent grades.  In this instance, 
a larger school’s need for consolidation 
outweighed a local school’s desire to prevent 
consolidation.9

 Through the end of the 1920’s and into 
the 1930’s and 1940’s, consolidation followed 
the settlement patterns within the county and 
the growth of the towns.  In 1927, Gilliland 
Chapel and Crain were abolished because 
there were not enough students to support 
schools in these communities.  There was 
some question by the school board if they had 
the authority to do this, but after clarification 
from the state, these districts were abolished. 
The funds left in each school’s account were 
divided between Manning, Belview, Olive, 
Baird, Ora, Julia Creek, and Zavalla, which 
absorbed their few remaining students (listed 
as less than 20 for each school).10  
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The year 1928 saw more consolidations: the 
trustees of Bethlehem petitioned the board 
to consolidate with Hudson, Belview was 
annexed into Manning, and Zavalla attempted 
to consolidate Retrieve.  The minutes from 
this last episode contain competing petitions 
from the residents of Retrieve for and against 
consolidation.  The board later determined 
that due to clarification of a 1925 law, they 
were unable to decide on consolidation based 
on petitions.  Consolidation would now 
require a vote of the people.  Since Retrieve is 
listed as a school as late as 1935, it seems that 
the initial consolidation attempt failed.11

 Following World War II, Angelina 
County’s rural areas experienced the same 
depopulation trend as other areas across 
Texas.  The county remained largely rural, but 
more and more small rural communities were 
unable to support a school on their own.  
The county school board minutes reflect the 
concerns of parents and small communities 
who wanted the best for their children.  
In increasing instances, this meant the larger, 
better funded schools in the independent 
districts.  In 1952, Lufkin Independent 
School District annexed Boles, Homer, Fuller 
Springs, and Biloxi, growing to 4,335 students 
and covering 81.34 square miles.12  Everyone 
didn’t agree that independent districts and 
consolidation were the best choices for 

above:
In 1955, the Beulah school 

published this annual, 
celebrating their brand new 

school building.  The previous 
building was destroyed by a 

tornado the year before.  This 
publication celebrates the new 

building, the school, and the 
community of Beulah.  The 

school would later consolidate 
with Diboll I.S.D. in 1962. 

Donor: J.T. Hambrick.

right:
The Boles School,

1926-1927, located at the 
current site of the Hurricane 

Creek Wastewater Treatment 
Plant on Southwood Drive in 

Lufkin. Exact identifications are 
unknown. Some identified are 

Kelly Bennett, Leroy McDonald, 
Clarice Conner, J. T. McDonald 
and Teacher Laura Lee Burke.
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Angelina County students, however, and 
the records show some dissention as to the 
best course of action.  Even the first half of 
the 1960’s saw some contentious discussions 
concerning consolidation.  In 1960, Zavalla 
absorbed Concord, Saron, Sulphur Springs, 
Belview and Julia Creek without much 
controversy recorded at the meetings, but 
that same year, Fairview’s annexation by 
Lufkin was not approved after a community 
vote, with 47 voting for consolidation and 
67 voting against it.13  Controversy also 
surrounded the consolidation of Beulah, 
which joined Diboll in 1962, with parents 
arguing against consolidation, others calling 
for consolidation with Diboll, and still others 
who wanted consolidation with Lufkin 
instead.  The county school board persisted 
with the Diboll option, and Beulah students 
joined Diboll students in class that year.  
Marshall Capps joined the Diboll School 
Board as a representative from the Beulah 
area in order to ensure those parents that their 
concerns were heard in their new district.  
His tenure also coincided with the racial 
integration of Diboll’s schools, which began 
in 1965.14

Burke School, 1926-27.  The exact identifications of students in this photo are unknown. Believed to be among the students in the first row are: Woodrow McCarty, 
T.B. McKinney, (unknown first name) Spivey, and (unknown first name) Whitehead. In the second row are: Allen Waltman, Acie Vaughn, Charles Brannen, Gayle 
Simmons, (unknown first name) Cook, Woodrow Wood, Jim Arnold, Cleveland Waltman, Eugene Arnold, and Eugene Wright. In the third row are: Smith, Lee twin, 
(unknown first name) McCarty, (unknown first name) Whitehead, T. McCarty, (unknown first name) Williamson, M.B. Lee, M. Crawford, Tom Arnold and Leola Rush. 
Fourth row: Woodrow Lee, Albert Ferguson, (unknown first name) Dubose, (unknown first name) Pate, Ben Crawford, R. Townsend. In the fifth row are: (unknown 
first name) Crager, Williams, Smith girl, Lee twin, M.E. Brannen, Maxine McCarty (holding ball); Jeffery girl, Thompson, O. Courtney, Williams girl, Mrs. Loving 
(teacher) Miss Flossie Parish (teacher). Sixth row: Thompson girl, Ruth McKinney, Crawford twin, (unknown first name) Lee, (unknown first name) Blackstock, 
Williamson girl, (unknown first name) Lee, (unknown first name) Crager, B. Ivy, Earl Fisher, Lee boys, M. Ivy, and C.B. Dubose.

 The rural common school system officially 
endured in Angelina County (with many 
changes and regulations, particularly in 
the 1910’s, 1920’s, and 1930’s) until 1971, 
when the legislature, at the request of State 
Senator Charlie Wilson, abolished the office 
of Angelina County School Superintendent 
and the Angelina County School Board.  The 
county’s current independent districts (Lufkin, 
Diboll, Zavalla, Huntington, Hudson, and 
Central) were already in operation, and the 
law eliminated a layer of oversight that was 
no longer necessary, according to many in the 
community and the school board members 
themselves.  At that point, the county school 
board mainly handled the transportation needs 
for several districts, managing the buses, bus 
barn, and bus routes since there were no longer 
any common school districts in the county and 
they were no longer required to perform an 
annual census of county school children.  The 
board assured the legislature that each district 
could handle transportation issues on their 
own, and if the complaints from community 
members and the districts themselves are any 
indication, the county administrators were 
struggling to manage even that task and the 
districts were in a better position to handle 
their own transportation needs.15  
(narrative continues on page14)
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A member of Diboll High School’s graduating class of 1924, Elodie Miles (Edwards) returned to Diboll after attending teacher’s college.  
She poses here with her second grade class during the 1926-1927 school year.

Teacher J.W. Hogg of Diboll 
poses with his students in 

1907. Reported average daily 
attendance at this segregated 

school for Diboll’s black 
children was forty students. 

The school year then was 
seven months, beginning on 

September 30. According 
to Angelina County School 

Superintendent’s records for 
this time, Mr. Hogg received 

his diploma from Prairie 
View Normal Institute and 

held a lifetime teaching 
certificate. He was about 29 
years old at the time of this 

photograph.
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Marjorie Morris’ first through third grade classes at Diboll, 1925-1926. According to county teacher’s certificate records, Ms. Morris’ 3-year 
First Class Elementary Teaching Certificate was issued in August 1924 and was registered in Angelina County in September 1924.
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Records of African American Education
 Unfortunately, the county school records 
lack enough information about schools for 
Angelina County’s African American children 
to draw many concrete conclusions about 
their governance.  These schools are not 
consistently counted in the county school 
records until the 1940’s, are only briefly 
mentioned in previous years, and there is only 
one passing mention of desegregation.  From 
the minutes of the meetings, the County 
School board did not appear to spend much 
official time considering issues pertaining to 
Angelina County’s African American schools 
and their students.  Several instances stand 
out: a note at the end of the September 2, 
1925 list of county schools states that since 
Zavalla had no “colored” school, the 10 
African American children who should attend 
Zavalla schools would attend Sulphur Springs 
and their state funding would transfer to that 
school.  In 1945, the school classification 
lists include 5 African American schools – 
Central, Redland, Diboll, Huntington, and 
Lufkin.  As the records progress through 
the years, there is no mention of the civil 
rights movement or racial integration in 

J.M. and Adeline Hurdle at 
Prairie View College (now Prairie 

View A&M University).  Mr. 
Hurdle served as principal and 
taught, along with his wife, at 
Diboll’s segregated school for 

African-American children from 
1918-1938.  The husband-wife 

team was not uncommon at 
Diboll’s black school: after the 

Hurdle’s 20 years of service, the 
Davis’s, Bradley’s, Kenyon’s, and 

Massey’s served as principals 
and teachers.  

Lufkin’s Lucky Ward School, ca. 1920’s.  This school was located on Chestnut Street until a new 
six-room stucco building was built in September 1923 on Leach Street. It was renamed Dunbar 

School at that time and served grades one through nine with Principal N. C. Branon, and teachers 
Melinda Garrett, Minnie Johnson, and Annie (Henz) Penson.

Photo courtesy of Museum of East Texas Collections
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these particular records, though it is possible 
that these were issues left to the independent 
districts to handle.  There is only one mention, 
in July 1965, stating that African American 
students should receive credit for classes 
taken in Lufkin schools when they attend 
the newly desegregated districts of Central, 
Huntington, and Redland in the school year 
1965-1966.16  Some of the omissions can be 
explained by the nature of the records – the 
county school board and superintendent 
only kept records for the county schools, not 
for the independent school districts.  As the 
county’s oldest independent district, Lufkin is 
rarely mentioned in this record group, which 
means its historic African American schools 
– Lucky Ward and Dunbar, for example, are 
not recorded.  An examination of Lufkin’s 
records might yield more information about 
these schools.  This doesn’t fully explain the 
missing county records, however, since the 
county supervised and supported several 
African American schools through the years, 
particularly in Diboll, Redland, Pollok, and 
Manning.  From the records available, it is 
unclear if the county school board and the 
county school superintendent kept separate 
records for the African American schools or 

Lucky Ward School Graduating 
Class, early 1920’s. Teacher 
Minnie B. Johnson looks out from 
the window while Principal N.C. 
Branon and Patron Jim Uteley 
pose on the second row, farthest 
to the left. Photo Courtesy 
Museum of East Texas Collections.

if teachers and community leaders were left to 
run the schools without much official oversight.  
There are, however, some records of African 
American teachers in the financial and payroll 
records, as well as in the volumes recording all 
of the teachers and their teaching certificates.  
Diboll’s African American school, known 
from the early 1940’s as H.G. Temple School, 
existed as far back as 1904 and probably started 
even earlier.  The History Center is always 
collecting records that document this school 
and has interviewed many former students for 
the oral history collection.  Diboll’s African 
American schools were often led by married 
couples – James Monroe and Adeline Hurdle 
(1918-1938) were followed by William and 
Jessie Davis (1938-1940), Charles O’Neal and 
Eddie Mae Bradley (1940-1949), Harry and 
Mattie Kenyon (1949-1953) and Willie and 
Louise Massey (1953-1976).  Former students 
all speak highly of these couples, mentioning 
both husbands and wives as integral parts of 
their growing up years.  While most of the 
county’s schools, white and black, were small 
schools with a high student to teacher ratio, the 
African American schools usually had a higher 
ratio and their students may have had the same 
teachers for most, if not all, of their education.
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 Without many records, historians cannot, 
at present, draw detailed conclusions about 
African American education in Angelina 
County.  There seem to have been schools for 
African American children for much of the 
county’s history – in 1885, at least 8 of the 55 
county schools were for black children.  The 
superintendent’s financial records contain 
pay records for all teachers, and some years 
the black teachers’ pay records are separate 
from the white teachers’ and they are labeled 
as such.  In other years, they are not, but by 
comparing the pay scale between the races 
and checking them against census records it 
is possible to make an educated guess which 
schools continued to pay African American 
teachers.  With just a few other remarks 
in this record group, these are all of the 
official records of Angelina County’s African 
American schools, their students, and their 
teachers.  The process of administering the 
schools, their relationship with the county 
school board and superintendent, and the 
minutiae of everyday issues within the schools 
will remain a mystery until more records come 
to light.

Students at Diboll’s H.G. Temple School work in their homemaking class in 1955.  Homemaking 
was an important component of the curriculum, so important that in the 1940’s, as Diboll’s black 
school worked to gain accreditation as a high school and not just a standardized elementary 
school, the state required administrators to develop a homemaking program.  The community 
raised $500 for homemaking equipment and Southern Pine Lumber Company matched their 
fundraising efforts dollar for dollar.

The Frazier sisters, Alverta, Wilhelmenia, and Rose, along 
with 10 of their siblings attended Vernon (also known as 

County Line) School between about 1920 and the 1940’s. 
Alverta began to teach school in Angelina County, at 

Camp Nancy, in 1929, before becoming a County Home 
Demonstration Agent in Smith and Polk counties. Although 
partly located in Angelina County in the Boykin Settlement 

area (the schoolhouse was near the flooded rock quarry 
known as Blue Hole, in Jasper County), the Vernon-County 

Line district was, and the region remains today, a part of the 
Colmesneil School district in Tyler County.

 Photo by Jonathan Gerland.

Telling the Stories
 While the records of Angelina County and its schools are not complete and cannot ever tell the whole story by themselves, 
they do provide a glimpse into a time when the county’s citizens wrestled with how to fund and administer the education of the 
county’s children.  They present a picture of citizens doing their best to work with their limited funds, their limited knowledge 
of the ever-changing Texas education statutes, and a rural area with students spread out in long-established communities.  
Although the particulars have changed, today’s school administrators still face the same issues.  There are more stories in these 
school records, more lessons to learn from the problems and solutions of the past – they are waiting for anyone who wants to 
delve into their depths. 



Both the white and black schools in 
Diboll celebrated Mayday.  Elodie 
Miles Edwards included the top photo 
in her scrapbook, showing grades 
1-3 at the May Fete, ca. 1927.  In the 
bottom photo, taken from the 1990 
H.G. Temple Alumni Book, students at 
Diboll’s H.G. Temple school wrap the 
may pole, ca. 1938-1940.  Professor 
Davis was the school principal at 
this time, and his children are in 
this group.  Pictured left to right: 
Laura Mac (?), Rosa Lee Slaughter, 
Alberta (Garrett), Roberta Sexton, 
Ruby (Phillips), Joy Mae Williams, 
Lois Lee Phillips, Jerline Rodgers, 
Areena Simmons, Gertrude Jennings, 

Matha Casey, Edna 
Ruth Jackson, Vera 
King, Laura Jennings, 
Unknown, Denise, 
Alice Davis, Unknown, 
Dorothy Rae Spencer.
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1For overviews of the evolution of early Texas attitudes toward education and the changes in education legislation and funding, see Gene B. Preuss, To Get a Better School 
System: One Hundred Years of Education Reform in Texas (College Station: Texas A&M University, 2009) and the beginning chapters of Thad Sitton and Milam C. Rowold, 
Ringing The Children In: Texas Country Schools (College Station: Texas A&M University, 1987).
2Preuss, 14-15; Sitton and Rowold 8-10; County Judges School Record (Angelina County), 1885, County School Records, 2005:008, The History Center, Diboll, Texas.
3“Lefevre on Rural Schools,” Dallas Morning News (Dalllas), 04 January 1904, p.10.
4“Texas Public Schools: Apportionment of the Fund for 1898-99 by the Board of Education,” Dallas Morning News (Dallas), 02 October 1898, p. 17 and “Money for Each 
District,” Dallas Morning News (Dallas) 31 October 1904, p. 9.
5Shannon, O.K.,  General Laws of The State of Texas Passed by the Twenty-Ninth Legislature at its Regular Session Convened January 10, 1905 and Adjourned April 15, 1905 and its 
First Called Session Which Convened April 15, 1905 and Adjourned May 14, 1905 (Austin: The State Printing Company, 1905), pp.152-159.
6According to the 1885 Angelina County School Registry, 8 of the county’s 55 schools served African American children.  County School Superintendent Records from 1917-
1919 show payment to African American teachers in 11 schools, but by 1923-1924, only 2 schools are confirmed to have African American teachers – Manning and Diboll.  
Redland and Pollok may have still had African American teachers, but their race is not noted in the pay records – although the pay scales would indicate that there may have 
been African American teachers at those schools.  See County Judges School Record (Angelina County), 1885, County School Records, 2005:008, The History Center, Diboll 
Texas; County School Superintendent Records (Angelina) 1917-1919, County School Records, 2005:008, The History Center, Diboll, Texas; County School Superintendent Records 
(Angelina) 1923-1929, County School Records, 2005:008, The History Center, Diboll, Texas.
7Preuss, 26-27; Howard Walker, Memoirs of Howard Walker and Other Trivia (Lufkin: Lufkin Kiwanis Club, 1992).
8Minutes of the County School Board, 1917-1931,  particularly the years 1926-1927, pp. 79-114.
9Minutes of the County School Board, 1917-1931,  particularly the years 1926-1927, p. 84.  There is evidence that this partial consolidation with Huntington was not 
permanent, which would not have been unusual in any of the common rural districts as county officials reclassified campuses to account for fluctuations in the number of 
students.  
10Minutes of the County School Board, 1917-1931,pp. 106-109.
11Minutes of the County School Board, 1917-1931,pp. 120-159.
12Minutes of the County School Board, 1943-1954 ,pp. 130-133.
13Minutes of the County School Board, 1943-1954 , pp. 90-94.
14Marshall Capps, interview by Jonathan Gerland, 3 February 2010, interview 189a, transcript, Oral History Collection, The History Center, Diboll, Texas, p.4.
15Minutes of the County School Board, 1965-1971, pp. 82-92.  In 1971, the Texas Legislature passed Senate Bill 347, introduced by Charles Wilson “that abolished the office of 
Angelina County School Superintendent and Angelina County School Board, effective on August 31, 1971”p. 89.
16See Minutes of the County School Board (Angelina), 1917-1931, County School Records, 2005:008, The History Center, Diboll, Texas, p. 69-70; Minutes of the County School 
Board (Angelina), 1943-1954, County School Records, 2005:008, The History Center, Diboll, Texas;  Minutes of the County School Board (Angelina), 1965-1971, County 
School Records, 2005:008, The History Center, Diboll, Texas, p. 8.  The only reference to racial integration states that the board wants “approval be given for transfer of ADA 
earned by Negro transfer students in Lufkin schools during 1964-1965, to the respective desegregated home districts of Central, Huntington, and Redland.” 

ENDNOTES



Howard Walker in about 1935. Photo courtesy of Steve and 
Shirley Reynolds.
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By Emily Hyatt and Patsy Colbert

 If there is one fact that is made clear 
by the County School Superintendent’s 
Records, it is that Angelina County students 
have long had advocates throughout the 
county in their government, schools, and 
communities.  Many adults ran for school 
offices, volunteered to be trustees, drove 
buses, and passionately argued on behalf 
of the county’s children.  One of the most 
passionate Angelina County educators and 
administrators was longtime County School 
Superintendent Howard Walker.  He began 
his education in Angelina County and 
eventually left his mark on all of the county 
schools.   Born in 1894, Mr. Walker started 
school in the 4th grade at Cordaway Springs, 
a small rural school in the northwest part of 
Angelina County.  The Walker family moved 
around Angelina County, and he finished 
school at Burke in 1912 before starting 
college that fall in Huntsville at Sam Houston 
Normal Institute (now Sam Houston State 
University).  

He attended school in Huntsville off and 
on until finishing his teaching requirements 
in 1917 and then returned to receive his 
bachelor’s degree in 1923.1

 Mr. Walker taught in Angelina County 
at Dunn and Redtown from 1914 to 1918.  
He joined the Navy in 1918, serving through 
the end of World War I.  After his stint in 
the Navy, Walker worked in several jobs, 
including sign painter, teacher at a San 
Antonio military academy, and working for 
an electrical company in California.  He 
returned to the Pineywoods and his career 
in education in 1924 with a job in Richland 
Parish, Louisiana, where he married Ethel 
Cruse.  In 1925, the Walkers returned to 
Texas, living in San Augustine where Howard 
took a job as Principal of San Augustine High 
School.  He had always been interested in 
the administrative aspects of education and 
desired to impact a county educational system, 
so during his tenure in San Augustine, he ran 
for and won the elected position of Angelina 
County School Superintendent, starting his 
first term in that office in 1926. 2 

Howard 
Walker:

 Angelina County
Educator and Historical 

Preservationist



Howard Walker, far right, presents historical photos of Angelina County schools to Brenda Russell of the T.L.L. Temple Memorial Library and Archives in 
June 1986. With them is Paul Durham, editor of the Diboll Free Press.
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 It is for his time as County School 
Superintendent that Howard Walker is most 
remembered in Angelina County, and his two 
terms in office, 1926 to 1930 and 1934 to 
1938, were pivotal times in the development 
of the county’s schools.  The county’s rural 
schools were much loved institutions, but were 
struggling in the Depression-era economy.  
With the changing technology of the times, 
the scattered and irregular rural common 
schools needed reform.  Mr. Walker saw this, 
and facilitated the move toward consolidation 
of many of the county’s rural common schools.  
He valued the sense of community these 
schools gave to their rural areas, but wanted 
the best for the county’s students.  Mr. Walker 
also valued his role as overseer of the county’s 
schools and recorded his visits to each school 
and his interactions with students, teachers, 
and trustees.3

 Howard Walker believed the county’s 
schools were important to the county’s future, 
but he also believed their records were an 
important link to the county’s past.  

He had always been 
interested in the 
administrative aspects of 
education and desired 
to impact a county 
educational system, so 
during his tenure in San 
Augustine, he ran for and 
won the elected position 
of Angelina County 
School Superintendent, 
starting his first term in 
that office in 1926. 
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Howard Walker, identified by an arrow in the top row, was a student at the Cordaway Springs School in 1909, when this photo was made. Notes typed 
and pasted to the vintage pressboard mount identify the persons in the photo as, top row, from left, Bennie Monk, Sam Russell (principal teacher), 
Tommie Chestnut, Vera Chestnut, Mattie Manley, Lester Jordan, Claud Walker, Corbett Jordan, Henry Jordan, Howard Walker, Loy Red, Wiley 
Jordan, Clara Russell (teacher); middle row, from left, Fannie Martin, Ola Goodwin, Ellie Choate, Pauline Durham, Viola McAdams, Medford Red, 
Jackson Jordan, Ethel Warner, Exa Chestnut, Hester Jordan, Maggie Walker, Woodie Jordan, Randy Chestnut, Luther Goodwin; bottom row, from 
left, Bessie Goodwin, Roy Red, Daughter of Myrtie Jordan, Hazel Jordan, Gena Walker, Billie Durham, Timothy Durham, Eddie Choate, Melvin Red.

Howard Walker made inspection visits to thirty-
nine county common schools in January and 

February 1927. This is a page from a notebook 
he kept during those visits, visiting Diboll as his 

second to last stop, noting it as the “best school.” 
Among other things, he noted the school was 

having chapel in general assembly and there was 
a lighted basketball court.
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Many of the historic records available for 
use today are only available because Howard 
Walker saw their value and made sure other 
like-minded residents knew they existed 
and fought for their preservation.  
 The 37 photographs that follow are a 
record of part of the consolidation process.  
Mostly taken during the 1930’s, these 
photos show the buildings and grounds of 
many of the schools that would soon be 
consolidated.  Many would close and their 
students would be bused to larger schools, 
while some would receive additional 
buildings and students, and still others 
were new schools, like Central, built to 
accommodate several rural districts that 
would become one new, larger district.  

Since the district numbers changed several 
times over the years, the ones used here are 
from the early 1930’s.  Consult the 1924 
map on page 6 for their location.
 These photographs, copies of which 
were given to the T.L.L. Temple Memorial 
Library by Howard Walker in 1986, with 
original prints donated to The History 
Center by the Angelina County Historical 
Commission in 2004, remain as sepia 
toned reminders of a time in Angelina 
County’s past when schools were smaller, 
life moved at a slower pace, and the students 
in communities with names like Retrieve, 
Cordaway Springs, Baird, and Gilliland 
Chapel attended small schools and received 
the best education their community 
could provide.

Baird (Ball Hill) School No. 16
Founded shortly before 1900, Baird was classified as a two year high school by 1919 and as a three year high school by 1930. By 1961, it was only an elementary school 
and was one of the last remaining common school districts in the county.

Endnotes

1   See Howard Walker, Memoirs of 
Howard Walker and Other Trivia (Lufkin: 
Kiwanis Club, 1992), pp. 27-35.

2  Walker, pp. 39-44, 56-65

3  Walker, pp. 69-83; County (Angelina) 
School Superintendent Visitation Records, 
1927, County School Records, 2005:008, 
The History Center, Diboll, Texas.
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Beulah School No. 38
The first school at Beulah began about 1903 and was taught in a church building until 1917, when the state approved money to build a school house in every community 
with at least 21 children. Beulah was classified as a one year high school in 1919 and as a two year high school by 1930. While class was in session in 1954, a tornado 
destroyed the building pictured here. The community built a new building, but Beulah School District consolidated with Diboll in 1962.

Biloxi School No. 23
Biloxi School was located three miles east of Lufkin in the small community of Biloxi. It consisted of one three-room schoolhouse and was classified as a one year 
high school in 1919 and as a two year high school by 1930.  Lufkin Independent School District annexed this school in 1951 and elementary students were bused to 
Herty School.
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Boles School No. 36
Located three miles south of Lufkin, Otto Brittain was a teacher here about 1915. The school was classified as a one year high school in 1919 and 1930.  In 1939, Boles 
School was annexed to the Lufkin Independent School District. In 1951, the school building was moved to the Kurth campus to eliminate the use of U.S. Army barracks 
from Camp Swift, Bastrop. 

Burke School
The Burke community was established in 1882 with the coming of the Houston East & West Texas railroad, and the school began shortly after, although it was known as 
Bradley Prairie in the 1885 school records. There is evidence to suggest that Burke became an independent district sometime between 1905 and 1910, but there are no 
records to confirm an exact date. In 1910, a bond was approved to erect a brick schoolhouse for grades 1 through 7. Burke was classified as a one year high school in 
1917, a three year high school in 1919, and a two year high school in 1930. This two-story brick building was torn down in 1935 and replaced with a larger schoolhouse 
built with Works Progress Administration funds. Burke ISD consolidated with Diboll ISD in 1964.
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Center School No. 20
One of the county’s older school districts, Center was included in the 1885 School Registry and was located between Huntington and Rocky Hill. It was also known as 
Rocky Springs. Classified as a one year high school from at least the 1910’s through 1942, Center was listed as having no students in 1944, according to county school 
board minutes.

Central School No. 3
Central Common School District was formed in January 1930 when four schools, Clawson, Durant, Allentown (Old Union) and Pollok consolidated into a new district.  
That year the school was classified as a four year high school.   Part of the Simpson district and the Red Town district joined Central in the 1930’s (the remainder of 
Simpson joined the Wells district in Cherokee County).  The school started with one building that had a combination auditorium and basketball court that was also used 
for a lunch room. In 1939 with the help of federal aid, a second building was constructed. Central became an independent district in 1954.
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Central Ward School
After the creation of Lufkin Independent School District in 1905, a school building was built on First Street and Paul. It had two stories and ten rooms but no restrooms, 
although they were added later.  It was called Central School and housed grades one through ten. In the fall of 1913, after a new high school opened, this elementary 
school became known as Central Ward Elementary for grades one through seven and served students living east of the Southern Pacific tracks and north of Lufkin Avenue. 
Children on the west side of town went to school in the basement of the new high school and two rooms on the first floor; this school was called West Side Grammar 
School. Central Ward School was located at the present site of the Pitser Garrison Civic Center. 

Concord School No. 1
The Concord community held school in a church building until they built this structure in 1929. About 1945 this building burned and a new one was built that served 
grades one through seven; Concord’s older students attended Zavalla. In 1959, Concord School consolidated with Zavalla.
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Cordaway Springs School No. 30
Another early school from the School Registry of 1885, Red Town, also known as Cordaway Springs, was located about five miles south of Pollok. It was classified as a 
one year high school in 1919, but was only an elementary school (through the seventh grade) in 1930. The school consolidated with Central School District in the fall of 
1939.  

Diboll School No. 40
The Diboll school system began about 1894. The original school building burned about 1909, but the community soon constructed a new building. Diboll was classified as 
a three year high school in 1919 and a four year high school by 1922. Diboll was a common school district until 1952 when it became independent. All grades remained 
on one campus until construction of the high school in 1953. (A new school for Diboll’s African American students also was constructed in 1953). By the early 1960s, Pine 
Valley, Prairie Grove, Burke, Olive, and Beulah had consolidated with Diboll. The building in this photo was located on the grounds of the current Diboll Primary School.
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Durant School No. 28
Durant was a small sawmill town between 1909 and the late 1920’s. According to school records from 1924, the county school at Durant was classified as a two year high 
school. Durant consolidated with Clawson, Allentown, and Pollok schools to form the new Central District in 1929.

Fairview School No. 37
Fairview’s first school term in 1898 was five months long and served students from a wide rural area. The community built a two-room schoolhouse in 1917 and enlarged 
it by adding a cafeteria and an auditorium in the late 1940’s. It was classified as a one year high school in 1919 but only as an elementary school in 1930. Fairview 
consolidated with Lufkin Independent School District in 1963.
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Homer School No. 15
Homer, one of the oldest settlements in the county, was the county seat of government from 1858 to 1892. According to an 1885 county school registry, there were at 
least four racially segregated schools organized in Homer at that time, including one for African Americans. After transfer of the county seat from Homer to Lufkin in 1892, 
Homer’s population gradually declined and so did the number of school children. In 1926, Homer’s upper grade students were consolidated with Huntington High School, 
so Huntington could obtain state accreditation. Then in 1952, all of the Homer districted was annexed by Lufkin I.S.D.

Hudson School No. 33
Hudson’s first school dates from the early 1890’s, and since that date classes were held in several locations. By 1919, Hudson was classified as a one year high school 
and as a four year high school by 1930.  The Hudson Consolidated School District began sometime after 1927, with six acres of donated land and two new buildings. 
Classes began in these new buildings in 1928. In 1930, a duplicate brick building and a bus barn were added. Over the years, county schools Narroway, Dunn, Trevathan, 
Bethlehem, Providence, Wallace Chapel, Chancey Switch, Peavy Switch and Happy Hour were all consolidated into the Hudson district.
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Huntington School No. 41
Huntington Common School District was created in 1901. The two story brick building was constructed in 1914 and the stucco building was constructed in 1925. 
Huntington was classified as a four year high school by 1930.  Although earlier it had been an independent district, it was reclassified as Huntington Rural School District in 
1939. Huntington regained its independent district status in 1959.

Kurth Ward School
In 1921 Lufkin’s Kurth School, named for E.L. Kurth, was built on Raguet Street and in January 1922 students from West Side Grammar School were transferred to the 
new building. By 1947 enrollment had increased so rapidly that U.S. Army barracks from Camp Swift, Bastrop had to be placed on the campus. In 1951, the Moffett school 
building and the Boles school building were moved to the Kurth campus to eliminate the use of the army barracks as classrooms. 
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Lala Hill School No. 44
This school was located three miles south of Huntington and was classified as an elementary school in 1919 and as a two year high school in 1930. Lala Hill consolidated 
with Huntington in 1939.

Little Hope School No. 18
Little Hope school was classified as a one year high school in 1919 and 1930, but consolidated with Huntington School District in 1939.



31De c e m b e r 2010

Lufkin High School 
In 1913, Lufkin built a new high school on Ellis and Raguet Streets, adding the eleventh grade. In 1939 that building became Lufkin’s first Junior High School when a new 
high school opened on Raguet Street.

Manning School No. 12
The first school at Manning was built in 1907 and was a two-story bungalow, with more buildings added through the years to accommodate the growing population of the 
Carter-Kelley Lumber Company company town. In 1919 and 1930 Manning was classified as a three year high school and consolidated Belview in 1929. After the mill plant 
burned in 1935, the community slowly declined, but the school remained open for several more years as an elementary school serving grades one through seven.
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McKendrie (or McKendree) School No. 22
Included in the 1885 School Registry, McKendrie was known for having one of the best equipped sanitary drinking systems in the county schools. The school was 
classified as an elementary school in 1919 and 1930, but closed in 1935

Moffett School No. 24
Common School District #24 included the earlier schools of Berry, Gravely Ridge and Platt. About 1920, trustees moved the school to a new location, building a new brick 
building and moving one of the original buildings to the new location. Moffett was classified as a one year high school in 1919 and a two year high school in 1930. In the 
early 1930’s, a large gymnasium that contained a cannery, a shop and a bed making class, was added. In 1935, six new classrooms were added. In 1937, the trustees 
voted to make this school a nine grade school. Tenth and eleventh grades students would transfer to Lufkin.
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Oak Flat School No. 47
This school was organized in 1885 and was classified as one year high school in both 1919 and 1930. In 1939 it was consolidated with the Huntington 
Rural High School District. 

Odell School No. 17
This school was established in 1885 in the community’s Baptist church building and involved the transfer of students from Robb’s Ranch School. The school moved 
several times during its history. In 1919 Odell was classified as one year high school and by 1930 it was a two year high school. Following a school building fire caused by 
wood heaters, Odell consolidated with Huntington in 1939.
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Olive School No. 39
Olive was classified as an elementary school in 1919 and 1930, and consolidated with Beulah in 1937.

Ora School No. 10
Classified as a one year high school in 1919 and a two year high school in 1930, Ora consolidated with Huntington in 1944. During County School Superintendent Howard 
Walker’s inspection visit in January 1927, he noted Ora’s “teachers seemed not to be interested in school as they should be.”
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Pine Valley School No. 35
This school was organized in 1906 when enrollment at Ryan Chapel School had outgrown its facilities and the school was divided. Classes were held at the Pine Valley 
church until a new school building for grades one through seven was erected in 1919. Pine Valley students transferred to Diboll in about 1947.

Prairie Grove School No. 52
This school began in the 1880’s using a community church building until 1921, when the county acquired land and built a new two-room schoolhouse. Records show 
Prairie Grove was classified as an elementary school in 1930 and disbanded and consolidated with Diboll in 1948. 
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Redland School No. 25
Redland School was known earlier as Liberty School, which was organized by 1885. By 1924, Redland had consistently replaced the word Liberty in official records. Brick 
construction of the school buildings began about 1914, with additions constructed in later years as needed. Redland was classified as a two year high school in 1919 and 
as a three year high school in 1930. Redland consolidated with Lufkin in 1970, the last independent school district to merge with another independent district in 
Angelina County.

Retrieve School No. 13
Retrieve, also known as Shawnee Switch, was a sawmill and railroad community just southeast of Huntington beginning in the early 1900’s. Records show that Retrieve’s 
higher grade students consolidated with Huntington High School in 1926, so Huntington could obtain state accreditation.  By 1939 all of Retrieve had consolidated with the 
Huntington district.
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Rocky Hill School No. 19
Rocky Hill was included in the 1885 School Registry. Rocky Hill was classified as an elementary school in 1919, but by 1930 it was considered to be a three year high 
school, when it absorbed students from Alco.

Salem School No. 14
Salem’s exact beginning date is unknown, but county school records from 1919 and 1930 indicate it was classified at those times as a one year high school. In 1939 Salem 
consolidated with Huntington Rural High School District.
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Saron School No. 8
Saron was classified as a one year high school in 1919. In September 1943, the county school board could not acquire qualified teachers for this school, so they closed it.

Shawnee Prairie School No. 43
The community of Shawnee Prairie is one of the oldest in Angelina County, and its school was organized by 1885, being included in the county School Registry of that year. 
It was classified as an elementary in 1919 and as a two year high school in 1930.  It consolidated with Manning School in 1940 as an elementary school and closed 
in 1952.
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Simpson School No. 54
Simpson Common School District formed in 1920, dividing part of Cordaway Springs No. 30. It was classified as an elementary school in 1930, when part of the district 
was transferred to the Wells district, in neighboring Cherokee County. The remainder of the Simpson district combined with Central Common School District in 1939.

Zavalla School No. 6
Zavalla Common School District began about 1900. The first school was built of lumber and had two rooms. In the 1920’s  the community built a two-story brick building 
and added a new high school building in 1925. In 1919 it was classified as a two year high school, but had grown to a four year high school by 1930. In 1952, Zavalla 
became an independent district.
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1885 School Community 
Orders and Statistics, 

Angelina County
One of the earliest known records of Angelina County schools, this 1885 School Registry gives a detailed glimpse into 

the education of Angelina County’s children in the latter part of the 19th Century.  It also firmly places the county into 

the larger context of statewide education reform and the rural and common schools movement.  This book contains the 

registration records for each of the county’s 55 schools, both white and black: the name of the school and its location, the 

names of each school’s trustees, the number of pupils attending each school, and the amount of money allocated to each 

school.  The county judge, J.T. Maroney, signed each registration.  The latter pages of the record book contain the names 

and pay records for many of the county’s teachers – it is not an exhaustive record, but it is a good record of who taught 

at which school, the length of time they taught at that school, and how much the county paid them.  Of the 55 schools 

listed in this record book, it appears that 47 were white schools and 9 schools educated the county’s African American 

Children.  There were 1406 students enrolled in the county schools and officials allocated a total of $11,189.93 to fund 

their education, which comes out to $7.95 per student. 

Number Name Location Petitioners/Trustees Pupils Money
1 Homer Homer Baptist Church J.C. Everitt, W.G. Chancy, S.A. Haygood 30 $219.00

2 Free Will (Negro) Lufkin Square (Squire) Long, Thos. Williams, Steve Starks 43 $335.75

3 Wallace Chapel Wallace Chapel M.W. Jordan, Jesse Bonner, and E.D. Evans 42 $306.30

4 Temperance Grove Stanley Church Sam Brown, A.B. Cochran, J.B. Cochran 13 $231.40

5 Center Center Church B.F. Nerren, M. Beheller, W.L. Sisson 26 $195.80

6 Robinson Half Moon Prairie J. M. Hawkins, J.F. Robinson, M. Carter 11 $118.95

7 Pine Grove (or Prairie 
Grove)

Pine Grove Church House Y.I. Prewett, W.M. Spivy, W.R. Conner 19 $161.30

8 Friendship Friendship Church House J.A. Brewer, Y.R. Fenley, H.H. Allen 42 $316.85

9 Bodan Bodan Church House William Chancy, G.W. Chancy, James Duce 23 $167.90

10 Havard Havard School House James K. Sargent, H.H. Havard, W.N. Allen 19 $210.60

11 Sulphur Springs Sulphur Springs Church J.W. Barge, A.S. Havard, R.T. Lock (replaced by J.R. 
Cryer)

20 $146.00

12 Oak Flat Oak Flat Church W.M. Forest, W.B. Scarbrough, W.F. Cassell 19 $146.60

13 Procella Creek J.B. Allens Place J.M. Sapp (replaced by Willson Dus), J.B. Allen, J.A. 
Reynolds

23 $167.90

14 Cedar Grove (Negro) Keltys Mills Jacob Roberts, Mike Allbritton, Will Roberts 22 $202.60

15 Union (Negro) Isaac Knighton’s Bynum Johnson, Isaac Knighton, Emmanuel Futch 30 $219.00

16 Lufkin Lufkin W.L. Denman, Joseph Kerr, J.A. Abney 60 $438.00

17 Cedar Creek Union Church G.D. Russell, J.W. Smith, C.B. Powell 29 $211.70
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18 Crawford Creek Calhoune Chapel E.S. McCall, N.P. Yarbrough, Benj. Nelson 27 $219.30

19 Bradley Prairie Burke Station A. Arrington, B.T. McCarty, S.J. Havard 81 $591.83

20 Baker’s Wells Baker’s Wells Samuel Forrest, B.A. Jones, Henry Collier 22 $163.50

21 Hickory Grove Pilgrim’s Refuge Church House Thos. I. Carrell, James Treadwell, Thos. Sullivant 27 $197.10

22 Harmony Hill Harmony Hill W.J. Massingill, W.W. Hopper, W.J. Gann 23 $169.70

23 Homer High Homer Dr. L. Mantooth, James Herrington, H.G. Lane, Sr. 33 $264.45

24 Homer Col. (Negro) Homer Henry Wood , James Porter, Amos Johnson 22 $160.60

25 Davis Chapel (Negro) Davis Chapel John Bruton, Alex Walker (replaced by Amos Berry), 
Robert Ellis

22 $160.60

26 Free Union (Negro) Ewing Farm Sam Ewing, Mitchell Davis, 8 $58.40

27 W. C. Prospect Cheeseland Henry Cleburn, Harry Freeman, Houston Preston 23 $361.20

28 McKendree McKendree John F. Jones, J.C Franklin (replaced by J.W. Vertah), P.J. 
Brookshire

33 $240.90

29 Red Cheeseland John Chumley, W. H. Jordan, Dr. J.C. Falvey 25 $182.50

30 Shawnee Prairie Shawnee Prairie J.Y. Foster, J.J. Havard, W.F. Havard 17 $125.10

31 Renfro Prairie Renfro Prairie L. Shanon, John C. Calhoun, J.P. Renfro 24 $210.15

32 Mound Moriah Mound Moriah George Rodgers, Jerry Deamond, Edmond Boykin 30 $219.00

33 Homer Homer H.C. Warner, J.D. Gann, Dr. J.H. Chapman 33 $240.90

34 Liberty Liberty W. M. Perkins, H.L. Legg, A. J. Brazal 24 $175.20

35 Gann’s Chapel Gann Church House James H. Lee, John W. Dees, J.C. Hinson 18 $131.40

36 Sandy Creek Concord Church H.P. Mott, R. L. Mott, J.C. Hensarling 36 $312.20

37 Smith W.H. Smith W.H. Smith, C.H. King, T.J. Beasley 27 $200.30

38 Grimes Grimes School House Marion Johnson, Marion Grimes, Daniel Grimes 13 $114.65

39 Rocky Hill Sims Chapel John W. Oats, James Richardson, Geo. W. Morehead 35 $271.30

40 Ryan’s Chapel Ryan’s Chapel Coke Keen, R.J. Waltman, George W. Warner 25 $182.50

41 Calhoune Calhoune Church W. H. Cassells, J.L. Gilliland, John Coldwell 29 $211.70

42 Lambert’s Chapel Lambert’s Chapel Church Thos. Havard Joel Weaver, J.M. Hambrick (replaced by 
William Havard)

31 $265.90

43 Cordaway Springs Cordaway Springs C.W. Red, S.C. Red, William Watson 23 $167.90

44 Cross Road Cross Road J.E. Ivy, W. B. Wood, R.J. Lester 15 $109.50

45 Berry Berry School House O.P. Reynolds, Samuel Berry, Robert Barley (replaced by 
J. H. Moffett)

33 $240.90

46 Crawford Creek (Negro) Crawford’s Creek Alex Denman, Harry Berry, Reubin Johnson 24 $175.20

47 Carlisle Carlisle School House William Welch, J.F. Deal, E. M. Brazeal 21 $159.80

48 Shawnee Creek Shawnee Creek School House G.W. Dykes, William Clevenger, G.W. McIntuch 14 $120.25

49 Independence Independence - G.M. Hawkins J.W. Poland, G.M. Hawkins, Wm. Weaver 16 $118.50

50 Fairchild Fairchild School House Henry Powell, Wm. McClendon, A. J. Ellis 24 $241.40

51 Robbs Ranch (Negro) Jonesville Anderson Allen, Emanuel Turner, Wesley Windham 11 $80.90

52 Bee Ridge Bee Ridge J.H. Calvery, W. D. Russell, J.W. Brashears (replaced by 
Wm. M. Jones, Sr. 

11 $135.95

53 Bayou Springs Bayou Springs - Thos. Hensarling’s E.P. Fuller, Thos. Hensarling, Kneel McGilberry 22 $172.70

54 Crooked Creek Crooked Creek - Jerry Mott’s Miles Parker, Alfred Parker, Jerry Mott 12 $87.60

55 Odell Creek* (Negro) Odell Creek Robert Burns, Isaac Henderson, Frank Wilkinson 21 $153.30

*possibly consolidated 
with Robbs Ranch

Number Name Location Petitioners/Trustees Pupils Money



42 Th e Pi n e bo u g h

Throughout the history of education in Texas, the specifics of school administration have changed.  For much of the 

20th century, County School Superintendents and County School Boards held responsibility for administering schools 

– distributing funds, classifying schools, overseeing curriculum and teachers, managing transportation, and supervising 

school trustees.  The History Center holds some of the records of the Angelina County School Board and Superintendent, 

from 1913 to 1971, with a few earlier records that predate this system.  

The following school classification lists come from the Angelina County School Board Records of Apportionment, 

1904-1911 and the Angelina County School Board Minutes 1913-1971.  While the records are not consistent from year 

to year, many years contain a list that classifies each county school, stating its number, name, and how many grades it held.   

These lists are just a few examples of those that can be found in this record group.

Records of Apportionment, September 1, 1904
Number                  School Name     Population

1 Homer 54

2 Lufkin (Col.) 80

3 Hudson 38

4 Alabama 31

5 Gann Ridge 25

6 Robinson 35

7 Biloxi 43

8 Tram Grove 42

9 Bodan 47

10 Havard 10

11 Sulphur Springs 45

12 Oak Flat 24

13 New Port 33

14 Cedar Grove (Col.) 40

15 Union Star (Col.) 16

16 Lukin (Dist. No.2) 508

17 Sandy Creek 29

18 Crawford Creek 33

19 Burke 133

20 Keltys 95

21 Boynton 26

22 Harmony Hill 35

23 Salem 35

24 Clawson 83

25 Julia Creek 18

26 Grant (Col.) 13

27 New Center Prospects (Col.) 32

28 McKendree 45

29 Clawson (Col.) 16

Number                  School Name     Population

30 Shawnee Prairie 16

31 Prairie Grove 32

32 Davis (Col.) 16

33 Center 17

34 Liberty 49

35 Massingill Chapel 15

36 Plum Ridge 22

37 Smith  28

38 Crane 26

39 Rocky Hill 24

40 Providence 25

41 Powell 19

42 Gin Creek 16

43 Cordaway Springs 34

44 Cross Roads 39

45 Berry 55

46 McAdams 27

47 Zavalla 49

48 Shawnee Creek 36

49 Harmony Springs 17

50 Neches 21

51 Graham Creek 21

52 Odell 17

53 Bayou Springs 16

54 Southern Pine 105

55 Monterey 17

56 Boykin 15

57 Treadwell 22

58 Ryan’s Chapel 48

Number                  School Name     Population 

59 Huntington (Dist. No. 5) 150

60 Dunn 38

61 Pollok 54

62 Baird 55

63 Bethlehem 13

64 Manton 18

65 Clear Springs 18

66 Stanley Creek 32

67 Bee Ridge 35

68 Fisher 23

69 Fair View 33

70 Emporia (Col.) 41

71 Diboll (Col.) 40

72 Durst (Col.) 22

73 Amity 17

74 Poskey 41

75 Beulah 43

76 Mt. Calvary (Col.) 48

77 Persimmon Grove 34

78 Big Creek (Col.) 13

79 Burnham 31

80 Johnson 26

81 Emporia 23

82 Lindsey Springs 27

83 Trevathan 40

84 Saron 24

85 Platt 19

86 Procella 17

87 Burke (Col.) 15
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Number School Name Classification

1 Concord 3 year high school

3 Central 4 year high school

4 Johnson 2 year high school

5 Sulphur Springs 2 year high school

6 Zavalla 4 year high school

7 Julia Creek Elementary of 7 grades

8 Saron 1 year high school

10 Ora 2 year high school

12 Manning 3 year high school

13 Retrieve 3 year high school

14 Salem 1 year high school

15 Homer 1 year high school

16 Baird 3 year high school

17 Odell 2 year high school

                                        (provided 3rd teacher is added)

18 Little Hope 1 year high school

19 Rocky Hill 3 year high school

                                        (provided 4th teacher is added)

19 Ewing Elementary of 7 grades

20 Center 1 year high school

21 Plat Elementary of 7 grades

22 McKendrie Elementary of 7 grades

23 Biloxie 2 year high school

24 Moffett 2 year high school

25 Redland 3 year high school  

                                          (provided 6th teacher is added)

30 Cordaway Springs Elementary of 7 grades

33 Hudson 4 year high school

35 Pine Valley Elementary of 7 grades

36 Boles 1 year high school

37 Fairview Elementary of 7 grades

38 Beulah 2 year high school

39 Olive Elementary of 7 grades

40 Diboll 4 year high school

43 Shawnee Prairie 2 year high school

44 Lala Hill 2 year high school    

    (provided 3rd teacher is added)

47 Oak Flat 1 year high school

47 Donovan 1 year high school

48 Alco Elementary of 7 grades

51 Fuller Springs 1 year high school

52 Prairie Grove 1 year high school

54 Simpson Elementary of 7 grades

 Burke Independent 2 year high school

 Huntington Independent 4 year high school

 Lufkin Independent 4 year high school

School Classifications May 24, 1930 School Classifications August 6, 1945
Number School Name Grades

1 Concord 8

3 Central 12

 Central Colored 8

6 Zavalla 12

8 Saron 0

9 Belview 0

15 Homer 8

10 Ora 8

16 Baird 8

20 Center 0

23 Biloxi 8

25 Redland 12

 Redland Colored 8

35 Pine Valley 6

36 Boles 8

37 Fairview 8

38 Beulah 8

39 Olive 0

40 Diboll 12

 Diboll Colored 12

43 Shawnee Prairie 8

51 Fuller Springs 6

52 Prairie Grove 6

 Huntington RHS 12

 Huntinton Colored 9

 Hudson ISD 12

 Lufkin ISD 12

 Burke ISD 8

 Lufkin Colored 12

School Classifications May 6, 1961
Number School Name Grades

16 Baird  8

37 Fairview 6

38 Beulah 7

901 Burke 8

902 Hudson 12

903 Lufkin ISD-White 12

 Lufkin ISD-Colored 12

904 Huntington ISD-White 12

 Huntington ISD-Colored 8

905 Diboll ISD-White 12

 Diboll ISD-Colored 12

906  Zavalla ISD 12

907 Central ISD-White 12

 Central ISD-Colored none

908 Redland ISD-White 12

 Redland ISD-Colored 7
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NEWS & N E W S  &  N O T I C E S

RESEARCHERS and OTHER VISITORS
 We directly served more than 500 researchers during 
the year (177 on-site and at least another 330 by mail, 
e-mail, and telephone, not including our website visitors, 
detailed below). Total in-person visitors were more than 
4,200. Our visitors traveling the farthest distances were from 
Alaska, Japan, Sweden, and the West Indies.

WEBSITE
 Visitors to the website numbered more than 
16,000, who loaded more than 52,000 web pages and 
downloaded numerous additional pages of PDF content. 
The online exhibits, oral history transcripts, finding guides, 
and publications sections continue to be our most
popular pages. 
The December 2009 issue of the Pine Bough was 
downloaded 120 times during the first five months it was 
available online, and during that time most of the other 
online Pine Bough issues were downloaded between 40 and 
80 times each. Interestingly, twenty-five percent of online 
visitors recorded visit lengths of more than five minutes and 
a surprising number of these were from iPhones.
 Online oral history transcripts in PDF file format now 
number more than 260, containing more than 4,600 pages 
of text. Thirty online finding guides, also as PDF files, 
contain more than 700 pages of text.

1 

2

3

4

5
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NOTICESN E W S  &  N O T I C E S

1 – 5: We gave a number of guided tours to area school and 
senior citizen groups throughout the year. Patsy handled the 
exhibits (1-2), Matt or Emily covered archives management and 
research collections (3-4), and Louis interpreted the outdoor 
railroad exhibits (5).

6:  Among our many visitors who uniquely connect with the people, 
places, and events featured in our exhibits was Naiya Olford, who 
posed with a photo of her grandfather Ruben “Jellie” Samuels.

7 – 8: Among other groups visiting us were Diboll Cub Scouts (7) 
and the Lufkin Senior Kiwanis Club (8). 

TOURS, PROGRAMS and EXHIBITS
 Among the staff-guided tours given during the year 
were those given to classes from Lufkin, Hudson, and 
Corrigan-Camden independent school districts, home 
school groups, Trinity County Historical Commission, 
assisted living and hospice groups, Cub Scouts, the Don 
Boyd Summer Camp, Boys & Girls clubs, Diboll Housing 
Authority, Diboll Garden Club, Lufkin Cut ‘N’ Grow 
Garden Club, and the Angelina County Master Gardeners. 
We also hosted meetings of the Diboll Historical Society.
 In February we installed a new exhibit, “The Heart of a 
Community: Angelina County Schools from 1885,” which 
consisted of 22 panels of historical photographs and 4 cases 
of documents dating from 1885. Much of the material 
came from Angelina County School Superintendent’s 
Records donated by the Angelina County Historical 
Commission in 2004. The exhibit generated enough 
interest that we decided to feature part of it in this issue 
of the Pine Bough.

6

7

8
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 In August we began and completed our 
conversion from static to mobile shelving, which 
increased our archives storage capacity in Vault 1 
from about 3,500 cubic feet to more than 6,000 
cubic feet. The process involved three phases 
of shelf construction-reconfiguration and the 
rearranging of collections. Emily coordinated the 
project.
 We continue work on an oral history project 
that focuses on racial integration of Diboll 
Independent School District in the 1960s, 
including former students, school officials and 
other community participants. To date we 
have interviewed more than 25 persons and 
all interviews have been transcribed; most are 
online or will be so soon. Patsy is coordinating 
this project and has done all the transcribing 
and most of the interviews. Emily is abstracting 
the interviews and placing them online and 
has continued to advise the Angelina County 
Historical Commission’s own oral 
history program.
 Jonathan made off-site presentations to the 
following organizations: Tyler County Heritage 
Society, Lufkin Evening Lions Club, Daughters 
of the American Revolution, Daughters of the 
Republic of Texas, and the Angelina County 
Texas AgriLife Extension Service’s Native Plant 
Seminar. He also moderated a session at the fall 
meeting of the East Texas Historical Association 
that featured authors Richard Donovan and 
Thad Sitton; the session dealt with the past, 
present, and future history of the Neches River, 
East Texas’ iconic river. 

9 – 11: We also gave guided 
tours of our native East Texas 

landscaping to several area 
organizations, including 

the Diboll Garden Club (9), 
Angelina County Master 
Gardeners (10), and the 

Lufkin Cut-N-Grow
Garden Club (11).

9

10

11
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12 13

14

12: We continued to host all meetings of the Diboll Historical 
Society this year, including this October meeting where Linda 
Maxey’s birthday was celebrated.

13: We welcomed new archivist Matt Gorzalski to our staff in 
April. Matt has already processed several collections, added 
content to our website, and has handled a few research queries 
and conducted tours.

14: Diboll High School student Adam Lowther worked for us 
during August, primarily assisting with the vault mobile shelving 
conversion, but he also washed the locomotive, cleaned the 
inside of the caboose, and polished the two outdoor statues.

He also attended the annual meeting of the Texas 
Heritage Digitization Initiative in Austin, the annual 
meeting of the Texas State Historical Association in 
Dallas, and the fall board meeting of the Texas Map 
Society in Arlington. Emily attended the annual 
meeting of the Society of Southwest Archivists in Santa 
Fe, and Matt, our newest staff member, attended the 
annual meeting of the Society of American Archivists 
in Washington D.C..
 There were 38 accessions of new archival material 
this year. Louis continues subject indexing the Diboll 
and Lufkin newspapers as well as other resources; the 
local data base now contains more than 68,000 records.
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OTHER STAFF NEWS 
 Matt Gorzalski began his duties as our 
second archivist in April. He earned his 
B.A. in history at Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania and his M.S. in Library and 
Information Science at the University of 
Pittsburgh. Immediately prior to coming 
to The History Center he served eighteen 
months as project archivist at the Kansas State 
Historical Society in Topeka. He has already 
processed a number of collections, added to 
online exhibit content, and should soon see 
the publication of his second article in 
a national archival journal. 
Welcome aboard, Matt!

15: During the year, The History Center was the 
temporary custodian of the gripstock of a shoulder-

fired  FIM-92 Stinger surface-to-air missile, as shown 
here by Jonathan and Louis. An accompanying 

plaque states: “The First Stinger Used in Afghanistan. 
On September 26, 1986 a Mujahdeen freedom 

fighter using this gripstock shot down the first of 
three MI-24 Gunships destroyed that day. Presented 

to Congressman Charles Wilson, February 1987, in 
Islamabad by ‘some of his friends.’” Congressman 

Wilson’s role in securing the Stingers for the 
Mujahdeen freedom fighters was instrumental in the 

Soviet Union’s defeat in Afghanistan.

16: R. C. Thompson, son of Clyde and Ossie 
Thompson, visited us in November. He stands next to 

an exhibit panel that features his mother, a lifelong 
teacher, part of our Angelina County school exhibit.

15

17: In June, representatives of Texas Parks & Wildlife 
Department joined East Texans in officially opening 

a new designated Texas Paddling Trail along a 10 
mile section of the Neches River between Anderson 

Crossing and Texas Highway 7. Pictured at the far left 
is our very own Ellen Temple along with Shelly Plante 

of Texas Parks & Wildlife; Van Watson, president of 
the Angelina/Lufkin  Chamber of Commerce; Mayor 

Jack Gorden, City of Lufkin; Tara Watson-Watkins, 
director of Lufkin Convention and Visitors Bureau; 
Julie Shackleford of The Conservation Fund; and 

Jerry Huffman, director of the Angelina/Lufkin 
Chamber of Commerce. The ceremony occurred 

at Temple-Inland’s North Boggy Slough Clubhouse 
during the 13th Annual Neches River Rendezvous.

16

17
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18 – 21: In August we converted our archives vault 1 
from stationary to mobile shelving, which increased 
our storage capacity from 3500 cubic feet to more 
than 6000 cubic feet. We had installed channels for 
the rails at the time of the building’s construction 
in 2003, so only the carriages had to be added. 
The conversion process involved transferring the 
collections from vault 1 (photo 18) to temporary 
shelving in vault 2 (photo19), then dismantling vault 
one shelving and reinstalling it onto mobile carriages 
(photo 20), then finally transferring collections and 
additional shelving from vault 2 to completed mobile 
units in vault 1 (photo 21). 

22: Jonathan attended a roundtable luncheon 
with new National Endowment for the Humanities 
director Jim Leach in October. Held at Humanities 
Texas’ newly restored home, the Byrne-Reed House 
in Austin, the event carried over to a reception and 
Open House that evening. Pictured here are Jill and 
Jonathan Gerland with former Humanities Texas 
board members Ellen Temple and Jo Anne Christian.

18 19

20 21

22
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