


birth, we use the past 

, and to assign signifi- 

sequence of a melody gives meaning to the note, and soon more notes, which follow. 

History is worth our consideration, for we cannot truly live without the past. To not 

know what happened before one's own birth, the ancients discovered long ago, is to remain 

always a child, bereft of generations of experience and understanding. Without a sense of 
Jonathan K.  Gerland 
~ i r e c t o r i ~ r s h i v i s t  history, we, individually and collectively, are lost. We are not only unsure ofthe present hut 

look faintly toward an uncertain future for ourselves and all who will follow. Without some 

knowledge of the past, we have no promise that the Future beyond ourselves is even real; 

for, according to the old adage, from the past we are the future and from the future we are 

the past. 

The past we save and share not only enriches our own lives but the lives of our children 

and their children. We must continue to explore and preserve our community history, not 

merely as quaint reminders of past times, hut as a dury we owe to both past and Future gen- 

erations. If we will do so, the experience of discovery will teach us that there is nothing real- 

ly new except the history we do not know. 

I want to welcome you to the newest issue of the Pine Bough, a publication which 

shares some of the people, places, and events in the historical development which has bound 

the Temple family, businesses and the East Texas community together for more than a cen- 

tury. Those ofyou familiar with previous editions will notice the new, lengthier format, fea- 

turing more arrides and more photographs from our ever increasing collection of commu- 

nity, business, and family archives. 

In this issue you will find biographical sketches of Fannie Farrington, Walter Allen, and 

Dred Devereaux-three individuals whose legacies continue to impact the present. You will 

also find stories on logging camps, Diboll restaurants, a student newspaper from the 1920s, 

transportation and postal history, and much more. Special photo sections feature many 

familiar (and some maybe not so familiar) faces from the past as well as a few past products 

from Temple Industries' many subsidiaries. Future issues will continue community themes 

and will strive to cover a broader geographic area, especially the Pineland community. 

I hope you enjoy this issue of the Pine Bough and will join us in continuing to collect, 

preserve, and explore our history. 

Jonathan K. Gerland 
Diboll, Texas 
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If Lufkin, the counry seat of Angelina Houston in 1876. Although sawmills immedi- 
County, can trace in founding to the construe- ately located along its narrow 36 inch gauge rails, 
tion of the Houston East and West Texas really large ones did not until the road convened 
Railway (HE&WT) in 1882, Diboll can trace its to standard gauge in 1894. It was simply too 
beginning to the widening of those same tracks expensive to transport heavy, bulky commodi- 
twelve years later. This is because the HE&WT ties, such as lumber, over different gauged roads, 
was built originally as a "narrow gauge" road, where transfers to connecting lines were costly 
meaning that its rails were closer together than and untimely. 
"standard gauge." As the name suggests, standard Beset with significant debt, the H E & W  
gauge (56 112 inches) was a national standard for fell into court-ordered receivership in 1886 and 
- - 

railroad gauges generally adopted after the Civil 
War. Compliance to a standard gauge allowed 
cars and payloads to travel without modification 
or transfer over different railroad lines, whether 
traveling from New York to Texas or from Texas 
to California. 

Narrow gauge roads were all but outdated 
when construction of the HE&WT began in 

was eventually sold at public auction in August 
1892. The new owners quickly reorganized the 
company and announced plans to convert the 
road to standard gauge. 

Astute lumbermen were now quick to estab- 
lish themselves in the HE&WT territory, buying 
large amounts of land and timber along the 
soon-to-be widened rails. Examples in Angelina 



County were S.F. Carter. M.T. IROU~SVON DAfTJf POSZ ~ I O S D A Y ~  
Tones. and T.I> 

- -- - -  , . 

----.--- -- - - . .. -- .L. Temple. I- a~ 1 , - . - . . , -. . - - . - 

carter and Jones began buying ~ ~ ~ i ~ $ ~ ; , m ~ ~ ~ ~ o ~ -  1 A BRC)AD. GAUGE. ROAD f i::::.?: 
!:? I land for Emporia Lumber . c :  J.o:,n!! ;!n~l.* ::*-*!do a - ! - 

Cu say, .I% fr k c : ? ?  * :~ r  i . I . . \  ;I..:- 
Company in southern Angelina 1tve. i HOOSTOK E A S T  i ~ l f  wEsT.+EXAs ) :,\. I-.': 
County in November 1892 "0 " i i . e P -  f ' ,.:.,..- :. 
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a t a t  would b e  . , a T m via I W O ~ .  : .  I 
Diboll, just north of Emporia, 
in 1893. 

July 1999 was the 105th 
anniversary of the HE&WT 
widening its tracks, which 
occurred on Sunday, July 29, 
1894. Preparations for the 
changeover took months, 

Road-First  Ttnln to I.cnrc 

reported the Houston Post newspaper, before 6,306 in 1890, a 20% increase, far lower than 
more than one thousand men performed the the then state average of 40% growth. 
final "Herculean task" of moving the rails to Angelina County's growth during the 1890s, 
proper width along 232 miles of track in just when both the HE&WT and Kansas & Gulf 
fourteen hours. converted to standard gauge, was remarkable. 

The last trains to run over the narrow gauge Population more than doubled from 6,306 in L 
tracks (one from Shreveport and one from 
Houston) passed each other at Burke at 3:00 
p.m. on Saturday the 28th. The Post reported 
that the workmen, who were distributed along 
the tracks between Houston and Shreveport that 
morning, immediately began to remove spikes 
and .m& the rails after the uains passed one another. 

Changeover of the railroad's rolling stock 
was completed the week of the gauge change at 
the rate of 30 to 50 cars per day. New cars were 
also ordered as well as 18 new locomotives. The 
first train to run over the widened rails on 
Monday, July 3 1 was pulled by engine no. 6 and 
consisted of two passenger coaches and a combi- 
nation mail, baggage and express car, "all brand 
new and profusely decorated with flowers and 
flashy colored buntings," reported the Post. 

The widening, said the Post, "almost means 
another railroad for Houston," since the former 
narrow gauge tracks "almost entirely precluded it 
from competition for through business." 
Essentially the widening meant a real railroad for 
Angelina County. In fact, Angelina County's 
population growth during the 1880s, when it 

obtained two narrow gauge roads (the HE&WT 
in 1881 and the Kansas & Gulf Shortline in 
1885), was far below the state average. The wun- 
ty's population only grew from 5,239 in 1880 to 

1890 to 13,481 in 1900, a 114% increase. 
Contributing to this growth were the new 
sawmill towns of Diboll and Emporia, while 
Lufkin, barely 500 persons in 1890, became one 
of the state's fastest growing cities, almost tripling 
in population to 1,527 by 1900, a 189% 
increase. By comparison, the city of 
Nacogdoches (the county seat of Nacogdoches 
County, also on the HE&WT) grew by 61% 
(from 1,138 to 1,827) during the 1890s, when 
the state average growth was 36%. 

Connected to the rest of the world by stan- 
dard gauge rails, Angelina County became an 
emerging industrial center at the turn of the cen- 
tury, and Diboll, a town created by the widening 
of those rails, continues to play a significant part 
in that progress. 
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mom: Dred Devereaux, 
Standing proudly at top 
(wearing a tie) with part 
of his crew, supervised 
construction of this steel 
ailroad bridge over the 
Trinity River in 1927- 
1928. The bridge crossed 
the river at old Swartout 
on the William Pace 
League in Polk County 
and the A .  Garner 
League in San Jacinto 
County, just west of 
Goodrich. Among those 
standing below are 
Devereaux's chlldren 
Etheldred, Jack, and 
Pauline, and dog Bob. 
The truss logging bridge 
was reportedly disman- 
tled in the late 1930s 
and sold for scrap. 

w h e n  Dred Dardford Devereaux retired 
from Sourhern Pine Lumber Company in 1953, 
all agreed that an era had ended. As both con- 
struction foreman for Southern Pine Lumber 
Company and roadmaster for the Texas 
Southeastern Railroad since 1910, Devereaux 
had literally built Diboll. From mills, dry kilns 
and power plants to bridges and buildings of all 
sizes and uses, the 72 year old construction man 
had become a legend in his own time. 

From all who knew him, he was one of the 
most colorful characten in East Texas. He was 
always animated, gesturing as he talked (some- 
times to himself), waving and throwing his hat 
on the job, or hollering out at the picnue show 
to warn Tarzan of impending danger. He was 

also rarely seen without one of his pet dogs near 
his side. 

Devereaux seemed to revel in hard work-- 
the more difficult the job, the more excited he 
became. "Come on souls; every devil!" was his 
rallying cry which usually inspired men to give 
the extra effort to complete a strenuous job. Ed 
Srnirh remembered in 1947 that he once worked 
under Devereaux for just a day-"the only day I 
ever remember that had more than 24 hours in it!" 

To some, Devereaux was "a man's man." To 
others, he was "a war horse" who "drove men like 
mules." His crews carried 24 foot long 12x12 
timbers with only their hands and lug hooks. 
They mixed concrete by hand and pushed old 
wheel barrows with bushings, instead of bear- 
ings. Doug Warner, who worked for Devereaux 
in the '30s, believed that if Devereaux had power 
mixers, trucks, and cranes he "could have built 
Diboll in a month." 



Most of Devereaux's jobs were designed and 
completed without the aid of blueprints or 
trained engineen. Instead, Devereaux relied on corn- 
rnon sense and his indomitable ~i1.111 and match- 
less energy He rerailed numerous wrecked log- 
ging locomotives without the aid of hooks or 
cranes, using only jacks, cables, and blocks. He 
built things to last forever. If the job called for 
6x6 stock, Devereaux wodd use 12x12 and he 
found some way of using railroad iron in nearly 
everything he built. 

When Southern Pine Lumber Company reovs: 
Dred Devereaux's rail- acquired timber in the 1920s in San Jacinto road bridge ac-s % 

Counry, west of Goodrich, the construction of a Trinity River, ca. 1928. 

steel bridge across the Trinity River became nec- 
essary to haul the logs to Diboll. The company 
reportedly contemplated bringing in crews expe- 
rienced in such work, but Devereaux convinced 
them he and his regular crew couM do the job 
q~~icker and cheaper than projected. In the end, 
Devereaux built the steel bridge (with pine pien 
90 feet in length) in half the allotted time and at 

LEFT: From horses and 
buggies to trains and 
planes, Dred Devereaux 
(1881-1967) saw it all. 
He poses here with 
Horace Stubblefield (left) 
in 1953 in front of an 
Arthur Temple Jr. 8 
Associates, Inc. Cessna 
170 airplane at the Diboll 
aimolt. 



ABOVE: An unused let- 
terhead of the Trinity 
River Bridge Company. 
Little is known of the 
venture, but perhaps it 
was connected with the 
building of the logging 
railroad bridge across 
the Trinity River in the 
late 1920s. 

WATSON WALKER. 
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three-quarters the estimated cost "without 
importing one man," according to E.C. 
Durham, vice president and general manager of 
the Texas Southeastern Railroad then. 

Devereaux was born in 1881 in Milam 
County, Texas. He left home at the age of 17 and 
worked at various jobs before going to California 
to work on the railroads. He returned to Texas in 
1905 and began working for brothers Samuel 
Fain and J. Press Carter in Nacogdoches and 
Angelina counties, building railroad bridges and 
log cars. He dismantled the Carter sawmill at 
Emporia, just south of Diboll, in 1907, after it 
burned in 1906. 

Devereaux first began work for Southern 
Pine Lumber Company ar Diboll in early 1910. 
He soon left, however, to work briefly for Gulf 
Oil Corporation at Port Arthur, returning to 
Diboll by the end of the same year, this time to 
stay. For the next 43 years he worked for nearly 
every Temple enterprise in East Texas, and retired 
in 1953. 

Dred Devereaux died in 1967. Twenty years 
earlier, E.C. Durham, Devereaux's boss at TSE, 
likened him to a mythical Greek hero who, at 
death, would rally "a host of souls," build a 
bridge across the river Styx, and then rest under 
the trees on the other side. 

Dred Devereaux was many things to many 
people, but he may have been, as Doug Warner 
told Marie Davis in 1985, "the grandest old man 
that ever came to Diboll." 

BELOW: This is what happened in 1937 when TSE 

engineer Tom Steed hit a sun kink in the rails about 

two miles out of Diboll and wrecked engine #lo. 

According to E.C. Durham, vice president and gen- 

eral manager of the TSE, Dred Devereaux rerailed 

the locomotive in under six hours without using a 

crane or hook. The only damage to the engine in 

rerailing was a cable mark on the jacket of the 

steam dome. Number 10 was reportedly back on 

her regular log run the next day. 



LL POND K 
L ong-time Southern Pine Lumber 

Company employee Walter Allen knew a thing 
or two about logs. Although he never worked in 
the woods or the mills, he probably saw more cut 
timber between 1906 and 1952 than anyone else. 

For more than forty years Walter Allen was 
Diboll's mill pond foreman. After loaded log 
trains arrived at the ponds, it was the job ofAllen 
and his crew to unload the cars (one of the most 
dangerous jobs around a big mill then) and float 
the logs to where they needed to be in the ponds, 
evenmally to the bull chains where they were 
pulled into the mills. (Hardwood logs, because 
they do not float as most pine ones do, were 
unloaded onto decks, instead of into "the splash.") 

According to the June 1947 issue of The 
Buzz Saw (Southern Pine Lumber Company's 
newspaper), Allen was born in Marshall, Texas, 
in 1885 and came to Diboll in 1906. He imme- 
diately began to work on the mill ponds and 
reporredly sent the first pine log into Mill num- 
ber 2 on May 1, 1907, and sent the fint hard- 
wood log into Mill number 3 in 1912. He 
became pond foreman in 1910 and worked until 
he retired in 1952, just a year before lie died. 

The Rum Saw estimated that Allell had 
pushed well more than 10 million logs into the 
Diboll mills during his long career, "the lumber 
from which would put a roof, a floor, and sides 
on a house as big as the state o f I & s  with enough 

left over to build a dolly run to 
the Pearly Gates." 

Allen's safety record was 
impeccable, considering the 
danger in his job. Unloading 
heavy log cars on a tilted rail- 
road grade by hand and pole 
was not an enviable position, 
yet, in 1947, after 41 years of 
service, Allen had recorded only 
one lost-tie accident. Commenting 
on his safe record, Allen ofren 
said, "If you don't think about 
safety on the ponds, it won'r be 
long before you won'r be think- 
ing about anything else." 

LEFT: Unloading logs st 
mill ponds was a dan- 
gerous job. Allen raid, 
"If you don't think 
about safety on the 
ponds, it  won't be long 
before you won't be 
thinking about any- 
thing else." Here. 
Southern Pine Lumber 
Company workers unload 
cars at Diboll's mill 
number 1 in the early 
W40s. 



ABOVE: This is another Allen is remembered fondly by dl who 
view of millpond num- 
ber I in the knew him. His children remember him as a fi~n- 

loving, yet disciplined, father. "Take care ofyour 
job," he advised them, "and your job will take 
care of you." Allen's daughter Emma Jean 
remembered that her father was "real firm with 
the boys, but my sister and 1, we kinda got away 
with a lot." 

Although ofren stern, Allen was also a prac- 
Unloading log* tical joker-both on land and the water. His 

at the Diboll ponds in 
1903. skillful trickery aboard floating pine logs is cele- 

brated long afrer his death. Many still recall how 
Allen and his crew would "run the logs" with the 
greatest of ease. Jim Ligon, who considers Allen 
as a father, remembers many days as a child 
going down ro the mill ponds to fish. Even if 
nothing was biting, he and his companions 
enjoyed a wonderful afternoon watching Allen 
and his crew dance across the logs. selecting just 
the right ones to send up the chains into the 
mills. Many also remember some of Allen's crew 
members, such as Frank Bell, Thomas Cosey, 
Clinton Criswell, h n o s  Randolph, and Andrew 
Crockett. 

Allen was honored in 1958 with the naming 
of the Walter Allen Swimming Pool, perhaps an 
ironic tribute to a man who spent his career on 
mill ponds. According to the Diboll News- 
Rullerin (a forerunner to the Free Press), when 
the swimming pool at Lakeside Park opened to 
Diboll's AFricanAmerican citizens in 1958, Mrs. 
Arthur Temple Sr., who contributed the funds to 
build the pool, "congratulated the communiry 
for using the name of the late Walter Allen in 
their recreation program." Located on South 
First Street, the park is today known as Walter 
Allen Park, and it continues to be enjoyed by the 
children of Diboll each year. 





Farrington. 
Frank, who was 27 years old, managed a 

shoe store in St. Louis and Fannie, who was 26, 
worked at a nearby dry goods store. Fannie also 
seemed to share Mr. Temple's adherence to the 
Christian Science religion. 

W~thin only a short time of their first meet- 
ing, Temple offered Mr. Farrington a job at his 

BELOW: A view of Diboll's 
commissary in Diboll and Mrs. Farrington the 

commissary, offices, and all important mission of building up the com- 
library in November 191i, 
looking north. muniry. The Farringtons accepted the offer with- 

out hesitation and left St. Louis immediately for 

Diholl, where they lived the rest of their lives. 
At the time, Diboll had two saloons and 

"just one little church," Mrs. Farrington remem- 
bered years later. The saloons "always brought 
trouble," she added, and "we had fightings and 
shootings." 

Although she was eventually placed on the 
company payroll, Mrs. Farrington first worked 
without pay in the millinery department of the 
company store, teaching girls and young women 
how to sew. It did not t&e long for the communi- 
ry to notice her joyful disposition and serving atti- 
tude, as she learned the needs of people and found 
ways to meet those needs, whether it was provid- 
ing food, clothing, shelter, or health services. 

"I came to work among the people regard- 
less of denomination, race, creed, or color," she 
said. She saw her service as part ofTemple's wish 
for Diholl to grow "in a Christian way." 

Looking back at her early experiences in 
Diboll, Mrs. Farrington remembered during a 



1954 interview that the Airdome Theater, 
Dibok first moving picture show in 1914, did- 
n't always present "uplifiing" movies. Some 
shows were "very wonderful," she recalled, while 
others were "very degrading." 

Remembering Diboll's 1908 library build- 
ing, home to Diboll Christian Outreach today, 
Mrs. Farrington said it was at one time called 
"the club house." T.L.L. Temple constructed the 
two-story building to senre as a library and recre- 
ation hall, she said, a place for men and their 
families to relax at the end of a hard day. 

Temple provided "a lovely bookcase with all 
kinds of books and different mmines ,"  Mrs. 

had hoped that it would, so they turned the 
library, the books, over ro the school." The bil- 
liards table went also. People "kind of got the 
bets up a little bit," she remembered, "and I don't 
think he (Temple) approved of that." 

As part of her social mission, Mrs. 
Farrington rried to bring wholesome entertain- 
menr to Diboll. "We had Chatauqua once or 
mice a year, and they were very educational. We 
had little shows chat would come, too, and our 
husbands would laugh so much we thought they 
would be arrested," she said. 

Baseball was very big entertainment also, 
and even Mrs. Farrington shared in the eniov- - - , . 

Fatrington reminisced. ment. "Some of us aren't 
He also furnished a bil- in rhe habit of going ro 
liards table and a place to baseball on Sunday," she 
play cards. While Mr. told a Houston Post 
Temple disapproved of reporter in 1962, "bur 
liquor and poker playing, sometimes we'd go any- 
Mrs. Farrington remem- 
bered, "he loved bridge." During World War I, 

The library, which Mrs. Farrington set up a 
Mrs. Farrington man- Red Cross sewing mom 
aged, only lasted about in the former library 
"four or five years," she building and helped col- 
said. "It wasn't giving the lect monetary donations 
results that Mr. Temple at the commissary. She 

LEFT: This is Diboll's Old 
Library Building as it 
appsand in about 1910. 
It is now home to Diboll 
Christian Outreach. 



Fannie Farrington with 
Governor Price Daniel dur- 

recalled hour joyous everyone was upon hearing of 
ing Diboll Day 1960. rhe war's end. 

"When the armistice was signed, I was 
cleaning house, and Mr. Farrington rushed in 
and grabbed his gun. I thought there was some- 
thing terrible happening. I said: 'What on earth!' 
And he said: 'The armistice was signed!' The 
men all got their guns and anyrhing that would 

ensuring that needy children 
would not be socially disad- 
vantaged among their peers. 

When logging camps 
such as Fastrill closed in the 
1930s and early '40s, the 
company moved the camp 
residents to Diboll, creating 
what Mrs. Farrington called 
"a new work to stan." 

"Some of those chil- 
dren had never been in 
church. They didn't have 
very many clothes, and they 
needed care. They needed 
help," she said. Once again, 
Farrington organized mis- 
sions that, in her words, 
"helped dress the poor peo- 
ple and care for them spiri- 
tually." 

Mrs. Farrington also 
cared for the ill, performing 
full-time nurse duty on 
occasion. Sometimes doc- 
tors performed operations in 
her living room, where she 

often cared for patients. she helped surgeons 
administer ether and even helped morticians pre- 
pare bodies for burid 

Everyone seemed to love the Farringtons. In 
1950 the Diboll Buzz Saw called the giving cou- 
ple "two of the most loved and respected people 
who ever lived here." Numerous inteniews and 
statements made throughout the years all testify 

to the Farringtons' lives 
of "unselfish, devoted, 
and active service." 

Frank Farringron 
died in December 1925. 
He was just fifry years 
old. He had become 
postmaster in 1908 and 
served in that position 
until his untimely death. 
MIS. Farrington retired 
from the store in 1950, 
but continued in her 
service to the communi- 
ty, even in the simplest 



ways. "She always had a smile on her 
face and was kind to everybody," 
Emma Jean Allen Ligon remembered 
in a recent interview. To many, Mrs. 
Farringron was known endearingly as 
"Mother Farrington." 

At her retirement, The Buzz Saw 
printed a trihute to Mrs. Farringron, 
saying that her "service to Diboll has 
been so varied and so great that it 
would be impossible to include it all 
in one write-up. It would be difficult 
to include it all in one hook. She was 
superintendent of the children's divi- 
sion of the First Methodist Church 
for eighteen years. She played the 
major pan in the founding of the 
Pine Grove Mission Church in 
Diboll in 1942. She has been nurse, 
teacher, counselor, social and welfare 
worker, and a lovable friend to virtu- 
ally every man, woman, and chid 
who ever lived in Diboll during the 
past forty six years." 

"I never have done anyrhing of 
myself," Mrs. Farrington always 
wanted people to know, "it's just that 
I've been led." Her greatest comfort 
in life was helping others and know- 
ing that there was much good still in 
the world, especially in her adopted 
home of Diboll. 

"This company," she said at the 
time of her retirement, "is the most 
wonderful organization 1 know any- 
thing about. I have had the f lea sure 
of working with three generations of 
Temples and knowing many othen 
in the Temple family. They have all 
been wonderful to me and I know of 
nobody in the world who has a deep 

AWE: To many, Fannie Fanington was known as 
er interest in the welfare of their employees than w4her Fanington. are 1- ake wrote to 

they do. I appreciate evetything they have done, Grady a El*ie Miles Edwards '-. 
and are doing, for the people who live in Diboll." 

Mrs. Farrington died at 91 years of age on 
October 4, 1967. The Free Press ~rinted in her 
obituary that she was a member of the First 
Baptist Church. She was buried with her hus- 
band at Glendale Cemetery in Lufkin. 







PINE 
FOUGH 

IIOWT: Man&-. ",.d 
Davis in 196 

FAR RIGHT: 

From a menu. The Pine 
Bough Restaurant was 
oneof the many spokes in 
the Temple Industries T- 
wheel. 

IIELOW: The "Sawmill 
Breakfast" included 
flapjacks with "cream- 
ery made butter," 
mapie syrup, a grilled 
pork chop 01 pan 
sausage, and e ..fresh 
yard egg," all for only 
85 cents. 

Memories 
by Jonathan Gerland 

THE PINE BOUGH RESTAURANT 
Owned and Operated by 

Sabtne Invwstment Company of Texas. Inc 1 
Ibr nearly two decades, the Pine Bough Restaurant was a 
Diboll landmark and home to the best cooking anywhere 
around. Under the management of Byrd Davis, it was the 
most fmous restaurant on U.S. Highway 59. 

According to the June 21, 1956 issue of the 
Diboll News-Bulletin, the Pine Bough hosted 
!grand opening festivities on Sunday, June 17, 
from two to five that afternoon. Despite thun- 
derstorms, an estimated crowd of 2,850 well- 
wishers showed up to drink complimentaq cof- 
fee and eat ice cream. 

According to the news article, pine paneling, 
"in new and beautiful finishes," set the tone of 
the restaurant. The paneling was offset by "red 
satin drapes, expansive mirrors, and deep car- 
pets." Further decoration included "living 
boughs of East Texas' great forest species." O f  
course a living pine bough was to always be on 
display, according to resraurant management. 
Construction of the restaurant was done by 
Temple Associates, Contractors. 



Pine Bough staff at the grand opening 
included Jess L. Barker, Pauline Stivers, Bettye 
Faye Brown, Phyllis Salmon, Mrs. Raymond 
Salmon, Lavee Pangburn, Mrs. Weyland, Alta 
Swallows, Alpha White, Alice Manehei, and 
EEe Taylor. The restaurant was to open for reg- 
ular business on Monday the 18th. 

Although not the first Pine Bough manager, 
the one remembered best was Byrd Davis, who 
had previously run Diboll's Antlers Hotel. 
According to Free Press editor Paul Durham, 
Mrs. Davis represented everything that was best 
about the Pine Bough. "People loved her and she 
loved people," he said. "She remembered names 
and made folks feel at home." 

It was the relaxed and friendly atmosphere ABOVE:   any groups and organizations held meetings at the Pine Bough. Here, 

which Davis provided that kept pwple Vernon Burkhalter (second from right) presents Garland Bridges with the key to 
the city during a Pineland Service Club meeting sometime after 1956. 

coming back again and again. And people came 
from all  over-many famous people, too, such as during busy times on more than one occasion. 
Beme Davis (the anress) and Jack Dempsey (the boxer). And of course numerous civic club meetings 

Of course, the food-mas great, too. A hungry (especially the Booster Club Diboll Day "bull ses- 
Jack Dempsey vouched for that. From sawmill sions") were always widely attended and enjoyed 
breakfasts to chicken and dumplings dinners to by all. 
leg of lamb, the Pine Bough was hard to beat Manager Byd Davis retired from the Pine 
anywhere in East Texas. On Sundays, it was said, Bough in the early 1970s, before her death on 

ly due to dining customers from Lufkin. 

with workers and everyone enjoyed themsel 
whether they were with their families, co-wor 

and Buddy Temple at 
the Pine Bough, ca. 195 



b y  J o n a t h a n  G e r a n d  asovc: The Believe I t  Or Not Caf.5, Diboll, 
Texas, ca. 1929, view looking south. Left to 
right: Edwin Nelson, Pauline Devereaux and 
La Rue Warner (both on the bench), 

Before the Pine Bough Restaurant, even before the Antlers Hotel, there Frederick N, Nelson, Fred I*e, and Luke 

was the Believe It Or Not Cafe. Although maybe nor Diboll's best remembered PhiIlip~. Lee Estes' garage and filling station 
is in the right background. 

eating establishment, the Believe It Or Not was probably the only one with a 

miniature golf course. Located on old Highway 35 next to the Diboll Motor Mozelle for the first time on the front 
Company, motorists in the late 1920s and early '30s could have their auto- steps of the Believe It Or Not in the 
mobiles serviced and fueled, grab a bite to eat, and play a few holes of minia- summer of 1937. Mozelle was then liv- 
ture golf-all in one stop. 

Built in about 1928 by Frederick Noel Nelson, who was a time keeper for 
Southern Pine Lumber Company, the cafe was named for the popular 
"Ripley's Believe It Or Not" newspaper series. The cafe was located on the east 
side of Highway 35, about where the U.S. Post Ofice is today. The golf course 
was just north of and behind the cafe. Lee Estes' garage and filling station 
(Diboll Motor Company) was south of the caf6. 

Eighty-six year old Edwin Nelson of Diboll, son of the cafe's builder, 
worked at the cafe and golf course with his younger brother Kenneth during 
the late '20s and early '30s. Nelson remembers serving "a complete meal for 
35 cents" to truckers who hauled cotton to Galveston. The cafe's first cook was 
Luke Phillips, a cousin of Nelson's by marriage who was from Jacksonville, 
Texas. A sign outside the cafe advertised "curb service and sandwiches our spe- 
cialty." Of course popular soda waters such as Cxa-Cola and Nehi were treats also. 

The Believe It Or Not, which operated under several managers until the 
early 1940s, was a popular hang out for teenagers. Jack Devereaux of Diboll 
worked at the cafe during the middle and late '30s. In fact, he met his wife 

ing in Beaumont and was visiting her 
cousin Virginia Hays in Lufkin. 
Virginia was dating Kenneth Nelson of 
Diboll and the two introduced Mozelle 
to Jack at the cafP. The Devereauxs have 
been happily married now for 60 years. 

Edwin Nelson remembers another 
Believe It Or Not story about a power 
line that fell across the railroad tracks 
just up the road from the cafe. Nelson 
says the high voltage line caused quite a 
bit of fear and excitement, until a light 
and power man from Houston, who 
was eating at the cafe, used Nelson's 
broom handle to lift aside the danger- 
ous line from the tracks, allowing a 
L&n uain to pass safely, 



Euesyome in the cat6 1 Hg8Bson 

!hp@ugh fhe iPon8 and back d@@s$. 
But the most famous story was the maHT: Morelle and Jack Devereaux, pic- 

visit of Clyde Barrow and Raymond tured here in the late ra~os,  met for the 

in 1934. says he flrst time on the front stems of the Believe 

was listening to the radio in the front 
Or Not in tkesummerof,937. Jack 

part of the caf6, when rwo men came in 
was then wolXing at the c&. 

for supper. Everyone in the caf6 but - - 

Nelson gradually recognized the notori- 
ous killers and quickly left one-by-one 
through the front and back doors. -wc The Believe it or ~ o t  miniature gow - 
Nelson continued to listen to the radio. cou-, a. ,932. In the picture a n  Manison 

The men, seemed in and Clay Bateman, Rat Johnson, Guy 

themselves, finished their meals, paid Nunnelle, Edwin and W.F, hlw, 
Nelson and left. Puzzled, Nelson went 

One of the sigm reads "Go To Church! GoW 
to the kitchen only to learn that he had 
been all alone with the infamous Clyde Links Closed Every Sunday From 10 to 2 and 

Barrow and Raymond Hamilton. 7 to 9 PM." Note the etectric light line and 

"Believe it.. . or not." the Nehi soda water box. 



The Almosf 

by Jonathan Gerhnd 

w h e n  T.L.L. Temple stepped off a 
A & 

Houston East &West Texas (HE&WT) uain in 
1893 "with his satchel and a dream," it was 
I possibly at a rail stop known as 

Emporia, a newly-built sawmill 
town a mile south of where 

Temple was to build his own 
mill town of Diboll. 

The town of Emporia 
began in 1892 when lum- 
bermen Samuel Fain 
Carter of Beaumont and 
M.T. Jones of Houston 
purchased nearly 10,000 
acres of forest land in 
southern Angelina County 

and built a sawmill near the 
H E & W  tracks. The town 

of Emporia, which sprang up 
around the mill, received a post 

office in July 1893, nearly four years .,,.... . , ~. 

Samuel Fain Carter before Diholl gained one in May 1897. 
i l X i  O i S I  

was a newspaperman 
in Galveston before 
becoming a lumber- 

man in Beaumont. He 
helped organized the 

Emporia Lumber 
Company in 1892, 

serving as president, 
and founded the 
sawmill town of 

Emporia in southern 
Angelina County the 

same year. 

Texas lumber. He left the newspaper in 188 1 and 
took a job with Beaumont's Texas Tram & 
Lumber Company. Within only a decade, he 
became an officer in the company (which was 
capitalized at $1 million in 1889), earned a small 
fortune, and moved to Houston in 1892 to form 
the Emporia Lumber Company with M.T. 
Jones, the uncle of the famous financier Jesse 
H.  Jones. 

By November 1894, Emporia included a 
sawmill of more than 50,000 board feet per day 
capaciry, a logging railroad of at least three miles, 
and a commissary with more than $2,500 worth 
of goods and merchandise. By 1897 the capacity 
of the upgraded sawmill was 85,000 board feet 
and the planing mill's rated capacity was 100,000 
board feet. By 1900, the tram road, known as 
Emporia & Gulf, extended at least fifteen miles 
east from Emporia to a point known as Crooker, 
named for E.L. Crooker, a company officer. 

By 1898, the Emporia Lumber Company was 
essentially a Caner hmily business. Samuel Fain 

Samuel Fain Carter, who was horn in had purchased Jones' interests in the company 
Alabama in 1857, had no early training in the and began selling shares of stock 
lumber industry. He was raised in Sherman, to his brother 
Texas, where he quit school at the age of thirteen J. Press. 
and served a six year apprenticeship in the news- 
paper offices of the Sherman Courie 
He then left for Galveston 
where he worked four 
years for the News. 

In the Galveston 
News offices during the late 
1870s, Carter became inter- 
ested in the business oppor- 

A B O V E :  tunities at nearby Beaumont, The arrow in this 

as post Civil War railroad modified HE8WT time table 
for 1899 shows Emporia at milepost 

expansion helped create new 108. Note that Diboll was not a scheduled 

and lucrative markets for East stop then. 



The two brothers acquired large land and timber able number of h o w  left at "old Emporia" in 
holdings in Tyler County benveen 1900 and 1907. Some remembrances tell of individuals 
1902, and began operating a large mill at cleaning up the abandoned lumber yards and 
Doucette under the name Sunset Lumber clearing the land for a farm, 
Company. where new residents planted 

Samuel Fain's interests were quickly turning cotton and gardens of corn 
to banking, however, and when the sawmill at and peas. Many also remem- 
Emporia burned in March 1906, he chose not to bered as children playing in 
rebuild. Instead, he decided to leave the lumber and around the "big" 
business, sold the Doucette properties to Emporia mill pond, where 
Thompson Brothers Lumber Company for half children swam, played in 
a million dollars, sold his other lumberand tim- small homemade boats, and 
her interests for another half a million dollars, hunted ducks. The Emporia 

AWE: The arrow in this organized the Lumbermatis National Bank of pond was also used regularly by the Diboll 190, map of 

Houston in 1907, and built in 1910 rep County points to  the 
town of Emporia and 

the Bayou City's first sixteen story the Emporia B Gulf log- 

office building. gin9 railroad which ran 
st least fifteen miles 

J. Press Carter remained in the lum- east to a point known 

her business with interests in mills at as Crooker, named for 
E.L. Crooker, Emporia 

Baber in Angelina County and at Mayo, Lumber company's 

Mahl, Preys, and Sacul in Nacogdoches auditor. Note that at 
this time Diboll's Texas 

County. Dred Devereaux, long-time Southeastern Railroad 
extended northeast in roadmaster of Diboll's Texas the direction of 

Southeastern Railroad, worked for J. Lindsey Springs log- 
ging camp, whish was 

Press Carter in Nacogdoches County near the present coun- 

constructing railroad bridges and log ty landfill off Farm 
Road 58. 

cars beginning in 1905. In fact, accord- 
ing to Devereaux in a 1954 oral history 
interview, he dismantled the Emporia 
mill machinery and hauled it to 
Nacogdoches County for "the Carter 

LEFT: This photograph 
people" in 1907. of nixie Boykin (far 

right) with her friends With no miu, the town of Emporia Sally and Brice Bean is  

soon died. The post office discontinued reputed to have been 
taken at Emporia, 

in April 1907, and a growing Diboll Texas, in about 1905. 

communiry soon absorbed most of Hixle's father, William 
E. Boykln, was a school 

Emporia's identity. teacher at either Diboll 

Oral history interviews from the or Emporia, according 
to the U.S. Census of 

1980s to the present tell of a consider- 1900. 



The mill pond dam reportedly broke in the 
early 1960s and the pond was drained. Pine 
trees, planted over much of the area of the former 
pond, leave little indication today of the 
sawmill's location. The 1960s Maynard Street 
extension project in south Diboll passes west- 
ward across the former HE&WT railroad track; 
and over a small creek which once formed the 
pond. Part of the pond's east embankment 
remains visible today just inside the pine woods, 
south of Maynard Street and west of the Union 
Pacific tracks. An historical marker, placed in 
1996 at the southeast corner of Booker and 
Maynard streets, marks the general vicinity of 
what was once Emporia. 

ABOVE: 

An Emporia Lumber Company letterhead from 
1897. 
Photo muifesy of Forssl Histoiya!!ea;ons, Slephen F. Aos(in Slate 
Univemily, Namgdoches 

BELOW: According to railroad timetables, 

Emporia was located at milepost 106. This 

August 1999 photo (view looking north) 

shows milepost 106 near Diboll's Maynard 

Street crossing of the former HE&WT tracks, 

now part of the Union Pacific System. The 

playground of the Katherine Sage Temple 

Daycare is in the woods in the right back- 

ground. The Emporia millpond was located 

just west of the tracks. 



FASTRILL 
Southrn Tine Lumber Company's Finest Logginj Camp - - - - - - 

by Jonathan Gerland 

S o m e  former residents say it was an "enchanted 
town, as pretty a logging camp as a person ever went 
to," with beautiful sycamore trees lining wide streets 
and picket fences surrounding most yards. Others 
vow it was simply "the best logging camp in Texas." 

Located near the banks of the Neches 
River in western Cherokee County, Fastrill was 
established in 1922 by Southern Pine Lumber 
Company at Diboll to harvest the company's 
timber holdings in Cherokee and surrounding 
counties. For neady twenty years, Fastrill was a 
thriving and diverse community of 600 per- 
sons, leading some to suggest that the forest 
community was "the most permanent tempo- 
rary logging camp there ever was." I t  is certain- 
ly one of the most fondly remembered places in 
East Texas. 

Eula White Burchtield of Beulah cherish- 
es her many memories of Fastrill. She moved 
there with her parents Robert and Gertrude 
White when she was nine years old in 1924 
and she married there on July 1, 1933, on the 
last night of a Baptist revival preached by Rev. 
John A. W i a m s  of Rusk's First Baptist 
Church. She began her own family at Fastrill, 
and they lived there until the company moved 
them to Diboll in 1941. 

"We were there for each other," Mrs. 
Burchfield remembered about the community 
in a 1999 interview. "No matter what hap- 
pened, or to who, we were always there." 

The town's community spirit certainly fos- 
tered such fond memories. But Fashill was not 
always so noble, at least not in the beginning. 

Vina Wells, who was one of the fmt per- 
B E L W  sons to move to Fastrill, arrived by railroad box Harold and Earl 

car from another log camp at White City in intheirbackyartlat 
Fastrill in q940. 

Among her favorite memories are the 
Christmases in which Paul Durham Sr. deliv- 
ered g h s  door-to-door from a wagon to the 
Fashill children and their families. "To me and 
the other children he was the greatest," she said. 



A s o w :  Fastrill School for 
white children, ca. 1925. 
Back row, left to right: 
teacher Bernice Foster, 
unidentlfied, Raymond 
Wallace, Conine Sanderson. 
Evla White, Mary Kate 
Landrum, the rest 
unidentified. Middle mw: 
Ernie Wright, fifth from 
left, and Gertrude or 
Helen Goetrman, sev- 
enth from left. All others 
are unidentified. Fastrill 
students finished their 
education in Slosum, 
Elkhart, or Rusk to 
receive a high school 
diploma. 

San Augustine County. Looking at the Fastrill 
site for the fist time, Mrs. Wells said the place 
"looked like Hell." The town was not yet laid 
out and construction of about 100 houses and 
other town buildings was still in progress. In 
time, Fastrill took shape and became the place 
most people remember today 

The name Fastrill. like some other area 
place names, is a combination of letters from 
surnames. FA came from Diboll postmaster 
Frank Farrington; STR came from Southern 
Pine Lumber Company logging camp super- 
intendent P.H. Swauss, and ILL from woods 
foreman Will Hill. According to the Cherokee 
County Historical Commission, Fastrill was 
first named Hiton, but the name was rejected 
by the U.S. Postal System for some unknown 
reason. The eventual post office at Faswill 
operated from December 1922 through 
September 1941. 

As a base of logging operations for the 
Diboll sawmills, Fastrill replaced several other 
log camps, including White City in San 
Augustine County and Alcedo in Angelina 
County. Most men left the camps for the 
woods at six o'clock in the morning and did 
not return u n d  nearly six o'clock that evening, 
often working six days a week. 

Clingim for life to a log- 
ging chain, Buwis said he 
"looked back along the 

to a rim of ,scared 
white faces. The tmin 

buckd and rolled. Any 

second, it seemed, the 
cars would take wing." 

As at the parent mill towns, camp towns 
usually occupied Sundays with worship, rest, 
and recreation. Dolores Guerra Juxez, who 
was born at Fastrill, remembers that "the whole 
town," it seemed, would swim in the Neches 
River on Sunday afternoons. 

By company railroad it was about 46 miles 
from Diboll to Faswill. According to Texas 
southeastern Railroad maps of the 1920s, 
points out of Diboll along the road, which 



crossed the Neches River twice, included Blix 
and Gilbert in Angelina County; Vair, 
Rayde,  and Neff in Trinity County; and 
Walkerton, Kenleyvllle, Bluff City, and Reed's 
Section in Houston County. Branch and spur 
roads extended for many miles in all directions 
from the mainline at Fastrill over which 
loaded log cars traveled daily to the mills at 
Diboll. 

Railroad crews were among Fastrill's 
approximately 200 male workers. In a 1969 
newspaper interview, J.D. Burris remembered 
many long days of track laying through diffl- 
cult red clay cuts in Anderson County in the 
summer of 1926. Burris said it was then and 
there, at the age of seventeen, that he received 

formed a constant procession to the iced water 
keg." Burris did not think he would finish the 
day. He remembered how sweet the log train's 
whistle sounded when it blew quitting time 
that evening. Burris and the exhausted track 
layers eagerly joined the logging wews and 
climbed onto empty flat cars and loaded log 
cars for a train ride back to camp. Burris 
recalled the engineer starting down the first hill 
"wide open." With his train piled to capacity 
with both logs and men, the engineer seemed 
to "take aim at each hill. . .with a cigar damped 
in iron jaws and his face leaning from the cab like 
the face of doom." 

CLinging for life to a logging chain, Burris 
said he "looked back along the train to a rim of 

nsovE: Della Burshfield 
his "baptism of fire in the service of Southern .,.,re, box) and 

Pine." The hard baked clay, steep hills, and "a OeeNde White picking 
berries along the TSE 

mass of post oak feeder m t s "  made the days tracks at Fastrill in 

seem to lam forever. 1935. 

On one particular day, Bunis said, "the 
sun was like a live coal to our skins, tough men 
were filling out, and the handful of us left 

scared white faces.The 
train bucked and 
rolled. Any second, it 
seemed, the cars would 
take wing." Following 
many more hills and 
after "roaring" over the 
Neches River trestle, 
Burris and the others 
arrived safely in camp, 
laughing and joking 
about their wild ride. 

BELOW: As a long-time log 
train engineer, Cherokee 
County native Henry 
Titus Mooney (b. 1878, d. 
1957) was a "hero" to 
many Fastrill children. 
He is shown here leaning 
out of the cab of 
Southern Pine Lumber 
Company engine number 
13 in the late 1920s. 



"He sure gave us an airing out," Burris remem- 
bered evelyone saying. 

After surviving the Great Depression, the 
noble logging camp closed in 1941 when tim- 
ber in the area was scarce and logging by mcks 
from many different areas had become more 
efficient than by company railroad. Nearly all 
of the families were moved by the company to 
Diboll, and Southern Pine effectively discon- 
tinued use of logging camps, although a small 
camp at Daisetta, near the Liberty-Hardin 
county line, operated from 1949 to 1953. 

Most of the houses at Fastrill were quick- 
ly torn apart for needed building materials dur- 
ing World War 11. The Arthur Temple Sr. 
Forest Research h a ,  established in 1952, now 
occupies much of the site once known as 
Fastrill. 

Beginning in 1955, former residents of and raise a family" Still enchanted, Mrs. 
Fastrill and their families began returning to BurcMeld lamented recently, "I would move 
the area for a community reunion the second back there today, ifMr.Temple would let me." 
Sundav in Tune. The annual reunion. bemn bv , - . u ,  

-WE: R i  Bottom Java. Disk Bu.sMield poun a sup 
John Richard Powers and ol his "famous" Necks River cofree at the Fastdl1 

Burchtield, has been attended every year. Reunion on June 13.1!199. 

Although little visible evidence of the for- 
mer community exists todav, Fasmll remain.; BELOW Log train engine number 7 chug. mmugh th. 

woods near Fartrill in the 1930s. Note that three m 
alive in memo? as "'just an ideal place to li1.t. climbed to the top ol the loader tor the photographer. 



A Look at Two Early Angelina 
County Logging Camps ~hrough 

the U.S. Census of 1900 
b y  J o n a t h a n  G e r l a n d  

W h e n  the fed- ing school. The aver- 
era1 census recorded age age of those 
the population of employed was 32 
Angelina County in years; the ages of the 
1900, the enumera- three students were 
tor made special 

Ange 
C0l 

fkin 

'Lindsey S 
Logging ( 

nporla 
9gging Can 

seven, eight, and ten 
efforts to distinctly years. The youngest 
identify the commu- male laborer was 
nities of "Lindsey William Noble (15 
Springs Logging years old); the oldest 
C a m p  and This map ihows the appmxlmate locations of Lindsey carpenter wC. 
"EmPoria Logging S ~ ~ i n g s  and Emporia logging camps. Lindsey Springs was Griffin (67 years 

located in the Thomas Cam and Jose Labsume surveys, 
Camp," providing about a mile ~ e ~ t h e a ~ t  of thy.. Angelina County land fill old). A large majority 
rare insight into the off Farm Road 58. Emporia Camp's precise location is of those employed 

unknown, but it was probably located In the vicinity of M a t  
social history of early became the sawmill town of Manning. were day laborers and 
East Texas logging teamsters, who worked 
practices. These camps were extended communi- with teams of oxen and mules to transport and load 
ties of Southern Pine Lumber Company at the cut logs. Besides these occupations, there was 
Diboll and Emporia Lumber Company at a railroad section foreman, a log contractor, a saw 
Emporia, respectively, and both forest communi- filer, and a general merchandise salesman, sug- 
ties existed solely to hawest distant timber lands gesting the possibility that the camp had a com- 
and transport the timber by company railroads to pany store. 
neighboring sawmills on the Houston East & 
West Texas mainline railroad. 

Lindsey Springs 
'I'he manuscript census 

returns show that on June 20, 
1900 there were 110 persons 
living at "Lindsey Springs 
Logging Camp." Of Aese per- 
sons, 6 3  were males and 47 
were females, representing 27 
households. Household size 
ranged from one to seventeen 
persons. The largat household 
consisted of the six family 
members of R.B. Tucker and 
his eleven boarders. 

Of the 63 males, 45 were 
employed in an occupation 
and three were listed as arrend- 

BELOW: AS a S0YHI.m 
Pine Lumber Company 
logging camp, Lindsey 
Springs was about five 
years old when this pho- 
tograph was made in 
late 1903 by an 
American Lumberman 
photographer. The iden 
tities of the two men 
are unknown, but the 
saw filer is possibly 
Jesse Weeks, who was 
the only person listed in 
the 1900 Census of 
Lindsey Springs with 
that occupation. 



ABOVE: Southern Pine 
Lumber Company "flat- 
heads" take s break 
fmm their work to pose 
for an unidentified phc- 
tographer, ca. 1903. 
m e  saw filer is p s i b l y  
Jesse Weeks. 

Of the 47 females at Lindsey Springs. 22 
were identified as mothen. Six women had given 
birch to seven or more children. Three women 
(46 year old Sarah Weir, 57 year old S. J. White, 
and 72 year old Mary Ryans) were each the 
mother of ten children. The widow Mary Ryans 
lived with her son-in-law W. W. Johnson and his 
wife Emma, apparently Mary's daughter. The 
ages of the two female students at the camp were 
six and fourteen. 

The community was definitely Southern in 
nativity. Of all 11 0 residents, only four were born 
outside of the southern United States. These 
came from the states of Pennsylvania and Illinois 
and the countries of Germany and Norway The 
native of Norway was 38 year old Isaac Hanson, 
a cross tie maker. The native of Germany was 45 
year old John Hall, a carpenter. The manner in 
which the names are enumerated suggests that 

Anna (3). and their sons William (17), Sani (12). 
George Jr. (lo), and Edgar (4). George Sr. was a 
teamster, who worked in the woods with his old- 
est son William. 

Only seven of Lindsey Springs' 110 resi- 
dents were identified as black "in color or race." 
These persons included 50 year old Dock 
Thompson, a day laborer, and his 47 year old 
wife Sarah. They had been married ten years, 
and Mrs. Thompson was the mother of five chil- 
dren who all lived elsewhere. There was also 40 
year old J.V. Shaver, a day laborer and native of 
Illinois. Then there was 20 year old EUa Taylor 
and her 18 year old brother Henry Taylor. Ella, 
whose occupation was "washer woman," was the 
only female in Lindsey Springs who was listed 
with employment. And finally there was 40 year 
old Charlie Nayes and 15 year old William 
Noble, both day laborers and native Texans. 

the Hanson and Hall families lived next to one As we will see in looking at Emporia Camp's 
another, between the Mooney and Arrington racial makeup, Lindsey Springs' relatively low 
families. African-American population (only 6% of the 

The largest family living at Lindsey Springs whole) seems striking. 
in June 1900 was that of 47 year old George 
Weir. With his wife Sarah lived their daughters 
Felicia (25 years old), Marie (24), Liie (15). and 



Emporia Camp 
Emporia Camp was a little larger than 

Lindsey Springs, having 155 residents on June 
14, 1900. Of these, 99 were males and 56 were 
females. Of these females, 23 were idenrifled as 
mothers. These mothers had given birth to 72 
children, but only 52 ofthese children were iden- 
tified as still living. Forty five of the 52 surviving 
children were then living at Emporia Camp. 
Only 11 of these children at the camp were list- 
ed as attending school. These students consisted 
of six girls (three white and three black) and five 
boys (four white and one black). Emporia Camp 
had a resident school teacher, a 28-year old white 
male born in Texas. 

Occupations at the two camps were fairly 
similar. "Day laborer" was perhaps the most 
common recorded occupation in both camps. 
Like Lindsey Springs, Emporia Camp had one 
railroad foreman, one dry goods salesman, and 
one "washer woman," but only Emporia Camp 
had a school teacher and a bookkeeper. Emporia 
Camp also had three locomotive engineers and 
four blacksmiths. Lindsey Springs had no one 
with these occupations. Neither camp had a res- 
ident doctor. 

L i e  Lindsey Springs, Emporia Camp was 
predominantly Southern in nativity. Only five 
persons at Emporia Camp were born outside the 
southern United States. Two each were natives of 
England and Sweden. The other person was 
born in Michigan. One person, 29-year old 
Mary Jackson, a "washerwoman" who was iden- 
tified as black in "color or race," was born in the 
Indian Territory. 

Thirry-one year old L.C. Fernanda, one of 
three locomotive engineers at Emporia Camp, 
was a white native of Louisiana whose parents 
were both born in France. Another locomotive 
engineer at Emporia Camp was 54-year old H A  
Chadwick, who was born in England and came 
to the United States in 1849. Two of Emporia 
Camp's four blacksmiths were born in Sweden. 
Joel Oldson, 40 years old, came to the U.S. in 
1865; John Aixon, 56 years old, came to the U.S. 
in 1868. 

The most notable contrast between the two 
camps is the differences in racial makeup. Of 
Emporia Camp's 155 residents, 94 (61 % of the 
whole) were identified as black, while only seven 
(6% of the whole) of Lindsey Springs' 110 resi- 

dents were listed as black. By comparison, the 
relative black population of Angelina County in 
1900 was 16%, while forTexas it was 20%. The 
reason for the racial differences is unknown, but 
it would seem both camps were atypical, each in 
its own way. 

Conclusion 
The sawmill at Emporia burned in March 

1906 and was not rebuilt. The Emporia Log 
Camp, as visited by the census taker in 1900, 
would not have existed beyond the mill's 
destruction. Coincidentally, the Temple logging 
camp at Lindsey Springs did not last past 1906 
either, as Southern Pine Lumber Company con- 
solidated its logging operations westward into 
Trinity and connecting counties at this time. 
Nevertheless, the recordings of the U.S. Census 
offer a unique perspective into EastTexas logging 
camp sociery at the turn of the century. 

(7his list is not definitive, but it 

camps. Some dates are a , and some early camps . ~. ,, , ' 

possibly sow brief revivals cn and '40s. If anyone has 
further information on Southern er Company camps, ', 
please call the Archives at 409- +.~ 

'Y.,., 

Lindsey Springs (Angelina 

Camp No. 1 or Ra 



IBVOVE: This Is a 1907 
photo of Swthern Plne 
Lumber Company's Camp 
NO. I, which was not, as 
the name might suggest. 
the company's first log- 
glng camp. Established 
in Trlnity County, about 
thlrteen miles northwest 

Lamp 

F o r  three quarters ofa century, from the 1870s through the 
1940s, logging work camps were a way of life for many East 
Texans. Like other forest communities in the southern United 
States, East Texas camps usually existed year round and included 
the families of the workers. These families often lived in relative 
solitude deep in the virgin forests - their only connection with the 

.ette outside world being the logging railroad which led 
back to the sawmill and parent company town. 

by Ju,.~,,,,, (:c,l3,ld 

of Diboll in 1906, Camp 1 
replaced the Angelma . , 
County camp of Llndsey I 
Springs. Note the pres- 
ence of only women and 
children in the isolated 
forest surroundings and 
the rectangular 'box' 
housing, whish was 
designed to be portable. 
The outsides of the hous- 
es were painted e dull 
"railroad" red; the insides 
were sometimes painted 
white. Water was sup- 
plied by the Neches River 
in wooden tanks hauled 
to the camp on railroad 
flat cars. 

~IGHT: Moving day al one of 
Southern Pine Lumber 
Companfs logging camps, 
ca. 1915. 



But trips back to town were uncommon. 
Camps were self-contained, although temporary, 
communities. A camp family worked and lived 
in the woods. Necessities such as food and cloth- 
ing were provided at the company camp store, a 
miniature version of the sawmill town's commis- 
sary, and camp children usually attended school 
with area farming children, where they were 
often looked down upon as socially inferior. 

LEFT: Unlike earlier 
Southern Pine Lumber 
Company camps, Alcedo, 
which was located near 
the Neshee River in 
Angelina County about 
nine miles northwest of 
Diboll. was a relatively 
large logging camp of 
around 400 to 500 peo- 
ple. A port office opened 
there in 1916 and operat- 
ed until 1924. This is a 
Dhotograph of the cam0 

. . 

ming holes in the Neches River. 
The number of logging camps declined sig- 

nificantly during the 1930s, as concentrated tim- 
ber holdings became more scarce and logging by 
trucks and trailers over public highways from 
many different areas became increasingly cheap- 
er than by company railroads. 

Nor much remains of the more than one 
hundred logging camps which once existed 
across East Texas, except in the hearts and minds 
of the surviving former residents and in a few wl- 
lecred photographs and company records. As a 
former Fastrill resident lamented at this yeais 
camp reunion: "There's nothing left here bur 
memories." 

BELO*: Dinner time for the unidentified crew ot Southern Pine Lumber Company's 
engine (111 st an unknown woods location, ca. 1913. Note the syrup bucket bnches. 



MOTORISTS THROUGH THE DECADES. 

ca. 1918 

Lefk myrcle Nolen poses beside a Southern Pine Lumber C o m p y  
sign just nath d Oiboll on the road from Lufkin, cs. 1918. 



I n  looking at thousands 
of photographs in the 
Archives' holdings, it 

seems men rarely smile 
while working and 

women always smile, 
or at least when 

being photographed. 

1. Eather Barlow finishes the 
threads on what appears to be a 
plunger handle, ca. 1960. 

2. Rlght: Marie Smith (left) and 
Oveta Anthony stack long han- 
dles, ea. 1960. 

3. Temple toilet seat assembly 
lines at Pineland in February 
1960. 

4. From a Temple Molded Seat 
box: "Add beauty to your bath- 
room! A molded wood product for 
greatest durability. Complete 
with fittings for quick, easy 
installation!l. 

5. Left to righk Monty Childs, 
James Love, and Ralph Neville 
tear into a bag of Miracle Mulch 
in 1960. Miracle Mulch was man- 
ufactured by Miramul, Ino., one of 
the many subsidiaries of Temple 
Industries. 

6. Cloae.up view of the "Miracle 
Mulch" bag, ca. 1964. 

7. James Arnold fllls bags wlth 
"Moisty Loam" Miracle Mulch, sa. 
1964. 

TEMPLE 
W k  



ABOVE: This photograph 
is from the July 1912 
issue of The Southern 
Industrial and Lumber 
Review. It  shows Diboll 
sawmills 1 (built in 
1903, destmyed by fire 
in 1968), 2 (built in 
1906, dismantled in 
1954). and 3 (built in 
1912, destmyed by flre 
in 1915). 
I,/i",o m,,iim $t/K 7Pxnc I b r c , r ~  
M,,.crm. I,,lk;". 

HISTORIC HOME TO 

by Jonathan Gerland 

the base ofTemple-owned forest prod- April 1907. Its foundation was concrete and its 

ucts manufamuring plants for more dian a cen- 14 inch by 14 inch piers were capped with cast 
tury, Diboll has long been recognized as a lead- iron plates. The engine foundation was of brick 
ing Texas lumber supplier. Not widely known, and concrete, imbedded three feet in the ground. 
however, is that Southern Pine Lumber Avisitor to the mill in 1907 commented that "it 
Company operated as many as three sawmills runs without a tremor and is as steady as a 
together at Diboll from 1912 to 1915. 

During that brief time, the trade journals 
Southern Lumberman, Southern Industrial and 
Lumber Review, and Gulf Coast Lumberman 
acclaimed Diboll as "the largest sawlnill plant in 
the state ofTexas." The combined daytime out- 
put of the three sawmills was 225,000 board feet 
of pine and hardwood lumber. 

The sawmill known as mill number one 
began operating on June 12, 1903, and was 
reportedly built in only 104 days. This double 
carriage hand pine mill replaced a smaller circu- 
lar saw mill built in 1894. The 1903 mill served 
as Dibolli primary sawmill for nearly seventy 
years until it was destroyed by fire on the after- 
noon ofJanuary 7, 1968. 

The sawmill known as mill number two was 

designed to cut both pines and hardwoods and 

mountain." Long-time company construction 
manager Dred Devereaux, who had a reputation 
for building everything Inore solid than it really 
needed to be, remarked in 1954 during the dis- 
mantling of this mill that it was "a mighty fine 
building"--truly a compliment from Diboll's 
master builder from the 1910s through the 
1950s. 

Construction of sawmill number three was 
completed in early 1912. This mill was designed 
ro cut hardwoods exclusively. Although report- 
edly one of the best constructed mills in the 
country at the time, its history is brief, for a fire 
destroyed the mill during the night of April 8. 
1915. "For some time," reporters said, "the 
entire plant was threatened." Fortunately, only 
mill three was lost; the combined efforts of the 
various crews saved the other mills, yards, and 

was also a band saw mill. It began operation in the town. The fire loss was estimated at $90,000. 



The mill was only 'bartially covered by insur- 
ance," and was not rebuilt. 

Of course fires in and around sawmills and 
lumber yards were not uncommon in the 1910s. 
A cinder from a passing steam locomotive or 
from the mill's boilers or refuse burner could 
ignite mill buildings, sheds, and yards in only a 
matter of minutes. 

There were certainly many other mill fires in 
East Texas during 1915. Although Diboll did 
lose a whole mill that year, other mill towns, such 
as Aldridge in northwestern Jasper County, lost 
far more. O n  July 19 the Aldridge Lumber 
Company lost their entire plant, including 
sawmill, plalling mill, lumber sheds, and about 
eight million feet of lumber. A loaded train of 
lumber in the yard was also destroyed. The mill 
had only recently been rebuilt h e r  suffering an 
earlier disastrous fire. The reported financial loss 
this second time was estimated at $250,000, and the 
mill town was abandoned. Ruins nfAldridge are still 
visible today in the Angelina National Forest. 

Diboll remains, however, as the state's oldest 
continously owned and operated forest products 
manufacturing site. 
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The 1968 sawmill was dismantled and completely rebuilt for 

4 million. becoming onerational in earlv 1999. 

Mill 1 d 

BELOW Tkls is a view of Diboll sawmill number 3 from 

scrou the mill pond of sawmill number 2, oa. 1914 

Sawmill number 3, a hardwoml mill built in 1912, 

burned in 1915 and was not rebuilt. 



Diboll Mail 
Deliverv 

b y  J o n a t h a n  G e ~ I n n d  

RIGHT: Dlboll mayor 
Clyde Thompson (sen- W h e n  Diboll incorporated as 
ter) and city adminis- 
trator will a city in May 1962, citizens had to 
(right) watch Frank send and receive mail at the local 
Hea ton  install  new 
street signs in early post ofice. House to house city 
September '965. The delivery of mail was not a service of 
steel s igns  replaced 
wooden ones and the Diboll Post Oftice until 
removed the  last September 1965, a little more than 
remaining obstacle to 
D ~ ~ O I I  receiving ,=ity three years after incorporation. 
mail delivery. Interestingly, this is about the same 

amount of time it took the 1893 
"town" of Diboll to receive the post ofice itselfin 
1897. Before this, Diboll mail was delivered to 
Emporia, a neighboring sawmill town a mile to 
the south. It is also interesting that early 
Southern Pine Lumber Company stationary 
included the Emporia renlrn address. 

FBorts during the 1950s to receive house to 
house mail delivery included house numbering, 
street naming, and street sign installation. The 

Diboll Lions Club sponsored the installation of 
75 new street signs in 1959. These 

ns, however, were 
replaced six years later with 100 

"permanenr-type" steel signs at 
city expense. The Free Press 

! called the city project the "last 
\ remaining obstacle" to Diboll 
1 gaining approval for city mail 

Diboll's request for 
house to house mail delivery 
was approved by the U.S. 

l'ostal Service within only days of erecting the 
new signs. U.S. Senator Ralph Yarborough 
announced the good news, and Diboll 
Postmaster B.F. Hines advised Diboll residents to 
change their box numbers to house numbers if 
they so desired. According to the Free Press, res- 
idents living west of the railroad tracks were to be 
served by a carrier in an automobile. Residents 
were to install "suitable mailboxes next to the 
road or curb in front of their home." Residents 
living east of the railroad tracks were to be served 
by a walking carrier. These residents were to 
install a "suitable mailbox at the front door of 
their home." Postmaster Hines defined unsuit- 
able mailboxes as "cigar boxes." 

City delivery began on Wednesday, 
September 29,1965. Eugene Smith was the wr- 
rier on the walking route and Darwin "Bo" 
Smith was the carrier on the driving roirte. 

For "Bo" Smith, it was his first day to work for 
the U.S. Postal Service. He says he received training 
in Lufkin the morning of the 29th and returned to 
Diboll that afternoon to deliver the mail. 



IN, i 
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15115. 

rke. Texar 

For the first few months, "Bo" Smith used muddy srreet intersections with captions 
his own automobile to deliver the mail, before such as "Are These Streets?" 
Diboll received an International Scout offi- Dibollb time for city mail 
cia1 postal vehicle. Smith says the delivery had come. According 
unpaved streets of 1965 were often to a 1964 City of Diboll 
impassable, so he walked bare- publication, the local 
footed through the mud many post office was then 
times to get the mail out. Free handling about 3 mil- 
Press headlines during lion pieces of mail annual- 
September and October ly, compared with only 
told of the city's new 400,000 pieces during the year 
$174.000 street improvement 1950. The estimated population 
plan which was imderway, and editor for Diboll in 1964 was 2,800 persons 
Paul Durham included. photographs of 

1eo"e: 
Early Diboll mail went 
to Emporia. After 
Diboll received a post 
office in 1897, "Dlboll, 
Texas" was stamped 
over "Emporia. Texas" 
on Southern Pine 
Lumber Company let- 
terhead. 

LEFT: 

Wait a minute 
Mr. Postman! 
Darwin 'Bo" Smith 
collects the mail, 
sa. 1965. 



Parents by t he Pupils of tbe Oibell Public Schools 2Tove:riber 15, 1g 
-. 

ABOVE: 

The masthead from the A 1 9 2 0 s  Today, more than seventy years later, dle papers 
first issue of The Pine are an excellent source of D~boll social history. 
Leaf, November 15, 
1927. First graders were "coming to school clean" 

D , i b o l l  . . . . .  

in January 1928, according to the paper. 
Students "were given a sample bar of Palmolive 

d ,. , , ,.* 
soap each, and also little health booklets." First 

S t u d e n t  graders were also encouraged to attend Sunday 

- ,  ' ; .. i School regularly. Pupils who attended Sunday 
School, remrtedThe P i e  Leaf delieht- u 

Newspaper . . 
ed at seeing their names written on the 

.. - ., chalk-board each Monday morning in 
colored chalk. 

Diboll school children certainly did their 
.. part in a March 1928 counry-wide "rat killing . 

contest." Ptiies were 

1 n t e r e s t i n g a m d e d  for killing 
+ ,, .,. ,, * the most rats. - 

During just the first week, 
seven Diboll boys killed 342 of the dreaded 
varmints. Cleveland Waltman set the pace the 
first week by killing 121, earning h i  the cover- H i s 0 Y ed ride "Chief Pied Piper ofthe Diboll Sihoo1s.)) 

., . .. . ., 
In the fall of 1927, the first year Spanish 

By Jonathan Gerland 

&ong the newspaper holdings at the 
Archives are several issues of The Pine Leaf from 
1927 and 1928. This Diboll student publication, 
apparently a local response to a deepening 
national interest in parent-teacher associations, 
was published every rwo weeks by the senior dass 
for the parents of Diboll students. 

"The purpose of the paper," said its editors, 
was "not to make money, but to help the school 
by keeping the parents and the town in general 
informed as to what the school is accomplishing 
and enlisting their cooperation in its plans." 
Annual subscriptions were 15 cents for pupils, 
25 cents for "town people," and 35 cents for 
anyone living outside Dibnll. Among the earliest 
subscribers were T.L.L. and H.G. Temple. 

Class organized a Spanish Club, whose motto 
was La Que Bien Aprende No Se Obvedo- 
"What is well learned is not easily forgotten." 
Monthly dues were ten cents, but an additional 
ten cent "tax" was assessed if a member missed a 
semi-monthly meeting. The club had 26 charter 
members. Officers included Sheldon Bateman, 
president; Vivian Weeks, vice president; Bertha 
Weisinger, secretary-treasurer; Zada Miles, 
reporter; and Macbeth Warner, assistant reporter. 

In sports news, the Diboll high school bas- 
ketball team beat Corrigan 21 to 2 in a wild 
game on November 4, 1927. A couple months 
later, Diboll beat L&n twice 21 to 20 and 29 
to 8 in back to back games on January 11, 1928. 
The first game was played in Lufkin, followed by 
the second on the Diboll court. 

The March 21, 1928 issue reported that 
practice was going well for the baseball team. 
Edwin Nelson was showing up everyday "and 
putting in some hard work." Bill Agee was rec- 



o@ as "one of the outstanding catchers in all ating effect of plain loafing?" Durham believed 
East Tm." 

Although the Pine Leaf was generally light- 
hearted, it did have a serious side on occasion. 
Some unidentified boys were admonished in the 
January 18, 1928 issue for being careless with 
fireworks over the Christmas break. Their reck- 
less fun resulted in the burning ofthe high school 
water tank 

But perhaps the most serious article came 
from E.C. Durham, secretary of the school board 
of trustees and superintendent of the Texas 

Southeastem Railroad. Durham wrote a relative- 
ly lengthy letter in the March 21, 1928 issue, 
counseling Diboll parents to become more 
actively involved in their sons' education and 
well being. 

To Durham, the real "question" of the 1920s 
for which all society was being pressed for an 

answer was "What will we make of our boys?" 
Should they be allowed the "pastimes of the 
highway, the false fellowship of the liquor bottle, 
rhe excitement of the crap game, or the enerver- 

the only alternative to such ruin was through 
physical exercise and the community's encour- 
agement of "clean athletic contests," where 
young boys' active minds would be suitably 
"employed." 

"Every citizen should visit the athletic field 
and observe the boys at play," Durham said. 
"The young bodies developing reserves of 
strength for emergencies of later life, the grace of 
movement, the fine coordination of mind and 
body, the spirit of teamwork, the love of fair play, 
the respect for order, the resourcefulness, self- 
reliance, enthusiasm, and hopefulness are plainly 
to be seen and will inspire confidence in the 
worth of our boys and Faith in their future." 
Durham asked that everyone give of their "time 
and money in order that we and those who fol- 
low us may one day realize our most priceless 
asset - our bovs." 

If anyone knows the location of any other 
Pine Leaf newspapers or others like it, please call 
the Archives at 829-3543. 

U -,,self-reliance, 

/ enthusiasm, and 

hopefulness are 

plainly to be seen 

and will inspire 

confidence in the 

worth of our boys 

and faith in 

their future. " 

LEFT: Dlboll S~h00l 
Super in tendent  
C.H. "Bear" Miller 
with baseball and 
bat, sa. 1927. 



NEW ACCESSIONS 
During the year, there were more than eighty accwions of archival materials, donated 

by more than thirty individuals. In addition, the Free Press newspaper archive increased in 
about 10,OOO~photographs from the 1950s through the 1990s. 

,h&Iings include the Texas death record index from 1903 through 
ecial census schedules from 1850 to 1880, Angelina County tax rolls from 

1846 to 1910, and East Texas census population schedules for 1880 to 1920. 
New book acquisitions, covering all aspects of forest and local history, numbered more 

than seventy. Noteworthy is the acquisition of the six-volume (6,000+ pages) New 
Handbook ofTexas. 

PATRON SERVICE 
Counting repeat visits, there were more than 860 visitors to the archives during 1999. 

Researchers utilized more than 110 cubic feet of manuscriprs and record volumes, more 

, -.. than 7,000 photographic images, more than 200 newspaper issues, and more than 150 
maps. In addition, archives st& recorded more than 2,200 off-site contacts, more than 

00 telephone contacts, 240 contacts by mail, another 290 by e-mail, and 45 by fax. 
cational presentations made by the archivist to groups or organizations included Lufkin 
ealogical and Historical Society, Diboll Rotary Club, Luniin Kiwanis and Senior 

Kiwanis Clubs, Diboll Independent School District elementary and junior high classes, var- 
ious Temple-Inland groups, a KFDM-TV Beaumont television interview, a group of 
University ofTexas graduate archives students, and Stephen F. Austin State University's hosr- 
ing of a regional meeting of Phi Alpha Theta, the international honor society for srudents 
of history. The archivist also began contributing a weekly historical column to the Diholl 
Free Press in February. 

STAFF 
Jonathan Gerland began as direcrorlarchivist in January. Immediately prior to his wm-  

ing to Diboll, he served four years as archivist for Tj~rell Historical Library in Beaumont. 
He also has experience working for the Sam Houston Regional Library & Research Center 
in Liberty and the Texas Forestty Museum in Lufkin. He is a graduate of L&n High 
School and holds B A  and MA. degrees in history from Stephen F. Austin State University. 
He and his wife Jill have a twenty one month old son named Joseph. 

Assistant archivist Patsy Colbert suffered severe tragedies this year in the unexpected loss 
of her 23 year old daughter Stacy Renee Smith in an automobile accident in February and 
the loss in September of her father, former mayor of Burke, Zusle Rush Jr. Our thoughts 
and prayers remain with Patsy as she continues to cope with the loss of her loved ones. 

Archival assistant DarrellThornhill left in May for College Station to pursue a career in 
computer science. Darrell was a valued employee for two years, and archives and lihraly staff 
were saddened by his departure hut wish him well in his career endeavors, 

VOLUNTEER NEWS 
Louis Landers volunteered throughout the year, but began consistently averaging about 

thirty hours per week in August. Among other duties, he identifies and arranges the thou- 
graphs in the Free Press archive. Keep up the good work, Louis! 
&year, members of the Diboll Historical Society assisred the Archives in col- 
i'bing, and indaring oral history recordings as well as recording tombstones 

in the Diboll Community Cemetery into a computer data base. 



Volunteer Louis Landers identifies and On the 70th anniversary of the event, frequent 
arranges photogaphs from the extensive donor and visitor Edwin Nelson poses in April with 
Free Press archive. the plaque he helped win in the 1929 Oiboll vs. 

Lufkin Bicycle Relay Race in which the Diboll 
YMCA pedaled to L a i n  faster than the Luf*in Times section in rnrs tsnv. 
YMCA pedaled to Diboll. 
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Memorial Hospital of East Texas celebrated its 50th anniver- 
sary this yc ltion's firs ~uni- 
ty-owned IIv.Yllr\l sYIILLIII. miit withvur 5vuLrrrrlLLrrr dssis- 
tance. Governor Bc ter) came n in 
May 1949 to dedic, al. To Go ster's 
left is Arthur Temple Jr. and Walter Allen. To Jester's right is 
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employees, u t ~ s  then in nrs mtn  year or servrce. urganized 
and built entirely b iustry leaders, the Lufkin hospi- 
tal serves today as the tlagshrp facility of the Memorial Health 
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Leamon and Emma Jean Allen Ligon m a l l  the past during 
a recent visit to the Archives. They are looking at an over- 
sized aerial photograph of Diboll from about 1950, which 
was rescued this year from the old commissary building. 
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