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One of Diboll’s civic clubs purchased this 
16MM movie camera for Ralph Magill in 1955. 
An avid photographer, he filmed the Diboll 
High School football games from 1955 to 1961.

from the 
Magill and Durham Family Collections

By Emily E. Hyatt 

 A much beloved Dibollian during the 1950’s 
and early 1960’s, Ralph Magill operated Cash Drug 
#3 and was the pharmacist and manager of what 
was one of the Village Shopping Center’s anchor 
stores. Ralph and his wife Pris, along with sons Bruce 
and Mike, were active in many of Diboll’s civic 
and charitable institutions. He was a member of 
the Lions Club, the Booster Club, the Quarterback 
Club, the Diboll Day Committee, Diboll Merchant’s 
Association, the Jack Backers, and the Little League 
Board of Directors. He also managed a little league 
team and the entire family were members of Diboll 
First United Methodist Church. He was a tireless 
fundraiser during Diboll Day activities and worked 
within the various organizations to bring new 

amenities to the city, including a tennis court and 
community pool. His drug store was more than a 
place to purchase medication, but carried all sorts 
of goods and included a soda fountain that was a 
gathering spot for Dibollians young and old. 
 Ralph Magill loved photography and carried 
his camera throughout the town and to civic and 
social events. He and his wife were also close friends 
with Free Press editor Paul Durham and his wife 
Beth. Together, the two families photographically 
recorded family and civic events, school days, and 
celebrations. The photos that follow are a selection of 
images from both families, including the drug store, 
scenes from Diboll events during the 1940’s and 
1950’s, and a partial pictorial record of the people 
and places that made Diboll a small, but active town 
during that period.

Diboll 
Scenes
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A happy scene at the Cash Drug #3 soda fountain in 1954 or 1955. Employee Joyce 
Jeanette Ford is on the right.

Fountain Girl Maureen Wilkerson Bridwell smiles behind the soda 
fountain counter in about 1957.

Cash Drug #3 employee Aline Stovall, February 1957.
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Elaine Taylor and Berniece Arnold, 1957.

Diboll’s town doctor, Dr. Rice, Mrs. Rice, and Pris Magill 
at the counter at the Cash Drug #3 soda fountain, 
during the summer of 1953.

Diboll native and future judge John Hannah shops at 
the Cash Drug #3 in 1957.
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Diboll native, Diboll High School class of 1941 graduate, and 
World War II veteran Fred Nelson smiles as he works at one 
of Diboll’s retail stores in the 1950’s.  

Dibollians shop at the Western Auto in Diboll’s 
Village Shopping Center in the 1950’s.
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Diboll High School students Janette Shipp, Sandi Anthony, Brenda 
Sheffield, and Steve Maynard pictured outside the Western Auto, 
ca. 1972.

In another 1972 photo, Diboll 
sophomore Brenda Sheffield, and 
seniors Steve Maynard, Sandra 
Anthony, and Janette Shipp pose with 
the Dixie Furniture van in Diboll.  Billy 
Griggs and Paul Spivey owned the store, 
whose mascot and logo featured a duck 
wearing a rebel cap that proclaimed 
“A Little Down on a Big Bill.” The store 
was destroyed by fire in 1968, but was 
rebuilt.  In 1985, the Dixon family of 
Lufkin bought the store and changed its 
name to Dixon Furniture.  ACE Hardware 
currently occupies the building.   
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Diboll High School senior Steve Maynard, sophomore Brenda Sheffield, and seniors Bruce Durham 
and Sandra Anthony stand outside Lee’s Food Center in 1972.  Leighton Lee owned the store that was 

located in a building owned by Sherod Powell.  It was the location of the former Powell’s Grocery. 

Ralph Magill (left) and an 
unnamed friend try out one of 

Horace Stubblefield’s fiberglass 
boats, a new business venture 

in August 1957. The short-
lived company known as the 

Flying Fish Boat Company 
manufactured boats for SPLCo 

employees around the time 
Lake Sam Rayburn was being 

impounded, in anticipation 
of the new recreational 

opportunities it would bring. 
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Diboll High School Future Farmers of America students 
surround the school sign. Standing: Jerry Chandler, 
Vernon Oaks and Bob McCurry. Seated: Cloyce Evans, 
Willy Thompson, Wilton Wooten and Jerry Breazeale.

Diboll High School senior Charles Havard shoots a jump shot 
during a game in 1959.
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Diboll High School’s 1949 Halloween King and Queen, Peggy Boren and Van Davison.
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#88, Bobby Ramsey, carries the ball during a Diboll High School Football Game in 1959.

Diboll High School Typing Class, 1950.  Left to right from back wall, left row: 
Robert Walters, Avery Jones, Jimmie Beth Jordan, Billie Jean Walker and 
Teacher Tina Jo Griswald. Far Right from back to front: Joyce Read, Joe Ed Curry, 
Ona Faye Bobbitt, Jo Nell Placker.
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Jimmie Beth Jordan, Jo Nell Vaught and Martha Honea ride in a horse drawn wagon in 1949.

Gayle Farley and Bruce Durham 
show off a t-shirt advertising Diboll, 
Texas as the Texas Wood Capital of 
the South in 1960.
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Anne Cooke, Lauri Durham and Jean Greer celebrate Fire Prevention Week ca.1970.
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Bennis Franks and his daughter Suzanne at a 
talent show in Diboll. 
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Esther Queen Pennington in the early 1900’s.
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By Shannon Ramsey and 
   Emily E. Hyatt

 History is only as complete as the historical re-
cord, which tends to favor the official, the powerful, 
the prominent, the educated, and the advantaged. 
While sometimes this is purposeful, for the most 
part this is merely a result of how societies, and thus 
their records, are structured. Business and legal re-
cords, news accounts, and organizational records are 
necessary for these institutions to function on a day 
to day basis and must be complete to be useful to 
their creators. When they are preserved, they make 
up an invaluable resource for documenting and 
understanding the past. The History Center devotes 
a large amount of time and resources to acquiring, 
processing, digitizing, and making these official 
records available because they are our windows into 
how the institutions and groups that shaped our 
lives worked. 
 However, there are always voices missing from 
the historical record – those that were not in official 
positions, or educated, or prominent, or advan-
taged. Women, minorities, those that supported 
themselves by working the land instead of working 
for an employer – their voices are harder to find in 
the historical record. The History Center attempts 
to fill in these gaps every day, collecting papers and 
photos donated by families and social clubs and 
churches. We want to tell as much of the story of 
East Texas as we can. This is why we were thrilled 
earlier this year to receive the papers and corre-
spondence of Esther Pennington Ramsey, a Shelby 
County farmer’s wife, mother, and grandmother 
who witnessed the immense changes in rural East 
Texas from the 1880’s to the 1950’s. 
 The collection, which is now all posted to The 

History Center’s website, contains a few legal docu-
ments, but is almost entirely composed of letters 
and cards written to Esther through her life – from 
family, friends, boyfriends, her husband, govern-
ment officials, and her children. While we don’t 
hear from Esther herself, we can get glimpses of who 
Esther was, how she interacted with her loved ones, 
and how she reacted to changes within the life of 
her family and the wider world. 
 Beginning in 1895, this collection introduces 
Esther as a teenage girl juggling school and church 
and family and boyfriends. It continues through 
her marriage to William Yancy Ramsey in 1906, 
the births of her children, the death of her husband 
and other family members, economic troubles, the 
growth of her children as they finish school and 
move away, world wars, and issues surrounding the 
family farm. 
 Though these are not her words, they are the 
words of those she loved, and who loved her, who 
lived in similar situations and experienced life in 
rural Texas (or were rural people adjusting to the 
growing urban areas of the state). 
 Esther’s descendants uncovered this collection 
of letters and other correspondence cleaning out an 
old house on property that has been in the hands of 
the Ramsey family since the late 1850’s. The house 
was originally constructed using some new lumber, 
along with lumber from the previous house which 
was located nearby (pictured in photo number 3). 
The previous house is where Esther and her husband 
lived and gave birth to all their children and was 
constructed in the early 1900’s and torn down in 
the 1940’s. 
 Esther lived in the house until shortly before 
her death in 1972. Her daughters and one son, Le-
nard, had already moved away and/or married and 

The 
Esther Pennington Ramsey 

Collection 
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no longer lived at home. Her son, Denard, lived in 
the house until he married and moved to Longview, 
Texas in the early 1960’s. Another son, Ellis, lived in 
the house until his death in 2000. 
 The house was unused from 2000 to 2017, 
after having been used for storage for many years. 
Over time, the house was neglected and left to the 
elements. 
 When Shannon Ramsey entered the house 
and began cleaning it in 2017, the furnishings were 
almost exactly as they were in the early 1950’s. 
There were cast iron bed frames, steamer trunks, ce-
dar chests, pie safes, homemade tables in the kitchen 
and on the back porch, the dining room table, and 
Esther’s own bedroom suite which was purchased in 

the late 1950’s. He had no inkling that the trunks 
left untouched for 45 years contained a trove of let-
ters, pictures and other correspondence. 

A Shelby County Family
 Esther, or Ester as it is sometimes written, was 
born on December 14, 1888 in or around Brenham, 
TX. The earliest correspondence in this collection 
is not clear about her location, although one letter, 
dated November 1902, places her in Independence, 
Texas and the writer, in Navasota, Texas. By 1903 
at the age of 15, she appears to be firmly placed in 
Timpson, Texas. There is at least one letter to both 
her and her mother, Emma, from Emma’s parents, 
the Statham’s. 

Esther Ramsey’s grandson, Shannon Ramsey, donated nearly 800 pieces of family correspondence and over 50 family photos to The History Center this year. 
The collection not only preserves the history of his family, but provides a window into the lives of rural East Texans during the transitions of the 20th century. 
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 Esther married William Yancy Ramsey 
(5/8/1860 – 4/13/1939) in 1906 at the age of 18. 
William Yancy, or “Yank” as he was known, was 46 
years old at the time, and had been married previ-
ously to Nettie Lavonna Page. They were divorced 
around the year 1900. There were two children from 
that marriage.
 After Esther and Yank’s marriage, they lived 
on the family farm, which is approximately 75 acres 
and located southeast of Timpson, Texas in Shelby 
County. They raised crops including cotton, water-
melons, tomatoes, peanuts, and corn. This is how 
they made their livelihood. During the Depression, 
the oldest son, Lenard sent money home from his 
job with the Civilian Conservation Corps. After 
Yank’s death in 1939, the middle son, Ellis contin-

ued to operate the farm with the help of the young-
est son, Denard.
 Esther gave birth to seven children, six of 
whom lived to adulthood. 
 The bulk of the letters are written to Esther 
from her children, although there are a few letters 
written to the youngest son, Denard from his older 
siblings. Other letters in the collection originate 
with Esther’s mother Emma Statham, brothers, an 
aunt, and her sister Orange Rebecca. Some of the 
earliest letters were written by Esther’s would-be 
suitors. As a teenage girl, Esther corresponded with 
a number of friends and relatives, all interested in 
her future. Yank Ramsey won her heart, however, 
and the collection turns to Ramsey family matters 
in the early 20th century, with records of their farm, 

The Ramsey family in the 1920’s in front of their home in Shelby County. Left to Right: William Yancy “Yank” 
Ramsey, Ellis David Ramsey, Dorothy Idealia Ramsey, Emma Dean Ramsey, Esther Queen Pennington Ramsey.
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receipts from local businesses, and land records 
mixed in with the family correspondence.
 The lives of Esther’s children mirrored the lives 
of many rural Texans during the middle of the 20th 
century, and this collection is a record of those lives. 
 Esther’s oldest child, Lillie moved to Dallas 
with her first husband in the 1940’s and remained 
in North Texas, never returning to the family farm 
to live. Oldest son Lenard’s work took him away 
from Shelby County as well. He served in the Civil-
ian Conservation Corps during the mid-1930’s and 
was located in the Jasper, Texas area for much of his 

tenure. He worked in Cleveland, Texas and Dallas, 
Texas (in addition to working on the farm) up until 
the time he joined the Army Air Corps in Septem-
ber 1941. He was stationed at Lackland Field in 
San Antonio, Shepherd Field in Wichita Falls, and 
finally Amarillo Field in Amarillo at the time of 
his discharge. While stationed in Amarillo, he met 
Marie, where they spent the remainder of their lives.
 Third-born Dorothy remained in Shelby 
County. She lived her entire life on either the family 
farm and in Center, Texas, working for local retail-
ers. Fourth child Millerd passed away at the age of 6 

The Ramsey family in their garden at home in Shelby County, ca. 1935. Left to Right: William Yancy Ramsey, Emma Dean Ramsey, Lillie Evilina Ramsey, 
Dorothy Idealia Ramsey, Denard Pinkney Ramsey, Esther Queen Pennington Ramsey, William Lenard Ramsey, and Ellis David Ramsey.
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months and 8 days. His cause of death is unknown, 
and he is not mentioned in this collection.
 Fifth-born Ellis never married and except for 
a very short time spent working in the Dallas, Texas 
area, spent his entire life on the farm raising farm 
products, cattle and poultry. Sixth child Emma 
moved to the Dallas area to live with her sister Lillie 
shortly after graduation from high school in the 
early 1940’s. Emma did not return to Shelby Coun-
ty to live. 
 Denard spent time with the U. S. Army, sta-
tioned in Ft. Hood, Texas in the mid 1950’s. In the 
early 1960’s he went to work in Longview, Texas, 
where he lived for ten years. In 1973, he returned 
to the farm and lived there until he passed away in 
2016. 
 Esther Ramsey’s correspondence is important 
as a record of her life and her family. We can read 
about the ebbs and flows in her family’s circum-
stances and fortunes. It is our hope, though that in 
addition to providing insight for Esther’s descen-

dants into their family dynamics, it is also a resource 
for those interested in a bigger picture of life in the 
pivotal years of the end of the 19th century through 
the middle of the 20th century. 
 This one family’s correspondence can be a 
mirror to the similar dramas playing out all over 
East Texas. Rural Texans experienced the influx of 
technology, the Great Depression, and two world 
wars, all of which changed their way of life and led 
to consolidation of schools, and depopulation, as 
well as rural electrification, better access to health 
care and educational opportunities, and steady work 
in factories or mills or other corporate institutions. 
The Ramsey family experienced all of these changes 
firsthand and fortunately, Esther left us a record of 
their experiences, in their own words. 
 Visit www.TheHistoryCenterOnline.com to 
find Esther Queen Pennington Ramsey’s correspon-
dence in the Online Collections, Family History 
Collections. 

Esther Ramsey at home in Shelby County with her chickens, during the 1930’s.



20 Th e Pi n e bo u g h

Images from the National Forests and 
Grasslands of Texas Collection

 The National Forests and Grasslands of Texas 
Collection contains a treasure trove of images that doc-
ument the diversity of activities required to manage and 
utilize the National Forests in East Texas.  Photographs 
document construction and maintenance of recreation 
and office facilities, wildlife, fires, conservation efforts, 
and scientific research, and the process of logging and 

planting trees as harvest management activities.  In 
the pages that follow, History Center staff has chosen 
images that document recreation in the forests, engage-
ment with the public, fire protection, and how the 
NFGT worked with the Army Corps of Engineers and 
local citizens to save five cemeteries from destruction 
during the inundation of the Sam Rayburn Reservoir.  

In 1938, photographer Bluford Muir took a series of photographs documenting the recreation areas in the National Forests 
and Grasslands of Texas.  In this photo, several young swimmers enjoy a float at Ratcliff Lake Recreation Area, Davy Crockett 

National Forest in August 1938.
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Three anglers enjoy fishing Bouton Lake in the Angelina Ranger District in August 1938.
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Three young women look across Boykin Springs Creek on a bridge in the Angelina National Forest.  
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In February 1952, photographer Daniel Todd recorded a visit from the Lufkin Anthony Smith Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution officers to the Golden 
Jubilee Forest, located in the Angelina National Forest and established in 1940 by the Texas Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution and the United States 
Forest Service.  During the Society’s Golden Jubilee Year, or 50th Anniversary, the Daughters established the 30-acre forest about eight miles east of Zavalla.  In 1950, the 
Forest Service planted 35,000 slash pine seedlings.  In the first photo, officers of the Lufkin chapter observe the trees that had since grown to a diameter of six inches
In the second photo, Ranger Antonie and Assistant Supervisor Vincent admire the sign marking the forest and crediting its founders, along with Mrs. G.T. Moughon, Vice-
Regent, Mrs. G.A. Medford, Secretary, Mrs. G.H. Wells, Regent, and Mrs. W.L. Jones, Press Relations.
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When the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers developed their plan for the 

McGee Bend (now Sam Rayburn) Reservoir, 
local residents had to come to terms 

with the imminent inundation of their 
communities.  While legal challenges could 

not stop the project, the government did 
make some provisions to help preserve 

some of the most important parts of these 
communities.  Five local cemeteries and 
the Concord Missionary Baptist Church 

were moved in 1960 through 1961 to land 
donated by the National Forests.  The new 
location on Highway 63, east of Zavalla in 

southern Angelina County, housed remains 
from the McGilberry, Hensarling, Parker, Mott, 

and Sinclair cemeteries.  The residents of 
the Concord community were also forced 

to move, some leaving behind land and 
homes their families had settled during the 
19th century.  Though most of the remains 

from these cemeteries were reinterred in 
the new community cemetery (where they 

were separated by original location) and the 
church and other buildings were moved, not 

all structures from Old Concord made the 
move to higher ground.  Fishermen report 

seeing the original steps from the Concord 
Missionary Baptist Church when lake levels 

recede and experienced anglers know the 
area as a good one for fishing.  

In August 1964, photographer 
Daniel Todd captured the 
growing pastime of trailer 
camping in the recreation areas 
of the National Forests in East 
Texas.  In this photo, a family of 
“trailer tourists” make camp at 
Ratcliff Lake Recreation Area.  
A section had been especially 
developed for trailers in the 
recreation area of the Davy 
Crockett National Forest. 
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The Boy Scouts of 
America held an 

annual Dad-Son Deer 
Hunt at Ratcliff Lake 

Recreation Area in 
the Davy Crockett 

National Forest.  In 
this photo, some of the 

boys posed with their 
“mascot” on 

November 18, 1960.  

Another of 
photographer Bluford 
Muir’s images shows 
a camper starting 
the fire for a picnic 
supper at the camp 
area at Ratcliff Lake 
Recreational Area, 
August 1938.
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Walter Raymond “Beau” Beaumier poses with Smokey Bear & Lil’ Smokey in Lufkin Texas in 1960, possibly at the Texas State Forest Festival.  
Born in Halletsville, Mr. Beaumier was a “naturalized East Texan,” according to the Lufkin News, of which he was the Publisher and Vice 
President at his death in 1965.  He was involved in many business and civic affairs in Lufkin and Angelina County, including the Chamber 
of Commerce, the Lufkin Rotary Club, East Texas Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America, and the Texas Forestry Association, which he 
served as director.  
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National Forests and Grasslands of Texas photographers documented all facets of work in the forests, including fire protection.  In 
this photo, Ranger Jared sent a fire alarm from a telephone box located at the base of a spike tree in the Angelina National Forest in 
1938.  The Ranger would have climbed the tree, aided by the spikes, to look over a large area to spot smoke from fires.  These trees 
served the same purpose as the fire towers, but the ranger would not have spent a prolonged amount of time in such trees. 
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 After five years of work by 6 employees and 2 dedicated volunteers, the Lufkin Industries Col-
lection is almost completely processed.  There will be work on the collection for many years to come, 
but by the end of 2018 the entire 300 cubic feet will have been rehoused, labeled, and inventoried 
and be available for use by the public.  Much of the work in 2017 and 2018 was completed by vol-
unteers Carol Riggs and Patty Oltremari, who rehoused, labeled, and indexed thousands of negatives.  
Staff and volunteers dedicated nearly 300 hours to the Lufkin Industries Collection during 2018, 
working to finish the final stages of organization and description.  A final finding guide is close to 
being completed and the public is welcome to come to The History Center to use the collection for 
research.  
 The bulk of the work this year was dedicated to processing 8 cubic feet (4,801 envelopes) of 
photographic negatives.  The images that follow are a selection of some of the photographs.

Lufkin Industries Collection Update

Lufkin employee Johnny Futch installs a sign on the front of the main offices in February 1978.



29De c e m b e r 2014De c e m b e r 2018

A wooden cutout of a cowboy rides the walking beam of a Mark II Pumping Unit in the 
Shell Oil field at Quitman, Texas in July 1977. 
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University of Texas School of Journalism graduate Virginia Allen poses with a stuffed Bevo in her office in 1972.  Allen came to Lufkin from Tyler to work for 
the Chamber of Commerce and then moved to Lufkin Industries, where she worked in Public Relations.  She is most well-known for editing the Lufkin Line and 
Lufkin Foundry Roundup magazines, beginning in the 1940’s.  According to its editor’s note, the Line was “published to promote Friendship and Good Will with its 
customers and friends and to advance the interest of its products by the Lufkin Foundry & Machine Company, Lufkin, Texas.”  The magazine was geared toward 
customers, suppliers, industry organizations, and competitors, and was known in mailrooms throughout the industry for its cover girls.  The Roundup was intended 
to keep employees and retirees up to date with the company’s events and milestones, celebrate retirements and anniversaries, announce new babies, and showcase 
stories about employees doing commendable things at work and in the community. 
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Featured on the cover of the November 1981 Roundup, this photo shows two men with large gears in the test stand area of the newly expanded gear 
facilities.  The company invested $7.5 million in a new facility that would separate gear production from pumping unit production, thus making both 
product lines more efficient.  Dedicated space and machinery meant Lufkin’s industrial gears could be larger and of a higher quality.  The photo was taken 
in May 1981.
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On September 21, 1979, Lufkin celebrated the 
40th anniversary of its Trailer Division with a 
party that included speakers, refreshments, and 
tours of the facility.  The occasion marked the 
evolution of the division from its beginnings 
as Martin Wagon Company in the 1930’s to 
a multimillion dollar earning division that 
manufactured flatbed trailers, vans, refrigerated 
vans, buses, and customized trailers for use in 
the shipping industry.  
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The August 1981 Foundry Roundup featured the steps in the 
process of creating a gear box.  In the first image, Larry Vann 
worked on a gear box pattern.  According to the Roundup, the 

pattern was made from wood (mahogany or sugar pine, mostly).  
The pattern was then used to make the sand mold, which was 
then used to cast parts of the gear box by the foundry.  In the 

second image, David Castillo patches a sand mold.  After the sand 
mold was made from the pattern, melted metal was poured into 
the mold and conditioned.  The casting was then sent from the 

foundry to the machine shop to be machined.  Molds were patched 
and used repeatedly in the casting process.
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2. SPLCo employees Cleo Bolus, 
Dorothy Davenport and Betty Ruth 
Richey smile in front of the office 
in 1944.

1

Scrapbook Pages

2

In 2018, staff at The History Center continued to digitize photograph 
collections and make them available on the website.  One of the 
collections scanned and uploaded this year is a 2012 donation from 
Dixie Cook, which shows Diboll from the early 1900’s to the 1950’s, 
with the bulk being Cook family members in the 1940’s. 

1. Lucille Cook Sweeny 
poses under the 
Southern Pine Lumber 
Company office sign in 
1944.
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3. A Southern Pacific passenger train stops at the Diboll Depot in 1944.  SPLCo employee Chester Willis walks toward the 
camera in the foreground.  The depot is visible on the right in the background.
4. Diboll ISD school staff and their families gathered for a photo at their Christmas party in December 1953.

3

Scrapbook Pages

4
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Scrapbook Pages

5. The 1933 Diboll baseball team.  Pictured in front center, L.D. Smith.  Middle row, left to right: Gordon Drew, Bobby Farley, “Sonny Boy” 
Carroll, R. F. Cook Jr., J. P. Cannon, Hulen George, and Teacher Fenner Roth. Back row, left to right: Charles Lee Otis, Rayburn Carrol, 
Franklin Christian, Jimmy Dale Taylor, Ray Rector, and Bethel D. Lester.
6. The 1955 Dodgers of the Diboll Little League.  Front row, left to right: James White, Pete Miller, Denny George, Marvin Hale, Jimmy 
Stephens, John Ralph Pouland.  Back row, left to right: Junior Cook, Henry Perkins, Jack Riley, Joe Paul Stovall and Bobby Farley, coach.

5

6
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Scrapbook Pages

1. Marine Recruiter Body Builder “Mr. Physical Perfection” visited the Diboll Elementary School gym on June 8, 1959.  Some of the children identified, although 
it is not a complete list, from left to right: Wanda Garrett, Kathryn Grace, James Watkins, Lucy Clegg, Eddie Horton, Charles Butch Lester, Kenneth Nash, John 
Miranda, Spencer Chumley, Sgt. Sam Griffith, Louis Landers, Paula Rector and Irene Staton.
2. The History Center’s Louis Landers donated this image of the children’s train at Diboll Day 1954.  Some of the children identified are David Knight, Louis 
Landers, James Carey Anthony, Dave Martinez, Tommy Ross, Beulah Stanaland, and Betty Wheeler. 
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1. This news clipping tells of the 1927 re-decking of the USS Constitution, 
which used long leaf pine boards supplied by Angelina County Lumber 
Company from lands near Zavalla in the southern end of Angelina County.
2. USS Constitution in Boston Harbor in August 2017. Photo by Jonathan 
Gerland. 

1

2

The 1797 heavy frigate USS Constitution, named by George 
Washington, earned the title “Old Ironsides” during the War of 
1812, when she famously defeated several British ships while 
cannon balls from her adversaries harmlessly rebounded from 
her twenty-one-inch-thick southern live oak hull. Immortalized 
by an 1830 Oliver Wendell Holmes poem, “Old Ironsides” 
underwent several overhauls in the past two centuries but 
remains a fully commissioned ship in the US Navy.
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2. From the Free Press collection: The Burke Water 
Corporation’s 120-foot elevated storage tank was installed at 
its location north of Garden of Memories Cemetery.  Workmen 
with Universal Tank, Inc. of Indianapolis, Indiana fabricated 
the 31-foot diameter sphere in two sections at ground 
level.  The upper half of the tank is shown as it is hoisted 
by workmen from Head and Guild Equipment Company of 
Nederland, who used a million-dollar hydraulic crane to 
set the tank in place.  When completed in August 1983, the 
$146,000, 150,000-gallon tank was to be painted a light 
green to blend with the surrounding area.

1. This past May, Esther Barger donated this image 
of the Burke First Grade class taken on January 2, 
1936.  Fortunately, all of the students are identified. 
Back row, left to right: Billy Hooker, Elbert Crager, 
Lois Atway, Josephine Clark, Laura Lee Conner, 
Joe Crawford, Paul Tucker. Middle row left to right: 
Harold Williams, Guy Nash, Louise Murrah, Ernestine 
McCarty, Betty Jane McKinney, Vinez Stephens. 
Front row left to right: Billy Burroughs, Clovis Crager, 
James Allen Brannen, David Atway, Dick McCarty, 
Felix Conner, A. D. Kirk.
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2. This June 10, 1966 photo 
shows the Diboll Housing 
Authority’s new housing 
units looking northeast.

By the late 1950’s, Diboll’s economic growth and the success of its companies had brought many new workers to 
town.  Diboll’s housing situation had not kept pace with this growth, however, and the influx of new workers and 
their families, combined with the deterioration of old company houses created a problem for city and company 
leaders.  In 1958, Diboll gained FHA approval to begin planning a new housing addition, known as the Walter 
Allen Addition, which at the time was meant for its African American residents.  This development would be 42 
units built with a direct FHA grant. In 1963, the newly formed Diboll Housing Foundation conducted surveys to 
quantify the housing deficit.  The survey found that there were just 764 housing units in town for the 1356 jobs in 
Diboll’s industries.  498 of those homes were dilapidated or deteriorating.  In May 1963, the city of Diboll created 
the Diboll Housing Authority with H.G. Stubblefield, Jr. as chairman and Vernon Burkhalter, vice chairman. Willie 
Massey, James Rhone, and Rev. Dan Smith were commissioners.  C.H. Shepherd replaced Smith later that year.  
They made plans for an additional 174 units in 1963, which would be managed separately from the 42 Walter Allen 
units, at least initially.  Construction began in 1965 and units were completed in 1966.  Woodrow Wood became 
the executive director in 1968 and his assistant, Margie Harrell, became director in 1975, becoming the first African 
American housing director in the state of Texas.

1. The Thomas Cosey Family was 
the first to receive keys to their new 
home in the Diboll Public Housing 
units, which allowed them to move 
from this sub-standard sawmill 
home.  They are pictured at their 
home on moving day, April 7, 1966.
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3. and 4. Diboll Housing Public Housing neighborhoods offered more than new houses.  They also included parks and 
playground equipment to provide activities for the children living in the new subdivisions. Swings and slides, climbing 

equipment and merry-go-rounds provided hours of fun for local kids and helped build a community identity in these 
new areas.  The facilities are pictured here in the late 1960’s.  



1

2

2. This short dispatch from the 
Houston Post records the end of a 
Baptist revival meeting in Diboll in 
May, 1923.  The meeting’s closing 

session featured the baptism of 95 
people in “Emporia Lake,” which 

would have been the mill pond 
of the Emporia Lumber Company 

just south of Diboll, now within the 
town’s city limits.  According to the 

post, the baptism was the largest 
one-time baptism event in Angelina 

County’s history to that point.

1. Another image from the Ralph Magill collection, which was featured earlier in this issue, shows Diboll First United Methodist Church’s 
children’s choir. The photo is undated and we have been unable to identify every child pictured, but some shown are: back row left to right: Joe 

Henry Smith, Tom Farley, unknown, Gary Hendrick, Bessie Burkhalter, Jimmy Farley, unknown, Suzanne Franks, Billy Fulmer and front row left to 
right: Lis Denman, Bubby Burns, B. J. Burns, Deanna Ramsey, Bill Smith, Beckie Cook, Jimmy Burns, Kristen Fulmer, unknown, and unknown. 
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4. Diboll’s Shiloh Baptist Church Women Mis-
sionary Society, featured in the 1966 publication 

called The Shiloh Reporter, which celebrated 
the church’s history and the involvement of its 

members.  

3

4

5

3. As part of the History Harvest in 2017, 
Bill Royle donated this image of the con-
gregants of Lufkin’s First Christian Church 
in the 1920’s.  This was the second 
building built for the church, erected in 
1920.  It was located in downtown Lufkin 
behind the Angelina Hotel on South First 
Street.  The congregation worshipped there 
until 1954.

5. The New Zion Baptist Church Joy Spreader’s 
Club, from the 1955-1956 Mirror, published by the 
Negro Chamber of Commerce and Dunbar High 
School in Lufkin, TX.  Alice George was president, 
Earlie N. Currie served as secretary, and Beatrice 
Rhode was treasurer.

Scrapbook Pages
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1. The 1966 Mirror publication celebrated the businesses and 
organizations that made Lufkin’s African American community 
a vibrant place with community spirit and thriving businesses.   

One such business was J.A. Hackney’s Grocery and Market, 
located at 814 Highland Avenue and run by James A. Hackney 

and his wife, Tempie.
2. Sheppard’s Barbeque was owned by Green and Beauty Shep-
pard.  According to the Lufkin City Directories, Mr. Sheppard was 

also a porter at the Lufkin Club. 
3. Geneva’s Drive-In, owned and operated by Geneva Brown and 

her husband Willie, was located at 620 Kurth Drive in Lufkin.  It 
opened on May 6, 1954 and was a 24 hour a day operation.  
Mrs. Brown was a Lufkin native, a graduate of Dunbar High 
School in 1929, attended Prairie View A&M, a former school 

teacher, lunchroom operator, caterer at Lufkin Country Club, and 
was previously in charge of the Dunbar School cafeteria.  Her 

barbeque sauce was well-known and well-loved and was avail-
able for purchase in stores around Angelina County.  

1

2
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4. and 5. The Malone family owned a number of 
businesses in Lufkin, including (top) Malone’s 

Beauty Shop, established in 1948, owned by Abbie 
Malone and operated by Willean Brown and the 

Square Deal Taxi, opened in 1946 and owned and 
operated by Charlie Malone, who also owned the 

Square Deal Motel.  

6. I.D. Tims owned the East 
Texas Undertaking Com-
pany and Funeral Home.  
Established in 1926, it offered 
“Complete Funeral Service, 
Ambulance Service and Burial 
Insurance” according to its 
advertisement in the Lufkin 
City Directory.

4

6

5
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1. In what was hailed as a “jubilee day” for Lufkin in the November 
6, 1885 Galveston Daily News, Lufkin, which just three years earlier 
received its first railroad from Houston, celebrated a new rail connection 
with Tyler. In addition to allowing passengers to ride from Galveston to 
Tyler and mail delivery to be faster and more direct, the new service 
(much to the delight of the newspaperman) meant Tyler residents could 
now read the news from Galveston and Houston on the same day it was 
printed.  

2. In the December 22, 1912 issue of 
Houston Post, its reporter remarked 
on a Christmas bonus of sorts given to 
Southern Pine Lumber Company sawmill 
employees in Diboll.  Each employee 
received oysters for use in their 
Christmas celebrations – a half gallon 
for men with a family and a quarter 
gallon for single men.  This meant the 
company distributed approximately 245 
gallons of oysters to its employees.  

One of the best places to find news from East Texas 
towns during the late 18th and early 19th centuries 
is the Galveston, Houston, and Dallas newspapers. 
These papers endeavored to cover news across the 
state and sent reporters to ride the rails up and down 
the line to see what was happening outside of their 
metropolitan areas. These are two examples of such 
stories. 
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1. From the Buzz Saw newspaper in February 1952, it is clear that 
Diboll’s citizens have always been concerned about keeping their 

city clean and littler free.  The caption from that month’s paper 
reads, “The nucleus of the group of Dibollians that cleaned up  

the city park on February 9th. The people that participated range 
from J. Hamilton Byerly to Mrs. Kenneth Nelson and Mrs. Ed 

Price.”  This city park was located where the T.L.L. Temple Library 
is today.  We have identified most of the people in this photo, but 

we welcome comments from our readers.  From left, Hamilton 
Byerly, Paul Durham, Jack Vaught, C.A. Carter, Mr. Bunch, Virginia 

and Carol Nelson, Mr. Estes, Melba and Glenn Price, Bill Greer.
2. Keeping Diboll clean is an ongoing project, as this photo of 

Johnnie M. Ligon, Della Louis and Irene Oliphant shows.  
 These ladies were part of the 1978 spring cleanup campaign and 

headed a team that pledged to pick up litter in the  
Cypress Street area that April.

3. Also in 1978, concerned citizens worked to clean up  
Walter Allen park to make it nicer and safer for the young people 

of Diboll.  Maurice Jones worked to gather the neighborhood 
young people and others in the park for a cleanup program.  

1
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DIGITIZATION AND WEBSITE
 • The History Center’s website continues to be an 
effective tool for both access to collections and outreach to 
patrons and donors. We now average about 37,000 user 
sessions per year. Users view annually more than 120,000 
webpages and download more than 500,000 pages of PDF 
files.
 • Staff added more than 1100 items to the website in 
2018, with more being added daily. This includes thousands 
of pages of City of Diboll City Council Meeting Minutes 
from 1962 through 1998; thousands of pages of Angelina 
Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
from 1928 through the 1980’s, as well as the minutes of a 
number of Chamber committee meetings from 1950 through 
1990; a number of area school annuals from the 1940’s 
though the 1960’s;Magill and Cook family photographs; 
Temple company photographs;  and the Ramsey Family 
Collection, which is featured elsewhere in this issue.
 • News items on the website highlighted local Iwo Jima 
veterans, Angelina County women, National Letter Writing 
Month, and updates to a number of new collections.

ACCESSIONS AND PROCESSING
 • There were 40 archival accessions during 2018. They 
included the Ramsey Family Collection of Photographs 
and Papers from the 1890’s through the 1959; Angelina 
Chamber of Commerce Records from the 1920’s through the 
1990’s; a Lufkin Manufacturing Company chainsaw from 
the 1950’s; a local state forester’s book collection; additions 
to the Pine Tree Garden Club and Historical and Literary 
Society collections; Temple Family Collection additions; and 
a scrapbook and news clippings collection documenting the 
Humason family of Lufkin, as part of the Angelina County 
Historical Commission Collection.  
 • Kristen Ferrara, a Sophomore at Rice University, 
majoring in women’s studies, worked part time during 
the summer, assisting in processing our women’s history 
collections, primarily Ellen Temple’s papers.  She reviewed 
more than 40 cubic feet of material and produced 93 pages of 
description and folder inventories.
 • Finding guides completed this year include the Pine 
Tree Garden Club, Diboll Booster Club, Ralph Magill 
Photograph Collection, Scrappin’ Valley and Diboll First 

United Methodist Church.  
 • Volunteers Patty Oltremari of Woodville and Carol 
Riggs of Lufkin spent the year processing the Lufkin 
Industries Collection, the National Forests and Grasslands in 
Texas Collection and the Ramsey Family Collection. 
 • Oral Histories this year included interviews concerning 
Lufkin Industries, Boggy Slough Hunting & Fishing Club, 
and deer hunting during the 1950’s and 1960’s.
 • In May we completed our transfer of the Angelina 
County History Harvest digital archive to the Portal to Texas 
History at the University of North Texas. Portal staff continue 
to work to upload and post the content to their website.
 • During the year, the Texas Archive of the Moving 
Image (TAMI) completed the digitization of 95 films from 
our Texas Forest Service Collection. TAMI staff continue to 
upload and post the videos to their website.

VISITORS, RESEARCHERS, TOURS, AND 
OTHER OUTREACH
 • The History Center welcomed some 4,000 onsite 
visitors in 2018, including 400 in-person researchers, while 
staff provided additional research assistance more than 1,400 
times to off-site researchers, mostly by email.
 • The History Center hosted a spring symposium of the 
East Texas Historical Association in February, with more than 
50 out-of-county residents in attendance. Attendees came 
from as far away as Houston, Dallas, and Lubbock.
 • The Arthur Temple College of Forestry brought more 
than 60 students from their Summer Forestry Field School to 
visit us in June as part of their Summer Field Camp. Jonathan 
lectured on ecological lessons learned from his Boggy Slough 
book research and provided tours of the Center’s land 
records, exhibits, and map collections. The Field School 
began to include The History Center as a regular stop during 
their camp work last year.
 • During the year staff provided a number of guided 
tours of the Center’s collections and indoor and outdoor 
exhibits to various master gardener groups, as well as to 
students from public, private, and home schools across 
East Texas, to the Boys and Girls Clubs, and several other 
organizations.
 • Allison Grimes, who began part-time employment in 
2017, graduated from Stephen F. Austin State University with 



her MA degree in history in May and began working 
full time in June as our Archives Processor/Research 
Assistant.
 • Emily and Jonathan spoke at the dedication 
ceremonies for two Texas Historical Commission 
Historical Markers in April, both of which are located 
on the banks of the Angelina River and commemorate 
eighteenth century Spanish Colonial Period subjects. 
More than 100 people were in attendance, many 
coming from San Antonio.
 • Staff remained involved in and participated 
in meetings and the work of the Angelina County 
Historical Commission, Boys and Girls Club of 
Diboll, Texas State Historical Association, East Texas 
Historical Association, the American Association of 
State and Local History, and the Texas Archaeological 
Society.
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Students from Alto 
Christian Academy 
visited The History 

Center in October 2018.

All of Diboll’s Kindergarten students 
spent part of their Halloween at 

The History Center this year.  They 
enjoyed learning about Engine 13 

as part of their tour of Diboll.  
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