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 Welcome to what I hope you’ll find to be another interesting issue of 

the Pine Bough. This wide-ranging edition features articles on the historical 

beginnings of Texas, when East Texas and its native peoples were of great interest 

to European powers, and also a section on baseball, perhaps still the most 

American of all pastimes.

 Each year as we continue to collect and explore our history and the written 

record upon which it depends new perspectives reveal themselves, which, as 

history teaches, aren’t really new at all. They are simply re-discoveries of the 

collective experiences we share with past generations connected by place.

 Today an artificial sense of place, from our natural environment to our 

historical understanding, permeates our lives. It seems we’ve forgotten the role 

our region and its people played in the historical development of our state and 

nation. East Texas, and more specifically the middle Neches and Angelina river 

valleys, was the crossroad of divergent cultures and empires at a formative time 

in history.

 I hope the following pages help to reintroduce this early history, which can 

still be explored in the remarkably accessible records of the period as well as in 

our nearby lands and waters.

 May you find your own meaningful connections in history, as well as much 

joy, this coming year.

With warmest regards,

Jonathan K. Gerland
Diboll, Texas
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Living in the Land of the Tejas:
An East Texas Twenty-First Century Re-Discovery

of the Beginnings of a Place Called Texas

 The names are everywhere: 
Neches, Angelina, Nacogdoches, 
Tejas. Th ey are among the oldest 
recorded words in Texas. Th ey are 
the names of rivers, lakes, cities, 
counties, streets, schools, churches, 
businesses, a national forest, and 
even the name of our state. 
 While they may be vaguely understood as 
the Spanish names of nearly forgotten Indian 
groups in East Texas and a notable yet little-
known Indian woman, a proper appreciation 
of the region’s early history remains elusive. 
Living in twenty-fi rst century East Texas it 
may be easy to forget that world empires and 
once great Indian peoples met here, mingled, 
then fell away, and a new nation was born. 
Here, not somewhere distant, but in the still 
forested middle Neches and Angelina river 
valleys.
 Following the Columbian discovery of 
a “new world” in 1492, Spain and Portugal, 
through conquest and Papal blessings, made 
themselves the heirs of the greater part of the 
earth. In America, Spain was unchallenged 
for a century, as the once great Aztec, Mayan, 
and Incan civilizations fell quickly, giving up 
tremendous riches. Th e wealth and glory of 
Spanish conquest in central Mexico and Peru 
was so immense, that tales of new riches and 
mythical “kingdoms” elsewhere vigorously 
propelled continued exploration activities for 
generations. During this time Spain charted 
and mapped the Texas coast and explored 
much of southern North America, with several 
minor overland excursions into Texas during 
the 1520’s and 1540’s. Rich silver mines 
in northern Mexico and New Mexico were 

discovered and developed in the late 1500’s 
and throughout the 1600’s, yet since Texas did 
not immediately yield such riches and wealth, 
the region received little serious attention 
until threatened by a rival European power 
seeking its own foothold in the New World—
France.1 

 Spain’s grip on southern North America 
and the Gulf Coast was at last genuinely 
challenged in 1682 when René Robert 
Cavelier, Sieur De La Salle navigated the 
Mississippi River in sleds and canoes from 
Canada through the Illinois Country to the 
river’s coastal mouths, claiming all the lands 
drained by the river for France and naming 
the territory La Louisiane in honor of King 
Louis XIV. La Salle returned to France in 
1683 and received support for a plan of 
establishing a colony on the Gulf of Mexico 
that would provide for the advancement and 
defense of an expanding New France and 
contest New Spain’s northern silver mines, 
believed to be relatively near. In 1685 La Salle 
landed at present day Matagorda Bay, Texas, 
more than 400 miles west of the Mississippi 
River, and established Fort St. Louis on 
Garcitas Creek with a colony of about 200 
persons. Learning of La Salle’s activities from 
Indians visiting Spanish outposts south of the 
Rio Grande River and from captured French 
sailors, Spain would send fi ve expeditions by 
sea and another six by land in search of the 
intruders. Once the Spanish found the fort, 
the colony had been decimated by disease, 
exposure, dissension, and hostile Indians. Th e 
few survivors included captive children among 
the cannibalistic coastal Indian tribes and 
several stragglers spread across Texas, some 
living among the various Indian groups and 

By Jonathan Gerland
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The Spanish geographic use of 
the word Tejas was broad and 
indefi nite, but initially it applied 
to the Neches-Angelina river 
valleys, where the southwestern 
Caddoan tribes of the Hasinai 
Confederacy lived. The area 
gradually expanded westward 
to include San Antonio and 
eventually all the territory now 
included within the State of 
Texas. Nicolás Lafora’s and 
Joseph de Urrutia’s Mapa de 
toda la Frontera (ca. 1770) 
graphically reveals Spain’s 
imagination of Texas at that 
time, with drawn lines enclosing 
the “Provincia De Los Tejas,” or 
land of the Tejas, stretching from 
western Louisiana through the 
heart of East Texas to the San 
Antonio area. Image courtesy of the 
Library of Congress. 

Living in the Land of the Tejas:

some struggling to make their way to Canada. 
As for La Salle, he was murdered by his own 
men. With such a discovery, Spain saw the 
intervention of the Divine and immediately 
attached renewed interest to Texas, as both 
a necessary buff er against further French 
encroachment and as a ripe missionary fi eld 
among the strategically located Hasinai 
Indians of East Texas, also known as the 
Tejas.2

LAND OF THE TEJAS
 Late seventeenth century Texas was still 
very much an Indian World. In northern 
Mexico, New Mexico, and Texas, Spain 
encountered a vastly interconnected world 
of numerous and various indigenous groups. 
Th ey were highly mobile and hunted, traded, 
and communicated across broad expanses, 
some travelin g up to 800 miles annually across 
vast climates and geographies. To be sure, the 
most organized of these Indian groups knew 
of the Spanish well before the Spanish knew 
of them. Extensive trade networks that existed 
for generations converged in central Texas, 
where trade fairs were attended seasonally by 
thousands. By the time of European contact 
in the 1680’s, French goods from Canada and 
Spanish goods from Mexico were observed 
all across Texas.3 So great was the diff usion of 
European objects across the region that during 
a visit among Hasinai villages in East Texas 

in 1686, La Salle and his men saw Spanish 
coins, silver spoons, lace, clothes, horses, and 
even a “bull (decree) from Rome exempting 
the Spaniards in Mexico from fasting during 
summer.” Yet European material possessions 
were not all that was observed. La Salle also 
met chieftains of the Jumano Indians of the 
Rio Grande region in the Hasinai villages, and 
La Salle’s priest remarked he “was agreeably 
surprised to see them make the sign of the 
cross, kneel, clasp their hands, and raise them 
from time to time to heaven. . .; one of them 
sketched me a painting that he had seen of a 
great lady, who was weeping because her son 
was upon a cross.”4

 Th e visit of the Jumano to East Texas 
was not uncommon in the 1680’s and 
1690’s. Th e southwestern Caddoan peoples 
of the Hasinai Confederacy were the most 
politically and socially advanced Indians in 
Texas and they had many allies. A settled 
group of eight or nine united tribes who 
successfully practiced disciplined agriculture 
in the middle Neches-Angelina river valleys, 
these Hasinai grew maize, beans, sunfl owers, 
calabashes, and watermelons, storing surpluses 
for times of drought, and supplemented their 
diet with fi sh, fruits, wild nuts and berries, 
and wild game such as rabbits, deer, bear, 
hogs, and buff alo.5 Th ey also were known 
as fi erce warriors, yet they lived peacefully 
among most groups, except the Apache and 
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For 21 years the remarkable 
Indian trader, adventurer, and 
explorer René Robert Cavelier, 
Sieur De La Salle thrived in 
the wilds of North America 
before he met his doom in 
Texas. The cartouche of this 
French map depicts the 1687 
murders of La Salle and others 
by his own men. Nicholas De 
Fer, Les Costes Aux Environs 
De La Riviere De Misisipi 
Decouvertes par Mr. De la Salle 
en 1683,et reconnues par Mr. Le 
Chevallier d’Iberville en 1698 et 
1699...1705 (Paris, 1705). 
Image courtesy of Barry L. Ruderman 
Antique Maps Inc., RareMaps.com.

the Karankawa, who were friendly to hardly 
anyone at this time. Th rough the peripatetic 
Jumano chief Juan Sabeata, who was given 
his Spanish name upon his baptism at Parral, 
Chihuahua, the Hasinai tribes kept abreast of 
Spanish activities far to the south.6

 Hasinai was the interpreted native name 
of this East Texas Caddoan group—what 
they called themselves—although Tejas was 
a secondary and descriptive designation 
attached to them by others, including the 
Jumano and the Spanish.7 Th e Hasinai did not 
apply the name Tejas to themselves, but they 
may have used the word in greetings. “Tejas,” 
“Teyshas,” “Teches,” and variants were words 
often heard by groups of armed Spaniards 
upon being greeted by Hasinai, which was 
most often interpreted as “friends” or “allies.” 
Th e historian Herbert E. Bolton stressed in 
the early 1900’s that “Tejas” more technically 
translates as “allies,” instead of “friends,” and 
specifi cally allies against the dreaded Apache, 
who, equipped with the Spanish horse, were 

a veritable terror across much of Texas and 
New Mexico.8 Th us these “friendly” Tejas 
Indians and the advancing European empires 
would woo one another for at least a couple 
generations, for while the French and Spanish 
each sought the Hasinai as an ally against the 
other, the Hasinai invited both to join them in 
their own wars.

CROSSROADS OF EMPIRES  
 Th e Hasinai, because of their political 
organization that included clear lines of 
authority and governance, something 
Europeans admired, found themselves in a 
crossroads of empires, as European rivalries 
played out in the East Texas forests. During 
this time France and Spain were either at 
war with one another or on the verge of 
war, and they each saw a desirable ally in the 
Hasinai, who generally accommodated both 
nations. 
 Seeing LaSalle’s pitiful failure, even 
his murder by his own men, as divine 
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The Angelina River valley 
between the Goodman Bridge 
and the Highway 21 bridge was 
the home of the Hainai group of 
the Hasinai Indians. The Spanish 
Mission Concepcion and a 
presidio were located nearby on 
the east bank and were referred 
to as “the capital of Texas” by a 
priest in the Aguayo Expedition 
of 1721. The person Angelina 
was found here in the 1710’s 
and early 1720’s by both the 
Spanish and the French, and her 
name was given to the river by 
the 1760’s. November 2012 photo 
by Jonathan Gerland, made north of 
the Goodman Bridge, near the Durst 
Lakes area.

intervention and sanction for the cause of 
Spain, Spanish officials fervently pursued 
mission work among the Hasinai, establishing 
in 1690 two missions among the Nabedache 
tribe living in the San Pedro Creek valley 
near the Neches River, in present Houston 
County.9 Spanish efforts sought to bring 
Christianity and a European idea of 
civilization to the Indians by having them 
settle near the missions and participate 
in the religious, social, and economic 
activities prescribed by the missionaries. The 
inducement was Christianity, rather than 
military force, and although trade goods were 
given as gifts, the objective was not meant to 
make the natives dependent upon them, as 
was the French practice. Still, even the most 
zealous of the Spanish priests lamented that 
officials did not allow more gifts, imploring 
that the development of the missions was 
impossible without them, for the Indians were 
inclined to accept little instruction “except 
from some person who has given them a great 
many things.”10

 Although a few Hasinai may have 
accepted Christianity (including a few Tejas 
reportedly converted as early as 1674 while 
themselves visiting the Rio Grande valley),11 
the Spanish missions to the Nabedache 
villages were abandoned during the dark of 

night in October 1693, a disappointment 
to all. The fleeing priests buried the mission 
bells and cannon and burned their buildings 
before withdrawing to the safety of Coahuila, 
more than 400 miles away. The reasons for 
the retreat are clear. Within a few months of 
the Spaniards arriving, epidemics plagued 
the village, killing more than 300 natives 
in March 1691 alone. Because the Indians 
believed the deaths were caused by the priests’ 
baptismal waters, they severely questioned 
the Spaniards’ motives.12 A flooding Neches 
River washed away one of the missions early 
in 1692 and with it further eroded a declining 
respect for the Spaniards. Despite relief 
expeditions from northern Mexico to resupply 
the missions with presents, livestock, men, 
and morale, relations continued to deteriorate. 
The Indians began stealing livestock and other 
supplies and more than once threatened the 
priests’ lives, warning them to leave, before 
the priests finally relented. Disillusioned, the 
Spanish would not return to the region for 
another twenty-three years.13

ANOTHER FRENCH THORN 
 While there remained a fervent desire to 
continue missionary work among the Tejas, 
it took another territorial threat from France 
to reawaken Spain’s interest in Texas once 
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Principal Hasinai Tribes, 
1680’s to 1720’s: The 

Spanish established two 
missions to the Nabedache 

in 1690 and, in 1716, 
established one mission 

to each of the Neche (this 
one later moved from 

the west side to the east 
side of the Neches), the 

Nacogdoche, the Hainai, 
and the Nasoni tribes.

again. France and Spain were more or less 
at peace in Europe at the beginning of the 
eighteenth century, but New France used the 
general lull to further its influence among the 
Hasinai and other Indian groups and expand 
its interests along the Mississippi River and 
the gulf coast. Meanwhile, a Spanish priest 
who had fled the East Texas missions in 
1693, Father Francisco Hidalgo, longed to 
return. His petitions refused by his superiors, 
he turned to the French and invited their 
assistance to reestablish the missions, an 
act deemed by some to border on treason. 
Officials in New France seized the opportunity 
to hasten their trade relations with the 
Hasinai and also attempt to build a trade 
network with the interior of New Spain.14 The 
immediate Spanish reaction would result in 
the establishment of six new missions and a 
presidio among the Hasinai in 1716-1717.
 Louisiana officials sent the great 
adventurer and explorer Louis Juchereau 
De St. Denis to locate Father Hidalgo and 
assist him in his work. A French Canadian, 
St. Denis had spent much time among 
native tribes and had explored much of 
inland Louisiana by canoes and pirogues, 
becoming a celebrated friend of the extended 
Caddoan tribes. He also commanded forts 
on the Mississippi River and at Biloxi Bay 

and he established the Red River port of 
Natchitoches. Controversy continues to 
surround St. Denis’ actions and motives, 
for while in northern Mexico, he was 
arrested, and upon his release, he married 
the granddaughter of an influential Spanish 
military commander and then guided the 
Spanish expedition to the Hasinai in 1716.15 
This expedition—which included married 
Spanish soldiers and their families as well 
as droves of livestock that numbered in the 
thousands—unlike the earlier efforts, signified 
the Spaniards’ intention to settle. Meanwhile, 
St. Denis returned to Louisiana, formed an 
extensive mercantile company, and seems to 
have attempted to use his new marital status 
to open French trade with the interior of 
Mexico. Watchful Spanish eyes, however, saw 
the movements as a larger French ploy to seek 
again a toehold that would threaten northern 
Mexico’s silver mines.16 St. Denis was again 
arrested, and upon regaining his freedom, 
he fled to Natchitoches in 1719; his Spanish 
wife was allowed to join him in 1721. He 
lived his remaining days as post commander 
at Natchitoches, a constant worry to the 
Spaniards until his death in 1744.
 A more direct threat to Spanish East 
Texas at this time proved to be fear of the 
Hasinai themselves, especially if they ever 
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This earthen mound is one of three 
remaining today that is part of Caddo 

Mounds State Historic Site located 
on State Highway 21 in Cherokee 

County, near the Neches River. It is 
believed to have been used by the 

Caddoan people as a burial mound; 
the other mounds are believed to have 

been used for temple ceremonial 
purposes. Interestingly, none of the 

mounds were mentioned by European 
visitors to the region until the middle 
eighteenth century, although several 

Spanish missions were established 
nearby as early as 1690. It is believed 

the mounds had been abandoned by 
the time of European contact and the 

Indians perhaps saw no reason to lead 
Europeans to them. Although Highway 

21 now travels directly between the 
mounds, passing very near one of them, 
it is believed that the earliest European 
routes passed a little north of this area. 

September 2012 photo by Jonathan Gerland.

In 1686 La Salle and some 
of his men lived among the 
Hasinai (Tejas) near the 
Neches River for more than 
two months while La Salle 
and his nephew recovered 
from “a violent fever.” 
His strength regained, he 
returned to Matagorda Bay 
before pushing eastward 
again, aiming to reach 
French settlements in 
Illinois. He never made 
it; he was murdered by 
his own men just short 
of reaching the Hasinai 
Country. Engraving courtesy of 
Encyclopedia Britannica Online, 
Britannica.com

sided with the French in an all out war with 
the Spaniards. When news of a renewed war 
between France and Spain reached the French 
at Natchitoches in June 1719, a French force 
of seven soldiers attacked the Spanish mission 
at nearby Los Adaes, defended by only one 
soldier and one lay brother. More concerned 
with raiding the mission chicken house, the 
Frenchmen allowed the lay brother to escape 
to warn the five other missions and the 
presidio in East Texas. The Spaniards, laymen 
and religious alike, felt helplessly vulnerable. 
The Indians had again shown little interest in 
the missions and they were clearly friendly to 
French traders, who gave them guns. Perhaps 
an overreaction, the presidio and all the 
missions were abandoned as all fled to safety at 
San Antonio, where additional missions were 
newly established as a way station between 
San Juan Bautista and East Texas.17

 Although it took some time, the eventual 
Spanish response was decisive. Crossing the 
Rio Grande River in March 1721, a force 
of some 500 men, more than 4,000 horses, 
800 mules, 900 sheep, and 600 cattle left a 
real and figurative mark on Texas for years to 
come.18 Under the command of José de Azlor 
y Virto de Vera, the second Marquis of San 
Miguel de Aguayo, who personally financed 
the entire expedition, the force reached the 

first of the Hasinai villages in late July. While 
Aguayo’s men constructed an 88 feet long 
by 12 feet wide bridge across the Neches 
River, St. Denis came under truce from his 
camp at Mission Concepción in the heart 
of the Hainai village on the east bank of 
the Angelina River, seeking a meeting with 
Aguayo. St. Denis shared that France and 
Spain had recently declared peace and he 
was under orders to observe the declaration 
if Aguayo wished to do so. Aguayo agreed, 
but stated St. Denis would have to relinquish 
everything he possessed in Texas and return 
with his troops to Natchitoches. St. Denis 
complied, and Aguayo continued his march 
through all the Hasinai villages, rebuilding 

(narrative continues on page 9)



Today, in the area of the early Spanish missions to the 
Hasinai (Tejas) tribes, fallen trees stretched across the 

Neches River from bank to bank are reminiscent of those 
in Spanish and French records of the 1680’s and 1690’s, 

when they were occasionally called “tree bridges.” La 
Salle intentionally cut and felled trees to cross the Neches 
in 1686 and the same trees were used to cross the Neches 
by his survivors in 1687 and later by the Spanish. At least 
one intentionally cut “tree bridge” across the Neches was 

said to have had a “thick rope that one could hold onto 
that went along the trunk.” Juan Bautista Chapa recorded 

watching Indians adeptly cross the Neches using such a 
roped tree bridge in 1690 (Chapa, Texas & Northeastern 
Mexico, 1630-1690, p. 152; also Henri Joutel in Foster, 
editor, The La Salle Expedition to Texas, pp. 208, 233). 

Photo taken in September 2012, upriver of Highway 21, 
by Jonathan Gerland.
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The routes of the earliest Spanish expeditions to East 
Texas most likely crossed the Neches River west (upriver) 
of the present Highway 21 crossing, perhaps near or even 

above the mouth of San Pedro Creek. For several miles 
above Highway 21, in the area near the Spanish missions 

to the Nabedache and Neche tribes, the Neches River 
features several shallow fords such as this one. 

Photo September 2012 by Jonathan Gerland.

A roadside sign marks FM 227’s crossing of San Pedro 
Creek between the communities of Weches and Augusta 
in northern Houston County. Farther downstream, toward 
the Neches River, County Road 1585 uses a wooden 
bridge to cross the historic creek. Although the exact 
locations remain unknown, somewhere in the San Pedro 
Creek valley Spain established two missions to the 
Nabedache in 1690. Earlier, in 1686, the French explorer 
La Salle visited here, where Indians drew “on bark a 
map of their country, of that of their neighbors, and of 
the River Colbert, or Mississippi, with which they are 
acquainted,” a priest with La Salle recorded. September 
2012 photo by Jonathan Gerland. (See photo of the wooden bridge 
crossing on the back cover).
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These are the decayed pilings of the 
abandoned Southern Pine Lumber Company 
logging railroad bridge across the Neches 
River located about two river miles upstream 
of the Texas Highway 21 crossing, in the heart 
of the former homeland of the Nabedache and 
Neche tribes of the Hasinai. The bridge was 
constructed in the 1910’s and was abandoned 
in the 1940’s. It was one of two mainline 
logging railroad bridges the Diboll lumber 
company built across the Neches; the other 
being between Angelina and Trinity counties 
below Texas Highway 94. Photo by Jonathan 
Gerland, September 2012.

The historical marker for Mission Santissimo 
Nombre De Maria now stands with a distinct 
lean on the north side of Highway 21 in 
Houston County, about 450 yards from the 
Neches River bridge. This mission was 
destroyed by a fl ood early in 1692 and its 
missionaries relocated to the Mission San 
Francisco De Los Tejas nearby. September 2012 
photo by Jonathan Gerland.

Two Frenchmen living among the Hasinai in the Neches River valley in 1689 used this parchment 
containing a painting of a European sailing ship to inscribe a desperate plea, still faintly visible 
across the ship’s masts. They were survivors from La Salle’s failed attempts to leave Texas 
and reach the Illinois Country, and one was a conspirator in La Salle’s murder. Their words 
communicated to the Spanish that they wished to be rescued from the “savages” and returned 
“among Christians such as we are.” Robert S. Weddle brilliantly summed the scene: “La Salle 
was dead, and his valiant spirit departed, his fl esh picked by vultures, and his bones scattered 
by beasts in a trackless wilderness. But already his murderers, who by killing him had canceled 
whatever chance they might have had of seeing their homeland again as free men, earnestly 
longed for a Spanish prison in preference to life among the Indians (Weddle, Wilderness 
Manhunt, p. 173).” Original document at Archivo General de Indias, Seville.

the six missions as well as the one presidio, 
and he established a new presidio at Los 
Adaes, heavily fortifying it. His message to the 
Indians, whom he treated with more presents 
than any previous Spanish expedition had 
done, was that Spaniards and not Frenchmen 
were their true friends and would adequately 
protect them from all their enemies. Aguayo 
also strengthened Spanish outposts at San 
Antonio and along the coast. Th us Spanish 
authority over Texas was reestablished and 
never again was Spanish title to the region 
disputed by France or New France.19

 

A NEW LAND OF THE TEJAS
 Although Spanish Texas would never 
again be challenged by the French, the 
frontier institution of the Spanish colonial 
mission never took hold in East Texas. Th e 
missions sought to incorporate and assimilate 
indigenous people into the Spanish colonial 
empire by having them abandon their culture 
for a sedentary, regimented life supervised by 
priests, but the Hasinai preferred relations 
based on trade and military alliances and 
rarely moved to the missions as the priests 
desired. Realizing this, the Spanish leaders 
of later tours of East Texas recommended 
discontinuance of the mission approach to 
reduce crown expenses. By 1731, three of the 
East Texas missions were transferred to the 
more promising San Antonio area and after 
Louisiana passed from French to Spanish rule 
in 1763, the remaining three missions were 
abandoned.20

 In the “new world” Spain most wanted 
dominion, riches, and glory—for themselves 
and for their God—but in Texas they off ered 
the Hasinai only a settled and regimented 
mission life, which the natives saw little need 
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A detail from Guillaume Delisle’s Carte de la Louisiane et du Cours du Mississipi…(Paris, 1718), which, for recognizing “Mission de los Teijas,” is often credited 
with being the first printed map to establish Texas as a place name. Most Spanish maps of this era were not printed, but existed only in manuscript form and were 
not intended for publication. Note the legend along the Texas coast, “Indiens errans et Antropophages,” which translates as “nomadic and man-eating Indians” or 

“wandering Indians and cannibals,” probably referring to the Karankawa and Attakapa bands in that area. Image courtesy of the Library of Congress.

for or interest in. France offered a new trade 
network—the one thing the Hasinai most 
desired—yet Spanish control kept French 
plans from fully materializing in Texas.21 In 
the end no one got what they wanted. What 
remained was a vacuum in the region which 
was overrun by a new race of Americans in 
the early nineteenth century, immigrants from 
the United States. These new Americans came 
with their own ideas of civilization and were 
little interested in the designs of a distant and 
“foreign” government. As the Americanization 

of Spanish and Mexican Texas became 
complete, the indigenous peoples that gave 
the region and the state of Texas its name were 
banished to Indian Territory in the 1850s.

The author wishes to thank Robert S. Weddle 
of Bowie, Julianna Barr of the University 
of Florida, Frank De La Teja of Texas State 
University, Jeff Williams of Stephen F. Austin 
State University, and Tom Middlebrook of 
Nacogdoches for their assistance in the research of 
this article.
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ENDNOTES

This sign and other similar ones 
can be found along Highway 7 
where a portion of the Neches River 
above the highway was designated 
an offi cial Texas Parks & Wildlife 
Paddling Trail in 2010. Efforts 
are also underway to designate a 
portion of the Angelina River as 
a state paddling trail. The region 
is the former homeland of several 
groups of Hasinai (Tejas) Indians. 
Photo October 2012 by Jonathan Gerland.
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Ancel Nunn’s 1975 painting of 
Angelina is the most widely 

known image of the county’s 
namesake.  In this work, her 

profi le depicts her as a noble, 
young Indian maiden.  This 

image was shaped by and 
has continued to infl uence the 

popular vision of Angelina. 
Image courtesy of Lufkin Printing



13December 2012

 Although popular history identifi es 
Angelina as a young Hasinai Indian woman 
who knew the Spanish language and was 
able to make peace between her people and 
the Spanish explorers, translating for the two 
groups and helping to bring Christianity 
to the local Indians — all while impressing 
the Spanish missionaries and soldiers with 
her serenity and righteousness — evidence 
of these facts are not as concrete as local 
mythology would suggest.1  In reality, the only 
facts that can be stated with confi dence are 
that a Native American woman who spoke 
Spanish encountered Spanish and French 
explorers in the 1710’s and 1720’s in East 
Texas while living among the Hasinai people.  
It is also probable that Angelina County was 
named after the river that forms its northern 
border (the county wasn’t formed until 1846) 
and it was the river that was named after the 
woman (the river is labeled “Angelina” on 
some maps by the 1760’s).2

 Th e somewhat mythical views of Angelina 
have infl uenced her place in the historical 
record and have so permeated the popular 
consciousness that even “offi  cial” histories 
have accepted the unsubstantiated details 
of her identity.  An offi  cial Texas historical 
marker located on the Angelina River where 
it crosses highway 21 calls attention to the 
river’s importance in history, places it among 
other rivers traversed and named by the 
Spanish explorers, and also highlights the 
river’s namesake, Angelina.  Th e paragraph 
honoring Angelina states: “Here in 1690, 
Spanish explorers and missionaries found a 
young girl eager to learn Christianity.  For 
her sweet disposition she was called Angelina.  
Her name was soon used for the river where 
she lived.  Th ough French and Spanish were 
enemies, Angelina befriended all, and for years 
acted as interpreter.” And thus the story of a 
young Indian maiden who peacefully forged 
a relationship between warring European 
factions and her own people, accepting 
Christianity and spreading it among her own 

tribe, has been immortalized in a roadside 
marker and the popular consciousness.  
East Texas has its very own Pocahontas or 
Sacagawea.
 Who was this Angelina, really?  A sweet 
young Indian princess or someone else 
entirely?  A real person or a myth?  As with 
all historical mysteries, the only recourse for 
historians is to search the historical record.  
Th e Hasinai Indians that occupied Deep 
East Texas and gave the whole state its name 
were a highly organized and advanced society 
with their own complex religion, political 
and religious leaders, villages, agricultural 
advancements, and diplomatic ties to other 
Native American peoples as far away as 
northern Mexico, but they left no written 
records.  Th us an examination of Angelina 
cannot start with who her people said she was, 
but has to turn to the only written records 
of the time, those of the European explorers 
who used the rivers and forests of East Texas 
as a place to expand their empires and spread 
Christianity.  Angelina, or a woman that can 
be assumed to be Angelina, is only mentioned 
in the accounts from fi ve expeditions into East 
Texas: two French and three Spanish.  In only 
one instance, the last, is she called Angelina.  
Th ese expeditions, some very organized and 
purposeful and some almost accidental, were 
recorded for posterity by those who traveled 
at the behest of their European leaders.  Th e 
offi  cial records are as much a refl ection of their 
diarists as they are the events recorded.  It is 
these sources that provide our only answers to 
the question, “who was Angelina?”
 In an eff ort to separate myth from 
history and answer that frequent query, we 
have examined the records available to us 
here at Th e History Center.  Limited by our 
reliance on English translations of 17th and 
18th century Spanish and French works, we 
acknowledge that there is still much room 
for research into the person of Angelina and 
her time period, but we believe the records 
of these fi ve expeditions are a good starting 

Angelina. It’s a name taken for granted by many of the area’s residents and 

cited with pride by the local chamber of commerce and other area boosters.  

Out of 254 counties in the state of Texas, only one, Angelina, is named a� er

 a woman.  � e question, one we get frequently at � e History Center, is 

who was Angelina?
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On an autumn day on the Angelina River it’s easy for modern 
travelers to imagine 18th century East Texas.  Many remote 
parts of the river are probably remarkably unchanged from the 
days when Spanish and French explorers relied on a Native 
American woman to interpret their greetings and plans to the Tejas 
chiefs.  She was so helpful they named the river near several 
of the villages and missions after her, giving an identity to the 
area.  Angelina’s contributions were recorded on the official 
Texas Historical Marker located near where Highway 21, the 
former Camino Real, crosses the river.  Much of the information 
circulating in popular history (and on historical markers) about 
Angelina is not substantiated in the extant sources, but the fact 
that she is mentioned by French and Spanish chroniclers and 
that her name is remembered today means that she did have 
substantial influence in her time period.
 November 2012 photos by Jonathan Gerland.

place.  Getting to the bottom of the mystery 
of Angelina is a way to honor this real-life 
historical figure and remind modern East 
Texans of the many forces and nationalities 
that shaped the area we call home.   

FRENCH SOURCES: 
 The two French sources that mention a 
Hasinai woman believed to be Angelina are 
the Annals of André Pénicaut and the memoir 
of Francois Simars de Bellisle.  These two 
sources provide the French perspective on East 
Texas in the early 18th century and also give us 
a glimpse into that country’s interactions with 
the native peoples, including Angelina.
 Chronologically, Frenchman André 
Pénicaut’s account of meeting a Hasinai 
woman named Angelique in 1712 or 14 
(depending on which account is used) while 
on a journey with St. Denis through the lands 
of the Tejas in East Texas comes first.  His 
account is important in that is the earliest 
mention of a Hasinai Indian woman named 
after an angelic being that spoke Spanish and 
served as an intermediary between Europeans 
and Indians, but it is not a very reliable 
account.  Many other parts of his memoir are 
factually incorrect (including the dates of his 

journeys), so incorrect, in fact, that modern 
historians doubt if he was even on this 
expedition with St. Denis.
 André Pénicaut was a carpenter born in 
1680.  In 1721, after 22 years in the New 
World, he returned to France with failing 
eyesight and wrote a memoir of his time 
in the French colonies.  If his account is to 
be believed, he was part of many French 
expeditions in the new world.  Records 
indicate he was a carpenter aboard the Le 
Marin in 1699 and settled in Mobile.  His 
account of the one trip is suspect because 
it relates events that happened on another 
journey.  After his establishment in Mobile, 
Pénicaut claims to have accompanied Le Sueur 
and Iberville on simultaneous expeditions, 
which was not possible.  Additionally, when 
Louis Juchereau de St. Denis, French soldier, 
explorer, trader, and eventual commander 
at Natchitoches, journeyed through Spanish 
Texas to San Juan Bautista in 1714 Pénicaut 
claims to have accompanied him on this 
journey, the purpose of which was to begin 
trading with the Spaniards and their colonies.  
It is on this trip that Pénicaut mentions a 
Native American woman that many scholars 
believe to be Angelina.3
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 According to Pénicaut, after 22 days 
of travel, St. Denis’s party arrived at the 
Hasinai village and were greeted with a peace 
ceremony.  St. Denis offered gifts and asked 
that they serve as guides on the rest of the 
journey through Texas.  Language was not 
a barrier, even though Pénicaut insists the 
Hasinai had never met a Frenchman, because 
a native woman served as interpreter.  Pnicaut 
says “In their village we found a woman 
named Angelique, who had been baptized by 
Spanish priests on a mission to their village.  
She spoke Spanish, and as M. de St. Denis 
too spoke that language fairly well, he made 
use of her to tell the Assinais chiefs to let us 
have some guides for hire.”4  And with this, 
Angelina County’s namesake receives her first 
mention in recorded history.
 André Pénicaut’s narrative presents several 
problems and only deepens the mystery 
surrounding the woman Angelina.  He is an 
unreliable chronicler.  Critics have argued that 
his account is “so misleading and inaccurate 
as to destroy its usefulness.”5  His claim that 
the Tejas had never met a Frenchman are 
especially egregious; the French explorer 
René Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle 
had traveled through East Texas twice from 
1685-1687, even receiving five horses from 
the Tejas and placing a French boy to live 
among them to learn their language.  After 
La Salle’s death, several survivors of his ill-
fated colony remained in the area among the 
various Hasinai tribes and two of these were 
now with St. Denis, still bearing tattoos on 
their faces from their time among the Tejas 
and Karankawa.6 However, most critics agree 
that Pénicaut’s descriptions of the people 
and places he claims to have encountered 
are accurate and give historians a valuable 
image of the flora, fauna, and people.  While 
his claim to be an eyewitness to meeting 
Angelina at this particular time is suspect 
and his chronology frequently conflicts with 
more reliable sources, modern day researchers 
trying to find Angelina can still gain valuable 
insight from his account.  If he did not meet 
Angelique, someone on St. Denis’s expedition 
met her and related the story of her translation 
abilities to him.  She made an impression.  
From this account, we learn that she was 
an Indian woman, her name suggests an 
association with angels, she spoke Spanish, she 
had been around Spanish missionaries long 
enough to learn the language and be baptized 
as a Catholic, and she was comfortable 

speaking to men of both cultures.  He does 
not speak of her age or her place in native 
society.7

 Perhaps the most interesting account of 
French adventures in Texas is that of François 
Simars de Bellisle, a young French military 
officer who lived with her more than two 
months during the winter of 1720-1721. 
His story requires some background before 
getting to Angelina – and what story it is.8  He 
had left La Rochelle, France in August 1719 
bound for the French colony of Louisiana.  
His ship’s captain soon lost his way at sea but 
a group of pirates corrected the mistake and 
helped them through the Straits of Florida.
 Once in the Gulf of Mexico, the captain 
again became lost and overshot Mobile Bay 
and the Mississippi River. He sailed along the 
Texas coast probably as far south as present 
Corpus Christi before turning back north, 
frequently dragging bottom. Near the mouth 
of Galveston Bay the ship ran aground. Once 
the ship was freed from the sand bar, Bellisle 
and four others asked to be placed ashore.  
They decided to walk eastward toward the 
Mississippi River and light a fire each night to 
stay in contact with the ship. The small party 
set out with five days of biscuits, rifles, swords, 
ammunition, and one hatchet, not realizing 
that the Mississippi was hundreds of miles to 
the east.   After just the first night, the ship 
abandoned them.
 The small party walked east, turned back, 
tried to follow a river north, and then turned 
west.  Eventually fatigue and starvation took 
their toll, and Bellisle’s companions began 
to die one by one over the course of several 
weeks.
 Utterly alone, Bellisle returned to the bay 
and survived the winter of 1719-1720 living 
on oysters and “boiled grass.” During the early 
summer, he came across Indians who were 
collecting sea bird eggs. Happy to see other 
human beings, Bellisle ran to them, only to 
be captured with his measly belongings.  They 
stripped him of everything, but they gave him 
eggs and fish to satisfy his hunger.
 Bellisle lived with his captors, who were 
of the Attakapan tribe known as Akokisa 
or Orcoquisac, throughout the summer. 
The Indians spent their time killing deer or 
buffalo, the women gathering “wild potatoes.” 
As winter approached the Indians’ treatment 
of Bellisle worsened and he became the slave 
of the whole tribe, witnessing cannibalism 
among other horrors.
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In addition to a river and 
a county, Angelina’s name 
also lives on in the National 
Forest.  

 Despising his situation, Bellisle eventually 
obtained some paper from one of the pockets 
of his confiscated coat and wrote a letter using 
a stick and charcoal and water. He addressed 
it to the first European who might read it, 
explaining his plight and begging for mercy. 
The Indians agreed to deliver it, but the letter 
only circulated among the coastal tribes. 
In time, however, the letter came into the 
hands of the Hasinai Indians. The Hasinai 
soon delivered the letter to St. Denis in 
Natchitoches, who sent two Hasinai warriors 
to rescue Bellisle.
 Hasinai warriors freed Bellisle from 
his captors and took him to their village, 
which was several days away.  Bellisle arrived 
in the Hasinai village in late November or 
early December 1720. According to his 
account, “an Indian woman called Angelica” 
approached him, shook his hands, and spoke 
to him in Spanish, explaining her great sorrow 
upon learning of his “bad situation” and 
“sad state.” She invited him to stay with her, 
because the men of the village were leaving 
to go to war for a few days. Bellisle could 
rest and recover from his ordeal, and then 
be escorted to Natchitoches when the men 
returned. Bellisle “accepted with pleasure.”9

 During his stay with Angelica, Bellisle 
learned that she “had lived with the Spaniards 
since her childhood. That is why we 
understood each other so well.” He recorded 
that “she served me all the best she had, 
and she had as much love for me as if I had 
been her child. I found this treatment so 
sweet when compared to what I had received 
previously that in less than eight days I was 
cured from all my ills.” His health restored, 
Bellisle again became despondent when the 
men had not returned after several weeks. 
When Angelica asked the reason for his 
gloom, he replied that he longed to return 
to his own country. The next morning, 
Angelica assembled three horses, enough 

food for a long journey, and offered two of 
her children to accompany Bellisle as guides 
to Natchitoches. Bellisle accepted the offer 
and agreed to leave the two children with the 
French to wait until Angelica herself came for 
them later. After about a week’s journey, the 
three riders safely arrived in Natchitoches, 
where Bellisle felt as if he had returned from 
the dead.10

 Bellisle’s account of his life in Texas reads 
like the script of an adventure story, and since 
some scholars question the veracity of the 
English translations or even of some of the 
French manuscripts, historians must read each 
section critically.  Adding to the confusion 
surrounding Bellisle’s story, there are several 
other versions of his tale, written by different 
individuals in different eras.  These are not 
yet translated into English.11  His account 
of Angelica gives a different perspective on 
Angelina from some of the others, but also 
contains some similarities.  In his account 
she spoke Spanish because she had lived with 
the Spaniards, but she was no young maiden, 
having enough respect among her people to 
welcome and care for an official guest and also 
having children old enough to guide him to 
Natchitoches.

SPANISH SOURCES:
 While both French accounts offer wild, 
rollicking tails of misadventure in colonial 
Texas, the Spanish records offer more 
measured details.  Three Spanish expeditions 
contain information connected to Angelina.  
The differences in the sources reflect the 
differences in their writers and their world 
views.  The French sources are memoirs 
written after the fact and read like adventure 
tales, while the Spanish sources are diaries 
written during the expeditions.  These diaries 
are official records and are primarily strictly 
factual accounts meant to inform government 
and church officials about the actions of the 
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expedition leaders and their Indian allies. 
 The son of the commander of the presidio 
at San Juan Bautista, Domingo Ramón set 
out for East Texas in 1716 with seventy-five 
people, including priests, French citizens, 
and civilians.  The expedition included Louis 
Juchereau de St. Denis, the Frenchman who 
commanded the outpost at Natchitoches and 
had made his way to San Juan Bautista in 
order to open trading partnerships with the 
Spanish.  He had earlier been arrested and 
taken to Mexico City, but was later released 
to accompany Ramón on his expedition 
as a guide.12  St. Denis had married into 
the Ramón family while in Mexico, so his 
association with this expedition was predicated 
by family ties in addition to his previous 
experiences in Texas.
 Ramón’s expedition was organized 
as a direct response to continued French 
incursions into Texas, an area Spain claimed 
despite its lack of presence in the area since 
the 1690’s.  St. Denis wanted to trade with the 
Spanish and with the Indians in East Texas.  
The Spanish didn’t want any French presence 
in their areas and certainly didn’t want the 
French to become overly friendly with the 
Native Americans in East Texas, particularly 
the Tejas, who served as a buffer between 
French and Spanish settlements.  According 
to one assessment of this expedition, it “laid 
the foundation for Spanish domination in the 
region that was to become modern-day East 
Texas during a critical period of Spanish and 
French competition for control of the area.”13  
Ramon kept a diary on the journey to East 
Texas, but he does not mention Angelina.  
Her assistance to this group of Spaniards is 
recorded in another account. 
 Ramón’s religious counterpart on the 
expedition was Isidro Felix de Espinosa, 
President of the new missions to be founded 
in East Texas under the direction of the 
College of Santa Cruz de Querétaro.  This 
was not his first, nor would it be his last 
missionary journey to East Texas, and from 
his first trip to the area of what is now San 
Antonio, he had been searching for Tejas 
Indians to convert.14  Espinosa kept a diary 
of his journey with Ramon and it is in his 
account that Angelina is briefly mentioned.  
The expedition left northern Mexico in April 
1716 and by July had made contact with and 
been accepted by the Tejas in deep East Texas.  
They set about the task of deciding, with the 

input of the Tejas leaders, where to establish 
their missions.  According to Espinosa, 
“having recourse to a learned Indian woman 
of this tribe, reared in Coahuila, we gave them 
to understand, as best we could, the object 
of our coming.” 15 He does not mention 
Angelina by name, but most believe this 
could be a reference to her, since one of the 
subsequent Spanish expeditions that visits the 
same area, does mention a female translator 
named Angelina.
 Ramón and Espinosa’s expedition led 
to the establishment of six missions and 
a presidio in the lands of the Tejas.  In 
addition to converting the native peoples to 
Christianity, the missions served to solidify 
the Spanish claim to East Texas in the face of 
increasing French incursions.16  Now no one 
could argue that the Spaniards did not care 
about East Texas and its Tejas peoples.  This is 
also the first Spanish mention that an Indian 
woman raised in Spanish held areas helped in 
this effort.
 Following the Ramón and Espinosa 
expeditions to the Tejas in Eastern Texas, 
their missions and presidios needed supplies.  
Spanish officials in Mexico appointed Martín 
de Alarcón commander of Presidio San 
Francisco de Coahuila and Governor of the 
Province of Texas and tasked him to resupply 
the Texas missions.   Alarcon was a knight of 
the Order of Santiago and from 1691 to 1716 
was appointed to various posts in New Spain, 
serving in the military and working toward 
the pacification of various tribes in northern 
Mexico.  His experience as a commander and 
leader of expeditions, along with his new title, 
made him the logical choice to continue the 
work of Ramon’s expedition.17

 Alarcón’s expedition chaplain, Fray 
Francisco Céliz, a priest from the mission El 
Dulcisimo Nombre de Jesus de Peyotes in 
Coahuila served as diarist for the expedition.18  
His is a detailed account of each day.  
According to Céliz, Alarcón‘s expedition was 
largely a success.  On his way to East Texas, 
he founded the mission of San Antonio de 
Valero and the Presidio of San Antonio de 
Béxar.  Continuing north east, he resupplied 
the missions, made contact with Ramón and 
his soldiers, and maintained good relations 
with the Tejas.  On October 19, 1718, Céliz’s 
diary records that at the mission La Purisima 
Concepcion, Alarcon served as godfather 
to three Indians who were baptized into 
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This graphic rendering by 
Gabriel Jacques de Saint-

Aubin, from page 148, 
part 2, of Par M. Bossu’s 

NOUVEAUX VOYAGES AUX 
INDES OCCIDENTALES 

(Paris, 1768) reflects a 
confused understanding 
of the adventure tales of 
Simars de Bellisle, who 

was enslaved by Attakapa 
Indians along the Texas 

coast before being 
rescued by the Hasinai of 

East Texas and nursed 
back to health by 

Angelina in 1720-1721. 
The rendering seems to 

combine different versions 
of Bellisle’s story as well 

as different episodes from 
his time in Texas, not all 
translated into English. It 
is unknown if the woman 

depicted is an Attakapa 
“wife” or someone else 
whose portrayed image 

was influenced by the 
person Angelina.

Christianity.  Between Purísima Concepción 
and La Concepción de Agreda, at least 62 
Tejas had converted to Christianity through 
baptism.  Alarcón demonstrated his largess to 
the Tejas on this day when, according to Céliz, 
“… the governor proceeded to distribute 
clothing to all the family of those baptized, 
among whom is found the sagacious Indian 
woman interpreter, who at the persuasion of 
the said governor came to live with her entire 
family near the village.”19

 Once again, a diarist mentions a female 
Indian interpreter in a Hasinai village.  Most 
historians link this woman with Angelina due 
to the similarities in the descriptions across 
the French and Spanish accounts.  The only 
information given is that she was a woman, 
she interpreted for the Tejas and Spanish 
officials, she had a family, and she lived away 
from the mission until Alarcon convinced her 
to move.
 The last recorded mention of the Hasinai 
woman thought to be Angelina is from the 
1721 Aguayo expedition to East Texas and 

is the only recorded instance of her being 
named “Angelina.”  This expedition, led by the 
Second Marqués de San Miguel de Aguayo 
reestablished the Spanish claim on Texas 
after the French had attempted to reassert 
their influence from 1719-1920, causing the 
Spanish to effectively abandon East Texas.  In 
the course of reestablishing missions, building 
presidios, and shoring up alliances with Tejas 
chiefs, he encountered Angelina and her name 
became one that would influence geographic 
and political nomenclature in East Texas.
 The Marqués de San Miguel de Aguayo 
came from a prominent Spanish family 
with a long history of serving Spain in its 
military.  He became the second Marqués 
de San Miguel de Aguayo upon the death of 
his father-in-law and continued his service 
to the crown after moving to his hacienda in 
Coahuila in 1712.  He was named Governor 
and Captain General of Coahuila and Texas 
in 1719 and in 1720 the Viceroy of New 
Spain commissioned him to reoccupy Texas, 
particularly the missions and presidios of East 
Texas, which had been abandoned following 
France’s incursion in 1719.  The Marqués 
proposed to finance the expedition himself 
and in 1721 set out to ensure that Spain’s 
claim to Texas was never challenged again.20  
In this, he succeeded. 21

 Once again, Angelina is mentioned in 
an official diary of a Spanish expedition, 
and although she is named, readers are 
again left with more questions than answers 
about her identity.  Juan Antonio de la Peña, 
Chaplain-Major of the expedition and a 
Franciscan bother, recorded the events of the 
journey.  The expedition left Monclova in 
November 1920 and de la Pena relates the 
encounter with Angelina on July 25, 1721.  
The expedition was beset with delays from 
the beginning, and its bad luck continued 
throughout its journey to East Texas.  The 
huge party was delayed at the Trinity River 
due to flooding, and it took 16 days for the 
group to cross that one river.  The Cacique 
(chief ) of the “Aynay” met the Marques’s 
party at their camp on the eastern side of the 
Trinity, near San Juan Creek.  He brought 
eight chiefs and four women (“maidens,” 
according to de la Peña), including Angelina, 
“who had grown up at [Presidio] del Rio 
Grande and [Monclova] de Coahuila.”  She 
spoke both “Castilian” and the language of 
the Tejas and was able to help the two leaders 
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In Jim Knox’s 1986 sculpture, Angelina speaks with 
a Tejas warrior and a Spanish Friar.  She holds eagle 
feathers in her right hand, symbolizing her authority 
and her dress is adorned with six shells – the top 
row symbolizing the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and 
the second row symbolizing the three great forces, 
positive, negative, and neutral.  All together, the 
larger than life size bronze sculpture represents 
the idea of Angelina bridging the gap between two 
cultures, European (specifically Spanish) and Indian 
(specifically Tejas).  This sculpture is probably one of 
the most accurate depictions of what Angelina may 
have looked like, as Spanish and French sources 
from her time period indicated that Hasinai women 
wore tanned deerskins adorned with shells and bells, 
anything that would make a noise.  However, she 
probably would have worn her hair tied back and 
would have been tattooed, at least with one line down 
the center of her face.  In winter, she would have worn 
clothing that covered her whole body, but it is possible 
that in warmer seasons she would have gone without 
upper body clothing and would have been tattooed 
on her breasts and shoulders, as well as her face. 
December 2012 photo by Jonathan Gerland .

communicate.  According to de la Peña, the 
Cacique had heard the Spaniards were on their 
way and had become anxious at their delay at 
the Trinity and would have gone all the way 
to San Antonio, he missed the Spaniards so 
much.  Aguayo gave him assurances that the 
Spanish soldiers and missionaries were there to 
stay and that the Spanish king valued the Tejas 
as loyal allies against their common enemies, 
presumably the French.22  By May 1722, 
when Aguayo returned to Coahuila, he had 
started or reestablished four presidios and ten 
missions in Texas.23

 So who was Angelina?  The five sources 
that mention her, either by name or by 
description do not offer enough information 
to make a definite answer.  She is given a name 
in three sources, but it is a different name 
each time (Angelique, Angelica, Angelina), 
although it is very similar, meaning angelic 
or little angel or some variation of an angelic 
being in both languages.  All five sources 
agree that she spoke Spanish, but do not 
agree where she learned it.  De La Peña, from 
Alarcon’s expedition, does not mention the 
source or her knowledge, Bellisle mentions she 
lived with the Spanish, but doesn’t mention 
where, and  Pénicaut, the most unreliable 
chronicler, points to the Spanish priests who 
visited the area in the 1690’s.  Ramón’s diarist, 
Espinosa, and Aguayo’s De La Peña specifically 

state that she learned it at a mission in 
Coahuila.  This is supported by Juan Agustín 
Morfi in his History of Texas, which was 
the first historical account of Texas, written 
between 1779 and 1783.  He based his history 
on an extensive tour of Spanish missions in 
the late 1770’s and on official documents.  
It is possible he used Espinosa and de la 
Peña as his sources, but his information 
could also have come from witness accounts 
unknown to modern historians.24   In all 
five accounts, Angelina speaks Spanish and 
willingly interprets for the European visitors 
and serves as intermediary between the Tejas 
chieftains and the expedition leaders.   In all 
five accounts she also, most likely, is a grown 
woman, since she seems confident in the 
presence of men from the European and Tejas 
groups, is called “learned” and “sagacious” and 
according to Bellisle, had children old enough 
to guide him to Natchitoches.  Adulthood 
started much earlier in the 18th century than 
our modern society allows, but none of these 
five depictions support the idea that she was a 
sweet, innocent, young maiden.
 With these five sources available to 
researchers at The History Center, we hope 
to be closer to drawing some conclusions 
regarding Angelina’s identity.  We can say, 
based on our research, that Angelina was 
probably a Native American woman who 
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In Lance Hunter’s 2000 
mural “Laying the Tracks,” 
which celebrates the 100th 
anniversary of the Angelina 
and Neches River Railroad, 
an Angelina-like figure shines 
a light ahead of Angelina 
County Lumber Company’s 
engine 110.  The mural is 
located on the back of the 
Lufkin Independent School 
District administration 
building on Cotton Square. 
December 2012 photo 
by Jonathan Gerland

spent a significant part of her childhood in 
Coahuila, where she learned Spanish and 
became familiar with European customs.  She 
ended up in East Texas among the Hasinais, 
where she had a family and interacted with 
at least five groups of Europeans as they 
navigated through the Tejas world and culture.  
Since the Aguayo expedition effectively ended 
French incursions into East Texas, the Spanish 
names for people and places in the area were 
the ones that fell into official use, and thus 
we know her as Angelina, not Angelica or 
Angelique.
 With  the Americanization of East Texas 
that followed American settlers and led 
to Texas’ independence from Mexico and 
eventual addition to the United States, much 
of the Spanish history of the area has faded 
from memory and the French influence is 
almost unknown.  All that remains are the 

names.  Angelina is unique in that her name, 
which is Spanish, reminds us of the three great 
cultures that influence the early history of our 
region.  A native woman who interacted with 
the Spanish and French, her influence was 
honored, first with the name of the river that 
ran through her people’s land and secondly in 
the county that bears her name.25  Angelina’s 
people were on the far northeastern edge of 
the New Spain, but were right in the middle 
of Spain’s and France’s new world struggle.  
Her skills, wherever they were obtained, 
would have helped her leaders and their 
Old World counterparts negotiate through 
this pivotal period of transition within the 
old empires.  It is through Angelina and her 
identity that modern East Texans are driven to 
learn about this time period.  Once again she 
serves as a bridge between disparate cultures.
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History Center 
Exhibit Highlights 
Angelina County’s 
Love of Baseball

By Emily Hyatt 

Jo Nell Vaught, Jimmie 
Beth Jordan, Billie Walker, 
and Peggy Boren have fun 
at Millers Park in 1950. 
They are standing in the 
approximate location of 
what is now The History 
Center’s parking lot.  

Hudson native Brandon 
Belt made his major 
league debut with the San 
Francisco Giants in 2011.  
A lefty fi rst baseman, he 
was part of the 2012 World 
Series Championship 
Team, with a .275 average, 
7 home runs, and 56 RBI’s 
in the regular season.  
His RBI triple in game 
four of the World Series 
gave the Giants an early 
lead.  Angelina County has 
honored Brandon since 
his return home from 
California, with rallies 
and ceremonies in Hudson 
and Lufkin.  He served as 
grand marshal of Lufkin’s 
Christmas parade in 
November.  

Play Ball!

22
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 In spring of 2012, The History Center 
opened a new onsite exhibit entitled 
“Take Me Out to the Ballgame: Baseball 
in Angelina County 1900-2012.”  The 
exhibit featured photographs and stories 
highlighting the county’s love affair with 
baseball.  As with all of The History 
Center’s exhibits, staff gathered images 
from our collections and also asked the 
community for contributions that would 
help tell the story of local baseball players 
of all ages.  The response was very positive 
and as a result, the exhibit features images 
and artifacts from local semi-pro teams, 
youth baseball programs, every high 
school in the county, Angelina College, 
and even professional players with an 
Angelina County connection.  Notable 
items include the 1963 Lufkin High 
School state championship trophy and 
other artifacts loaned by the Lufkin High 
School Alumni Association, photos and 
scrapbook pages documenting Bobby 
Ramsey’s little league and high school 
career, including the 1959 Lufkin PONY 

Grad’s World Series winning season, a 
Diboll Miller’s uniform, and current 
World Series champ San Francisco Giants 
first baseman Brandon Belt’s Hudson 
High School jersey, on loan from Hudson 
High School.  
 Angelina County’s sports attention 
may now be captivated by the bright 
Friday night lights, but its first love was 
baseball.  At the close of the Civil War, 
soldiers from both sides returned home 
to rebuild their lives, bringing with them 
a new game learned in the downtime 
between marches and fights – baseball.  
By the end of the 19th century, Angelina 
County had joined the rest of the country, 
fielding several teams that played on 
weekends and on holidays.  This trend 
would continue into the 21st century.  
Names like Louie Mantooth, Ned Shands, 
Kit McConnico, Will O’Quinn, Morris 
Frank, Pitser Garrison, Jack Devereaux, 
Frosty Davis, Jellie Samuel, and Pete 
Runnels dominated local sports fans’ 
conversations for a century.  Some of the 

In 1949, shortly after changing their 
name from the Diboll Dragons, 

the Diboll Eagles posed for a team 
photo.   From left, standing, are 

Amos Randolph, Freddie Randolph 
Jr., M. Lee Overstreet, Jeff Sibley, 

Herbert Brown, Herbert Allen, 
Willie Trimble, Smoky Barnes, 
and Otis Spikes.  Kneeling are 

Archie Robert Nash, Orea Hubbard, 
George Hodges, and Jelly Samuel.  
The Eagles were Diboll’s semi-pro 

Negro League baseball team.
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An early Diboll 
baseball team.  From 

left to right: B.B. 
Webster, Will Brooks, 

W. L. Heath, 
Will Rutland, Abe 

Heath, Jim Williams, 
B.G. Heath, Oscar 

Webster, Henry 
“Babe” Rutland, 

A. M. Peebles. 

early names were preserved in the names 
of the parks and fields that host the hitters 
and pitchers and fans of today.  Today, 
local major league standouts Brandon 
Belt and Clay Buchholz capture the 
imaginations of the little leaguers who 
hope to one day take their place.  
 Baseball was a game especially well 
suited to sawmill communities, and 
Diboll, in particular, always fielded 
talented teams made up of sawmill and 
woods workers who labored for long hours 
during the week and played hard on the 
diamond each weekend.  Diboll had a 
semi-pro team sponsored by Southern 
Pine Lumber Company called the Millers.  
Players worked in the sawmill and in 
the woods during the week, practicing 
and playing their games on Sundays.  
Although there are no records to give the 
exact beginning of the Millers, personal 
accounts from former players suggest 
that Diboll’s team dates from at least 
the 1920’s and photos suggest that some 

company officials played on a company 
sponsored team as early as 1907.  In 1938, 
the Millers team reorganized only to be 
affected by World War II when the young 
men left Diboll to fight.  After the war, 
the returning veterans and up and coming 
youngsters reorganized the team again, 
and Diboll’s baseball fans soon had a new 
venue for watching their team in action.  
A new Miller Park opened in 1948 (at 
the present site of The History Center), 
boasting covered stands for spectators, and 
according to newspaper accounts from 
that time became “the center of semi-pro 
baseball activity in this part of East Texas.”  
 Sawmill workers didn’t get much 
time off for recreation, so games followed 
practice on Sunday afternoons.  On 
holiday weekends they might play a 
game on Saturday and Sunday and they 
celebrated the July 4th holiday with a 
double-header.  In spite of their relatively 
little time for practice, the Millers took 
their baseball very seriously and were 

(continued on page 26)
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The Diboll Millers semi-pro baseball team poses for a photo at Millers Park in June 1937. Front row, left to right: Mozelle Martin, outfielder; Gresham Temple, 1st 
baseman; Jumbo Hill, catcher; Preacher Blackburn, outfielder; Jack Devereaux, shortstop; Frosty Davis, manager, coach, and 1st baseman, and Dutch Voggel, 2nd 
baseman. Back row: Coach E.H. Bush, utility infielder; Gilbert Hill, outfielder; Orville Donohue, outfielder; James Rector, pitcher; Rip Henson, pitcher; and Buddy 
Thompson, pitcher. Hack Wilson, umpire, stands at far right.

Former Diboll Miller and lifelong 
baseball fan Jack Devereaux 
visited The History Center in 
March 2012, reminiscing about 
all of the games he played 
and the players that passed 
through Angelina County.  He 
poses here with a photo of the 
Diboll Eagles, pointing to his 
friend Ruben Jelly Samuel.  
Mr. Devereaux passed away in 
August.  
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One of the cases from the baseball exhibit showcases several different eras of baseball in Diboll.  Clockwise from left: Diboll’s Charles Anthony played on the 
Diboll Millers baseball team.  He poses here in July 1951 in front of a house that was located about where Jack in the Box is now on U. S. Highway 59.  Team 
members didn’t usually own their uniforms, but passed them on to new players when they left the team.  Baseball memorabilia also includes the first issue of 
Sports Illustrated, from August 16, 1954.  It featured baseball on its cover.  Research assistant, former Little League player and coach, and all around baseball fan 
Louis Landers owned this Pete Runnels branded glove.  Today, Angelina County residents still follow professional baseball, as evidenced by these Astros programs 
collected at games in several decades by History Center Director Jonathan Gerland and Research Assistant Louis Landers.  

known as a good team within the local 
network of semi-pro teams.  Manager-
player Frosty Davis, who came to Diboll 
in 1936 after playing ball in San Benito, 
Beaumont, Lake Charles, Jackson, and 
Vicksburg, remembered the 1940’s and 
1950’s Millers as teams made up of 
talented players like Jack Devereaux, Son 
Landers, and Hank Doty.  
 Diboll was not the only town in 
Angelina County to organize semi-pro 
baseball teams.  Lufkin had several teams 
through the middle 20th century.  In the 
1920’s and 1930’s, Morris Frank’s Lufkin 
Firemen fielded a team that included, 
among others, Pitser and Hugh Garrison 
and played mostly East Texas teams 
but also Shreveport and a team fielded 
by the Huntsville Prison.  Lufkin’s other 
teams from that period included the 
Keltys Pine Knots and the Lufkin Foundry 

Machinists.  In the following decade, 
several Lufkin businessmen organized the 
Lufkin Foresters to play in the West Dixie 
and East Texas Leagues.  The Foresters 
were largely, but not all, out of town 
players.  
 Semi-pro teams didn’t make a lot of 
money and many owners had a hard time 
making ends meet during the heyday of 
local baseball, but as the 20th century 
progressed, they gradually stopped 
playing.  Radio, and then television, 
brought major league games into the 
homes of avid baseball fans, and with the 
growing prevalence of air conditioning, 
families could watch good baseball in 
climate-controlled  comfort instead of 
sweating through games at a local park.  
Professional baseball changed as well, 
and the minor league system and draft 
became more structured, so hopeful hitters 
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Diboll’s Lindberg King practicing his swing.

and pitchers focused their attention in 
that direction in order to make a good 
impression on scouts.  By the middle 
of the twentieth century, the segregated 
teams from Diboll were both known as 
formidable opponents, traveling around 
the area playing other community teams 
and even playing against semi-pro and 
professional teams looking for opponents 
when traveling between cities.  
 In the 1950’s, Angelina County’s 
adults became concerned about passing 
their love of the game on to their children 
and several areas formed youth baseball 
programs.  Diboll’s first experiences came 
in 1952 with the organization of the three-
city Yellow Pine League, made up of teams 
from Diboll, Corrigan, and Camden.  By 
1954, Diboll had enough players and 
community support to obtain its own 
charter from Little League and Diboll’s 

boys played their first independent games 
that May.  The town built a new Little 
League park in 1954 and the program 
has remained a fixture in Diboll ever 
since.  Now, boys and girls play in Diboll’s 
Little League baseball league and girls also 
participate in softball.  Little League was 
segregated just like the rest of the county’s 
institutions, but Diboll fielded its first 
integrated team in 1967.  Lufkin’s Little 
League tradition is of similar age, starting 
in 1952, and its program has produced 
several World Series champion teams and 
the city now supports multiple programs 
and its beautiful fields draw tournaments 
featuring teams from around the state.  
 All of Angelina County’s communities 
boast youth baseball programs, and 2012 
proved to be a very successful year for 
local teams.  The Texas Thunder 11 and 
under select team, made up of players 



In 1930, Southern Pacific offered a baseball package to 
citizens of Angelina County.  For $2.40, baseball fans could 
ride the train from Lufkin to Houston, watch a game between 
the Pittsburgh Pirates and the Houston Buffs, and ride the 
train home the same day.  

from around East Texas won the Grand 
Slam World Series in Panama City 
Beach, Florida in July.  The Lufkin 13 
and under team won the Dizzy Dean 
World Series title in August.  The Lufkin 
Little League All-Star team, in the city’s 
first year of participation in official 
Little League activities, made it to the 
Southwest Regional Championship 
game, where they lost to a team from 
San Antonio – one win away from a 
trip to the World Series.  Diboll’s youth 
baseball players were equally successful, 
with the T-ball team winning a Dixie 
Youth State Championship and the 
9-10 year old team playing for a chance 
to go to the Dixie World Series at the 
state tournament.  In spite of the rising 
popularity of other sports, youth baseball 
is still a part of an Angelina County 
childhood, and local kids are still finding 
success on the diamond.  
 Robust Little League programs 

led to school programs, and each high 
school in Angelina County now fields a 
baseball and softball team.  Several have 
won state titles.  The spirit of the early 
players who loved the game so much and 
the excitement of generations of Little 
Leaguers are alive in well in the county’s 
high school programs.  From the 1960’s 
to the present day, Angelina County’s high 
schools have fielded championship teams 
in both baseball and softball.  Some of the 
state championship teams include the 
1963 Lufkin High School baseball team, 
the 1983 Central High School baseball 
team, the 1987 Central High School 
softball team, the 2008 Huntington 
High School softball team, and the 2012 
Hudson High School softball team.  The 
county’s boys and girls continue to excel 
on the diamond.  
 Angelina College also boasts a 
successful baseball program and its new 
field is a place Morris Frank and Frosty 

(continued on page 33)
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Diboll School Superintendent C.H. Bear Miller 
with baseball and bat, ca. 1927.  Diboll’s adults 
have long believed in the sport’s benefit to area 

children.  Miller, in particular, argued that baseball 
would benefit the town’s young men and provide 

an antidote to what he saw as growing threats and 
temptations in the 1920’s: highways and the bottle.  
As more cars and better roads began to change the 

character of the county and make travel to larger 
towns easier, he feared Diboll’s youth would be led 
astray by easier access to alcohol and lower moral 
standards.  Baseball would keep them busy, teach 

them discipline, and provide a team 
atmosphere to shape their characters.  
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In 1961, the local Little League fielded 
the first Diboll All-Star Team from 
the tri-city area of Diboll, Burke, 
Huntington.  Back Row, Left to Right: 
Manager Rankin Weatherby, Gary 
Conner, Ronnie Rector, Lee Baker, 
Jimmy Beaty, Glen Jacobs, Albert 
Smith, Dean Smith, Charles Hudnall, 
Manager J.I. Beaty
Front Row, Left to Right: Charles 
Shofner, Joe Henry Smith, Wayne 
Stephens, Cary Jones, Ronnie Emsoff, 
Eddie Horton.



 In 1959, Diboll native Bobby 
Ramsey played for Lufkin’s PONY 
Grad team.  The team won the 
PONY Grad World Series title in 
Springfield, IL.  In this photo from 
the final game, Bobby Ramsey tries 
to beat the throw at 3rd base.  

Diboll native Bobby Ramsey was an all-around sports star, but made some of his biggest plays on the baseball diamond.  This case 
shows memorabilia that he collected throughout his baseball career and also highlight other little league players.  It was seeing this 
case that prompted visitor Randy Odom to donate several reels of audio tape to The History Center, one featuring his uncle, famous 
broadcaster Murphy Martin calling the 1959 PONY Grad game.  From the top left: In 1959, Bobby Ramsey played on Lufkin’s World 
Series Champion PONY Grad team.  He kept the programs and other souvenirs of the game.  To the right, his scrapbook contains 
newspaper clippings and photos from his entire Little League career.  Below the souvenirs and scrapbook, Ramsey’s 1960 American 
Legion State Championship Baseball Team photo and certificate prop up telegrams from many Diboll residents wishing him good 
luck in the series.  His high school letters and medals round out the left side of the case.  On the right, a May 1958 issue of the Diboll 
News-Bulletin highlights an article in which Major League star and Lufkin native Pete Runnels and his good luck wishes to all county 
Little Leaguers.  Next to the Runnels article, Bobby Ramsey’s game balls and 1959 trophy highlight different stages of his playing 
career and Bradley Smith’s Diboll Little League All-Star jersey brings the focus into the 1990’s.  
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1955 H.G. Temple High School baseball team.  
Standing, left to right: Coach Raymon Lacy, Jessie Harris, 

Homer Sippio, Vernon Mark, John W. Jones, Melvin Spencer, 
Coach George Crain.  Kneeling, left to right: Leon Denning, 

Charlie Adair, Jennis Mathies, Leroy Spencer.

The Lufkin Panther baseball team Class 
AAAA Region II and 8-AAAA and State 
Champions, 1963.  The Panthers are 
wearing the traveling uniforms furnished 
by the Lufkin Sideliners’ Club.  
Pictured from left to right:  
First row: Coach Dick Gardemal, 
Pete McKenzie, Butch Lowe, 
Marc Wichman, Duncan Cavanaugh, 
Leon Tidwell, Larry Cook and 
Coach Lamar Hebert.  Second row: 
Manager Nicky Miller, Manager Jackie 
Mayer, David Rusk, Carl Barnes, 
Mike Maberry, Bill Conrad, Manager 
Tom Berry and David Paulette.  
Third row: Hugh Wolf, Roy Meyers, 
Bubba Wood, Joe Register, Tony Murphy, 
Scotty Taylor, David Brevell, Rocky 
Thompson and Robin Welch.

The Lufkin High School Alumni Association generously loaned artifacts from the 1963 Lufkin High School State Championship baseball team, 
including1st baseman Mike Maberry’s Lufkin High School letter jacket and the 1963 State Championship trophy.
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1983 Central High School AA State 
Championship Baseball Team: Front row, left 
to right, John Mark Pike, Thomas Driver, Lori 
Vann, Lisa Carnes, Leasa Thigpen, Jerrie 
Rawlinson, Leigh Smith, Tammy Sowell. 
Middle row, left to right, David Wesley, 
Adrian Neal, Roy Westbrook, Greg Tucker, 
Brian Thigpen, Doug Standley, Brian Woods, 
James Malone. Back row, left to right, Mike 
Thigpen, Clay Parker, Kelly Wesley, Charlie 
McClendon, Kevin Westbrook, Donnie Davis, 
Kevin Jacobs, Coach Jack Lee.

1997 Central High School AAA State 
Championship Softball Team: Bottom row, 

left to right, Cori Cummings, Beverly Hatcher, 
Jenna Patton, Cassie Cox. Top row, left to right, 
Casey Clark, Sherry Whisanant, Maurita Sweat, 

Donna Scogin, Candy Richardson, Brooke 
Barge, Jennifer Barnett, Courtney Myers, Erica 

Leeper. Not pictured are head coach Doyle 
Crager and assistants David Flowers 

and Maria Dillard.

2008 Huntington High School State 
Championship Softball Team: Top Row 
from left: Coach Ruth Wright, Keri 
McGilvra, Kayla VanNatta, Mallory 
Brandenburg, Brittney Batten, Katie Mills, 
Raelin Reveal, Hannah Smith, Asst. Coach 
Julie Goodman, Asst. Coach Kathleen Ellis, 
Trainer Donna Olson. Middle Row from 
left: Reagan Stewart, Amanda Burnett, 
Amanda Benge, Caitlyn Ivy, Meagan 
Baxter, Molly Ellington, Arial Ellis. Third 
Row from left: Chandler Modisette, Kelsey 
Kirkland, Candace Lovett, Destiny Lovett, 
Presley Modisette, Carlie Thomas

2012 State Champion Hudson Softball Team
First row, from left to right: Jade Havard, Madison Jeffrey, Bryli 

Lee, Cassidy Brasuell.  Second row: Marlee Guidry, Kelsey 
Moulder, Coach Eby, Lauren Gilcrease, Elizabeth Pierce.  Third 

row:  KK Parker, Alyssa Dotson, Coach Malone, Kayla Caldwell, 
Adrianna Mosley, Ashley Davis, Kelsee Selman, Coach Capps, 

Madison Selman, Marie Mireles.  BALL GIRL and BAT GIRL
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Angelina College opened their 2012 baseball season on January 27 at their home field, playing a double header against the Temple Leopards, 
losing the first game 8 to 1 and winning the second game 5 to 0. AC starting pitcher freshman Matt Roberts pitched 5 and 1/3 innings of no-hit baseball 

and reliever Josh Keith finished the game, also with no hits allowed. Roberts was a pitcher for New Waverly High School. Photo by Jonathan Gerland

Former Angelina College Roadrunner Clay Buchholz pitches for 
the Boston Red Sox.  He still holds the Roadrunner record for ERA, 

strikeouts, and complete games from the 2005 season and has 
continued that success in the major leagues.  On September 1, 2007, 
in his second major league start, Buchholz became the first Red Sox 

rookie to throw a no-hitter, beating the Baltimore Orioles 10-0.  
In 6 years in the major leagues, he has an ERA of 3.92 

with 46 wins in 636 innings pitched.  

Davis would have found beautiful on a 
bright spring afternoon.  Many minor 
and major leaguers have passed through 
the AC program, helping to continue the 
county’s success at the junior college and 
then professional levels.  The Marlin’s 
Dennis Cook and the Red Sox’s Clay 
Buchholz both spent time as roadrunners 
before finding success in the major leagues 
as pitchers.
 Angelina County’s connection to 
professional baseball is longstanding and 
still strong.  Lufkin native Pete Runnels 
started his career at Lufkin High School, 
where he excelled in all sports.  He played 
in Washington from 1951 to 1957 and 
then for the Boston Red Sox until 1962.  
For five straight seasons his batting average 
was over .300, and he won the batting 
championship in 1962.  Later that year 
he was traded to the Houston Colt .45’s, 
where he played until his retirement in 
1964.  In addition to the AC roadrunners 
Cook and Buchholz, and current local 
hero Brandon Belt, some other notable 
major leaguers from Angelina County 
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It is no surprise that a county with such a long tradition of baseball excellence would produce its share of major leaguers.  In this case on the left, San Francisco 
Giants first baseman Brandon Belt’s Hudson High School Jersey highlights the county’s pride in his accomplishments.  Hudson High School retired his jersey in 
January 2012 and later that year celebrated Brandon after his team won the World Series.  In the center, although not an Angelina County native, major leaguer 
Dennis Cook attended Angelina College.  After AC, he played for the University of Texas, where he was named to the All-Southwest Conference Team in 1984-
1985.  He made his major league debut with the San Francisco Giants in September 1988 and played for 9 teams throughout his 14-year career.  One of his most 
memorable major league moments came in game 3 of the 1997 World Series, where he pitched to win the game in relief.  Cook is currently coach of Team Sweden.  
He is also pictured here on the top row, third from the left, with the 1982 Angelina College Baseball team.  The right side of the case showcases Lufkin native Gavin 
Wright, who played for several of the Astros farm teams, including the Michigan Battle Cats, the Corpus Christi Hooks, and the Round Rock Express.  His uncle, 
Louis Landers, loaned some of the souvenirs he collected during his career.  

are Gavin Wright, Chris Seelbach, and 
Luis De Jesus, and these are only a few 
examples of local prospects that made it to 
the big show.  
 While football continues to capture 
the most attention from local sports-lovers 
in the fall, baseball’s appeal is still strong 
in Angelina County.  As The History 
Center continues to fulfill its mission to 
collect, preserve, and make available the 

history of Angelina County, it is only 
appropriate that baseball is included in 
that history.  Even when the exhibit space 
is changed to highlight another important 
aspect of local history, the photos, stories, 
and objects collected for Take Me Out 
to the Ballgame: Baseball in Angelina 
County 1900-2012 will be preserved in 
the archives for use by future generations.
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Locals have always followed their 
favorite major league teams and 
taken as much pride in their wins as 
present-day baseball fans.  Private 
bets were (and are) common among 
friends and all in good fun. In 
February 1942, John H. Judd and 
H.G. Temple bet on the winner of 
that year’s National League Pennant, 
and Clyde Thompson recorded the 
bet to keep them honest.  Mr. Judd 
won that bet when the St. Louis 
Cardinals beat the Brooklyn Dodgers 
for the National League title. 

The back of a Pete Runnels 1959 baseball card records his career stats thus far. 
He would win the American League batting title in 1960 and 1962 with the Boston Red Sox. 

Courtesy of Jack Devereaux.
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Then and Now:
Photos 1 and 2 show Temple Lumber Company’s Kirby Drive retail yard and offi ces in Houston in the early 1950’s (photo 1) and about 
1963 (photo 2). Photo 3 shows the same location in April 2011 occupied by Helfman River Oaks automotive dealership. Note the power 
lines in the backgrounds of each photograph. Temple Lumber Company built their yard at 4807 Kirby Drive in 1948 to join their other 
Houston yard locations at 3400 Polk, 425 West 18th, and 2505 West Dallas. The Kirby Drive location also housed the central offi ces of the 
retail division and was billed in 1948 as “one of the South’s most modern and effi cient retail lumber yards and building materials stores.” 
Photo 3 by Jonathan Gerland

1

22

2

3
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From the Diboll Free Press photographic 
collection for the year 1978, Photo 1 shows 
Harold Maxwell (center), vice president of 
operations of Temple, displaying a piece of 
aluminum-backed urethane insulation such 
as will be produced in a new plant to be built 
soon in Diboll. Looking on is Pete Smart 
(left), marketing manager, and Joe Sample, 
vice-president of marketing. From the year 
1982, photo 2 shows employees and Angelina 
Chamber of Commerce offi cials at a ribbon 
cutting ceremony for the grand opening of 
McCoy’s Building Supply Center in north 
Lufkin. The store was the 36th Texas location 
for the San Marcos-based family business that 
began in 1927.

1

2
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 In processing Temple Lumber 
Company records earlier this year, 
we were able to identify the proud 
engineer of Engine 6 in this photo 
from about 1909. It is Joe Pollard, 
who poses at the front of the 
locomotive (holding the oil can) 
with his son Glenn and engine crew 
in Pineland, Texas. According to the 
1910 Sabine County census, Joe 
Pollard was a 27 year old locomotive 
engineer living with his 24 year old 
wife Flora and 4 children: daughter 
Lulline, age 9; son Glenn, age 6; 
daughter Hazel, age 3; and son 
Joseph, age 2 months. Engine 6, 
a 38-ton 2-6-0 class, was formerly 
a Texas South-Eastern Railroad 
locomotive, built by Baldwin 
Locomotive Works in 
December 1905.

Cary Modisette recently donated this image of Zavalla showing a view looking east down Main Street in about 1950. Note the wig-wag style 
railroad crossing signal in the foreground. The railroad through Zavalla was abandoned and rails taken up in the late 1990’s.
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In celebration of its history Union 
Pacifi c Railroad operates two 
restored steam locomotives across 
its service area, occasionally visiting 
East Texas over the former rails of 
the Southern Pacifi c and Missouri 
Pacifi c railroads. In photo 1, UP 
Engine 844 and its special train of 
passenger cars stopped in Lufkin 
on October 25 this year in route 
to Houston. In photo 2, the train 
roared through Diboll the following 
morning. In Photo 3, UP 3985 
stopped in Crockett for refueling 
on February 3, 2004. Billed as “the 
world’s largest and most powerful 
operating steam locomotive,” it was 
returning to Cheyenne, Wyoming 
from Houston, where it was 
displayed during Houston’s hosting 
of Super Bowl XXXVIII. In the game, 
the New England Patriots narrowly 
defeated the Carolina Panthers 
32-29. With their accompanying 
tenders, Engine 844 weighs 454 tons 
and 3985 weighs 538 tons. Photos by 
Jonathan Gerland

1

2

3
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In spring 1982 the Angelina County High 
Schools Rodeo Association team took 
fi rst and second place trophies at two 
recent meets. Team members included 
(from left) Robin Goodwin, Vicky 
Scarborough, Angie McClendon and 
Teresa Scarborough. They competed 
in such events as barrel racing, pole 
bending and roping.

Also in spring 1982 members of the Angelina Photographic Association toured the Big Thicket National Preserve by 
canoe. Included in this photo from the trip are (in front) Marjorie Welch, Steve Spencer, Jason Spencer, Jim Love, Claude 
Welch, Clarence Barnes, Mark Gallas, Eric Keith and Bill Keith.  Also (in back) Judy Smith, Kim Hunt, Charles Griffi s, Keith 
Barnes, Ellen Huber, Cy Stapleton, Phil Huber, Linda Huber, Michael and Marcie Rabon, Maurice Johnson, Eddie Johnson, 
Vickie Brown, Mason Bryant, Joan Gallas, Richard Gallas, Tom Paxson, and Jan Anderson-Paxson.
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Thirty winters ago, Philip Reynolds and 
Martha Carol Jones of Burke were proud of 
their patriotic snowman, which they built out 
of the early January snow from a Minuteman 
model.  Heavy sleet covered the county on 
January 6th before the snow fell that night, 
giving area citizens a delightful view the next 
morning.  Most of the snow and ice melted by 
noon on the 7th.  It was the area’s fi rst snow 
since February 1980 and possibly the heaviest 
since the early 1970’s.

In September 1982, Joe Denman 
donated the roadrunner statue to 
Angelina College.  Pictured from left 
to right, Dr. Jack Hudgins (Angelina 
College President), Buckshot 
Ferguson (artist), Mr. and Mrs. Joe C. 
Denman, and Robert Poland.
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NEWS & N E W S  &  N O T I C E S

RESEARCHERS and OTHER VISITORS

 We directly served at least 528 

researchers this year (183 on-site and 

another 345 by email, mail, and phone), 

which does not include our website 

visitors, detailed below. In-person visitors 

numbered more than 4,300.

WEBSITE

 Website visitors numbered more than 

18,000, who viewed more than 60,000 

web pages and downloaded more than 

70,000 additional pages of PDF content. 

Our website now contains more than 320 

oral history interview transcripts, more 

than 100 digital documents, 89 finding 

guides, 14 years of back issues of the Pine 

Bough Magazine, and nearly 200 images 

featured in our online exhibits.

COLLECTIONS

 There were 43 accessions of new 

archival material this year. Highlights 

include a digital reproduction of Frank 

Devereaux’s World War II flight log, 

various items added to our baseball 

exhibit, audio recordings from the 1950’s 

of Murphy Martin broadcasting play-by-

play of area baseball and football games, 

various photographs of the 1950’s and 

1960’s from Temple-Inland, and a vintage 

video tape collection of more than 400 

films made between the 1980’s and early 

Members of the Lufkin Senior Kiwanis Club toured the baseball exhibit in March.

Patsy Colbert points out an interesting photo to a tour group of Tiny Jacks from Diboll 
Primary School in February.
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2000’s from the Texas Forest Service. In 

recent months more than three dozen 

collections have been processed and 

their finding guides been made available 

through our website. Subject indexing the 

Diboll and Lufkin newspapers, as well 

as other resources, continues; the local 

database now contains more than 108,000 

records.

TOURS

 Staff-guided tours and onsite programs 

for the year included groups from Stephen 

F. Austin State University’s history 

department, Diboll Independent School 

District, Lufkin Independent School 

District, Central Independent District, 

Timpson Independent School District, 

Diboll First United Methodist Church, 

Livingston Baptist Church, Carpenter’s 

Way Baptist Church, Lufkin Girl Scouts, 

Diboll Boy Scouts, Lufkin State School, 

Lufkin-Angelina Chamber of Commerce, 

several Houston-area group tour 

organizations, and Lufkin Kiwanis Club. 

We also hosted meetings of the Diboll 

Historical Society.

OFF-SITE PROGRAMS and 

PRESENTATIONS

 Among the programs and 

presentations given offsite to various 

groups and organizations were those 

Emily Hyatt explains public history resources during a tour to Diboll Junior High students in 
October.

Louis Landers leads a tour of Engine 13’s cab in February.
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provided to the Timpson Genealogical 

and Historical Society, the Big Thicket 

Association, East Texas Historical 

Association, Angelina Rotary Club, 

Lufkin Senior Kiwanis Club, and the 

Texas Forestry Museum’s Hall of Fame 

Induction Program.

WORKSHOPS / PROFESSIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT

 Staff provided board and committee 

service during the year to several 

archives and history organizations, 

including the Texas Historical Records 

Advisory Board, Texas Map Society, 

Texas Oral History Association, Texas 

State Historical Association, East Texas 

Historical Association, Angelina County 

Historical Commission, Society of 

Southwest Archivists, and the Society 

of American Archivists. Staff attended 

disaster planning workshops at Stephen 

F. Austin State University and a map 

collections workshop at the University of 

Texas at Arlington. Staff also participated 

in the University of North Texas’ Portal 

to Texas History Partner tours and 

appreciation programs and also mentored 

history majors at Stephen F. Austin State 

University.

Jonathan Gerland, Janice Bezanson, Ab Abernethy, and Richard Donovan presented a 
program on the Neches River at the 50th Anniversary Meeting of the East Texas Historical 
Association in September at Nacogdoches.

 In July we said goodbye to our archivist Matt Gorzalski, who left to become University 
Archivist for the University of Southern Illinois. In early December Matt and his wife Joy 
were blessed with the birth of a son, Aaron Joseph. Our best wishes to them all!
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 The Corrigan-Camden Class of 2013 
posed with our Engine 13 in December.

 Ellen and Buddy Temple received the Texas Conservation 
Alliance’s Award for Lifetime Conservation Achievement in 
September, presented by longtime TCA member Richard 
Donovan, at the Museum of East Texas in Lufkin.

Cleveland Mark and Jim Ligon, alumni of H.G. Temple High School, posed in our 
lobby during an all-class reunion of Diboll high schools in October.
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