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E. What I would like for you to do first is to give me 

your name and when you came to work for the company and what 

you remember when you first came to work for Lufkin. 

I am Seymour Curtis and I went to work for Lufkin Foundry 

and Machine Co. the second day of August 1926. Mr. A. E. 
~ 

Per c y was F 0 u n dry Sup e r -j n ten den t , B O'Y"-' dh - New s 0 m was F 0 u n dry 

Foreman. I was helper at that time. Mr. Percy was one 

of the finest men I ever saw. He had ever man interest at heart. 

He spoke to you outside the gate, but the minute you came inside 

the Foundry he would not say Hello or go to hell or anything else. 

But if anyone had any trouble he would feel around and find out 

if he was financially in trouble or a death in the family. He 

had as big a heart as any man I ever saw. At that time I went 

to work for 25 cents an hour and we were working 10 hours a day. 

Got Saturday afternoon off but shortly after I went to work there 

we worked four five hour days and business was pretty dull. Mr. 

Percy was tight too. 1111 tell you the supplies, he kept them in 

the back of his office if you had to patch a mold and needed a 

few nails, if you came out with 2 or 3 too many held have you put 

them back. All the Foundry supplies were kept right in the back 

of his office. ---------------------------At those days each man 

repaired his own sand, he conditioned it, the mold was shook out 

on the floor and the next morning he went in with the shovel and 

you had to fix your own sand and your own facing. Each man had 

his own type of facing to mix, nobody told him what to put in it. 

You mix it according to your own specifications. Sometimes they 
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were alright and sometimes they were not. The old molders, -~ not 

too good at telling you their secrets so you had to learn and do 

it yourself and at those times a little la r on duri e 

depression, freight trains would pass right outside the door, it 

was open from the Foundry to the railroad tracks and the old 

molders would get off and they'd come through and they'd hit you 

up for 50 cents or a dollar and sometimes there was as many as 30 

on one flat car or in one box car. There was lots of them. Times 

were hard then. But that 25 cents we managed to exist on it. Th~ 

last part of ,~ we had no business at all. I was layed off 18 

days, the entire Foundry was, and then we were only working half 

days and then I went to work for Maw Ferguson, she was governor, 

I worked for the state inspecting cattle for 2 years and I came 

back and the Foundry was not working very much. After being 

away from Lufkin for 2\ years my job played out and I needed a 

job. I came back and asked Mr. Percy about going to work. He 

was working 4 days a week in the Foundry but the Machine Shop had 

a little busines~ and I was driving a truck extra for Gordon 

Sewell ,but I needed a job so Sunday I went to see Charl i e MC'~~' 
~e was Machine Shop foreman, and he was a rough old man~ so they 

all say. I went up to see him at his house on Sunday, he was 

sitting on his front porch, I went to talk to him about a job. He 

said Seymour you're kind of hard to get along with aren't you? 

~Jell, I knew I didn't have a job, and I said Mr. Mac they tell me 

you is a hardest S. O. B. to get along with that there ever was. 

He never said but one more word, he said come down Monday morning 
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and 1111 put you to work. Monday morning when I went down to go 

to work he had talked to Mr. PercY,and he sent me back in the 

Foundry where I had about 10 years experience. I worked there 

unti 1 1972, and there was never a better pl ace to work. I was 

treated good all through the years. 

E. Well, letls stop and talk about these pictures he just 

brought in. He brought in a really good picture of the badger 

fight. Ya'll tell me about the badger fight. While we1re 

3 

looking at that, Mr. Ashley do you want to put your name and when 

you came to work on this tape? 

Well, I went to work here the first month, the 17th day of 

1918. -- E. Youlre E. E. Ashley 

Mr. Trout gave me the job at Sunday School. He was teaching 

class and I was going to Sunday School and working out here at 

a little sawmill,and I asked him for a job one Sunday morning 

after Sunday School) and he sai d you look 1 i ke you cou'l d do a 

pretty good days work says you come down here in the morning 

to my office at 7 o'clock. I was there at 7 and he told me 

to go back there in the Foundry and tell Mr. Percy to put me to 

work. I went back there and told Mr. Percy what he said, he said 

see that man down yonder, go down yonder and tell him I sent you 

down there to help him, Claude Green. I worked with him there 

I guess a good while then they changed me up there to 

Nerren. I worked with him a while and then they out me on what 

they call a snap bench~ mold and I made them a long time. Finally 
) 
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give me brake shoes and dolly wheels to make. They wasn't makino 

anything but sawmill work and the had the cotton belt work too. 
1 

The Cotton Belt Railroad and they made brake shoes for them -------

they still burned coal. That's about all they was doing then. 

E. Do you remember when they started with the gears and 

pumping units and that kind of thing. Do you remember when 

that came in? 

Yeah. I remember that. '26 wasn't it Seymour? (About that.) 
~, 

Yeah, I made a lot of them old counter weights and cranks, made 

a lot of them. Then during the war on them snap benches they made 

them hand grenades,and I made them gun barrel shells for a good 

while. 

E. You worked through the war and when did you retire? 

First month, 17th day, 1964. Worked 46 years to the day. 

E. Let's get Mr. Butler's beginning with the company on 

this tape then weill talk about some things you fellows remember. 
['11 (~.fr~..J.-.; 

I went to work 1929. Charlie ~ hired me, too. 

E. And you name is Bob Butler. i' 
When I went to work I was cleaning and chipping gear ~oxes 

they were making out in the Foundry getting them ready ---------

Alex Andrews, he was floor foreman, he was Greek. Fine fellow 
~ 

I worked for him a long time then the first gear cutting machine 

the company ever bought, they just had one, I run it for 3 or 4 

year I guess first one thing and another. When they started 

putting the speeds and feeds and changing over from high speed 

steel to top -------then carbide -----------operation chiefs they 
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called it. ----------------------course I did that quit a while 

then they put me in the shop with, I was set-up man in the shop----

all during the war. I was, Mr. Andrews had a bad heart and 

he had to take it eas~ and I kind of took his job over then he 

had to quit)and I was shop foreman for a while then they took 

me off of that and put me foreman of the tool room and then they 

took me off the tool room and put me back on as shop foreman. 

E. Did they move you around a lot or was that customary that 

they would move you like that? 

When I first started on the machines, yeah they moved them 

and then they quit that moving the about much, you got on a 

machine and they would keep you there until you run out or wore 

out. There was a lot of them that come and gone while I was out 

there. I worked 45 years myself. 

E. Let me ask you fellows, I read in a speech that W. C. 

Trout gave in 1949 that there was a union in the shop in 1904 or 

5 when he came here. Do ya l 1l know anything about this? 

I don't remember that, that was before my time. I know 

when they were getting up this other union was 

trying to get a company union, company sponsored at that time but 

it fell through for some reason, do you know why, Bob? (No, I don't. 

I know that Mr. walked out, he and his helper, he had a~ 

rentice boy was helping him and they'd all voted, what few there 

was then to, they didn't get something I don't know, they was 

going to strike or they were going to quit, and he and this 

Prentice boy was the only ones that walked out ----------- they quit 
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and left. He went somewhere else to work but the rest of them didn't 

go out with them like they was going to.) That was not the 

union as it is now, that was going to be just a union of the men 

in the Machine Shop of Lufkin Foundry the\ way I understand it. 

E. What year was this? 

Just before our union came in, I don't know what year it was. 

(I believe the union started in 1951.) 

We couldn't get supplies in the Foundry and and ------------
would come down about 5:30 in the morning and all the supplies that 

we needed and rods to make --------- out of and bars to go in cores, 

I was core room foreman at that time, we'd steal them from Mill 

Supply. There was a piece of tin on the back that was loose then 

we'd go through FontXbe's place and weld get all the welding rod 

ends to use to hold the sand in place of nails that we couldn't 

get in the Foundry. I know Mr. 
--~-------

knew we were getting 

so he just charged them back to Mr. Percy. Mr. Percy by the 

way was W. C. Trout's brother-in-law, is that right Bob? (Yes.) 

E. How long did he stay here? 

Mr. Percy? Until he died. He was Foundry foreman from the 

time I was here. 

E. He did die here? 

He died here, yes, on the job. If he hadn't he'd probably 

still been there. He was a ---------make by trade but he was a 

mighty fine man. 

E. Tell me about W. C. Trout. 

He was one of the smartest men Lufkin Industries 1'm sure, 
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because he started it. 1111 never forget one time we were in 

Chicago right after the war, we were buying ladles and cranes 

and things for the new foundry, maybe I shouldn1t tell this but 

7 

11m going to tell it anyway. I had to stay at the Stephens Hotel 

and he was staying at the Blackstone and then you could only 

get reservations for 4 days, that was during the war, well, my 

time ran out,and Mr. Trout and I had been to Milwaukee that day, 

and I came in,and I told him I was going to have to get another 

place to stay that my reservations were out, they slipped a note 

under the door. He said IIFine, my wife is getting in my hair, 

I'll send her to her sister in Milwaukee and you can 

m 0 v e i n wit h me. II ~J e had ago 0 d tim e . Hew a s a fin e f ell 0 w . 

E. His brother-in-law, Fred Luck was here in the early 

days. . . 

I don't remember Fred Luck. I remember hearing of him but 

as far as him being in the plant or having anything to do with it 

I've never met him that I know of. 

E. I don't think he stayed a long time. 

Course he could have been in the office)and I wouldn't have 

known it even then. I stayed in the core room then. 1111 tell 

you about et a raise from Mr. Trout, Mr. Percy. I 

was on what they called the large size, making the large molds and 

big gear covers and things and Oscar McKinney with 2 helpers made 

the same amount of work that I made with one helper. And every 

week lid go .. , or every pay day, I'd ask Mr. Percy for a raise) 

lIyou havenlt been here long enough.1I lid only been here about 
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10 or 12 years. And I was doing more work and at that time they 

kept your percentage records, the percentage of scrap and good 

casting. My tonage was high. I made up my mind that I would 

ask him every pay day till I got a raise. I think molders 

wages was 65 cents an hour at that time and when he did give 

me a raise he put me in the core room and gave me 15 cents more 

than anybody in the shop. 

8 

Talking about Mr. Trout I just saw some pictures. Mr. Belote 

was always having something going on and they'd make pictures of 

it}and he died and Mrs. Belote died we, wife and I, was taking 

the stuff out and she had a box as big as that one full of 

pictures that were made around the old, and I was just looking 

at some of them while ago and they had a picture of Mr. Trout 

taking the lathe off of this over here in the front gate, Mr. 

Bel 0 tiC was t a kin g ito f f) and hew ass tan din g the r e . 

E. That's when he had that hinge from that first door that, 

didn't Mr. Belote have that mount~ or something for his office, 

I've read about it, off the door to something. 

Yeah, he had a hinge off the front door to the shop, the 

old shop_ 

E. Well, I want you fellows to tell me about the badger 

fi ghts. Tell me everythi ng you can remember \iause I I. ve heard 

more people say)and I want to be sure the badger fight gets in 

that history with all honors. 

What the badger, actually you can see there, it was an old 

bed chamber, not a regular slop jar just a little old timey one. 
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They'd put that in a box and have them put those stove pipe on 
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their legs so the badger couldn't bite them or scratch them. They 

had a big old chain and they'd grease it and smutty it up and 

have that pot fastened to it in that box and they'd have a dog 

out there, these new hands (Usually a Yankee.) somebody would 

begin to get a little better than somebody else or something 

seem like they'd pull the badger fight on them. They get 

around there and one of them would raise the lid up on that box 

and they'd tell him now whenever you jerk that lid up you get 

that thing out of there cause we want that badger out where 

the dog, we can see the fight. They'd jerk it as hard as they 

could that thing would come tumbling down. But they had one 

when they had banquets up at the Hotel, Angel ina Hotel, they 

had a badger fight up there. This young fellow had gone to 

work out at the shop, and they'd moved him into the, he was 

helping the time keeper do something, and he was the kind of 

fellow, he was pushy, he thought he was really going to town. 

He was all -------up and they pulled that badger fight on him and 

1111 tell you he didn't even stay to eat his supper that night. 

---------------He left 

Talking about Mr. Per ,he had a habit of always jinglin 

uarters when he was walkin up and down the gangway. He'd have 

5 or 6 making a noise with them. Everywhere he went he jingles 

those quarters. One morning it was cold, I mean freezing cold, 

and they dumped the molds out of our sand there and the sand was 

hot, course we had to condition it with a shovel and I was bent over 
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putting a little water on it, stirring it every now and then and 

I didn't hear these quarters jingling, but this little spitz dog 

of Mr. Percy's right where I was bent over cutting the sand he 

came up and raised his leg and the steam come up in my face and 

I picked up a handful of molding sand and hit the dog, I didn't 

know Mr. Percy was there, he said "Seymour you should be ashamed 

of youse1 f, that dog knew that sand was too dry. II That I s all he 

said. I hit that little old dog. 

When I first went to work here, Mr. Trout hired me I hadn't 

worked but about 2 weeks, he had me over there at the office, 

and he told me he couldn't work me without my daddy signed up 

for me. So he drawed up a contract and my daddy had to sign up 

for me. I wasn't 21. After that he come back around there and 

told me one day he raise me 25 cents every 3 months, that was in 

the contract and I hadn't ever paid no attention to it, so he 

raised me 25 cents every 3 months until they got to be a -------

and there once or twice I didn't get it. I went to Mr. Percy 

for itJ and Mr. Percy said you go see Mr. Trout, he fixed that 

up. 

We got 2~ cents or 5 cents a year was about the way we qot 

our raises but it has been a good company to work for. If you 

have any sickness or anything they could help you. 

Old man Trout knew everybody, I mean every man out there he 

knew him by his first name after he worked there a month or so. 

E. The way I understand it, Mr. Trout was out in the shop 

as much as he was in his office. 
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He was out there qui~a bit. 

And it didnlt matter if he had customer or something, 

somebody bringing them throught the shop, held stop and shake 

hands with the people and talk to them and let the customer 

walk on. Pete Little was another one that would do the same 

thing. 

Pete started here the same year I did. 

E. 11m going to talk to Pete Little friday. Who are some 
'i 

of the other men that come to your memory 

1 1 
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