
CAREY SMITH 
Interview 22c 
April, 1988 
Jim Ligon, Interviewer 
Retyped by Courtney Lawrence  
 
 
ABSTRACT: In this interview with Jim Ligon, Carey Smith talks about life in Diboll as 
an African American.  He discusses race relations, crimes, religious activities, and people 
from Diboll. Mr. Smith was particularly active in the Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church. 
He also discusses the Temple School and several of Diboll’s African American teachers. 
 
Carey Smith (hereafter CS): He couldn’t do it. 
 
Jim Ligon (hereafter JL): That’s Professor Jackson? 
 
CS: Yes, Professor Jackson. 
 
JL: He was here a long time and I know he was a good musician. 
 
CS: He was a good musician. What was the guy’s name, he was a big shot, he died out 
there in California about four or five years ago. He was a band leader. 
 
JL: A band leader – oh 
 
CS: No, he was a white fellow, he played with him, when he came out of Tennessee 
where his home was, up there somewhere. He joined that fellow and he played with him. 
He blew a horn, some kind or another. Wanted to get him out there on that “This is Your 
Life” way back yonder and he was too old to go out there and do anything like that. 
 
JL: I wanted to ask you some questions that Mr. Nelson has asked me. You know, during 
the time – they used to have those bands here, you were telling me. Oh, there was Mr. 
Freeland Goldman. 
 
CS: Clyde Thomas and them had a band. 
 
JL: Yes, they sure did. Did Clyde Thomas have a band? 
 
CS: Yes, Clyde Thomas and Amos Randolph and all those boys, C. P. Griffin and a 
bunch of those boys, they would all go up to the country somewhere playing. Clyde was 
over it. 
 
JL: Is that right? Well, C. P. Griffin, I think he was a drummer, wasn’t he? 
 
CS: Yes. 
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JL: They say he was real good. 
 
CS: Yes, all of them were good, Amos Randolph and all those boys – there were four or 
five in that band. I can’t name all of them right now. 
 
JL: Do you remember one named “Pine Knot”? 
 
CS: “Old Pine Knot”? I was standing about ten feet from him when he got killed. 
 
JL: Is that right? What was his real name, do you know? 
 
CS: I can’t think of his real name – they called him “Pine Knot”, that’s all I know. 
 
JL: I understand he was killed by accident. 
 
(The man Carey Smith is talking about as Cockran is later identified as Darwin 
Singleton) 
 
CS: No, he was killed – Emmett Irving, do you know Emmett Irving? A fellow named 
Cockran, he was the quarter boss, he had two guns, you know. They had a quarter boss 
here, old Cockran. This boy, Dennis Phillips. You don’t know Dennis? Him and this boy 
got into some kind of trouble, I don’t know, he wanted to kill Dennis and so his brother, 
Emmett Irving’s brother. So old Pine Knot, right there below the Baptist Church, he was 
in there and Dennis was in the house and that boy tried to get him out. This fellow, 
Cockran, had made it up with Dennis, with this boy, to kill this boy, kill Dennis. All 
right, he called Dennis and Dennis wouldn’t come out. So this fellow, “Pine Knot” ran up 
with his hands like that and this boy cocked the man’s gun and let him have it. Knocked 
him down, he wasn’t over ten feet from us. 
 
JL: Is that right, well, whose gun did he take? 
 
CS: Cockran’s gun, snatched the gun out of his holster and let him have it. Shot “Pine 
Knot” down, killed him dead. 
 
JL: Where did that happen? At the Barrel House or was he at home? 
 
CS: You know Emmett Houston, where he used to live? Right in front of him, right 
across from Emmett Houston’ house. “Pine Knot” was in that house and Dennis was in 
there and “Pine Knot” ran out and told them “Don’t shoot him, don’t bother him,” and 
that boy let him have it. 
 
JL: Did they ever do anything to him for it? 
 
CS: No, I haven’t seen Dennis since. He ran out through the old lumber yard, by Dave 
O’Neal’s and I haven’t seen that boy since. That has been over fifty years ago, way over 
fifty. 
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JL: He left town then? 
 
CS: Oh, he left and that boy, Emmett Irving’s brother, killed him. He had it made up, you 
know. Mr. Cockran had two forty-fives on each side. 
 
JL: And he was the quarter boss? 
 
CS: He was the quarter boss, yes, he was. 
 
JL: His name was what? 
 
CS: Cockran. You remember that old man that had a store up there in Lufkin, he was 
telling him something, he said, “You’ll be glad you did,” but you don’t know anything 
about that though. That was him. “Two Gun Cockran,” they called him. 
 
JL: Well, what about Aunt Celia Pitts, do you remember her? 
 
CS: Pitts lived right back down there where the preacher lives. Wait – lived right down 
below me, on that hill, remember the old “Dick Whitt Place”? Well, that’s where she 
lived, here and her husband. Her first husband was Will Pitts. They ran a café right up 
there below the Baptist Church. After he passed Dick Whitt, she used to teach school and 
she married this fellow. He would go on this boat down here, got whiskey and stuff and 
he had to speed out, he left her here. She stayed down there a long time. You know 
McCall up here at Burke, they have the place. After he left she got sick and died in 
McCall’s house. My wife went down and sat with her – Lloyd’s sister, you know. She 
used to be my teacher way back there. 
 
JL: Did you know anything about a man named Darwin Singleton? Was he a Texas 
Ranger? 
 
CS: Darwin Singleton? I believe that is, instead of Cockran, that’s the man, Darwin 
Singleton, that’s his name. That’s the man who the boy took his gun and killed Pine Knot 
with. That’s who it was. I said Cockran but it was Singleton. That’s right. He was tough. 
And she was a Pitts, she lived back down there, my brother bought the first T Model Ford 
and when he first learned how to drive he would go down there and get her and take her 
to the store, back and forth. 
 
JL: Was there somebody named Jim McQueen that owned a café or something? 
 
CS: Jim McQueen, yes, he married – do you remember Beauty Shepherd? – That was his 
first wife. He is over here in Crockett somewhere if he ain’t dead. I guess he is dead now. 
He married Green Shepherd’s wife, that was his first wife and she married Green. They 
went back over to Crockett. I heard about fifteen years ago he was still living, ran a café 
over there, somewhere around Crockett or Trinity, somewhere over there. Jim McQueen 
was a bright fellow. 

© Copyright 2009 THE HISTORY CENTER            Carey Smith              Interview 22c 

 
3 of 21 



 
JL: I remember a lady named Estelle Rawls, do you remember her? 
 
CS: Estelle Rawls, yes. Seems like I do. What time did you leave here, you ought to 
remember her? 
 
JL: I didn’t leave until 1949, but Miss Estelle Rawls, I do remember her, but that name 
just seems to come across my mind here. 
 
CS: Do you remember her husband? They used to live right across from here over by the 
Simonds place. She had a grown girl named Leslie Rawls. She is in California now. After 
Rawls died she married old man Horrace, do you remember old Brother Horace? That is 
her husband, she married him. She married Brother Horrace and they quit and then her 
and her girl went out to California, been there ever since. I’m sure she is dead now, I 
don’t know. 
 
JL: Also there was a man named Uncle Nat Moore, I think he lived northeast of Diboll, 
out of town toward Lindsey Springs. He died and he was found by Chester Willis after he 
had nearly decayed. Did you know anything about it, he had been dead for a long time. 
 
CS: Yes, they found him dead some place, but I can’t remember that, it has been so long, 
I can’t remember. 
 
JL: Do you remember the night the Red Stand burned down, what happened that caused 
that? 
 
CS: I don’t know, I think somebody set it afire, I think it was arson. Old Man Burris, he 
was the law, he would get in there and dance with those Negroes in that house all night, 
dead drunk. They burned that down after Bill Morgan, remember Bill Morgan? And Ida 
Morgan. They lived right below that place and I think Freeland Goldman and his wife 
were running that. I’ve forgotten her name, she has been dead now, I think, she stayed 
sick all the time. 
 
JL: Well, there must have been a lot of things going on around here then. 
 
CS: Boy, so many things were going on I can’t remember all of them. I was around here 
though, I’ve been here practically all my life. I remember a lot of things. I know old man 
Fred Nelson, he used to be checker down there and old man Ashworth, old man Lingard 
and old man Estes, the first men around here, way back yonder. My dad used to plow this 
place in the woods, back in them old days, go out there and cut him a tree where there 
wasn’t nothing to it but now, they would send you to the pen now. Me and my brother 
hauled wood up and down there and supplied white folks mostly, back on the far side 
where the colored folks, by the pipeline. A few whites lived along that front line, up there 
below old man Menefee’s house. There used to be a row of houses up there. We’d haul 
wood, me and my brother supplied them with wood. There weren’t any old heaters or gas 
heaters or anything like that.  
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JL: Where were you cutting the wood at? 
 
CS: Cutting right on the timbers, go across the road there, we lived there just below the 
Big Tin Barn. 
 
JL: You could just cut wood anywhere you wanted to? 
 
CS: Anywhere you wanted – you could go out there and cut trees, go and cut ash trees, 
people went crazy about that ash wood. You could go out there and cut them down. Get a 
cord of wood, come down here and engage it, me and my brothers came down here and 
would sell it. 
 
JL: And nobody said anything? 
 
CS: Nobody didn’t do nothing, but the last thirty or forty years when they got the deer 
leases, and all this pine. People didn’t care about the trees back in those days. 
 
JL: They had plenty of wood in those days. 
 
CS: Didn’t care about it – you could go in there and cut a tree any time you wanted to. 
My dad cut many a tree up there across that highway. 
 
JL: When did you come to Diboll, Rev. Smith, or were you born here? 
 
CS: No, I was born after I came here, I left Jasper and came here and that was in 1897, I 
am 91 years old now. 
 
JL: During that time, you had some brothers, were you the youngest one of them? 
 
CS: No – yes, I believe I was the youngest. I had one named Mulligan, he died down 
here in Huntington. He died up on the Old Red Hill there where I was born. Kimble, me 
and Donnie, so we had two more two or three girls, two girls died before I was born, I 
can’t remember them. 
 
JL: Did all of you move to Diboll when you came? 
 
CS: Yes, we all, no, not all of them, didn’t but one boy, that is the oldest boy, he died up 
above the Tin Barn, he and my mother both, and my Aunte, they all died there. My old 
Uncle Henry Wilkerson, an old blacksmith, he ran the shop up there for a long time, 
shoed horses, make shoes and all like that, they all died. That happened back there before 
you were born. A long time ago. 
 
JL: But during that time you lived right along in this land that you are sitting on right 
now, the land that you owned when you were growing up here? 
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CS: No, we bought this place from Mrs. Hogue. Do you know Mrs. Hogue? There used 
to be a saloon across over there right by the house there, you remember the old big barn 
that used to be here, that was a saloon. Joe and Bloomer Forest, they were running that 
saloon. 
 
JL: Mr. Nelson was asking about that. 
 
CS: Well, that’s what it was, had a big house over there, right down there were Don and 
Lucille are right now. Big barn, had a little saloon down there at the gate. And old man, 
Ratliff, had a home on that hill by the grave yard. 
 
JL: Is he the one that ran it? Who ran it? 
 
CS: Joe and Bloomer Forest. 
 
JL: Who ran the other one down there, do you remember? 
 
CS: Well yes, there was an old man, all of that belonged mostly to them. Joe Allison ran 
it and old man Ratliff killed a black boy right down here, John Whidler. Shot him back in 
those days. 
 
JL: Well, during that time I guess it was Prohibition days, they couldn’t sell whiskey? 
 
CS: Yes, whiskey, they wouldn’t allow whiskey here.  
 
JL: It was outlawed in those days. Of course, people got it anyway. 
 
CS: That’s right, there was a place over there at Goat Hill and back on 94. 
 
JL: Brother Carey, you told me one time about the churches and you were telling me at 
the time – you remember when most of these churches were first built? 
 
CS: I know, the Baptist Church was built in 1903, I was three years old, something like 
that, anyway our first preacher was W. T. Perry from Corrigan. He came up here and 
built that church, right over there where it is now. Started off with a little frame church 
and weren’t that many negros here then, most of them were on the pipeline. He came in 
and organized and built that church, had a few deacons, two or three deacons. Built the 
church and he named it “Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church.” That was in 1903. My dad 
used to bring me to church to hear Perry preach. After he built it he left, they went to 
Groveton, in 1910 a bunch of men and Perry went to Groveton and got it on record in 
Groveton, in 1910. 
 
JL: 1910, that’s when they got it on record? 
 
CS: Yes, at Groveton. 
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JL: Shiloh Missionary Baptist Association. 
 
CS: Shiloh Missionary Baptist Association. Well, he quit and went out and tried to get 
other churches in. W. T. Bradford, you have heard him talked about, he was a good 
preacher. He took over, he stayed here a long time, went on up and up and up until now. 
Bradford, he stayed here, then a fellow down here came. He preached a while, old man T. 
L. Allen, he took on, you remember Allen? Old man Cole, he stayed there a while, he 
resigned and his boy, the one from Conroe, Mitchell, he took over and stayed here a 
while. After he left I think old man Brock took it finally. He stayed here a while, after he 
died a fellow from Louisiana came, Oliver, he stayed and when he passed Brother Odom, 
he stayed about three months, they had him pastor, we called Simmons. Simmons came 
up here and they called him and he stayed about twenty-three years. 
 
JL: Well, I remember that was somewhat of a feud going on at one time about Rev. E. A. 
Allen, did they run him away from here? 
 
CS: No, they didn’t run him away, they gave me $30.00. I want to tell the folks they lied 
about it, they said I ran him out, I didn’t run him off. We gave him pay for the first month 
service and gave me another month extra, paid him a month ahead. He got Brother Olson 
to carry out the service and we – I think, got $30.00. I did the most preaching, and they 
gave him $30.00 and they took that $30.00 and put it on the table, he didn’t get in the 
treasury and they asked him. “People, who must I give this to?” They said, “Give it to 
Carey, he made it. We have done paid our pastor, we have done paid him and gave him a 
month ahead.” And they gave it to me and they came down here and tried to make me 
give it back to them. I didn’t give it to them, because I preached for that man, I would run 
his route, I raised money for him, off and on for three or four years, he didn’t give me 
nothing. I didn’t ask for nothing and they gave me that $30.00 and they wanted me to 
give it back to them. I gave Odom $5.00 but he didn’t preach much and I got $25.00 of it 
and I got $25.00 of it and I didn’t give it back because they gave it to me and they say I 
ran him away and deacon went over there and got Jay Bowen and brought him there. The 
preacher got up there and he called me “Snake.” He is dead, I loved him, I don’t have 
anything against him. 
People got their guns, totin’ guns around there, and Jack Maynard, Armstead, shooting at 
us, all of them, took me out there in the field and told me to give that money back. I said, 
“I’m not going to give it back, it was given to me and I’m not going to give it back.” I 
said, “If it went in the treasury, this is church property.” But it didn’t go in the treasury, 
they put it on the table and gave it to me and I’m going to keep it for I’ve done too much 
for this man and he wouldn’t give me anything.” When he left, they told him to give him 
a nickel or dime, he told the deacon that. I wouldn’t lie on it. Give him a nickel, oh, give 
him a dime. I preached for him. 
One night I went out there to preach and a little tornado came and shook that old shack. 
My wife and Oliver was here, you remember Oliver, don’t you? I was out there trying to 
raise money for him and deacon would bring me money and give it to me for the service. 
I didn’t do anything wrong, that wasn’t me, the deacon did it, he told Green Shepherd 
down there in Houston. Green Shepherd went to Houston before he died, and he said 
“Green, those deacons ruined me.” Well, that is the way it was. They said I ran him away, 
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I didn’t have a thing to do with it, I just wouldn’t give him the money, that’s all there is to 
it. 
 
JL: Well, that straightens out a lot, I know one thing, of course, I was just a little kid, I 
didn’t know what happened that he left but I do remember that the deacons, I heard them 
talking about them having their guns drawn and all that, and I remember they did get the 
law to come up. 
 
CS: Yes, they got the law, they didn’t need no law. Rev. Allen said before he died, told 
Shepherd, Shep was in the lodge business down there, said “Bro. Shepherd, those 
deacons ruined me in Diboll.” He said that, it wasn’t me. 
 
JL: So he knew it. 
 
CS: He knew it. He said the deacons did it. And they said Rev. Carey did it. Well, they 
are lying dogs, I didn’t run him away. The deacons ran him away because they went and 
got the law and they didn’t have any business getting the law. 
 
JL: I see, well, those things happen. 
 
CS: I know, they told you I was the cause of it. Lots of them told you, I know you have 
heard it. 
 
JL: Well, I was just a kid at the time and I had no idea what happened. It is really good to 
be able to set the record straight. 
 
CS: That’s right and I wouldn’t lie on it. They put that $30.00 – I preached down there 
for three or four years and raised two or three hundred dollars for him, as much as I could 
raise and gave it to him. He came there and he didn’t give me one penny and I didn’t ask 
for any. They didn’t want him to give me that little old $25.00 – that was a dirty act. 
 
JL: How many churches did Diboll – was Shiloh the first church? 
 
CS: Yes. 
 
JL: Then the Methodist? 
 
CS: Yes, old man Perry, old black Perry, they named the church Perry Chapel, and his 
bunch, the Masons laid the corner stone. I know all about it, they can’t tell me nothing. I 
was right around here when all this happened. They gave me a bad name in my church, 
some of them, all of them are dead now. They gave me a bad name, I have been in that 
church seventy-six years and they haven’t given me an office up there. Johnson, he 
wanted me to be a deacon and them negros – they wouldn’t take me, a deacon or nothing. 
I ought to be on the honorary list, they didn’t give me that. They didn’t give me a darn 
thing, and the hell away with it – I’m telling you. They treated me like a dog and I did 
everything I could to help that church and those old folks, they are gone now, and I hope 
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they made their peace with God. One or two of them left here, didn’t care a darn about 
me and I worked for that church. I suffered for it and I helped them preachers, every 
preacher there, I helped him, since I have been trying to preach and didn’t any of them 
give me a thing. I don’t ask for anything, but they say I was the cause of it and that’s a 
black lie. 
 
JL: That really clears up a lot of things that people have been saying. 
 
CS: I know, they keep talking about it, Ross here, when they had him here, they were 
telling him how I treated Ross and how I treated Rev. Allen. I didn’t do a thing to Allen, 
Allen talked to me about me like a dog, he’s dead, called me a “Snake,” put a snake in his 
bosom and when he gets cold he will bite you. I said, “God’s going to work it” and He 
worked it, too. 
 
JL: Yes, He will surely do it every time. Well, after that we got the Methodist Church 
and then along came, somewhere in there, the Church of God. Do you remember the 
Sanctified Church? I remember a preacher here one time, I think his name was Sifford. 
 
CS: Sifford, he preached up on the hill there. I forget, and this girl, do you remember 
Lola Mae? She played the piano up there, she was sanctified then. She left and joined the 
Baptist Church in Lufkin. 
 
JL: Okay, I remember her. 
 
CS: He’s got one or two kids around here. I’m telling you, he’s got one or two kids here, 
I’m not going to tell you who the woman was – I know it all – these folks know I know it. 
I know these folks, in the last fifty or sixty years, I know all of them. And I know they 
work, they can’t tell me nothing about what I did – I know their lies. 
 
JL: Well, you have been here a long time and have seen a lot of things. 
 
CS: I know it – I’ve seen everything here, I was here when Diboll was – they used to 
have a long platform, do you remember that, from the old commissary, to go out there 
where people got on the train, you don’t remember that? 
 
JL: I remember that, that was at the depot, wasn’t it? Had a little ramp you could go up. 
 
CS: You could come out of the commissary and go on to the train, cross that and get on 
the train, then later they built a station house. 
 
JL: They had a depot there and I remember Chester Willis used to meet the train. 
Professor Jackson would be there and he would always look at that watch. He had one of 
the prettiest watches, it was an old railroad watch. 
 
CS: Old Professor was my old boy, I loved him, but Simmons ran him away from here. 
Rev. Simmons ran him away from the church. 
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JL: He did? 
 
CS: He was too old, he couldn’t play, kept dogging him. Jackson told me “I’m telling 
you, I left there.” Jackson told me that. He treated Jackson like a dog after he got old. So 
he left and went to Lufkin and joined the Shiloh. 
 
JL: I didn’t know that, I know all of a sudden he was not active, but I wasn’t here then. 
 
CS: No, you weren’t here. He learned me a lot of things, I used to sing in the choir with 
him. 
 
JL: Yes, he taught many people a lot of music, he really was good. 
 
CS: We used to have a singing choir, O’Neal and them, do you remember that? The 
Reaves boys and Miss Cora Nash, they all sang in it. Jim Forest and remember old Callie 
Jackson. I married her and Professor Jackson. 
 
JL: Well, speaking of Miss Cora Nash – you did? You married her and Professor 
Jackson? And who? 
 
CS: Miss Callie Jackson and I married Miss Emma – I married him and her. Professor 
Jackson, that was his wife when he passed. 
 
JL: Yes, well, you see, she was kind to me. 
 
CS: Was she? Well, God bless her, she was a good one. 
 
JL: She was kind to me. 
 
CS: That’s right, John Calvin and all of them. 
 
JL: They are my relatives on my grandmother’s side. 
 
CS: Yes, I know them. Boy, they can’t tell me nothing, about Diboll, I’ve been here a 
long time, I’ve seen many a thing. 
 
JL: Well, speaking of Miss Cora Nash, she was sort of active, very active a lots of time. 
 
CS: She raised more money than any of these churches. White churches or black 
churches, than anyone in Diboll. She raised that money. She would go to Corrigan and 
raise money down there, go over in the white folks quarter and raise money, come back 
to these churches and raise money, come back to these churches and raise money here, 
she raised more money for the church, I’ll give her that credit, she came here in 1919 and 
she raised more money than any black woman in Diboll. 
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JL: That’s what I hear. Well, then, too, you know she even raised money after she was 
blind, even on the telephone. The white people gave her a lot of money. 
 
CS: Two years before she died she raised a lot of money. She was good. 
 
JL: I know when I was just a kid she used to work – there was Miss Minnie Bell – do 
you remember her? 
 
CS: Minnie Bell? She married Jack Maynard. She died, you know, in the old folks home. 
No, she died at the hospital. She lived back down here a long time – that was her place 
down there and Virginia got it, they bought it together. She was a good old soul, she 
worked in the church, too, she would give the church $100.00 at a time, she had good 
money, too. 
 
JL: They had a lot of singing groups here, I remember a lot of male singing groups that 
used to sing in the quarters. Well, they just had male groups and they sang like the old 
spirituals, remember those? 
 
CS: I remember Bro. Hunt, do you remember Bro. Hunt?  
 
JL: Was he a singer, too? 
 
CS: Yes, he was in one of those quarters and Jack Ligon, Woodfee Peters, all those boys 
used to sing down there, they had a good chorus down there, Old Jack could sing, too. 
 
JL: I remember him singing. He was good. 
 
CS: He died here in ’73 or ’74. All those churches, we had some good things along back 
in those days. Had some good preachers, too and some devils here. 
 
JL: Down through the years there must have been a lot of things. Well, it is all part of 
our development in this community and gives us a little history that was in the past. You 
know, sort of think about it, reminisce, and so many funny things have happened and a 
lot of sad things, many things you sometimes don’t want to talk about, but sometimes it 
ought to be talked about. 
 
CS: It’s got to be talked about, let the folks know how it happened. Jim, there is a cause 
and result of everything and we ought to give them that cause. That’s what’s the matter 
with a lot of these preachers, they get up and preach and don’t give the people a cause, 
things that happen have a cause, they always have. Look at that over here, they been 
looking around trying to find their cause. Over in the Pacific, I mean the Atlantic. Trying 
to find their cause, you get the cause you can find some believers. 
 
End of Tape 1 
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JL: Like you say, you have got to know and this is one of the reasons why history is so 
important, we need to know what happened in the past because it helps us in the future. 
Regardless of how things may go down in your family or what might have happened in 
your life it is all part of your history. Sometimes you don’t want to talk about some things 
but they need to be talked about and they need to be brought out. A lot of things that 
happened here that a lot of people should be getting credit for but they don’t they just get 
washed out. I remember a few things talked about but I can’t say whether they were true 
or not, but I do know that during the time I came up as a little boy nearly everybody was 
having hard times. I was told that a lot of black people in the community and, of course, 
the company here was a lumber producing company, and things weren’t all that bright for 
them. They had problems with money and there were times when we worked for them  
for nothing. 
 
CS: I did that. 
 
JL: Not so much for money but provided us with a place to live and the people went out 
and just did what they could and took a little pay or no pay. 
 
CS: I worked for $0.35 an hour. I worked for old Quincy Woodall over there, $0.25 an 
hour, back yonder before you were born. I trucked lumber from that planer. And my 
paydays would be $12.00 or $13.00 or $14.00, after taking the insurance out of it, and my 
house rent. I’ve been through it, I’ll tell you. I’ve had some hard times, killed myself out 
at that mill. It’s not like that now. 
 
JL: That’s true now, of course, they have a lot of modern stuff. 
 
CS: Modern stuff, new equipment has done taken over now. 
 
JL: That’s right. Of course, that’s another thing you have to take a look at, it is going to 
revolve in such a way that when you do look back at these times we need a record of it, 
we need to know how the people came up here, how they struggled, what kind of 
hardships they had, and of course, it is all in the past to talk about. 
 
CS: That’s it. You bring that up and sit down and read what happened six or seven years 
ago and they get consolation out of it. T. B. Fowler used to, when he came out of the 
penitentiary he dug ditches here, he is the best ditch digger in Diboll, you remember him, 
don’t you? 
JL: I think I do. 
 
CS: Jimmy Fowler’s brother and he dug ditches here until he left here, he married Fred 
Fitch’s daughter, left and went to California. I went out to his house when I was in 
California, he has two homes out there, he is dead now. I don’t know, Novella, I guess 
she is back out there. All that, that is in the past. 
 
JL: Well, it is nice to be able to know what happened. 
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CS: Lots of people don’t know what happened fifty or sixty years ago, they don’t know 
what happened; they don’t have any history of it. 
 
JL: A lot of times people have wondered how black people came through some of those 
eras when everybody was having a hard time and black people were having an even 
harder time because of the fact that we were more or less discriminated against, they 
were, more or less, looking out for themselves, not really trying to, maybe, do you any 
unjust but just trying to take care of their own matters. 
 
CS: That’s right, they couldn’t do it, they weren’t able to do it. 
 
JL: But you know, during that time, we somehow, had an arch for survival, as my mother 
used to say. We could take something, she would take nothing and make something out 
of it. This way we were able to survive, but those people who were used to having 
everything, more or less, it was hard for them to make it, during the time when the stock 
market fell. 
 
CS: In ’29, do you remember that? That was terrible, poor folks just couldn’t get by. I 
know during World War II we had a time. Couldn’t get ice, and couldn’t get this, 
couldn’t get flour. Take this Old Aunt Jamima, some time we would mix it up and make 
cakes out of it and all such stuff as that. In fact black folks have had a hard time during 
these three hundred years they been free. 
 
JL: Yes, but you know, the art of survival is the thing, that’s the mystery for most 
people. We found that if you have to improvise and make something like you just 
mentioned and take something and make something out of it that we haven’t been doing 
before. Out parents sort of being expert cooks and making meals from very little bit of 
nothing and we all came through it. 
 
CS: Times move on, people learn more, they got a little better educated, in fact, they 
could go out and help themselves and take care of themselves better. Now, people know 
what to do now, mostly, all of them, they know it, but back in those days, people didn’t 
know it. They didn’t have the chance. But now, the gates have opened and everybody 
knows a little something now. 
 
JL: You know, Mr. Nelson was saying at one time or another, this must have been years 
way back. I don’t know how far back it was, but he asked me to ask you about the time 
when the Klu Klux Klan marched through the quarters cleaning out the white people that 
were in here drinking and what have you and taking up with women. Did they do that? 
 
CS: Yes, they did. 
 
JL: Well, what actually went down that time, do you recall? Do you remember what 
went on, did they just ride through here? 
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CS: No, just these white men were coming over here and lying around with the Negro 
women, men with white wives over there, they came over to the church house one night. 
Do you remember Beulah, they were coming looking for her, to kill her, white men came 
in the church. My wife was sitting in there and they came in to her and they said, “No, 
that’s Bro. Carey’s wife,” and they said they were looking for Beulah. She did a lot of 
trouble over there. I’m just telling you now, that’s it. That ain’t getting on record is it? I 
don’t think I should have said that. 
 
JL: Well, like I said, this is all part of history, this is to be edited but we all are concerned 
about little things that went on, like we were saying, some things in your past is not that 
all pleasant but sometimes it is worth it to have it documented as a fact that it did happen. 
 
CS: It did – there used to be some bad things going on here in Diboll. You can’t reveal 
all this right now, you can’t do that, it might injure the wrong one. That’s the reason I 
don’t like to talk too much about things that went on on the other side, I like to talk about 
things that went on on my side. That’s the main thing. 
 
JL: That’s what we are after, you know, it’s not anything that anyone nowadays would 
have to decide to hide from or be afraid of. It’s just like Diboll Historical Society would 
put together a composition which, more or less, highlighted on some of the things that are 
more or less important in our community’s development. I don’t know how far back but I 
say up to now. 
 
CS: But all those things went on but we can’t reveal all these things that went on back in 
those day because it might injure the wrong one, but you can tell or let the people know 
that you know it. It happened. Lots of those things went on in Diboll, right here, but I’m 
just not going to mention who was doing it, that’s none of my business. Some things I 
could tell you but I won’t tell you what went on here that was wrong but I’m not going to 
reveal that, it won’t help none. 
 
JL: Well, it wouldn’t help any now, I don’t guess it would make any difference but it is 
history. There were a bunch of girls here at one time called “The McCall” girls, do you 
remember them? 
 
CS: The McCall girls? 
 
JL: The McCall girls of Burke, I think they said. He says here to ask Rev. Carey about 
Cecilia Pitts that had a place at the edge of town near Emporia, Cecilia Pitts. 
 
CS: Yes, she had a place down here, I told you, that’s that place right down below me. 
You know, where that preacher Bob Moore lives right down there, the old West place, 
that was her place. That was Miss Cecilia’s place. 
 
JL: Okay, oh, I see what he is saying here, he is saying that the McCall girls – 
 
CS: That’s right, they owned that place. She died at their house in Burke. 
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JL: Okay, she died and left them everything she had. 
 
CS: Left who? 
 
JL: The McCall girls. 
 
CS: They got it and sold it to the company, I think the company. They built little houses 
back down there. Miss McCall had that place, they’d fill out her blanks, when she went to 
teaching school, she couldn’t fill them out and they filled them out. I’m telling you, they 
filled them out and sent them up there and she would go up there and recite them up there 
in Nacogdoches. Everything she had belonged to the McCall’s. When she died she died 
in the McCall house at Burke. 
 
JL: Mr. Nelson apparently knew that but he just wanted to know someone else who knew 
it. 
 
CS: Well, that’s what happened. She married this fellow, Will Pitts, he ran a café over 
there in front of the Baptist church. She used to teach school, way back yonder, I think 
she was a third grade teacher but she couldn’t teach now. After she quit she came in and 
this old guy married her and went down there and lived down there and he got to doing 
something wrong with dope and stuff and he had to leave here. He left her here and she 
stayed around here a long time and she took sick. 
 
JL: Were the McCall girls, were they black? 
 
CS: White – Cecilia Pitts worked there, she was black but the McCall’s – old man 
McCall used to be depot agent there in Burke and lived right on this side of it, of the 
depot before they tore it down. 
 
JL: So the McCall girls got all of the profit that Miss Pitts had, what property did she 
have? 
 
CS: She had about two acres, three acres, about three or four acres. She had a good strip 
of land back down there, they used to have a wire that ran from here on down to the 
crossing, clear on down to what they called – down there and she had a strip of land, I 
guess about an acre wide. 
 
JL: Miss Cecilia Pitts, she didn’t have any relatives? 
 
CS: Not that I know about, that’s all I know about her, just her and her husband. She 
might have had some but I can’t remember any of them, in fact I didn’t know anybody 
but her. 
 
JL: Well, did the McCall girls take care of her? 
 

© Copyright 2009 THE HISTORY CENTER            Carey Smith              Interview 22c 

 
15 of 21 



CS: Oh yes, sure they did. Yes, they took care of here, they did all her business in school, 
got all those things straightened out in school, they were all educated. 
 
JL: Well, speaking about the schools, you said that Miss Cecilia Pitts was a school 
teacher. 
 
CS: Yes, she was teaching. 
 
JL: What school was here when she was teaching? 
 
CS: She didn’t teach here, she was teaching at Huntington before I left it, I mean before I 
came here. 
 
JL: Oh, I see. Well, now do you remember the first school house here, what school was 
that? 
 
CS: Over yonder there used to be a Beanery and old man O’Neal used to have a Beanery 
over there, a rooming house for blacks, on the corner there. You remember that old 
house? 
 
JL: I remember one building over there, almost like a two story, was it in front of the KP 
Hall? 
 
CS: Yes, the KP Hall sat just on this side. 
 
JL: I remember that, my brother, Alfred, used to live in that house, didn’t he? 
 
CS: Yes, I went to school over there, way back yonder. 
 
JL: Who was teaching there then? 
 
CS: Professor Grant, Professor Haggen, Professor Smith and I think that’s about all of 
them. 
 
JL: Haggen, Grant and Smith? What was Haggens first name? 
 
CS: I don’t know. 
 
JL: Do you know what Grant’s first name was? 
 
CS: No, just Grant. Herbert, he was Dr. Herbert. He was some kin to Miss Bevins. Do 
you remember Bevins? 
 
JL: Ben Bevin’s wife?  
 
CS: Yes………..he got in Groveton. Professor Hogg, do you remember Hogg?  
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JL: Well, we talked about him, I don’t remember him but he had – where was his school 
located. 
 
CS: He taught down here at Huntington. He lived over here in Crockett, he stayed over 
here above that Big Tin Barn, used to. 
 
JL: Was that school there before the one up there by the KC Hall? Which was built first? 
 
CS: The school over yonder has been there a long time, the first school, over back by the 
pipe line. Prof. Hurdle used to teach out here and Prof. Davis. The school over yonder has 
been there a long time, the first school, over there by the pipe line. 
 
JL: That was Temple High School.  
 
CS: The changed it but it’s Temple High. They didn’t go no further than the ninth grade 
back in those days. Now it is twelfth. That’s the junior high now. 
 
JL: That was a long time back. 
 
CS: Oh boy, that was way back yonder. Oh, I could talk about things many years ago, 
eighty years ago. 
 
JL: Well, has that cemetery always been there? Or is that the only location of the 
cemetery? 
 
CS: Yes, that’s the only location, back out there. That cemetery’s been there for years. 
 
JL: You remember Mr. McGrew, don’t you? 
 
CS: McGrew, yes. 
 
JL: What was his first name? 
 
CS: I don’t know that, I believe it was Albert McGrew. He had a boy, you know, married 
Mrs. Inez. 
 
JL: Yes, I sure do, and his boy’s name was Albert. 
 
CS: I know it but I can’t think of it. That shed out there by the grave yard? That’s his 
grave. 
 
JL: In that little vault? 
 
CS: That little vault has that top on it, that’s old man McGrew’s grave. 
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JL: Do you remember what happened to him when he died? 
 
CS: No, I think it just might have been old age. He worked in Pineland all the time. He 
left Pineland and came here until he died and they buried him out there in the grave yard. 
I can’t think of his first name. 
 
JL: He must have been thought of pretty well. 
 
CS: Oh yes, the company was crazy about him, in fact old man Harris – I can’t think of 
his name, he worked up here in the commissary a long time. He had two girls, Beatrice 
and Gertie. He was another one of the company men. Old man Ben Bevins, Kent 
Runnels, that is my cousin, you didn’t know him, did you? That was way back yonder. 
He drove a wagon around here a long time. His wife was my cousin, Emma Runnels. 
Charlie Billy’s mama, Fronia Runnels, did you know her? She used to work at the 
beanery over here across the track, you know when they had that beanery over there? 
You don’t remember that, do you? No. They had a beanery right there where the doctor’s 
office is. My sister-in-law worked there with her for a long time after she married my 
brother, about sixty years ago or longer. 
 
JL: Well, that was before my time. 
 
CS: Oh boy, I know lots of things in Diboll but I can’t reveal all of them. Lots of things 
went on here that were not right but I guess it is none of my business. They know I know 
it, too. I’m not guessing at it, I know it. 
 
JL: Well, during the time that Southern Pine was struggling real hard, they used to have 
some paper checks or something that they spent for money. 
 
CS: Yes, those little old checks, $5.00 checks, $1.00 checks, great big round things. 
People would take those checks, you could buy anything you wanted down at the store. 
You could go in any store and buy with those checks. They have some now, yes, you find 
one every now and then. 
 
JL: I would like to see one. My daddy had a bunch of them and he had accumulated quite 
a few of them. He had them in the bottom check down there, you know, and they sued to 
spend those checks. 
 
CS: Oh yes, those checks were worth something in those days. Used to swap them, get 
silver dollars for them. Do you remember Edie Campbell? She used to run a little 
something right in front of the club, She used to run a little honky-tonk down there, that 
girl made more money selling whiskey. 
 
JL: Is that right? Well, anyhow, we were talking about that, someone ran a honky-tonk. 
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CS: Yes, down there below the club. She had a big rug on the floor and she had that thing 
covered with those five and ten dollar checks, boy, she had some money. Brought them to 
a bad end, her husband, they got after him. 
 
JL: What was her husband’s name? 
 
CS: Dallas Campbell, old man Ratcliff shot at him and he left here and she left and went 
up to Oklahoma. But, boy, she made the money. 
 
JL: That was what we were talking about, it was a Barrel House or something. 
 
CS: You know, right by the old hall, used to be a big hall over there, back in the quarter – 
Foggy Bottom 
 
JL: Yes, my dad ran that. 
 
CS: Yes, he ran that, yes, he did and he married your mama, didn’t he? That was a swell 
old lady, I’m telling you, your mama was a sweet woman, she was a good woman, too. 
He would talk loud, you know? 
 
JL: Made lots of barbecue, well, he worked out there at Boggy Slough a lot. 
 
CS: He was well thought of by the whites. 
 
JL: He always had his own business and he had a little picture show here one time, and it 
burned down. 
 
CS: That great big old negro, he helped put up that ball park over there. His brother got 
to cutting up in there, fighting and they got to using guns, got them guns in there and he 
was a great big negro, you know, and he took his fists and knocked the planks off. He 
wasn’t going to let those negros out. Oh, there used to be some times here in Diboll. They 
did a lot of devilment after you left. You used to be a good drawer, you could draw 
anything you wanted to, are you still doing that? 
 
JL:  Yes, I am. I have a painting that hangs in the library now. 
 
CS: Well, that’s good. You used to do it when you were little. I can think of a lot of 
things but I got old and I can’t remember things that went on now like I used to. 
 
JL: It’s like the old saying “When the west was won”? Now when you talk to me about 
these things it seems like that was sort of a rough time. 
 
CS: Boy, it was tough, I’m telling you. You had to hold your own. So many toils and 
snares, we’ve already come. We made it but it was tough. Back in 1910, 11 or 12, way 
back there, it was tough. Weren’t but a few people on the pipe line, after they got mill 
No.1 and mill No.2 and mill No. 3. They had the mills built and didn’t have enough men 
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to work. They took a train with boxcars to Arkansas and got a bunch of negros and 
brought them here and they went to work. That was when Diboll began to boom, that was 
about 1910 or ’11. They brought a bunch of negros in a box car down here. 
 
JL: Well, I guess they had to get the job done. 
 
CS: Yes, they had to get it done, the mill began to develop. The first planer they had, you 
know, that old house on the corner yonder near that shed, that was the planer. I don’t 
think they had but two machines and they didn’t know anything. Emporia went out in 
1907 and they brought some stuff from Emporia and enlarged the mills, kept on until they 
got it going. 
 
JL: Mr. Walter Allen worked out there, didn’t he? 
 
CS: He was on the pond, he was the straw boss on the pond, he was good. 
 
JL: Yes, he was thought of well. 
 
CS: The white folks were crazy about Walter, I buried him, he belonged to my church in 
Nigton, he joined my church and I buried him. He was a good old boy. Walter Allen, 
George Allen, you didn’t know George? 
 
JL: Was that his brother? 
 
CS: Yes. 
 
JL: I didn’t know he had a brother. 
 
CS: George Allen, Fred Allen, remember Fred Allen? I don’t know if they were brothers 
or not but they were in the family. Remember that that they used to have down there at 
Emporia? Fred got down there and a girl – they called him “Dutch.” Fred got to liking 
those – and they kept on and on – Fred got to liking her and got sanctified. 
 
JL: Is that right? It’s amazing what a woman can do for you. 
 
CS: I used to be right in with them in my young days, used to do a lot of devilment, 
unnecessary – 
 
JL: Well, it sure has been nice talking to you, Rev. Carey. 
 
CS: Yes, I enjoyed talking to you. 
 
JL: If anything else comes up that we need to know about we will come back and ask 
you. 
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CS: Well, I know a lot, some things I have forgotten. I can remember back when this 
place wasn’t nothing but a flag station, back in those days. 
 
JL: Well, we have come a long way. And I’ll say this much, I believe we still got a long 
way to go. I think we are making a lot of progress but we are not through yet. One good 
thing about it, you can see light at the end of the tunnel. 
 
CS: Beyond the sunshine, behind a dark cloud there is sunshine. So we have men now, 
this boy, Jackson that is something I didn’t ever think would happen. 
 
JL: Well, you can’t ever tell, it’s like we say, things move fast once they start to moving. 
 
CS: Man’s mind can’t keep up with the world, going too fast, it is moving. 
 
JL: It is moving and the only thing we can do is hope we are moving in the right 
direction. 
 
CS: That’s right and every year something new comes up, people are learning more. He 
said “Take my yoke, upon you and learn of me.” You have to learn, people are learning 
now – that little grandson of mine. I said, “Son, get off of your can and go to the best 
institution of learning, go there and do your best to get a job worthwhile. You can’t go to 
any two by four college and make it. They are going to block you out, Ligon, you have to 
go to the highest institution of learning. It is going to cost but you have to go and get it.” 
 
JL: Well, like I’ve always said, our young people are our most American resources, they 
are our future, too. 
 
CS: That’s right, I see the hand writing on the wall, I see it now. 
 
JL: Well, it’s sure been nice talking to you. Maybe next time I won’t have my tape 
recorder and you can tell me the things you don’t want to put on here. 
 
 
 
 
 
END OF INTERVIEW 
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